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| am very pleased to introduce the very first 
edition of Status of Women Canada’s 
newsletter — PERSPECTIVES. 


Our society has never had so much informa- 
tion available to it. The next great challenge 
is the management of that wealth of informa- 
tion, so that the right people receive the right 


material at the right time. This is especially 
true for women, many of whom are entering 
new stages of their lives, at home, at work, 
or in the community, and are seeking advice 
and guidance in planning for their future. 


Return requested if undeliverable 
Status of Women Canada 

151 Sparks Street, 10th floor 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 1C3 


But communication is a two-way process. 
We need your feedback so that we can 
improve this newsletter to meet your real 
needs. 


This is the objective of PERSPECTIVES — 
to show how all the pieces fit together, not 
just from our point of view, but more impor- 
tantly, from yours. 


Barbara McDougall 


Trade is a major engine ‘of TG for 
Canada’s economy, and every woman and 
man in this country gains from it. This is 
why the free trade agreement-in-principle 
concluded with the United States on 
October 3, 1987 is so important to our 
future. 

The federal government’s objective when 
entering into the free trade negotiations 
was to secure and enhance access for 
Canada's exporters to the U.S. market, and 
to remove barriers to our two-way trade. The 
agreement-in-principle meets these require- 
ments. Not only will it lead to lower prices for 
consumers, but, as the Economic Council of 
Canada and other well-informed bodies have 
predicted, it will bring about a significant 
number of new, durable jobs. 
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This trading agreement, which | is s the lar- 
gest ever entered into between two sover- 
eign nations, will phase in reduction of trade 
barriers to give Canadian workers and firms 
time to gear up to a changed environment. 

Several steps remain before implementa- 
tion, including approval by the Canadian 
Parliament and the American Congress. This 
agreement is a major step towards liberal- 
ized trade, consistent with national sover- 
eignty which will be fair and beneficial to all 
regions of Canada. 

For more information on the free trade 
agreement, write to: 

International Trade Communications 

Group (DMTN) 

Department of External Affairs 

125 Sussex Drive 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 979 
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[Jens the second session of Canada’s 


33rd Parliament which began in October 


1986, the government acted on a number 
of issues that are important to Canadian 
women, including: 


legislation to deal with pornography and 
the sexual abuse and exploitation of 
children; 


the release of the report of the Special 
Parliamentary Committee on Child Care, 
and bilateral consultations with the prov- 
inces, with the goal of working out an 
agreement on an improved child care 
system for Canada: 


the endorsement of a plan developed by a 
joint union-management study committee 
for the implementation of equal pay for 
work of equal value in the federal Public 
Service. Last July, the government also 
reached an agreement on the award of a 
retroactive pay increase which brings the 
wages of public servants employed in the 
predominantly female hospital service 
group in line with workers in the general 
services Category — mostly male — who 
are performing jobs of equal value; 


the coming into effect of the Federal 
Contractors Program, which requires 
Suppliers of goods and services to the 
federal government to commit themselves 
to implementing employment equity as a 
condition of their bid. Several bids have 
already been turned down for multi- 
million dollar contracts because bidding 
companies failed to meet the program’s 
criteria; and 


the decision of the Canadian Armed 
Forces to undertake trials for women : 
interested in fulfilling combat roles. Other 
initiatives have also opened up 75 per 
cent of Armed Forces trades and occupa- 
tions to women. 


latus of Women 


qT": Honourable Barbara McDougall 
addressed the second meeting of 
Commonwealth Ministers Responsible for 
Women’s Affairs in Harare, Zimbabwe, on 
August 4, 1987. Representatives of more 
than 30 countries participated in discussions 
of issues of importance to women around the 


A world. Canada played a key role in reach- 


ing consensus on a Plan of Action which 
directs Commonwealth countries to integrate 
women into all aspects of their work. Family 
violence, the impact of national economic 
policies on women, as well as the role of 
women in development, were also discussed. 
Recommendations from the meeting were 
forwarded to the heads of Commonwealth 
countries for discussion at their meeting on 
October 13-17, 1987 in Vancouver. 


qT": tax reform package unveiled by 
Finance Minister Michael Wilson last 
June puts a firm rein on taxes. It curtails : 
loopholes that have benefitted a limited 
number of Canadians, and moves toward 

a system of greater fairness. The result: 

80 per cent of Canadian households will pay 
lower personal income taxes in 1988. 


The proposed measures include: 


the conversion of tax exemptions and 
deductions into tax credits, which will 
apply to all taxpayers regardless of their 
income. This means lower taxes for 
lower-income and elderly Canadians, the 
majority of whom are women; 


an increase in the refundable federal 
Sales tax credit, first introduced in 1986, 
which compensates low-income Cana- 
dians for increases in sales tax. Tax- 
payers with net incomes of up to $16,000 
will be eligible for full credits. At the 
second stage of tax reform, when the new 
sales tax is implemented, this credit will 
be enriched and the income threshold 
raised; 


the ‘‘equivalent to married’ tax credit, 
which entitles single-parent families, 
most of whom are headed by women, to 
use this measure for one of their depend- 
ent children. It also enables divorced, 
separated or widowed taxpayers to claim 
a dependent parent; and 


the coming into effect two years earlier — 
1988 instead of 1990 — of the $500,000 
capital gains exemption for shares of 
small businesses. This is an important 
change for women entrepreneurs, who 
are responsible for starting up to two- 
thirds of small businesses in this 
country. 


This is just some of the good news on tax 
reform. For a free pamphlet detailing other 
changes, write to: 


Distribution . 
Finance/Treasury Board 
L’ Esplanade Laurier 

300 Laurier Avenue West 


| West Tower, P-1 level 


Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G5 
Telephone: (613) 995-2855 


ET —— 
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On March 3, 1987, the Honourable 
Barbara McDougall announced a half mil- 
lion dollar permanent increase to the bud- 
get of the Canadian Advisory Council on 
the Status of Women. This will enable the 
Council to enhance its capacity for pri- 
mary research and its ability to communi- 
cate its work. 


The House of Commons Standing Com- 
mittee on the Secretary of State last May 
completed its review of the objectives 
and funding criteria of the Secretary of 
State’s Women’s Program. The Commit- 
tee held hearings in St. John’s, Ottawa, 
Winnipeg and Vancouver, heard testi- 
mony from 144 witness groups and re- 
ceived 265 written briefs. Its report, 
Fairness in Funding, is available from 
your Member of Parliament. 


Last June, the Honourable Barbara 
McDougall and the Honourable Benoit 
Bouchard, Minister of Employment and 
Immigration, announced adjustments to 
the Canadian Jobs Strategy (CJS) to facil- 
itate women’s access to training. The 
adjustments will allow immigrant women 
and native women easier access to the 
Job Entry component of CJS, and ensure 
that women get training for the jobs in 
occupations in demand in their commu- 
nities. 


The annual First Ministers’ Conference 
on the Economy (FMC) will take place 
November 26-27, 1987 in Toronto. 
Among the items for consideration by the 
Prime Minister and Premiers will be pro- 
gress reports on the implementation of 
measures related to training for women. 
The training initiatives were part of a 
series of measures outlined in a frame- 
work for women’s economic equality 
endorsed at the 1985 FMC. 
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Barbara McDougall visiting a community centre in Apex, Iqaluit, N.W.T. 


by Barbara McDougall 


As Minister Responsible for the Status of 
Women | have the opportunity to travel 
across the country and meet with women 
from all walks of life. These visits allow me 
to learn first hand from Canadian women 
about their concerns, their ideas and their 
aspirations. 

These consultations with Canadian 
women and women’s groups are very impor- 
tant to me and to our government. In the last 
year, | have had the pleasure of meeting 
individually with hundreds of women, as 
well as with representatives of more than 
50 different women’s groups from coast to 
coast. 

| have met with women’s groups in North 
Battleford, Saskatchewan, and Whitehorse, 
Yukon; teachers in Cornerbrook, New- 
foundland: business women in Toronto; a 
women’s centre in Montreal; and university 
students in Wolfville, Nova Scotia, to name 
a few. 

My discussions with individuals and 
groups have reflected a wide spectrum of 
interests and concerns, including child care, 
family violence and training for women — 
three areas identified as priorities by our 


government. We have also covered issues as 
diverse as pornography, women’s health, 
pensions, pay equity, women in develop- 
ment, and maternity and paternity leave. 

These meetings enable me to bring the 
views and concerns of Canadian women 
directly to the attention of Cabinet and the 
Caucus. As a result, |’ve been able to 
influence government action on a number 
of issues of concern to the women of this 
country. | intend to continue to meet many 
women as | travel throughout Canada in the 
coming year. 


Gus of Women Canada frequently re- 
ceives requests for information on a 
wide range of issues. Here is an overview of 
federal government publications, pamphlets 
and audio-visuals of interest to women. It 
will be a regular feature of PERSPECTIVES. 


_ ... After Sexual Assault: Your Guide to 
the Criminal Justice System (1986) pro- 
vides matter-of-fact information on sexual 


RE RE RE PNE D ES 


assault, including the law, police investiga- 
tion, arrest, court procedures and sentenc- 
ing. It is a helpful handbook for victims of 
sexual assault and those who deal with them. 
For a free copy contact: Communications 
and Public Affairs, Department of Justice 
Canada, Justice Building, 239 Wellington 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OH8. Tele- 
phone: (613) 957-4222. 


Nutrition in Pregnancy (1987) provides 
a summary of nutritional guidelines for 


healthy pregnancies. For a free copy contact: 


Publications, Health Services and Promo- 
tion Branch, Health and Welfare Canada, 
Jeanne Mance Building, Tunney’s Pasture, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1B4. Telephone: 
(613) 954-8853. 


Health Promotion Magazine recently pub- 
lished a special 33-page edition that focuses 
on women’s health. It covers such topics 

as women’s traditional role as caregivers 
and explores forming a national women’s 
health network. For a free copy contact: The 
Editor, Health Promotion, Health Promotion 
Directorate, Health and Welfare Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1B4. Telephone: 

(613) 954-8842. 


Jobs Have No Gender is a brochure of inter- 
est to women in the process of making a 
career decision. Copies can be obtained from 
your local Canada Employment Centre. 


Forward from Nairobi is a workshop kit 
based on the historic Forward-Looking Strat- 
egies document adopted at the third United 
Nations Conference on Women held in 
Nairobi, Kenya in 1985. The kit, produced 
by Status of Women Canada, shows how the 
Forward-Looking Strategies can enable 
women’s groups to achieve their goals in 
areas ranging from literacy to child care. To 
borrow the kit, which includes a leader’s 
guide, participants’ handbook and audio- 


visual, contact the Secretary of State Depart- . 


ment office nearest you or write to: Secretary 
of State Department, 903-150 Kent Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OM5. Telephone: (613) 
996-5977. 


Integration and Participation: Women’s 
Work in the Home and in the Labour Force is 
a recent publication containing a collection 
of articles that trace women’s lives. It also 
addresses the ‘‘reality gap’’ — the distance 
between women’s real-life needs and the 
programs and services that currently exist to 
meet those needs. For a free copy contact: 
Publications, Canadian Advisory Council on 


Status of Women 


the Status of Women, Box 1541, Station B, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5R5. Telephone: 
(613) 992-4976. 


Enterprising Women (1987) is a National 
Film Board documentary which profiles five 
successful Nova Scotia firms and the women 
who own them. Copies can be borrowed free 
of charge on 16 mm film from your nearest 
National Film Board office. VHS videos can 
also be rented for $2/day. 


qT": government is determined to bring 
more women into decision-making 

roles. In 1984, it set an initial target of dou- 
bling from 15 to 30 per cent the proportion 
of women appointed to federal boards, 
agencies and commissions. A 27 per cent 
mark has already been achieved. 


Recent appointments have included: 


° Brigadier-General Sheila Hellstrom as 
Canada’s first woman general; 


e Madam Justice Claire L’Heureux-Dubé, 
the second woman to be appointed to the 
Supreme Court of Canada; and 


e Geraldine Kenney-Wallace, the first 
woman to head the Science Council of 
Canada in its 21-year history. 


In addition: 


e Six new members of the Canadian Advi- 
sory Council on the Status of Women were 
appointed last June. They are Jacqueline 
Bissonnette-Dulude of Montreal; Lynda 
Costello of Fort McMurray, Alberta; 
Johanne Denis of Quebec; Emma Duncan- 
Kerr of Baie-Comeau, Quebec; Margaret 
Fortier Delisle of Sillery, Quebec; and 
Margaret Ritcey of Riverport, Nova 
Scotia. 


e The Right Honourable Joe Clark, Secre- 
tary of State for External Affairs, recently 
announced the appointment of Colleen 
Cupples as Ambassador to Zaire and 
Sandelle Scrimshaw as High Commis- 
sioner to Ghana. Canada now has 11 
women ambassadors, high commission- 
ers and consuls general. 


Hot Line 
to 
Federal | 
Programs | 
and 
Services 
- | ALBERTA: PRINCE EDWARD 
Calgary 292-4998 Le 
Edmonton 420-2021 Charlottetown 566-7575 
Edmonton (TDD) 1F56675 10 
420-4161 ne 
1-800-232-9481" QUEBEC: 
g For local calls consult 
RSS your telephone directory, 
Vancouver 666-5555 blue pages section under 
1-800-663-1381* COMMUNICATION- 
Zenith 08918 (Atlin)* QUÉBEC. 

: For a toll-free long dis- 
pales LUIS tance call dial ‘‘0’’ and 
Winnipeg 945-3744 ask for ZENITH 
Winnipeg (TDD) COMMUNICATION- 
945-4796 QUEBEC. 
outa 0! SASKATCHEWAN: 


NEW BRUNSWICK: Regina 780-6683 
Fredericton 453-2525 1-800-667-7160* 


1-800-442-4400* YUKON TERRITORY: 
NEWFOUNDLAND: Whitehorse 667-5811 


St. John’s 772-4365 1°667-5955* 
1-800-563-2432* 


NOVA SCOTIA: 


Halifax 426-8092 
1-426-8092* 


ONTARIO: 


Ottawa 995-7151 
North Bay 476-4910 
Toronto 973-1993 
Ottawa/Hull area 

| 1-800-267-0340* 
Area codes 807 & 705 
1-800-461-1664* 

All other Ontario 
residents 
1-800-387-0700* 


*Toll-free 


The next issue will be available in the winter, 
1988. : ; 


Reproduction of material in PERSPECTIVES 
is permitted provided source is mentioned. 
PERSPECTIVES is published quarterly by: 


Communications Unit 


Status of Women Canada 


151 Sparks Street 

10th Floor, Room 1005 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 1C3 ISSN 0836-0117 
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Jerspectives 
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Constructing New Opportunities 


ew Child Care Strategy 


) December 3, 1987 the government 
announced Canada’s first National Child 
ire Strategy. The policy was introduced to 
set a growing need and provide choices for 
e care of children. Developed on the basis 
both current and future needs, 4 
e Strategy commits the 
ernment to $5.4 billion 
funding over the next seven 


Women’s Program Renewed 


Minister's Message 


in: t gives me great pleasure to introduce the 
sie that A Se second edition of PERSPECTIVES. 
id support child care “ With your interest and input we have 
hada os . worked hard to move forward on the issues 
The Strategy nae | that most concern you. As you'll see, the 
ree components: past few months have been busy ones. | 
, hope the next several pages will bring you 
A pew Canada up-to-date. | welcome your feedback on 
Child Care Act which these and other issues. 


will provide funding |: 
for the creation of ge 
200,000 new é Ve ah: | | APe bare Mk} 
Do eSpacs, | the Child Tax Credit for children six years 7 
ile arrangements with | and under, and an increase in the Child | Barbara McDougall 
Care Expense Deduction from $2,000 to 
A $100 million Child Care Initiatives Fund $4,000 for children six and under or with 
which will give priority to practical pro- special needs. 


Bee Sn to meet childcare Les The National Child Care Strategy offers a 
i. CE ae ea il Do balance and mix of initiatives that will allow 

9 Canadian women and men a wider range of 
Two tax measures which will provide choices about the care their children will 
enhanced tax assistance to almost 75 per | receive. Its benefits to Canadian women will 
cent of Canadian families with young chil- | be significant, whether they choose to work 
dren: a phased-in $200 supplement to inside or outside the home. 
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eturn requested if undeliverable iv 
tatus of Women Canada 

51 Sparks Street, 10th floor 
‘ttawa, Ontario 
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T": Free Trade Agreement signed by the 
United States and Canada on January 2, 
1988 will give Canadian women more and 
better job opportunities, higher incomes 
and more competitive prices. In fact, 
120,000 new jobs are expected to be created 
by the Free Trade Agreement by 1993. At 
the same time, we will retain our safety net 
of social programs. 

Here is what is expected to happen in the 
employment area. 


e The services sector is Canada’s fastest 
growing economic sector and an impor- 
tant one for Canadian women, as 84 per 
cent of women in the labour force work in 
this sector. The Economic Council of 
Canada predicts that the majority of new 
jobs created by free trade wil! be in the 

services sector. 


Highly protected manufacturing indus- 
tries, such as clothing and footwear, will 
remain partially protected during the 

10-year phase-in period of tariff changes. 
In instances where adjustments are 


() n November 30, 1987, The Honourable 
David Crombie, Secretary of State, 
announced that the Women’s Program will 
be renewed for five years effective April 1, 
1988. The program’s budget will be 

$12.9 million a year. 

The Women’s Program was established in 
1973 as a result of recommendations made 
by the Royal Commission on the Status of 
Women. It provides funding to women’s 
groups in order to promote the equal partici- 
pation of women in all aspects of Canadian 
society including social, cultural, economic, 
political and legal environments. 

Over the next five years, the Women’s 
Program will help a wide range of women’s 
groups to address women’s equality issues 


e The primary sector (mining, forestry, 


e Small business will have access to a 


For more information about the Canada-U.S. 
Free Trade Agreement, write to the Interna- 
tional Trade Communications Group, Depart- 
ment of External Affairs, 125 Sussex Drive, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0G2. 


necessary, the federal government has 
established an Advisory Committee on 
Adjustment and is committed to providing 
help through skills training assistance. 


fishing and agriculture) is also expected 
to prosper under free trade, therefore 
opening up new jobs for women in well- 
paying traditionally male-dominated 
occupations. 


much larger market. Currently women 
own more than one-third of Canada’s 
small businesses and the number is 
rapidly increasing — their success rate 
is almost twice that of men. Women 
entrepreneurs will be the beneficiaries 
with free trade. 


and will continue to respond to the needs of 
emerging groups.and issues such as visible 
minority women, disabled women, rural and | 
isolated women, part-time workers and part- 
time students. 


Constructing 
New Opportunities 


A new two-year employment equity projec 
co-sponsored by the federal govern- 
ment’s Canadian Jobs Strategy and the 
Canadian Construction Association (CCA) 
will promote employment opportunities for 
women in the construction industry. 

Currently women represent less than 
three per cent of the apprenticeship-trained 
construction work force. Under this project 
national marketing scheme will address the 
issues seen as barriers to women’s employ- 
ment in this non-traditional employment fielc 

Over the next two years the federal 
government will spend $240,000 and the 
CCA and the construction industry will con- 
tribute an estimated $106,000 in services 
and support. 

This project is the first national sector 
approach to employment equity and could 
become a model for other sectors to emulate 


Sources and Resources 


Guide to Statistics Canada Data on Women 
(1987) is your gateway to hundreds of 
reports by Statistics Canada on changing 
social and economic conditions for women. 
This guide can be purchased for $25 from: 
Publications Sales, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OT6, or by telephoning 
1-800-267-6677. 


Battered But not Beaten . . . Preventing 


_ Wife Abuse in Canada (1987) by Linda 


MacLeod assesses the progress in the past 
seven years on the issue of wife battering. | 
is of interest to the public, parliamentarians 
battered women and those who help them. 

For a free copy contact: Publications, Cana- 


Continued on next page| 


ppointments 


he government has nearly reached its 
target of doubling the number of women 
ointed to federal boards, agencies and 
nmissions. Up from 15 per cent in 1984, 
ointments of women now stand at 

6 per cent. 

Recent appointments include: 


Bev Oda to a seven-year term as a Com- 
missioner at the Canadian Radio-Television 
and Telecommunications Commission 
(CRTC). From Toronto, her background is 
in broadcasting. 


Gail Scott as a member of the CRTC. 
She is a full-time journalism professor 
at Ryerson Polytechnical Institute 

in Toronto. 


Sally Warren as a member of the CRTC. 
She was Director of the media centre 
at the Expo ’86 Canadian Pavillion in 
Vancouver. 


Carolyn Tavender as a Director of the 
Board, Canadian Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion (CBC). She is President of Tavender 
and Associates Interior Design of Calgary. 


Wendy Terry as a member of the National 
Council of Welfare. She is coordinator of 
The Workers’ Educational Association of 
Canada located in Toronto. 


In addition: 


Five new members have been named to 
the Canada Council. They are Edith 
Butler, Louise Dionne, Martha Henry, 
Mary Pratt and Lorraine Thorsrude. 


Sources and Resources 


ian Advisory Council on the Status of 
lomen, Box 1541, Station B, Ottawa, Onta- 
0, K1P 5R5, or telephone (613) 992-4976. 


/omen in the Labour Force (1987) contains 
tatistics and information on women’s labour 
Irce participation, earnings, educational 
ttainment, maternity benefits and pension 
lan benefits. It is a useful resource for 

08e interested in equity in the work- 

lace. For a free copy contact: Publications 
istribution Centre, Labour Canada, 

ttawa, Ontario, K1A 0J2, or telephone 


!. tor. Dr. Norma E. Walmsley, Margaret Catherine Harris, Minister McDougall, Hon. Guy Charbonneau, 


Speaker of the Senate, Frances Laracy, Jacqueline Laprise-Demers, Kay Macpherson 


ersons Awards 


Tr: Persons Awards recognize outstanding 
contributions made towards improving 
the status of women in Canada. 

The 1987 recipients are: 


MARGARET CATHERINE HARRIS, of 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, who has a long- 
standing involvement with the Council 
of Women. 

JACQUELINE LAPRISE-DEMERS, of 
St-Félicien, Quebec, who has been active 
for many years in status of women activities 
in the Lac St-Jean region. 

FRANCES LARACY, of Conception Har- 
bour, Newfoundland, who championed the 
cause of improved social and economic 
conditions for women. 

KAY MACPHERSON, of Toronto, Ontario, 
who played a key role in establishing Women 


Growing Strong: Women in Agriculture 
(1987) describes the conditions and roles of 
women who work in agriculture, and the 
challenges they face in today’s urbanized 
world. For a free copy contact: Publications, 
Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women, Box 1541, Station B, Ottawa, Onta- 
rio, K1P 5R5, or telephone (613) 992-4976. 


319) 994-0543. 


photo by F. Scott Grant, Ottawa 


for Political Action and the National Action 
Committee on the Status of Women. 

DR. NORMA E. WALMSLEY, of Wakefield, 
Quebec, who has been a long-time member 
of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO 
and founder of MATCH International. 


Nominations for the 1988 Persons Awards 
will be accepted until April 15, 1988. Can- 
didates must be Canadian citizens over 

55 years of age who have worked much of 
their lives to improve the status of women in 
Canada, either on a voluntary or salaried 
basis. For more information, contact the 
Communications Unit, Status of Women 
Canada, 151 Sparks Street, Ottawa, Ontario, 
K1A 1C3. 


Prairie Women (1987) is a National Film 
Board production that captures the spirit, 
accomplishments and frustrations of farm 
women who were political activists in the 
Prairies from 1913 to 1939. The film in- 
cludes excerpts from letters and diaries, 
dramatic recreations and interviews with 
witnesses. Copies can be borrowed free of 
charge on 16 mm film from your nearest 
National Film Board office. VHS videos can 
also be rented for $2/day. 


ews in Brief 


Women in an Aging Society 


A round table discussion on women and 
aging took place in Ottawa, January 24-26, 
1988. It was co-sponsored by the Honour- 
able Barbara McDougall, Minister Respon- 
sible for the Status of Women, and the 
Honourable George Hees, Minister of State 
for Senior Citizens. The issues identified 

at the round table, which was attended by 
academics, service providers and senior 
women, will be brought to the attention of 
the appropriate government departments. 
These initiatives will form the basis of a 
workshop to be held in conjunction with the 
Annual Meeting of the Canadian Gerontology 
Association in Halifax in October 1988. 


Treasury Board and Employment Equity 


On January 22, 1988 Treasury Board Presi- 
dent the Honourable Don Mazankowski 
announced that $90 million was approved to 
enhance the Employment Equity programs in 
the Federal Public Service. Special meas- 
ures will continue to apply to women and 
other target groups, over the period April 1, 
1988 to March 31, 1993. 


Canada Labour Code and Child Care 


Amendments to the Canada Labour Code to 
protect federally-regulated workers on child 
care leave came into force on December 17, 
1987. Employers are now required to con- 
tribute to the cost of pension, health and 
disability plans of employees who take leave 
under the Code’s child care or sick leave 


provisions. Employer contributions must be . 


at least the same proportion as when the 
employees were at work. 


First Ministers Decide 


Two documents of particular interest to 
women were discussed by the Prime 
Minister and premiers at the annual First 
Ministers’ Conference held in Toronto, 
November 26-27, 1987. Work and Family 
Responsibilities is a policy statement that 
recognizes the leadership role governments 
must play in creating a work environment 


atalus of Women 


that will assist workers in fulfilling family 
responsibilities. First Ministers directed 
federal, provincial and territorial Ministers 
Responsible for the Status of Women to 
develop strategies to deal with the new roles 
of women and men. A second document 
entitled Towards a Labour Force Strategy: 

A Framework for Training for Women — 
Progress Reports summarizes the advances 
made in the area of training for women since 
last year’s First Ministers’ Conference. Both 
documents are available from the Communi- 
cations Unit, Status of Women Canada, 

10th floor, 151 Sparks Street, Ottawa, 
Ontario, K1A 103. 


New Tax Measures 


Ale tax reform measures came into effect 
January 1, 1988. 


e Personal income tax will be made fairer 
by broadening the tax base and conse- 
~ quently lowering the tax rates. The cur- 
rent 10 tax brackets will be reduced to 
three for the tax year 1988, and the 
top rate will drop from 34 per cent to 
29 per cent. 


e The basic personal exemption is now 
converted to a tax credit of $1,020. This 
means that many Canadians will pay 
fewer taxes. In fact, an estimated 
850,000 individuals will no longer pay 
federal income tax at all. 


e The married exemption has been con- 
verted to a $850 tax credit, which re- 
moves the disincentive under the old 
system for a spouse to enter or return to 
the work force. . 


e A tax credit of $850 replaces the 
equivalent-to-married exemption. This 
will particularly help single parents who 
can claim the credit for a dependent 
child. 


e The existing refundable child tax credit is 
enriched by $35 per child, from $524 to 
$559, and will now be available for chil- 
dren in the year that they turn 18. In 
addition, the National Strategy on Child 


Care provides a $100 supplement to the 


Victims of Crime 


Proposed amendments to the Criminal Code 
include establishing a new Victim Assistanc 
Fund to help victims of crime. On November 
5, 1987, the Honourable Ray Hnatyshyn, 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of 
Canada, announced that the government wi 
provide $27.2 million to support provincial 
and territorial programs and services for 
crime victims over the next three years. 


credit in 1988 and a $200 supplement 
beginning in 1989. The supplement can 
be claimed by eligible families with 
children age 6 and under. 


e The child tax exemption for dependent 


children has been converted to a tax 
credit of $65 per child, and increases 
to $130 for the third and subsequent 
child. This will improve tax benefits for 
larger families. 


For more information, contact the Depart- 
ment of Finance, 140 O’Connor Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0G5, or telephone 
(613) 992-1573. 


The next issue will be available in the 
spring, 1988. | 
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Prime Minister Brian Mulroney and Minister Barbara 
McDougall with the new Status of Women Canada logo. 
| has a new look. It’s part of Status of 
_Æ Women Canada’s evolution into the 
1990s. | believe that our new image, and our focus 
on “‘partnership”’, reflects both Status of Women 
Canada’s role in bringing about change and the 
role women play as contributors to society. More 
than ever before, we’re moving forward on the 


issues that concern you . . . as an active partner 
for women’s progress. 


ou may have noticed that Perspectives 


ao 


Barbara McDougall 


_ASSESSING 
“FREE TRADE 


recent publication prepared by the 

federal government says that Canadian 

women can expect a substantial share 
of the opportunities and benefits generated by the 
Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement. Released on 
May 5, 1988 by the Honourable Barbara 
McDougall, Minister Responsible for the Status of 
Women, The Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement 
and Women: An Assessment is one of a series 
of papers that assesses the effects of the Agree- 
ment on different sectors of the economy. 


The assessment predicts that free trade will have 
a positive effect on women’s employment in 
Canada. Eighty-four per cent of Canadian women 
who work outside the home work in the service 
sector. The number of jobs in this sector is 
expected to increase significantly under the Free 
Trade Agreement, as existing services expand and 
new enterprises are created. More efficient and 
competitive industries will also mean more and 
better jobs for women in the manufacturing Sec- 
tor, while growth in the primary industries will 
expand employment opportunities for women in 
non-traditional areas. 


The assessment also predicts that Canadian 
women entrepreneurs will gain both from the new 
business opportunities created by free trade and 
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from access to the much larger U.S. market. Cana- 
dian farm women stand to benefit, as well, from 
improved and more secure access to the US. 
market for agricultural products. 


Noting that the Agreement’s elimination of tariffs 
will mean more competitively priced goods and 
services for Canadian consumers, the assessment 
includes estimates of the consumer savings for 
specific groups of women. 


The Agreement does not affect Canada’s exist- 
ing social programs, nor does it affect our ability 
to introduce new programs. In fact, the assess- 
ment notes that the economic growth and 
increased revenues generated by free trade will 
help to make Canada’s social programs financially 
more secure. 


Copies of The Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement 
and Women: An Assessment are available from: 


Communications Branch 
Status of Women Canada 
151 Sparks Street, 10th Floor 
Ottawa, Ontario 

KtASIGS 
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EMPLOYMENT 
EQUITY AT 
WORK 


es 


chance in the workplace. This means 
that women and other target groups are not denied 
employment opportunities or benefits for reasons 
unrelated to ability. 


Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
(CMHC) provides an example of how employment 
equity objectives can be achieved. 


Since 1975, employment equity has brought more 
women employees into the Corporation. During 
that period, the percentage of women employees 
rose from 41 per cent to 55 per cent. 


mployment equity ensures that all job - 
applicants and employees have a fair. 


Women’s participation also expanded to include 
more women at higher levels. For example, 13 per 
cent of executive and senior management person- 
nel are now women, where there were none in 
1975. And in professional capacities, women’s 
representation has doubled. (See table.) 


Representation of Women, CMHC 
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Employment Group 


Much of this success is due to CHMC’s Women’s 
Bureau, founded in 1976, and the Women’s Advi- 
sory Council which encouraged the advancement 
of women throughout the Corporation. Operating 
with the full support of management, the Women’s 
Bureau was a grass roots organization with 
representatives drawn from CMHC’s branch and 
regional offices, as well as its national office in 
Ottawa. 


In 1986, the program was expanded and the 
Employment Equity Office created. In addition to 
women, the program now covers visible minori- 
ties, disabled persons and natives. 


CMHC’s goal is to have its employment structure 
reflect the representation of these groups in the 
labour force. This has been achieved for visible 
minorities and natives; while in the case of women, 
the goal has been exceeded. Efforts in 1988 will 
concentrate on the recruitment of disabled per- 
sons and on continuing the advancement of 


* women, natives and visible minorities. 


According to the Honourable Stewart Mcinnes, 
Minister Responsible for CMHC, ‘CMHC intends 
to maintain its leadership position in employment 
equity. The Corporation is committed to providing 
a workplace that gives opportunities to all its 
employees and values their individual differences 
and strengths.” > 


Editor's note: Perspectives congratulates CMHC 
for its commitment to equality. Under the Employ- 
ment Equity Act, which came into force in 1986, 
Crown corporations and certain federally-regulated 
businesses are required to implement employment 
equity programs. The first annual reports required 
by the Act were to be submitted to the govern- 
ment by June 1, 1988. A report on the impact of 
the Employment Equity Act will be carried in a 
future issue of Perspectives. oO 


INTERNATIONAL 


ACTIVITIES 


tatus of Women Canada and the Minister 

Responsible for the Status of Women are 

actively involved in the work of a number 
of international bodies concerned with women’s 
affairs. Canada’s participation in these international 
endeavours not only assists efforts to integrate 
women’s concerns in our policies and programs 
at home, but also affords us an opportunity to con- 
tribute to the advancement of women world-wide. 
Canada participated in two major international 
meetings this spring. 


In March, the United Nations Commission on the 
Status of Women met in Vienna. The Commission 
is the 32-member body which provides policy 
direction on women’s issues for the U.N. It was 
responsible for the preparatory and follow-up work 
associated with the Forward-looking Strategies for 
the Advancement of Women which were adopted 
by U.N. member countries at the Nairobi World 
Conference on Women in 1985. Canada has 
recently been re-elected to the Commission for 
a third consecutive term which will run from 
1989-1992. 


The Commission, which now meets annually, has 
adopted a number of reforms to enable it to focus 
its activities on issues of importance to women's 
lives. This year the Commission concentrated on 
the needs of rural women, domestic violence, 
peace education and national machinery to inte- 
grate women’s perspective in government policy 
development. Canada initiated five resolutions 
which were all adopted at the meeting. One of 
these was a call for a special Commission ses- 
sion in 1990 to review and appraise progress for 


At the meeting of the U.N. Commission on the Status of 
Women, (I. to r.) Maureen Reagan, United States; Kay 
Stanley, Coordinator, Status of Women Canada; and 
Tatiana Nikolaeva, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
represented their respective countries. 


women since the 1985 World Conference. Twenty- 
one other countries joined with Canada in co- 
sponsoring a resolution dealing with national 
machinery for the advancement of women. 


During the first week of April, the Working Party 
on the Role of Women in the Economy met in 
Paris. This group undertakes comparative studies 
and reviews policy on issues of particular concern 
to women in the 24 countries belonging to the 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD). The Working Party dis- 
cussed a paper prepared by Canada on labour 
force adjustment. Other items on the agenda 
included a new chapter on women which will 
appear in the 1988 OECD Employment Outlook, 
and a discussion on the integration of work and 
family responsibilities — a topic closely linked to 
work done at an experts conference on the eco- 
nomics of lone-parent families which was spon- 
sored by the OECD in December 1987. a) 


WOMEN’S 
HEALTH 


National Symposium on the 
Changing Patterns of oe 
4 -® Health and Disease sé 


in Canadian Women, A 
sponsored by Health and 
Welfare Canada, was held 
in Ottawa in April. 


In her address to the 
Symposium, the 
Honourable Barbara 
McDougall, Minister 
Responsible for the 
Status of Women, noted 
that, ‘Women need 


Changing Patterns Le nié changeant 
of Healt ith and FL Xeae dela santé et de a maladie. 
in Canadian Women - chez la femme canadienne 


À National Simposium Un symposium national 


Barbara McDougall addressed the Specie on the Le Patterns of Health and Disease in Canadian 
Women. 


to be physically and rental healthy in order to 
fill the many vital roles they perform in society. NEWS IN 
seen from this perspective,’ she added, ‘health 

practices are closely linked to women’s achieve- 

ment of their full potential.” BRIBF 


Mrs. McDougall suggested that for women, good 


health has as much to do with social concepts, Action for seniors 
lifestyles, interpersonal relationships and self- 
respect, as with symptoms, diagnoses and cures. On February 9, 1988, the Honourable Jake Epp, 


As well, she observed that women’s health can 
be affected by a whole range of social and eco- 
nomic factors. These include poverty and eco- 
nomic insecurity, work environments which sub- 
ject women to discrimination, the isolation and low 
status of women working in the home, and 
women's heavy responsibilities as parents, work- 
ers, Caregivers and wives. 


Minister of Health and Welfare, and the Honoura- 
ble George Hees, Minister of State for Seniors, 
announced a new Seniors Initiative. The initiative 
will add another $30 million annually to federal 
government contributions to improve the quality 
of life for seniors in Canada. Elements of the 
Seniors Initiative include a Seniors Independence 
Program; additional resources for ‘the New 
. Horizons Program; a new research fund for. dis- 
eases affecting seniors’ independence; and an 
increased budget for the National Advisory Council 
NO Anette and social advancement, on Aging. For further information on the Seniors 
Including the Employment Equity program, the Initiative, contact: Seniors Secretariat, 10th floor, 


National Strategy on Child Care, legislation to Jeanne Mance Building, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OK9. 
strengthen the enforcement of court-authorized ; | > 


support orders, pension reforms, and the program 
to implement equal pay for work of equal value 
within the federal public service. Oo 


Mrs. McDougall outlined the numerous measures 
the federal government has initiated to promote 


Women in the Commonwealth 


On International Women’s Day, the Honourable 
Barbara McDougall, Minister Responsible for the 
Status of Women, announced that Canada will host 
the third meeting of Commonwealth Ministers for 
Women’s Affairs to be held in Ottawa in 1990. The 
first meeting took place in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1985 
on the eve of the United Nations World Confer- 
ence on Women. At their second meeting in 
Harare, Zimbabwe in 1987, Ministers adopted a 
detailed plan of action to integrate the concerns 
and perspectives of women in the work of the 
Commonwealth Secretariat and member coun- 
tries. Ministers also decided to meet every three 
years, aS an ongoing commitment to the full par- 
ticipation of women in Commonwealth countries. 


Scholarships for women 


Details of the interim phase of the federal govern- 
ment’s $80 million Canada Scholarship Program 
were announced March 28, 1988 by the Honoura- 
ble Barbara McDougall, Minister Responsible for 
the Status of Women, and the Honourable Frank 
Oberle, Minister of State (Science and Technol- 
ogy). In the first year of the program, 2,500 scholar- 
ships worth $2,000 each will be awarded to first 
year university undergraduates pursuing degrees 
in natural sciences, engineering and related 
disciplines. 


Each participating post-secondary institution will 
be required to ensure that at least 50 per cent of 
the student nominees are women. A minimum of 
1,250 scholarships each year will be awarded to 
women. Particular emphasis will be placed on 
nominating women who are entering disciplines 
where their representation is lowest, especially in 
engineering and applied sciences. The scholar- 
ships will be renewable up to a further three years, 
for a maximum of $8,000 per student. 


Strengthening the consultative process 


A workshop coordinated by the Public. Policy 
Forum was held on April 24-26, 1988, at Mont Ste. 
Marie, Quebec, to discuss ways of improving the 
quality of communications and consultations 
between women’s groups and the federal govern- 
ment. Thirty participants, half from Canadian 
women’s groups and half from the government, 
discussed ways to strengthen the consultative 
process between policy makers and women's 
groups. 


Family violence initiative 


On June 7, 1988, the Honourable Jake Epp, Min- 
ister of Health and Welfare, and the Honourable 
Barbara McDougall, Minister Responsible for the 
Status of Women, announced that the federal 
government will spend an additional $40 million 
over the next four years to address the problem 
of family violence. 


More than half of the money, $22.2 million, has 
been allocated to the Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation for the creation of 500 new 
short-term shelter units which will provide 
accommodation for about 25,000 more women 
and children each year. 


The remainder of the money is being directed to 
a range of initiatives designed to deal with immedi- 
ate needs as well as long-range remedies and 
preventive measures. These include improved 
social and health service delivery; enhanced avail- 
ability of services to aboriginal, immigrant and visi- 
ble minority communities; more research and 
evaluation to better understand the causes of 
family violence and the best measures to treat and 
prevent it; improved training for members of the 
criminal justice system; and better information col- 
lection and dissemination. oO 


SOURCES AND 
RESOURCES 


Women in Politics: Becoming Full Partners in the 
Political Process (1987) outlines the barriers 
preventing women from entering politics — and 
provides some solutions. For a free copy contact: 
Publications, Canadian Advisory Council on the 
Status of Women, Box 1541, Station B, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1P 5R5, or telephone (613) 992-4976. 


Job Futures: The Handbook (1988-89 edition) pro- 
vides an overview of more than 200 occupations. 
This condensed version of Job Futures Vol. | & II 
is invaluable for career counsellors and those 
assessing career options. For a free copy contact: 
Enquiries and Distribution, Public Affairs, Employ- 
ment and Immigration Canada, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1J 0J9, or telephone (819) 994-6313. 


To a Safer Place (1987), produced by the National 
Film Board, is the inspiring account of one 
woman's life as a survivor of childhood incest. 

> 
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Copies can be borrowed free of charge on 16 mm 
film from your nearest National Film Board office. 
VHS videos can be rented for $2/day. 


Update on Stereotyping (1988) is a comprehen- 
sive pamphlet outlining the ways to avoid sexist 
or racist language in communication. A limited 
number of copies are available by writing to: 
Publications, Public Service Commission of 
Canada, 300 Laurier Avenue West, Room A2204, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OM7, or by telephoning 
(613) 992-9533. 


Fact Sheets (1988) highlight the federal govern- 
ment’s continued progress in implementing the 
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies, the United 
Nations’ blueprint for achieving women’s equal- 
ity by the year 2000. Free copies can be obtained 
from: Status of Women Canada, 151 Sparks Street, 
10th Floor, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 103, or by 
telephoning (613) 995-7835. oO 


APPOINTMENTS 


The next issue will be available in the fall, 
1988. 


Reproduction of material in PERSPECTIVES 
is permitted provided source is mentioned. 
PERSPECTIVES is published quarterly by: 


Communications Unit 
Status of Women Canada 
151 Sparks Street 

10th Floor, Room 1005 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 1C3 


ISSN 0836-0111 


he government has surpassed its goal of 

doubling the percentage of Order in 

Council positions filled by women. Cur- 
rently 31 per cent of the appointments to govern- 
ment boards, agencies and commissions have 
been women. Some of the recent appointments 
are listed below. 


Four new women members of the National Arts 
Centre board of trustees have been appointed for 
three-year terms. This brings to six the number of 
women on the 10-member board. 


Adele MacLeod-Seaman of Bellevue Cove, PE. 


is a psychologist, dietician, and partner in Sea- 
man’s Beverages. She is a founding member of 
the PE. Ballet Association, and has been presi- 
dent of the PE. Dietetic Association: 


Dr. Reva Gerstein of Toronto is a professional psy- 
chologist, senator of the Stratford Festival, presi- 
dent of the Ontario Psychological Foundation, and 
a member of the Ontario Police Commission. 


Marie-Claire Levesque Morin of Saint-Lambert, 
Quebec is director of development and commu- 
nications at the McCord Museum of Canadian 
History in Montreal. She has served with the 
Canadian General Consulate in Marseille and 
Monaco and with the Canadian Embassy in Paris. 


Madeline Panaccio of Montreal is assistant director 
general of the Montreal Symphony Orchestra. She 
is a member of the Comité des industries cul- 
turelles of the Montreal Chamber of Commerce. 


In addition, Marie-Paule Charbonneau has recently 
been appointed the first woman Assistant Deputy 
Sergeant-at-Arms at the House of Commons. 
Previously, she served as Secretary of the House 
of Commons Security Services Employee Associ- 
ation, where she worked for better conditions for 
women in the service. 


Citizenship Court Judge appointments include 
Sonia Skibo, of Calgary, Alberta, who is a child 
development consultant with a Masters degree in 


~ Social Work; and Khatoon Badrudin Parpia, of 


Vancouver, B.C. Originally from Kenya, she is 
involved in a number of community activities. 


Joyce Smith, former executive director of the 
Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter; has beén 


. appointed a full-time Commissioner of . the 


Canadian Pension Commission. : oO 
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Vol. 2 No. 1 Fall 1988 


MESSAGE 


!. to r. Jacqueline Collette, Jean E. Carson, Minister 
McDougall with Margaret Paton Hyndman, Marion 
Powell, Nellie Mildred Carlson, and Senate Speaker 
Guy Charbonneau. 


ighlighting this first anniversary issue of 

Perspectives is an article about the 

Persons Case, which established the 
legitimacy of Canadian women as persons in 1929. 
Recently, it was my privilege to be present at the 
ceremony honouring the five recipients of the tenth 
annual Persons Awards. The Awards were estab- 
lished in 1979 on the 50th anniversary of the date 
of the original Persons Case decision. They recog- 
nize the outstanding contributions made by Cana- 
dian women to advance the status of women. The 


recipients are known for their dedication to the 
ideals of the ‘‘famous five’ Alberta women who 
championed the original Persons Case. 


The Persons Case celebrates the determination 
Canadian women have exhibited over the years 
to improve not only their own situation, but the 
well-being of society as a whole. Our government 
recognizes that such activities are essential to the 
partnership required to achieve full equality for 
women. As a way of acknowledging the important 
contribution made by the voluntary sector to pro- 
mote the advancement of women, this issue of 
Perspectives also inaugurates a new feature called 
“Partners in the Community” which will profile 
voluntary organizations working in areas of impor- 
tance to Canadian women. | hope you will find it 
of interest. 


Paton ae 


Barbara McDougall 


THE PERSONS 
CASE 


O which affirmed the status of Slick 


women as persons. 


ctober 18, 1988 is the 59th anniversary 
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After 1918, when women won the right to vote in 
federal elections, repeated requests were made 
by individuals and women’s groups for the appoint- 
ment of a woman to the Senate. All had been 
turned down or ignored. In their interpretation of 
Section 24 of the British North America Act, which 
stated that ‘“‘the Governor General shall . . . sum- 
mon qualified persons to the Senate’, govern- 
ments of the day deemed the clause to exclude 
women. 


Me Persons Care L'affaire “personne” 


1929 


? 
Netlie MeClang RY trene Parths 
ae 


Emily Murphy 


Louise McKinney 


Henrietta Muir Edwards 


In 1927, Emily Murphy, Canada’s first woman 
magistrate, decided to launch a challenge of this 
exclusion. She was joined by four other Alberta 
women — Nellie McClung, Louise McKinney, 
Irene Parlby, and Henrietta Muir Edwards — in 
asking the Supreme Court of Canada-to interpret 
the British North America Act's ‘‘persons”’ clause 
to include women. In April 1928, the Supreme 
Court ruled against them. 


Undaunted by this decision, the five resolved to 
take their case to the Judicial Committee of the 
British Privy Council, which was at that time the 
final court of appeal for Canada. On October 18, 
1929, after four days of deliberation, Lord Sankey, 
the British Lord Chancellor, announced the Privy 
Council’s decision, declaring that the word ‘‘per- 
sons” in Section 24 of the British North America 
Act included members of both male and female 


sex, and therefore women were eligible to be sum- 
moned to the Senate of Canada. In 1930, Cairine 
Wilson became Canada’s first woman Senator. 


Like much of the history of women in Canada, the 
Persons Case was largely forgotten for 50 years. 
In 1979 the government decided to commemorate 
the achievements of the ‘‘famous five” Alberta 
women who had instigated the Persons Case, by 
establishing the Persons Awards to recognize out- 
standing contributions to the quality of life for 
Canadian women. 


On October 17, 1988, the tenth annua! Persons 
Awards were presented to: . 


Nellie Mildred Carlson of Edmonton, Alberta, for 
her promotion of native women’s rights; 


Jean E. Carson of Winnipeg, Manitoba, for her 
work with provincial women’s organizations espe- 
cially in the areas of family law and trades training 
for women; 


Jacqueline Collette of Moncton, New Brunswick, 
for her activities to improve social and economic 
conditions for Acadian women; 


Margaret Paton Hynaman of Toronto, Ontario, for 
championing many legal and employment equal- 
ity issues for women; and 


Marion Powell, of Caledon, Ontario, for her 
long-standing activism in the area of women’s 
health. oO 


EMPLOYMENT 
EQUITY 


he federal government announced its 


adoption of the principle of employment 


ep equity in 1985, to identify and remove dis- 


criminatory policies and practices in the workplace, 
and to foster the full use of the employment capa- 
bilities of all Canadians. 


The Employment Equity Act, proclaimed into law 
in August 1986, applies to employers under fed- 
eral jurisdiction and is aimed at redressing sys- 
temic discrimination against four designated tar- 
get groups: women, the disabled, aboriginal 


peoples and visible minorities. > 
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Under the Act, employers are required to report 
annually on the progress made during the year to 
implement employment equity. Reports must con- 
tain information divided by target group that is 
related to industrial sector, geographic location of 
employees, and number of employees designated 
by occupation, salary, hirings, promotions and ter- 
minations. The Canadian Human Rights Commis- 
sion is empowered to initiate complaints when 
there are reasonable grounds for believing that an 
employer is engaged in discriminatory practices. 


Employment equity has been applied to the fed- 
eral public service since 1985. Each federal 
department and agency has developed and is 
implementing an employment equity plan to ensure 
fairer representation of women, disabled persons, 
native peoples and members of visible minorities. 
These plans include the establishment of numeri- 
cal objectives and special initiatives in the areas 
of staffing, training and development, promotion, 
and participation in career advancement and 
adjustment programs. 


As of July 1988, the federal government has met 
or exceeded most of its public service employment 
equity targets for the first three years of the pro- 
gram. New employment equity targets have been 
set for the period to March 31, 1991. For women, 
special areas of attention within the public service 
are the management category, non-traditional 
occupations and other job categories in which 
women are underrepresented. 


For Crown corporations, their first annual reports 
on the implementation of employment equity were 
due by June 1, 1987. Each of the 29 major Crown 
corporations has put in place an employment 
equity program which includes the setting of 
numerical objectives for the participation of tar- 
get groups. 


Private employers under federal jurisdiction were 
required to submit the first of their annual reports 
under the Employment Equity Act by June 1, 1988. 
Preliminary data indicate that 96 per cent of those 
covered have complied with the Act's reporting 
requirements. These reports are being scrutinized 
to assess adherence to employment equity, and 
follow-up action is being pursued with those com- 
panies which have yet to file their reports. O 


CANADA 


Ï n April, Status of Women Canada co- 


Sponsored a forum to discuss ways of 
~*~ both improving the process of consulta- 
tion between the federal government and Cana- 
dian women’s groups, and making it more effec- 
tive in terms of policy development. The forum was 
attended by representatives of 16 women’s groups 
and officials from 14 federal government depart- 
ments. One point of concern identified by semi- 
nar participants was the lack of public awareness 
of certain government programs. As part of Status 
of Women Canada’s overall efforts to promote 
wider knowledge of government programs and 
services of interest to Canadian women, we have 
included in this issue of Perspectives a descrip- 
tion of Interchange Canada, a program designed 
for individuals, both inside and outside the federal 
public service, who are seeking challenge and 
career advancement. 


Interchange Canada is a program jointly 
administered by Treasury Board and the Public 
Service Commission to encourage, plan and 
administer staff exchanges between the federal 
public service and other sectors of the Canadian 
economy — particularly the private sector, munic- 
ipal and provincial governments, Crown corpo- 
rations, academic institutions and volunteer and 
non-profit organizations. 


This program is designed to improve understand- 
ing among the various sectors of the Canadian 
economy; to provide participating organizations 
with temporary specialized services; and to facili- 
tate the transfer of knowledge and skills among 
managers and other specialists. It is also a flexi- 
ble means of improving the efficiency of participat- 
ing organizations by planning the career develop- 
ment of certain employees. To participate in the 
Interchange Canada program, participants must 
meet certain criteria: 


e be a member of the management category 
or another category performing scientific 
duties in a managerial or other specialized 


capacity; 


e have worked several years in their 
organization; > 


e have performed consistently well in areas 
related to a managerial position; 


e have demonstrated potential for advancement; 


e be an employee of the organization (there 
must be a supervisor/subordinate relationship 
between the proposed employee and the 
sponsoring organization), and 


e the proposed participant and the sponsoring 
organization must demonstrate a long-term 
professional interest. 


With a few additional variations, federal public 
servants who want to apply to participate in this 
program must meet the same selection criteria 
as private sector employees. 


Normally, assignments are for a one- or two-year 
period. Interchange Canada can approve exten- 
sions, provided that the extension is in keeping with 
the participant’s career plan. For purposes of sal- 
ary and benefits, individuals who take an Inter- 
change Canada assignment remain employees of 
their sponsoring organization. The host organiza- 
tion must also formally promise not to offer the 
employee a permanent position during or after his 
or her assignment. 


For more information about Interchange Canada, 


contact: Huguette Jodoin, Principal Program 
Officer, Interchange Canada, 300 Laurier Avenue 
West, 21st Floor, West Tower, L’Esplanade 
Laurier, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OM7, (613) 992-9519. 
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CHILD CARE 
INITIATIVES 
FUND 


he Child Care Initiatives Fund (CCIF) is 

one element of the three-part National 

Child Care Strategy announced in 
December 1987. Established to encourage the 
development of innovative solutions to child care 
issues and problems, the CCIF complements the 
Strategy's two other components: a proposed new 
cost-sharing arrangement with the provinces and 
territories for child care and a package of tax 
measures offering financial assistance to Cana- 
dian families. 


The CCIF will make $100 million in funding avail- 
able over a seven-year period for public aware- 
ness, and research and development projects in 
the area of child care. 


The Fund is designed to work in a flexible man- 
ner to provide the means by which interested and 
involved Canadians — parents, voluntary organi- 
zations, employers, child care workers, and 
researchers — can apply their skills, experience, 
and enthusiasm towards finding creative and 
innovative approaches to child care issues. 


Special priority is being given to practical proposals 
designed to address the specific needs of Indian 
and Inuit children and ethnic communities,-as well 
as special needs children who are physically or 
mentally disabled. The CCIF is also targeting spe- 
cial child care situations such as rural areas, 
employer-sponsored child care and the needs of 
families whose parent or parents work part-time 
or shifts. As well, the Fund is encouraging the 
development of non-profit, community-based child 
care services, including parent resource centres. 


Some examples of projects already approved 
under the CCIF are: | 


e $1.2 million awarded over a three year period 
to the National Day Care Research Network. 
Researchers at the universities of Guelph, 
Manitoba, British Columbia, and Victoria, with 
the cooperation of Statistics Canada, will Sur- 
vey the child care practices and preferences 
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Of 41,000 parents. This study will provide the 
first complete picture of how Canadian par- 
ents arrange for the care of their children. 


e $199,000 to the Meadow Lake Tribal Council 
of Saskatchewan to provide technical and 
developmental assistance to each of its 
10 bands so that they may identify and 
respond to their unique requirements for child 
care services. 


e $25,450 to the Federated Women’s Institutes 
of Canada to conduct a one-day workshop to 
develop criteria for research into child care 
needs in rural Canada. 


e $8,136 to the Family Day Care Association of 
Manitoba to convene a three-day conference 
providing an opportunity for home child care 
providers to meet together and upgrade their 
Skills. 


To obtain application forms or further information, 
contact: Child Care Initiatives Fund (CCIF), Health 
and Welfare Canada, 6th Floor, Brooke Claxton 
Building, Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 1B5, (613) 954-8255 or (613) 957-0638. oO 


ACTION ON 
CHILD 
SEXUAL 
ABUSE 


| n January, new federal legislation came 


into effect to address the sexual abuse 
Æ and exploitation of children. The new law 
will provide better protection to child sexual abuse 
victims, strengthen investigation and prosecution 
procedures, and bring sentencing into line with the 
severity of the offence. 


Canadians have shown that they are deeply con- 
cerned about the need to provide better protec- 
tion for sexually abused and exploited children and 
youths. Until recently, child sexual abuse was 
rarely spoken about: yet it is a widespread 
phenomenon that has damaged the lives of thou- 
sands of young Canadians. 


The federal government has undertaken several 
initiatives in support of its new legislation, includ- 
ing the funding of demonstration projects, research 
to monitor and assess the effectiveness cf the law, 
and a public awareness campaign. 


In August 1987, Rix Rogers was appointed as the 
first Special Advisor on Child Sexual Abuse, report- 
ing directly to the Minister of Health and Welfare. 


The Special Advisor's mandate is to make recom- 
mendations to the Minister regarding the long-term 
role and responsibility of the federal government 
in responding to the problem of child sexual abuse. 


Finding a way to curb child sexual abuse will 
involve the different elements of our country’s legal 
system, as well as a variety of public and private 
services. 


Rix Rogers, former General Secretary and Chief 
Executive Officer of the National Council of 
YMCAs, brings to his task his extensive experience 
with the voluntary sector and his recognized exper- 
tise in dealing with all levels of government. 


Over the past year, Mr. Rogers has consulted 
closely with the provinces, territories, key profes- 
sionals and non-governmental organizations. He 


is expected to make his report to the Minister this 
fall. oO 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


Grants for farm women 


n August, the federal government 

announced an enhanced grants initiative, 

called the Farm Women's Advancement 
Program, to finance projects undertaken by farm 
women’s groups. The program is designed to sup- 
port legal and economic equality for farm women, 
promote their increasing participation in decision- 
making on the farm and to recognize their impor- 
tant contribution to the well-being of the agricul- 
ture sector. Program funding will be provided in 
the amount of $650,000 over the next five years. 


Criteria for determining priorities are now being 
finalized in consultation with farm women’s groups 
across the country. Projects eligible for grants 
under the Farm Women’s Advancement Program 
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will likely include information, education and train- 
ing programs, as well as programs aimed at 
presenting farm women’s concerns to govern- 
ment, attendance at conferences, and programs 
to promote awareness of women’s involvement 
in agriculture. 


Entrepreneurship 


Women now own more than one-third of Canada’s 
small businesses, and their numbers and suc- 
cesses continue to grow. For women who are now 
entrepreneurs or who are thinking of starting a 
business of their own, the federal government’s 
National Policy on Entrepreneurship, announced 
in August, will be of particular interest. The 
policy has a three-fold purpose: to encourage 
entrepreneurship, especially among women and 
other selected target groups; to nurture entre- 
preneurship among owners or operators of exist- 
ing small- and medium-sized businesses to help 
them grow and expand; and to remove obstacles 
to successful entrepreneurship. Specific initiatives 
to be undertaken in support of the policy include 
the establishment of a National Institute for 
Entrepreneurship to stimulate new research in the 
area, the convening of a special forum in 1989 on 
the future of Canadian entrepreneurship, and the 
expansion of the Canada Opportunities Investment 


Network which links entrepreneurs with investors . 


seeking opportunities. — 
Canada Volunteer Award 


Health and Welfare Canada has established the 
Canada Volunteer Award to recognize and 
encourage Canadians who have made outstand- 
ing voluntary contributions towards improving the 
health and social well-being of their fellow citizens. 
Nominations close as of December 1, 1988. For 
more information contact: Canada Volunteer 
Secretariat, Health and Welfare Canada, Brooke 
Claxton Building, Room 518, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OKQ. 


Measuring women’s equality 


In March, the Honourable Barbara McDougall, 
Minister Responsible for the Status of Women, and 
the Honourable David Crombie, then Secretary of 
State, released Canada’s second report to the 
United Nations on the Convention on the Elimina- 
tion of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW). 


CEDAW is one of four basic United Nations human 
rights treaties. It outlines the fundamental rights 
and freedoms that should be enjoyed equally by 


women and men, including equal rights in educa- 
tion and employment; economic and social 
benefits; and equality before the law in political and 
public life, and marriage and family law. 


Canada ratified CEDAW in 1981, and in 1983 sub- 
mitted its first report to the United Nations on the 
progress made in implementing the Convention. 
This second report, which will be reviewed in 1989 
by the United Nations Committee on the Elimina- 
tion of Discrimination Against Women, focuses on 
initiatives taken since 1983. In addition to a statisti- 
cal overview that analyzes trends in the evolution 
of women’s equality, the report includes informa- 
tion on measures taken to advance the status of 
women in Canada by the federal, provincial and 
territorial governments. 


The report is available, in English or French, from 
any local or regional office of the Department of 
the Secretary of State or by writing to: Communi- 


~ Cations Branch, Department of the Secretary of 


State, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OM5. 


Preparing for 1990 


In 1990, a special extended session of the United 
Nations Commission on the Status of Women will 
review progress made in implementing the Nairobi 
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement 
of Women (FLS). The FLS, which provides a blue- 
print for the achievement of women’s equality by 
the year 2000, was adopted by consensus at the 
World Conference on Women held in Nairobi, 
Kenya, in 1985 to mark the end of the UN Decade 
for Women. 


In preparation for the 1990 review, federal, provin- 
cial and territorial governments in Canada, as well 
as Canada’s national women’s groups, are cur- 
rently assessing the effectiveness of the measures 
they have taken to implement the FLS. Canada’s 
report will be submitted to the UN early in 1989. 


Commonwealth activities 


In June, Canada participated in a seven-day work- 
shop on violence against women and child sex- 
ual abuse, from a law enforcement perspective. 
Organized by the Commonwealth's Women and 
Development Program, the workshop’s aims were 
to sensitize and assist policy-makers within Com- 
monwealth police forces to recognize the impor- 
tance of police training on the specific issues of 
violence against women and child sexual abuse, 
and to build on the experience of the participants 
and other resource people to develop guidelines 
for police training on these issues. The workshop 


. Was attended by 40 senior police officers from 18 


Commonwealth countries, including Canada. oO 
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PARTNERS 
IN THE 
COMMUNITY 


omen’s organizations, and women 

individually, make enormous contribu- 

tions of time and energy to the voluntary 
sector, in areas such as recreation, social and 
health services, and community develooment; in 
policy input to public hearings and government 
committees; and involvement in task forces and 
working groups dealing with a broad range of 
issues of public concern. 


The federal government recognizes that such 
activities are a vital component of overall efforts 
to advance the equality of women in Canada. 


Beginning with this issue of Perspectives, ‘‘Part- 
ners in the Community” will focus on voluntary 
organizations which are involved in areas of 
interest and concern to Canadian women. We wish 
to thank the Canadian PID Society for giving us 
the idea for this column; a description of the Soci- 
ety’s work is featured in this inaugural appearance 
of ‘‘Partners in the Community”. 


The Canadian PID Society provides emotional and 
practical support to women with PID (pelvic inflam- 
matory disease), promotes public understanding 
and prevention of PID, and promotes research and 
awareness of the impact of PID on women’s lives. 
Its services include counselling, telephone support 
networks, resource and referral, community out- 
reach and education, and research. For more 
information contact: The Canadian PID Society, 
Box 33804, Station D, Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia V6J 4L6, or telephone (604) 684-5704. 


Editor’s note: We hope ‘Partners in the Commu- 
nity’’ will become a regular feature publicizing the 
activities of voluntary groups actively promoting 
women's well-being and advancement in Cana- 
dian society. Brief descriptions of your organiza- 
tion’s mandate and activities are invited for inclu- 
sion in future issues of Perspectives. oO 


SOURCES AND 
RESOURCES 


Mental Health for Canadians: Striking a Balance 
(1988) discusses major challenges in the mental 
health field and proposes a new definition of mental 
health. For a free copy of this discussion paper 
contact: Publications Section, Health Services and 
Promotion Branch, Health and Welfare Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1B4, or telephone (613) 
954-8576. 


The following publications are available from 
the Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women: 


Women Entrepreneurs: Building a Stronger Cana- 
dian Economy (1988) by Dina Lavoie. 


Reality Gap: The Disparity Between Womens’ 
Needs and Existing Programs and Services (1988) 
by Sherri Torjman. 


Social Issues Affecting Aboriginal Women (1988) 
by Anne Noonan. 


Immigrant Women in Canada: A Policy Perspec- 
tive (1988) by Shirley B. Seward and Kathryn 
McDade. 


Becoming a Parent: A Guide to Maternity/Parental 
Leave and Benefits in Canada (1988). 


For a free copy of any or all of these publications 
contact: Publications, Canadian Advisory Council 
on the Status of Women, Box 1541, Station B, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5R5, or telephone (613) 
992-4976. 


The following publications have been produced by 
the Department of Justice: 


Another Way: Mediation in Divorce and Separa- 
tion (also available on audio cassette). 


Court-Based Divorce Mediation in Four Canadian 
Cities: An Overview of Research Results. 


The Young Offenders Act: Highlights (1988) 
describes the Act and the roles played by those 
involved in its administration. 


f charge by 
The foregoing can be obtained free of ¢ e 
contacting: Communications and Public Affairs, 
Department of Justice, 239 Wellington Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OH8 (613) 957-4222. oO 
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APPOINTMENTS 


R ecent federal appointments include: 

—& ® Solange Chaput-Rolland of Montreal to 
the Senate. A former journalist and television com- 
mentator, she was a member of the Quebec 


National Assembly and also served with the 
Commission on Canadian Unity. 


Michelle Falardeau-Ramsay of Ottawa as Deputy 
Chief Commissioner of the Canadian Human 
Rights Commission. She previously served as 
Chair of the Immigration Appeal Board. 


Monique Coupal of Ottawa as Vice-Chair of the 
Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunica- 
tions Commission. She has been a Commission 
member since 1983. 


Adrian Burns of Calgary as Member of the Cana- 
dian Radio-Television and Telecommunications 
Commission. A broadcaster, she is also the former 
director of the Calgary Arts Foundation. 


Micheline Beaudry of Montreal as Vice-Chair of 
the National Transportation Agency. She was 


previously vice-chair- of Lavalin Econosult | 


Incorporated. 


Nicolle Forget of Montreal as Member of the 
National Transportation Agency. She was vice- 
chair of the Essential Services Board for the 
Province of Quebec. 


Aruna G. Nagpal of Toronto as Citizenship Court 
Judge. She was formely national vice-president of 
the National Association of Canadians of Origin 
in India, and past general secretary of the Associ- 
ation of Women in India and in Canada. 


Noella Porter of Sainte-Foy, Quebec to a two-year 
term with the National Advisory Council on Aging. 
Previously a special academic advisor on continu- 
ing education, she has been actively involved with 
seniors in Quebec. 


Nurjehan Nizar Mawani of Vancouver as Deputy 
Chair of the Immigration and Refugee Board. She 
had been deputy chair of the Immigration Appeal 
Board. 


Also appointed to the Immigration and Refugee 
Board as regional Assistant Deputy Chairs are: 
Kathi J. Arkin, Toronto; Elizabeth Bryant, Calgary; 
Dorothy Davey, Toronto; Lila Goodspeed, 
Winnipeg; Anna Ker, Toronto; Gisèle Morgan, 
Montreal; and Colette Savard, Montreal. Women 
represent 40 per cent of the appointments made 
to date to the Immigration and Refugee Board. 


Recent diplomatic appointments include: - 


Mary E. Vandenhoff of Stonewall, Manitoba as 
Ambassador to Finland. She served previously as 
director of the Export Finance Capital Projects and 
Trading House Division of External Affairs. 


- M. Anne Charles of Victoria as Ambassador to 


Peru with concurrent accreditation to Bolivia. She 
has held positions with several federal depart- 
ments, most recently as Consul and Senior Trade 
Commissioner with the Canadian Consulate in 
Dallas, Texas. 


Marie-Andrée Beauchemin of Montreal as Consul 
General in Milan, Italy. Her previous position with 
External Affairs was assistant deputy minister of 
Communications and Culture. oO 


The next issue will be available in the winter, 
1989. . 


Reproduction of material in PERSPECTIVES 
is permitted provided source is mentioned. 
PERSPECTIVES is published quarterly by: 


Communications Unit 
Status of Women Canada 
151 Sparks Street 

10th floor, Room 1005 
Ottawa, Ontario 
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involved this year by participating in events 
taking place in your community to mark Inter- 
national Women's Day. 


MINISTER’S 
MESSAGE 


This edition of Perspectives highlights the status 
of women from an international perspective. 
Although their individual circumstances may be 
quite different, women throughout the world 
share many of the same hopes and dreams. 
Canadian women have accomplished much in 
recent decades. International Women’s Day cele- 
brates those achievements. | hope it will also 
promote a greater awareness of our common 
bonds with women elsewhere in the world, and 
an appreciation of the need to work together to 
achieve equality for women. 


foizthrete Md Mbeya 


Barbara McDougall 


INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY 


nternational Women's Day, March 8, 


arch 8 is International Women's Day — 
an occasion for focusing attention on 
the situation of women, their achieve- 
ments, their concerns and their aspirations. In 
Canada and elsewhere around the world, Inter- 


1989, will see women participating 
~*~ actively in every facet of society. In 
their homes, in their communities, in all occu- 
pations represented in the economy, women will 
be making their mark, doing their best, and 


national Women’s Day will be celebrated with > 
a variety of events. | encourage you to get 
| ha | 
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making a solid and substantial contribution to our 
national and international well-being — as they 
do every day, all across Canada and throughout 
the world. 


International Women’s Day began at the turn of 
the century as a tribute to the strike called by 
women working in the New York City garment 
industry, to protest their overcrowded, dangerous 
working conditions and miserable pay. 


In North America, women’s situation has 
improved substantially since Clara Zetkin's decla- 
ration of the first International Women’s Day in 
1910. World-wide, however, women still make up 
most of the poor, the illiterate, the unemployed 
and the under-employed. Very few women hold 
the reins of political power that are key to chang- 
ing these trends. A United Nations survey found 
that although women are half the world’s popu- 
lation, they perform two thirds of the work, yet 


receive only 10 per cent of the world’s income. . 
Women are responsible for half the world’s food: 


production, but possess only one per cent of its 
material goods. 


World-wide efforts are under way to change this. 
Many significant advances were made during the 
United Nations Decade for Women, which began 
in 1975 and culminated in the U.N.-sponsored 
World Conference on Women held at Nairobi, 
Kenya in 1985. A new awareness of women’s 
situation developed during the Decade. Through 
research and discussion of women’s issues at 
the national and international levels, a greater 
knowledge of women’s problems evolved, which 
has led to a greater advocacy of their rights and 
a greater understanding of their needs. Ninety 
per cent of United Nations member countries 
now have women’s bureaus or other mecha- 
nisms dedicated specifically to the advancement 
of women — half of them established during the 
Decade. 


The 1985 Nairobi World Conference on Women 
was crucial to ensuring that the momentum 
generated by the Decade for Women continued. 
The key measure of the Conference’s success 
was the consensus adoption by representatives 


of U.N. member states of the Forward-looking . 


Strategies for the Advancement of Women. The 
Strategies are a blueprint for action to the year 
2000 to advance the status of women throughout 
the world. The Strategies provide guidelines to 
develop specific policies and programs to sys- 
tematically remove the remaining barriers to 
equality between women and men by the end 
of this century. 


The U.N. Commission on the Status of Women 
is charged with monitoring the implementation 
of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies. Each 
year the Commission examines in depth a num- 
ber of issues identified in the Strategies docu- 
ment. In 1988, the Commission’s focus included 
the problems of rural women, family violence and 
the effectiveness of national mechanisms to 
monitor and improve the status of women. 
Among the issues the Commission is scheduled 
to consider this year are education, literacy, child 
care, employment and the full and equal partici- 
pation of women in social and political systems. 
In 1990, the Commission will meet in a special 
extended session to review progress made to 
implement the Forward-looking Strategies. In 
preparation for the review, all U.N. member 
States have been requested to submit a report 
assessing the effectiveness of the measures they 
have taken to implement the Strategies. 


Canada played a leading role in the negotiating 
process that led to the adoption of the Nairobi 
Forward-looking Strategies in 1985. Currently ser- 
ving a third consecutive four-year term on the 
U.N. Commission on the Status of Women, 
Canada has worked to strengthen the Commis- 
sion’s role, particularly its ability to monitor the 
implementation of the Strategies. 


Canada has been actively advancing the cause 
of women’s equality in other forums as well. As 
a founding member of the Working Party on the 
Role of Women in the Economy of the Organi- 
zation for Economic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (O.E.C.D.), Canada has made a substantial 
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contribution in several key areas of the Working 
Party's continuing efforts on such issues as 
labour market adjustment for women, equal 
employment opportunities, equal pay for work of 
equal value, and the economics of lone-parent 
families. 


As well, Canada initiated the first-ever meeting 
of Commonwealth Ministers Responsible for 
Women’s Affairs in 1985. That meeting opened 
the way to the development of a Plan of Action 
to integrate women’s concerns in the activities 
of the Commonwealth in all areas, from econom- 
ic planning to scholarship and training programs. 
The Plan of Action, endorsed by the Common- 
wealth Heads of Government at their meeting in 
Vancouver in 1987, will be monitored by the Com- 
monwealth Ministers Responsible for Women’s 
Affairs. Canada will host the next meeting of 


Ministers to be held in Ottawa in 1990. Oo 


WOMEN IN 
DEVELOPMENT 


Canada’s Minister for External Relations, Monique 
Landry, speaking with women in Mali. 


anada’s Women in Development policy 

recognizes that the success of develop- 
_\~~—__ ment greatly depends on improving the 
lot of women — not simply because they are half 
the world’s population, but also because of their 
roles as food producers, as primary domestic 
gatherers and users of water and fuel, as care- 
givers and educators, and as income earners. 
In fact, women are an integral part of the devel- 
opment process. 


In November 1984, the federal government 
adopted a Policy Framework for Women in 
Development. This Framework was intended to 
ensure that the full range of Canada’s develop- 
ment assistance would contribute substantially 
to the realization of the full potential of Third 
World women. Applicable to all programs coor- 
dinated by the Canadian International Develop- 
ment Agency (C.I.D.A.), the Framework called for 
the full inclusion of women in development pro- 
ject planning and implementation, and for a 
variety of integration and special measures to 
assist Third World women in attaining job skills, 
education and access to income generation. 


A Women in Development Plan of Action cover- 
ing the five-year period from 1986 to 1991 was 
presented to Parliament in June 1986, to put the 
1984 Policy Framework into operation. The Plan 
of Action commits the federal government to inte- 
grating women’s concerns in all phases of its 
international development activity, and requires 
that all C.I.D.A. programs and projects specify 
the role of women as agents and beneficiaries 
of development cooperation. 


The Plan of Action puts in place mechanisms 
which aim at the integration of these objectives 
in all of CI.D.A's planning and management. 
New technical and administrative guidelines have 
been developed for all projects, which require 
that proposals indicate how women and women’s 
interests will be taken into account in project 
planning and delivery. Methods have been estab- 
lished to obtain and analyze information which 
clearly distinguishes between the sexes, SO as 
to avoid involuntary discrimination in projects and 
to take into account women’s special needs. As 
well, efforts are being made to ensure that 
women have a full role within the voluntary organ- 
izations and private firms that participate as 
partners in development projects. 


In addition to the integration of women in all its 
regular development programs, Canada is com- 
mitted to special measures to support the efforts 
of Third World women to participate fully in the 
development process. As well as supporting 
numerous projects initiated by Canadian non- 
governmental organizations, the federal govern- 
ment has contributed substantially to the United 
Nations-sponsored Women and Food Cycle 
Technologies Project which is targeted towards 
improving women’s productive capacity in the 
food sector. Canada has also contributed to a 
United Nations High Commission for Refugees 
project for women refugees in Africa which 
focuses on education and job training. > 
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Canada is the second largest donor to the United 
Nations Development Fund for Women, which 
assists small-scale, women-only projects that are 
designed to have a catalytic effect in support of 
the integration of women in development efforts. 
Canada’s contribution to the U.N. Develop- 
ment Fund for Women for 1988-89 will total 
$1.2 million. oO 


ADJUSTING TO 
FREE TRADE 


| n a speech to the House of Commons 


on December 19, 1988, the Honourable 
À Barbara McDougall, Minister Respon- 
sible for the Status of Women, addressed the 
issue of labour market adjustment in the context 
of the Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement. 


Pointing out that Canadians make over five mil- 
lion job changes every year, Mrs. McDougall 
noted that the federal government has in place 
a number of programs to help individuals and 
businesses adapt to changing labour market 
conditions. 
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Barbara McDougall addressing the House on the Free 
Trade issue. 


The Canadian Jobs Strategy, introduced in 1985, 
helps workers adjust to changing labour markets 
and provides training, through a mix of programs 


designed to meet the varied needs of individuals. 
The six components of the Canadian Jobs Strat- 
egy include programs to: help Canadians train 
in skills that are in short supply; enhance the 
employability of the long-term unemployed; allow 
employers to train workers in new technologies; 
provide integrated training and work experience 
to young people and women making the transi- 
tion to the labour market; help create business 
and training opportunities in communities suf- 
fering from chronic unemployment or economic 
dislocation; and test new projects and ideas to 
improve the functioning of Canada’s labour mar- 
ket. More than 400,000 Canadians benefited from 
these six programs last year. 


Mrs. McDougall noted that Canadian Jobs Strat- 
egy programs, which help individuals and com- 
munities cope with change in the labour market, 
are complemented by the federal government’s 
Industrial Adjustment Service which is targeted 
toward assisting Canadian companies in dealing 
with technological and market change. The 
Industrial Adjustment Service brings together 
labour and management to work with an outside 
labour market consultant to establish action pians 
to resolve particular human resource problems 
ranging from lay-offs to rapid expansions. 


In her speech, Mrs. McDougall made reference 
to the establishment, in January 1988, of the Advi- 
sory Council on Adjustment, composed of repre- 
sentatives of business, labour and the academic 
community. The Council’s mandate is to advise 
the government whether modifications to exist- 
ing adjustment programs are needed, in order 
to ensure that Canadian workers and businesses 
are able to take full advantage of the new oppor- 
tunities offered by the Free Trade Agreement. 


“Adjustment means changes, but it also means 
opportunity,” Mrs. McDougall said. “This govern- 
ment is totally committed to ensuring that Cana- 
dians have the best possible labour market 
programs." Nat] 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


New voices on the Hill 
anada’s 34th Parliament opened on 
December 12, 1988, with a record num- 


C ber of women taking their places in 


the House of Commons. Canadians elected 


39 women in the November 21, 1988 vote. In 


> 


comparison, 27 women were returned in the 
1984 election, 14 in 1980 and 10 in 1979. 
Canada’s women MPs come from all regions of 
the country and represent a variety of back- 
grounds and career experiences. By party 
affiliation, they include 21 Progressive Conserva- 
tives, 13 Liberals and 5 New Democrats. 


Employment Equity Report 


The first Employment Equity Act Annual Report 
was tabled in the House of Commons by the 
Honourable Barbara McDougall on December 
22, 1988. The Act, proclaimed into law in 1986, 
requires employers under federal jurisdiction 
to report on their efforts to redress systemic 
discrimination against four target groups: 
women, the disabled, aboriginal peoples and 
visible minorities. Reports were received from 
373 employers, covering a total of 594,531 
employees. 


The Employment Equity Act Annual Report pre- 
sents a consolidation and analysis of the results 
reported by individual employers. In the case of 
women, the Annual Report notes a 41.2 per cent 
representation in the work force covered under 
the Employment Equity Act, compared to 
women’s 44 per cent representation in the 
Canadian labour force overall. While the full-time 
average salary of the women covered by the Act 
was 13.5 per cent more than that of women in 
the general Canadian labour force, their average 
salary was just 70 per cent of the average salary 
of the men covered by the Act. Women gained 
53 per cent of all promotions in the Employment 
Equity work force in 1987. 


These first reports represent benchmark data 
on the status of designated groups within the 
federally regulated work force. 


Edna MacKenzie 


Jocelyne Cété-O’Hara 
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As expected in the first year of the operation of 
the Employment Equity Act, the reports docu- 
ment that the effects of systemic discrimination 
are well-rooted, and that considerable work has 
yet to be done to achieve a truly representative 
work force. 


Copies of the Employment Equity Act Annual 
Report can be obtained from: Public Affairs 
Branch, Employment and Immigration Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OJ9, telephone (819) 
994-6313. Individual Employment Equity reports 
submitted by affected employers are available 
for public viewing at libraries across Canada. 
Local Canada Employment Centres have bro- 
chures listing the libraries where employers’ 
reports can be accessed, or the reports can be 
purchased from: Canadian Government Publish- 
ing Centre, Supply and Services Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OS9, telephone (819) 
997-2560. 


Women in the public service 


In September, the government announced the 
creation of a Task Force to study the situation 
of women employed within the federal public ser- 
vice. Women still tend to be concentrated in 
lower-paying job categories within the public 
service, despite the progress made toward broad- 
ening women’s representation in a wider range 
of occupations, as a result of Employment Equity 
and the government’s appointment of record 
numbers of women to senior positions. 


The Task Force’s objectives are to identify bar- 
riers to employment for women in occupations 
where they are currently underrepresented; to 
determine the barriers to their promotion within 

> 


Jean Edmonds 
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certain occupational categories; and to recom- 
mend practical solutions to improve women’s 
employment situation within the public service. 
The Task Force is chaired by Jean Edmonds, for- 
mer Associate Deputy Minister of the Depart- 
ment of Regional Industrial Expansion. The other 
two members are Edna MacKenzie, Vice- 
President of the National Capital Commission, 
and Jocelyne Côté-O'Hara, Vice-President of the 
British Columbia Telephone Company. 


Persons Awards nominations 


Nominations are now being accepted for the 
1989 Persons Awards. The Awards recognize 
individuals who have made an outstanding con- 
tribution toward improving the status of women 
in Canada. The Awards were initiated in 1979 to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Persons 
Case, a lengthy legal and political battle which 
culminated on October 18, 1929, with Canadian 
women achieving ‘“‘persons’”’ status, enabling 
them to be considered for appointment to the 
Senate. The Persons Awards are presented 
during a ceremony held each October, in Ottawa. 
Nominations may be submitted by individuals, 
women's groups, community and business 
groups, and others. Nominations close on 
April 15. For more information about the 


Persons Awards selection criteria and nomina- - 


tion procedure contact: The Persons Awards, 
Status of Women Canada, 151 Sparks Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, or telephone 
(613) 995-7835. oO 


PARTNERS 
IN THE 
COMMUNITY 


66 artners in the Community” is a regular 
feature which publicizes the activities 
of voluntary groups actively promoting 

women's well-being and advancement in society. 

In this International Women’s Day issue of 

Perspectives, we are highlighting MATCH, a 

women's organization very much involved in 

advancing the status of women world-wide. 


MATCH is a non-governmental international 
development agency, run for — and by — 
women. Founded in 1976, it financially supports 
community programs that are planned and 
carried out by women in developing countries. 


Recent MATCH initiatives include funding voca- 
tional programs for battered women in India, sup- 
port for a textile-producing co-operative run by 
women in Botswana, and sponsorship of a femi- 
nist book exchange between Canada and the 
Caribbean. Through education, MATCH also aims 
to promote understanding among Canadians of 
the concerns and aspirations of Third World 
women. It publishes a newsletter five times a 
year. For more information contact: MATCH, 
1102-200 Elgin Street, Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1L5, 
or telephone (613) 238-1312. 


Editor's note: ‘Partners in the Community” 
focuses on voluntary organizations involved in 
areas of interest and concern to Canadian 
women. Brief descriptions of your organization’s 
mandate and activities are invited for inclusion 
in future issues of Perspectives. oO 


SOURCES AND 
RESOURCES 


Directory of Federal Government Programs and 
Services for Women (1989) is a new guide to 
federal programs and services that are directed 
solely toward women, as well as those programs 
that meet other interests and needs that women 
have expressed. The Directory is organized by 
major subject areas such as employment, edu- 
cation, culture, health and social services. A com- 
prehensive index directs the reader to specific 
programs and services. For a free copy (in 
English or French) contact: Communications 
Directorate, Status of Women Canada, 151 
Sparks Street, 10th Floor, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 1C3, or telephone (613) 995-7835. — 


Dimensions of Equality: An Update of the Federal 
Government Work Plan for Women (1989) 
reviews the progress made in fulfilling the com- 
mitments outlined in the Work Plan for Women, 
tabled by the Prime Minister at the First Minis- 
ters’ Conference in Vancouver in November 
1986. The document also examines the federal 


_ government's overall record on issues relevant 


to women’s advancement in society. For a free 
copy contact: Communications Directorate, 
Status of Women Canada, 151 Sparks Street, 
10th Floor, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, or tele- 
phone (613) 995-7835. > 
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Status of Women Canada: Working for Equality 
(1989) describes the origins, role and activities 
of Status of Women Canada. For a free copy of 
this booklet, contact: Communications Director- 
ate, Status of Women Canada, 151 Sparks Street, 
10th Floor, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, or tele- 
phone (613) 995-7835. 


Forward from Nairobi is a workshop kit based 
on the Forward-looking Strategies document 
- adopted at the United Nations World Conference 
on Women held in Nairobi, Kenya in 1985. The 
kit, produced by Status of Women Canada, 
shows how the Forward-looking Strategies assists 
women’s groups in the achievement of their 
goals in areas ranging from literacy to child care. 
To borrow the kit, which includes a leader’s 
guide, participant’s handbook and audio-visual, 
contact the Secretary of State Canada office 
nearest you, or write to: Secretary of State 
Canada, 903-150 Kent Street, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OM5, or telephone (613) 996-5977. 


United Nations Development Education Kits, 
designed to establish workable linkages among 
governmental, non-governmental and inter- 
governmental organizations, are generally avail- 
able for purchase in English, French and Spanish 
on the following topics: 

Women and Development (US $15) 

Women, Health and Development (US $5) 

(English only) 

Women and Shelter (US $10) 

Women in the World Economic Crisis (US $10) 

Women and Disability (US $10) 

Women and Peace (US $10) 


To order, specify the kit(s) required and send 
money order or cheque to: UNESCO Co-action 
Program, c/o Treasurer, JUNIC/NGO Program 
Group on Women, 7 Place de Fontenoy, F-75700, 
Paris, France. 


Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women 1987-88 Annual Report. Released in 
December, this report outlines the Council's 
activities over the past year, and reviews the 
Council’s research and publications on a num- 
ber of issues of importance to Canadian women. 
For a free copy contact: Publications, Canadian 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women, 
Box 1541, Station B, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5R5, 
or telephone (613) 992-4976. 


The Equality Game: Women in the Federal Public 
Service (1908-1987) by Nicole Morgan, traces the 
history of women in the public service through 
progressive stages, reviewing the pace of 
women’s advancement toward equality. For a 


free copy (in English or French) contact: Publi- 
cations, Canadian Advisory Council on the Status 
of Women, Box 1541, Station B, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1P 5R65, or telephone (613) 992-4976. 


Canada’s Health Promotion Survey: Technical 
Report (1988) describes the major findings of the 
national Health Promotion Survey conducted in 
1985 by Statistics Canada for Health and Welfare 
Canada. The data represent the response of 
approximately 11,000 adults across Canada, in 
the areas of substance abuse, disease detection, 
safety and accident prevention, nutrition and 
exercise, health status and health promotion. For 
a free copy (in English or French) contact: Health 
Services and Promotion Branch, Health and 
Welfare Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1B4, or 
telephone (613) 954-8579. 


Annotated Bibliography on Reproductive Health 
Hazards in the Workplace (1988) examines Cana- 
dian social, medical, economic, scientific and 
political research undertaken since 1980 on the 
topic of reproductive health hazards in the work- 
place, as well as legal cases since 1970. Issues 
addressed include: hazards of women’s jobs 
traditionally considered ‘‘safe’’; reproductive 
hazards to men; hazards associated with VDT 
use; protective legislation; and strategies for 
achieving a healthier and safer workplace. For 
a free copy contact: Publications Distribution 
Centre, Labour Canada, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OJ2, or telephone (819) 994-0543. 


The Labour Canada Women’s Bureau has pro- 
duced two videos related to women’s role in the 
workplace. Sexual Harassment in the Workplace 
(1988) is a 20-minute video which explores the 
issue through a series of vignettes and interviews 
that outline the responsibilities of employers and 
the rights of employees under the Canada Labour 
Code, providing information on prevention and 
redress. Working for Equality (1988) highlights the 
changing situation of women in the Canadian 
workplace and explains the role of the Women’s 
Bureau in dealing with women’s employment 
issues. Of nine minutes’ duration, this video is 
designed to inform and stimulate the discussion 
of women’s employment issues at meetings, 
seminars and career days. Both videos are avail- 
able in English and French versions, and in VHS 
and Beta formats, on a loan basis from: Women's 
Bureau, Labour Canada, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OJ2, telephone (819) 997-1551. Oo 


8 


APPOINTMENTS 


| | he government has made a commit- The next issue will be available in the spring, 


ment to substantially increase the 1989. 

number of women appointed to federal 
boards, agencies, commissions and other posts. | Reproduction of material in PERSPECTIVES 
Some of the recent appointments are listed is permitted provided source is mentioned. 
PE Eur PERSPECTIVES is published quarterly by: 
Nancy Nash-Foster of Kingston, Ontario as a Communications Unit 
Member of the National Council of Welfare. A Se eo No en Cr ao 


former Kingston Alderman and Chair of the 151 Sparks Street 
Kingston Planning Board, she has long been 10th floor. Room 1005 
involved in community activities. Ottawa, Onin 


| K1A 1C3 ISSN 0836-0111 


Ti.a Donald of Summerside, Prince Edward 
Island to a two-year term with the National 
Advisory Council on Aging. She has been active 
within the PE. senior citizens community for 
many years. 


Susan Mann Trofimenkoff of Ottawa to the 
Canada Post Corporation Stamp Advisory Com- 
mittee. She is an historian and Vice-Rector of the 
University of Ottawa. 


Mary Simon of Kuujjuag, Quebec as a Director 
of the Canadian Institute for International Peace © 
and Security. She is President of the Inuit 
Circumpolar Conference. 


Among recent appointments to the Immigration 
and Refugee Board, as permanent Members, are 
Riina De Faria of Toronto, Judith Gelberger of 
Toronto, Jeannette Goldman of Toronto, Oksansa 
Kaluzny of Ottawa, Mary Mouammar of Toronto, 
E. Diane Pask of Calgary, Vincenza Pennestri- 
Gauthier of Montreal, Marie Valeria Toth of 
Toronto, and Doreen Winkler of Toronto. oO 
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MINISTER’S voluntary and community organizations, and 
other private sector groups, on a variety of issues 
MESS A GE of interest and concern to Canadian women. 


This issue of Perspectives highlights some 


of these collaborative initiatives, including the 
National Forum on Family Violence and the 
annual conference of federal, provincial and 
territorial Ministers Responsible for the Status 
of Women in June, the Government's consulta- 
tions with women’s groups in April, and the joint 
meeting of Status of Women Ministers with 
Education Ministers in February. 


The April 3 Speech from the Throne, which 
opened the second session of Canada’s Thirty- 
fourth Parliament, outlined the Federal Govern- 
ments commitments to further advance 
women’s equality. In this issue of Perspectives, 
details are provided of these initiatives, in the 
areas of family violence, reproductive health and 
labour force development. If you would like fur- 
a ther information on any of the subjects covered 
Barbara McDougall with Sylvia Gold, President of the in this issue, please write to me at the House 


Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of Women, during of Commons, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6. 
the CACSW Symposium on Women and Well-being 


chieving equality for women can only nd) 

be accomplished through a cooperative ‘Sr Mae 
4 D partnership among the many players 

who influence the daily course of women’s lives. Barbara McDougall 
Over the past several months, the Federal 

Government has continued to work closely with 


other levels of government, women’s groups, 
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LABOUR FORCE 
DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGY 


Force Development Strategy contains 


È a number of measures of particular 
interest to Canadian women. 


Announced in April by the Honourable Barbara 
McDougall, Minister Responsible for the Status 
of Women and Minister of Employment and 
Immigration, the Strategy is a multi-faceted plan 
to help Canada’s workers take advantage of new 
opportunities in the labour market, through a 
combination of measures to increase private 
sector training, expand successful training and 
adjustment programs, and to shift the focus of 
the Unemployment Insurance Program from pas- 
sive Income support to more active involvement 
in the labour market. 


In the area of training, the Labour Force Devel- 
opment Strategy proposes to increase funding 
for Canadian Jobs Strategy (CJS) programs that 
support entry-level skills develooment, provide 
mobility assistance, and encourage the econo- 
mic revitalization of communities. As a designat- 
ed CJS target group, thousands of women have 
benefited from CJS training and employment 
programs since their inception in 1985. 


Also of interest to women is the Labour Force 
Development Strategy's proposal for an expan- 


sion of CJS programs which support self-: 
employment and entrepreneurship. The number. 


of self-employed women in Canada is growing 
three times as fast as the number of self- 
employed men, and women now comprise 
almost one-quarter of business owners in 
Canada. | 


Other proposals under the Labour Force Devel- 
opment Strategy include increased funding for 
human resource planning: at sectoral and com- 
pany levels and a doubling of the budget for the 
Government's Industrial Adjustment Service. 


The Labour Force Development Strategy also 
proposes to increase the cost-shared allocation 
for joint initiatives supported by the federal and 
provincial/territorial governments. These initiatives 
are designed to help social assistance recipients 
acquire the necessary skills and experience to 


F 


become self- sufficient and have already assist- 
ed 40,000 participants a year, many of them 
women. Lone parents, 82 per cent of whom are 
women, have been given special attention under 
these initiatives. The increased allocation 
announced in April could assist an additional 
20,000 social assistance recipients per year. 


For the unemployed, the Labour Force Develop- 
ment Strategy offers a substantial increase in the 
training budget available under Section 26 of the 
Unemployment Insurance Act, an increase in ser- 
vices to assist displaced older workers, the exten- 
sion of unemployment insurance eligibility to 
workers aged 65 and over, and a proposal for 
the National Employment Service to provide more 
intensive assistance to unemployed workers who 
need special help. 


Finally, women will be the chief beneficiaries 
of the new multi-tiered system of maternity/ 
parental benefits the Labour Force Develop- 


ment Strategy proposes for the Unemployment 


Insurance system. The 15 weeks of maternity 
benefits, currently available to women in the 
period surrounding the birth of a child, will be 
supplemented by 10 weeks of parental benefits, 
available to either the mother or father or shared 
between them. Mothers would also be eligible for 
up to 15 weeks of sickness benefits — to a 
cumulative maximum of 30 weeks of benefits in 
the period surrounding the birth of a child. O 


ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 
OF MINISTERS 


ederal, provincial and territorial Minis- 
ters Responsible for the Status of 
Women met in Charlottetown on May 
23-24, for their eighth annual conference. Co- 
hosted by the Honourable Barbara McDougall, 
federal Minister Responsible for the Status of 
Women, and Premier Joe Ghiz, former Minister 
Responsible for the Status of Women for Prince 


. Edward Island, the conference dealt with a num- 


ber of issues of importance to Canada’s women. 


Strategies prepared by each jurisdiction for the 
successful integration of work and family respon- 
sibilities were reviewed, with Ministers agreeing 
that these would be presented for discussion at 


> 
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the 1989 First Ministers’ Conference. These stra- 
tegies address changes required in attitudes, 
programs, services and legislation, in order to 
harmonize responsibilities associated with home 
and family with those related to employment. 


Ministers reviewed their ongoing progress on the 
Framework for Training for Women mandated 
by the First Ministers in 1986. A second set of 
Framework progress reports will be tabled at the 
1989 First Ministers’ Conference. 


Also discussed were the implications for women 
of the federal Labour Force Development Stra- 
tegy. The Strategy, announced in April, includes 


proposals for additional funds for training and 
Skills upgrading, as well as a multi-tiered system 
of maternity, parental and sickness benefits. 


As well, the reports of two federal/provincial/ 
territorial working groups were presented to the 
conference: one dealing with career counselling, 
the other with new reproductive technologies. 


The next annual conference of Status of Women 
Ministers will take place in June 1990 in Alberta. 
O 


JOINT MEETING 


WITH EDUCATION MINISTERS 


anada’s Education Ministers and Minis- 

ters Responsible for the Status of 
ee Women have agreed to intensify efforts 
to overcome the obstacles that prevent women 
and girls from participating fully in education and 
employment opportunities. 


Canada’s Education and Status of Women Ministers meeting in February 


At the first-ever joint meeting of Canada’s 
Education and Status of Women Ministers, held 
in Toronto in February, Ministers representing 
both levels of government pledged to review 
policies and programs within their individual juris- 
dictions with a view to making necessary 
adjustments to improve access to education for 
women and girls, and to promote greater par- 
ticipation for girls and women in mathematics, 
science and technology. > 
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Traditionally, men have considerably out- 
numbered women in scientific and techno- 
logical occupations. That dichotomy still exists 
today, despite the gains women have made in 
recent years to broaden the scope of their parti- 
cipation in all of society’s endeavours. 


A report prepared for the meeting by Status of 
Women Canada and the Manitoba Women's 
Directorate, examining the participation of girls 
and women in math, science and technology, 
points out that female underrepresentation in 
these areas is largely the result of social dis- 
couragement. Parents, teachers, counsellors and 
employers discourage girls and women from pur- 
suing careers in fields such as chemistry, applied 
mathematics, engineering and computer science. 
Further, the report notes that women who choose 
careers in these non-traditional fields often face 
ostracism and are frequently paid less than men 
performing the same job. 


The joint meeting of Ministers was co-chaired : 


by the Honourable Barbara McDougall, federal 
Minister Responsible for the Status of Women, 
and the Honourable Lyn McLeod, former Minis- 
ter of Colleges and Universities for Ontario. 


At the close of the meeting, Lyn McLeod re- 
marked, ‘‘As science and technology continue 


to dominate change and to drive social and eco- 


nomic trends, the education and training of 
women and girls must be a priority, particularly 
in math, science and technology.” 


Barbara McDougall noted, “This gathering has 
served to reaffirm the commitment of participants 
from both levels of government to press forward 
for equality in education and training for girls and 
women. Fairness demands we provide Canadian 
women with the opportunity to develop and use 
their abilities fully to meet the challenges of the 
future.” oO 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


Reproductive health 


he April third Speech from the Throne 
announced the Government's intention 
_—® to appoint a royal commission to inquire 
into the moral, ethical, legal and social implica- 
tions of new reproductive technologies, such as 
artificial insemination, in vitro fertilization, embryo 


transfer and surrogate parenting. Research done 
in this area this past year by the federal/provin- 
cial/territorial Working Group on Reproductive 
Health was reviewed by Canada’s Status of 
Women Ministers at their annual conference in 
June. Ministers will consider transmitting the 
Working Group's report to the royal commission 
once it is established. Status of Women Minis- 
ters also agreed to extend the mandate of the 
Working Group to consider, in its second year, 
other issues related to women’s reproductive 
health, including AIDS, teenage pregnancy, 
hormone replacement therapy and causes of 
infertility. 


Women in the Canadian Forces | 


The Honourable Mary Coilins, Associate Minis- 
ter of National Defence, announced on March 
15 the lifting of all remaining restrictions on the 
occupations and units in which women can serve 
in the Canadian Forces, with the exception of 
submarine duty. All restrictions were removed on 
the employment of women within Air Command 
and in combat support units within Maritime and 
Mobile Command in 1987-88. Trials involving 
women soldiers and sailors in combat roles were 
initiated in 1987. The Canadian Forces will work 
with the Canadian Human Rights Commission on 
an implementation plan to completely integrate 
women into Canada’s Armed Forces within 
10 years. 


Family violence 


Barbara McDougall with Eunadie Johnson, Executive Direc- 
tor of the Thompson, Manitoba Crisis Centre, at the Nation- 
al Forum on Family Violence 


A National Forum on Family Violence, held in 
Ottawa June 18-21, brought together 400 indivi- 
duals from across Canada to exchange views, 
assess progress, determine needs and discuss 
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cooperative mechanisms to deal with the pro- 
blem of family violence. Organized and hosted 
by the Federal Government, the Forum attract- 
ed representatives of health and social service 
agencies, voluntary and non-governmental organ- 
izations, women’s groups and community groups, 
native organizations, governments, the business 
community and the legal community. 


The Federal Government announced the Forum 
in June 1988 as part of its Family Violence Ini- 
tiative. This undertaking pools the resources and 
expertise of the departments of National Health 
and Welfare, Secretary of State, Indian and 
Northern Affairs, Justice, the Ministry of the 
Solicitor General, the Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation and Status of Women 
Canada, to deal with family violence through 
the discovery of new ways of prevention, pro- 
tection and treatment. 


The Initiative’s goal is the development of a long- 
term national strategy to combat family violence. 
There are five key elements to the achievement 
of this objective: 


First is the need for more and better information 
about family violence. Wife battering is the sub- 
ject of much research, and the entire area of 
child sexual abuse is being examined by Rix 
Rogers, Special Adviser to the Minister of Nation- 
al Health and Welfare. A second element 
involves the more than 350 projects funded by 
the Federal Government to provide innovative 
and practical solutions to different aspects of the 
family violence problem. The third is consulta- 
tions with the non-governmental organizations 
which have been in the vanguard of efforts 
to deal with family violence. As part of an ongoing 
dialogue with voluntary organizations, the Fed- 
eral Government brought representatives of 50 
of these key organizations to Ottawa for consul- 
tations in March, and has contacted a number 
of others for their views. Fourth, in order to coor- 
dinate joint action, consultations with the provin- 
cial and territorial governments are essential. A 
team of representatives from the six federal 
departments involved with the Family Violence 
Initiative met with their counterparts in every pro- 
vince and territory in the fall of 1988 to identify 
major issues. Further consultations are planned 
for the fall of 1989. 


The fifth element is the National Forum on Family 
Violence; which brought together, for the first 
time, representatives of the various public and 
private entities dealing with family violence, to 
share experiences and solutions, and to make 
recommendations and offer advice on the devel- 
opment of a comprehensive national strategy 


to deal with family violence in Canada. The 
Federal Government expects to have the national 
strategy completed by the spring of 1990. 


Consultations 


Barbara McDougall with National Council of Women repre- 
sentatives Mary Stephens, Tina Rogers, Doreen Kissick, Pearl 
Dobson and Amy Williams 


Barbara McDougall with Canadian Federation of University 
Women representatives Elizabeth Cureton, Susan Mohamdee 
Tammy Irwin, Linda Souter and Rose Beattie 


Barbara McDougall with Catholic Women’s League repre- 
sentatives Doreen Ferraton, Edith Mockler, Evelyn 
Wyrzykowski, Lucille Cullen and Heather Leier 


As part of the Federal Government s ongoing 
commitment to integrate women’s concerns In 
its policy- and decision-making, women's groups 
met with the Honourable Barbara McDougall, 
Minister Responsible for the Status of Women, 
and her Cabinet colleagues, in April to discuss 
mutual concerns. In separate meetings, repre- 
sentatives of the National Council of Women of 
Canada, the Canadian Federation of University 
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Women and the Catholic Women’s League 
brought forward positions on issues of impor- 
tance to their members and exchanged views 
with Ministers on government initiatives to 
advance the status of women. Among the issues 
raised during the meetings were: adult literacy; 
post- secondary education; training programs, 
especially language training for immigrant 
women: the recently announced royal commis- 
sion on new reproductive technologies; and the 
government’s proposed revisions to maternity 
and parental benefits. 


UNIFEM 


Sharon Capeling of Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, 
is the new director of UNIFEM, the United 
Nations Development Fund for Women. As the 
first Canadian to head the New York-based 
agency, Ms. Capeling oversees a $6.5 million 
annual budget (supplemented by special projects 
funding) used for experimental and innovative 


projects of benefit to women in developing coun- : 


tries. Canada is the second largest contributor 
to UNIFEM, with a contribution of $1.2 million 
to the Fund’s budget in 1988-89, plus another 
$2 million for a special food project in Africa. 


PARTNERS 
IN THE 
COMMUNITY 


The Elizabeth Fry Society of British 
Columbia 


TT" : a TS 
artners in the Community” is a regu- 
P lar Perspectives feature which publi- 
cizes the activities of voluntary 
groups actively promoting women's well-being 
and advancement in society. Highlighted in this 
issue is the work of the Elizabeth Fry Society of 
British Columbia. 


Founded in 1939 in Vancouver, the Elizabeth Fry . 


Society of British Columbia provides a wide range 
of services to individuals who are, or who could 
be, in conflict with the law, with emphasis placed 
on service to women. In addition to its work with 
women in custody, the Society operates residen- 
tial and outreach programs for troubled youth and 
families in crisis, crime prevention programs, pro- 
grams to help individuals make the transition from 
custody to society, parole supervision, and pro- 
grams to assist people appearing in court. The 


Society’s underlying aim in all of its activities 
is to encourage individuals to take responsbility 
for their own actions. 


The Elizabeth Fry Society of British Columbia is 
one of 19 societies operating in communities 
across Canada, linked by the national body, the 
Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies. 
For more information contact: The Elizabeth Fry 
Society of British Columbia, 2412 Columbia 
Street, Vancouver, British Columbia V5Y 3E6, 
telephone (604) 873-5501. 


Editor's note: ‘Partners in the Community” 
focuses on voluntary organizations involved in 
areas of interest and concern to women. Brief 
descriptions of your organization's mandate and 
activities are invited for inclusion in future issues 
of Perspectives. Oo 


SOURCES AND 
RESOURCES 


Participation of Girls and Women in Math, 
Science and Technology is a background paper 
prepared by Status of Women Canada and the 
Manitoba Women's Directorate, for submission 
to the joint meeting of federal/provincial/territo- 
rial Ministers Responsible for the Status of 
Women and Education Ministers in February 
1989. Documenting the underrepresentation of 
girls and women in math, science and techno- 
logy at all educational levels in Canada, the paper 
examines the background of the problem and 
offers strategies to promote the participation of 
more girls and women in these fields of study. 
For a free copy contact: Communications Direc- 
torate, Status of Women Canada, 151 Sparks 
Street, 10th floor, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, 
telephone (613) 995-7835. 


After. the door has been opened is a study of 
the mental health effects of racism and social 
problems on immigrants and refugees in Canada. 
Prepared by the Canadian Task. Force on 
Mental Health Issues Affecting Immigrants and 
Refugees, the report is the result of two years 
of study and consultations with refugee and immi- 
grant groups, ethnic organizations, service agen- 
cies, universities and training institutions. For a 
free copy contact: Publications, Health Services 
and Promotion Branch, Health and Welfare 
Canada, Jeanne Mance Building, 5th floor, 
Tunney's Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1B4, 


telephone (613) 954-8576. D 


Justice Canada has produced five new publica- 
tions dealing with child sexual abuse: The Secret 
of the Silver Horse — a story book for children 
aged four to ten about disclosing sexual abuse: 
Tell Someone — a poster encouraging children 
to speak out about sexual abuse; What To Do 
If a Child Tells You of Sexual Abuse: Understand- 
ing the Law — a brochure for adolescents and 
adults; Canada’s Laws on Child Sexual Abuse: 
A Handbook — detailed information on amend- 
ments to the Criminal Code and Canada 
Evidence Act for those who work with victims of 
child sexual abuse; and Child Victims and 
Witnesses. The Social Science and Legal Litera- 
tures — a comprehensive literature review of 
help to professionals working with sexually 
abused children, especially those preparing chil- 
dren for their role as witnesses in court. For a 
free copy of any of these publications (in English 
or French) contact: Communications and Public 
Affairs, Justice Canada, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OH8, telephone (613) 957-4222. 


Women, Paid/Unpaid Work and Stress: New 
Directions for Research, prepared by Professor 
Graham S. Lowe for the Canadian Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women, this paper focu- 
ses on how the various combinations of women’s 
work — paid and unpaid, inside and outside the 
home — interact within different family settings 
to create stresses detrimental to women’s health. 
The paper proposes a number of ways to reduce 
or eliminate stress and includes a comprehen- 
sive bibliography. For a free copy (in English or 
French) contact: Publications, Canadian Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women, Box 1541, 
Station B, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5R5, telephone 
(613) 992-4976. 


Federal Information Collection is a monthly list- 
ing of information collection projects carried out 
by the Federal Government. Published by 
Statistics Canada, the listing provides a short de- 
scription of the information collected and the 
name and telephone number of a contact per- 
son from whom additional details about the col- 
lection may be obtained. For a free copy contact: 
Editor, Federal Information Collection, Statistics 
Canada, Jean Talon Building, 4th floor, Tunney’s 
Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OT6, telephone 
(613) 951-2291. O 


The Honourable Barbara McDougall 


APPOINTMENTS 


I members to the Canadian Advisory 


Council on the Status of Women in April. They 
are: 


Ginette Drouin Busque of Outremont, Quebec, 
appointed as Eastern Vice President of the Coun- 
cil. A lawyer who has worked extensively on 
issues such as family law, pension reform and 
pornography, she has been a member and direc- 
tor of several community women’s organizations, 
and president of the Fédération des femmes du 
Quebec since 1985. 


Sylvia May Farrant of Calgary, appointed as 
Western Vice President of the Council. As a 
human resources specialist, she has pursued a 
variety of issues of concern to women. Active 
in a number of community organizations, she 
is a past president of the Calgary Business and 
Professional Women’s Club. 


Lyse Bennett of Roxboro, Quebec. A business- 
woman, she has devoted many years of service 
to community affairs. A long-time member of the 
Catholic Women’s League, she has initiated 
many projects to address the needs of young 
people and senior citizens. 


Eileen Best of Cardigan, Prince Edward Island. 
An arts administrator and freelance writer, she 
has served as vice chair of the Prince Edward 
Island Advisory Council on the Status of Women, 
as well as a board member of several theatrical 
and arts organizations. 


Alice Brown of Kathryn, Alberta. An owner and 
operator of a family farm, she has been instru- 
mental in raising awareness about farm women's 
concerns. Long active in community and agricul- 
tural organizations, she is a member of Women 
for the Survival of Agriculture and a past direc- 
tor of Alberta Women in Support of Agriculture. 


Kenneth Fisher of Ottawa. A consultant, he has 
directed projects on child abuse, employment 
equity, and the role of men as partners with 
women in the workplace. 


Dyanne B. Gibson of Toronto. An associate direc- 
tor at York University, she is a member and chair 
of several university committees concerned with 
recruitment and other issues of interest to 
women, and is involved with a number of local 
and national voluntary organizations. 
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Lynne Kennedy of Vancouver. A regional man- 
ager of a publishing company, she has worked 
to improve the status of women through her 
involvement in such groups as Winning Women: 
Committee for Political Skills, the Charter of 
Rights Coalition and the Women's Legal Educa- 
tion and Action Fund. 


Lorraine Leduc of Baie Comeau, Quebec. A 
teacher and adult educator, she has focused on 
retraining women experiencing employment dis- 
location, assisting women re-entering the work 
force, and counselling victims of family violence. 
She is a founding member of Regroupement de 
femmes de la Côte-Nord and a past president 
of Naissance-Renaissance. 


Joyce Robart of Halifax. A nurse and currently 
a student at the Maritime School of Social Work, 
she is a vice president of the National Organi- 
zation of Immigrant and Visible Minority Women, 
a member of the Nova Scotia Advisory Council 
on the Status of Women, and is involved in sev- 
eral organizations promoting the concerns of 
black women. 


Other recent federal appointments include: 


The Honourable Beverley M. McLachlin of 
Vancouver as Judge of the Supreme Court of 
Canada; . 

The Honourable Karen M. Weiler of Toronto as 
Judge of the Supreme Court of Ontario; 
Catherine Anne Fraser of Edmonton and Bonnie 
Leigh Rawlins of Calgary as Justices of the Court 
of Queen’s Bench of Alberta; 

Susan E. Lang of Toronto as Judge of the District 
Court of Ontario; 


Evelyn Kings of Ottawa as Citizenship Court . 


Judge; 


Louise Doyon of Montreal as Vice Chair of the 


Canada Labour Relations Board; 

Kathleen Macmillan of Toronto as member of the 
Canadian International Trade Tribunal; 

Jocelyn Backman-Sampson of Winnipeg and 
Angela Cantwell-Peters of Halifax as members 
of the Business Immigration Advisory Commit- 
tee; and 

Christine Tremblay of Ste. Flavie, Quebec as 
Chair of the Unemployment Insurance Boards of 
Referees for the District of Matane, Quebec. 


Appointed to the Immigration and Refugee Board 
are: Linda M. Angus of Vancouver, Ariaraani 
Ariaratnam of Waterloo, Ontario; Roxana Aune 
of Vancouver; Marcelle Liliane Brisson of 
Montreal; Ellen Margaret Burdett of North Van- 
couver; Marthe Carrier of Montreal; Paule Cham- 
poux of Montreal: Cleo Corcoran of Toronto; 


Barbara Fraser of Kitchener, Ontario; Dominique 
Lamarche of Montreal; Francine Latraverse of 
Piedmont, Quebec; Jean MacPherson of Ottawa; 
Christine McNaughton of Toronto; Edith Nee of 
Vancouver: Aideen Nicholson of Toronto; Jean 
Pearce of Toronto; Judith Ramirez of Toronto; 
Denyse Raymond of Westmount, Quebec; 
Renuka Sahay of Nepean, Ontario; Francine 
Veilleux of Lauzon, Quebec; Marie Thu N. Vo of 
Montreal: and Sharon Wolfe of Hampstead, 
Quebec. 


As well, Helen Sophie Tymoczko of Edmonton 
has been reappointed as member of the 
Canadian Egg Marketing Agency; Janis Johnson 
of Winnipeg has been reappointed to the Board 
of Directors of the Canadian National Railway 
Company; Violet M. Motheral of Winnipeg has 
been reappointed as Chair of the Unemployment 
Insurance Boards of Referees for the District of 
Winnipeg; /rène Schingh-Séguin of Gatineau, 


‘Quebec has been reappointed as Chair of the 


Unemployment Insurance Boards of Referees for 
the District of Hull, Quebec: Geraldine M. Tuton 
of Whitehorse, Yukon has been reappointed Chair 
of the Unemployment Insurance Boards of 
Referees for the District of Whitehorse; and Daisy 
Wee of Toronto has been reappointed as Chair 
of the Unemployment Insurance Boards of 
Referees for the District of Toronto West. O 


Photo Features Ltd. 


_ = 
Barbara McDougall meeting in April with Madame 
Mounouni Aissata, Niger’s Secretary of State for Social 
Affairs and the Status of Women, and Madame Diallo Bibata, 
Status of Women Director 


The next issue of Perspectives will be. available 
in the fall, 1989. 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives is 
permitted provided source is mentioned. Perspec- 
tives is published quarterly by: 


Communications Directorate 
Status of Women Canada 
151 Sparks Street 

10th floor, Room 1005 
Ottawa, Ontario 


K1A 1C3 ISSN. 0836-0111 
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CARS OE Vi OMIENEC ANA DA 


Barbara McDougall with Margaret Ringland, Executive Direc- 
tor, and Joan Howell, Chief Commissioner, Girl Guides of 
Canada 


S we prepare to step into the 1990s, 

Canadian women can look forward to 

the further extension of their status and 
role in society. 


Several major international conferences will take 
place in 1990, devoted to status of women 
issues. You will find details provided in this edi- 
tion of Perspectives. As well, 1990 is the anni- 
versary of two significant events in the history 
of Canadian women — the 50th anniversary of 
women’s attainment of the provincial vote in 


Quebec, and the 20th anniversary of the land- 
mark report of the Royal Commission on the 
Status of Women. Special events are being 
planned to mark these milestones in women’s 
history, and | encourage you to become involved 
in plans within your community. 


Before we leave the 1980s behind, | think it is 
worthwhile to reflect on how much women in 
Canada have achieved during the decade. Equal- 
ity rights are now enshrined in our Constitution; 
a woman has served as Governor General and 
Commander-in-Chief of Canada since May 1984; 
three women are Supreme Court justices: 
Canada’s Indian Act has been amended to do 
away with decades-old provisions which discrim- 
inated against native women; Canada’s divorce 
laws have been reformed and measures put in 
place to facilitate the enforcement of court- 
authorized support orders; virtually all trades and 
occupations within the Canadian Forces have 
been opened to women; and employment equity 
is now the byword in redressing discrimination 
against women in the workplace. 


This decade has witnessed a notable progres- 
sion in the status of women in Canada. We 
should all make a commitment to ensure that this 
momentum of progress continues and advances 
as we proceed into the 1990s. 


Ce 


Barbara McDougall 
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Looking Ahead 
To 1990 


ext year promises to be a banner year 
for Canadian women. 


It is both the 50th anniversary of women’s 
achievement of the provincial vote in Quebec, 
and the 20th anniversary of the Report of the 
Royal Commission on the Status of Women. 


Also scheduled to take place in 1990 are sev- 
eral important international meetings devoted 
to women’s advancement in society. A special 
extended session of the United Nations Com- 
mission on the Status of Women will be held 
in February/March in Vienna, to review the pro- 
gress made in implementing the Forward-looking 
Strategies for the Advancement of Women, 
adopted at the 1985 Nairobi World Conference 
on Women. The First World Summit on 
Women and the Many Dimensions of Power 
will be held in June in Montreal. This conference, 
organized by Femmes regroupées pour l’acces- 
sibilité au pouvoir politique et économique 


(FRAPPE), will bring together women from around 
the world to compare their experiences in politi- 
cal and economic arenas and to share strate- 
gies for achieving a powerful public voice for 
women. 


As well, Commonwealth Ministers responsi- 
ble for Women’s Affairs will meet in October 
in Ottawa, to assess progress made on the Plan 
of Action to integrate women’s concerns in the 
activities of the Commonwealth in all areas, 
and to deal with the recently released report, 
Engendering Adjustment for the 1990s, which 
was discussed at the recent Commonwealth 
Heads of Government meeting in Kuala Lumpur. 


Other dates worth noting are International 
Women’s Day (March 8); Equality Day (April 17) 
marking the anniversary of the coming into 
effect of section 15 of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms in 1985; and Persons 
Day (October 18) which celebrates Canadian 
women’s achievement of ‘‘persons’’ status in 
1929. 


Watch future issues of Perspectives for more 
news about the special events being planned 
(OLIS! ne 


1989 Persons Awards 


vw LL 


Mike Pinder Photography 


I. to r. Dorothy Inglis, Hon. Ellen Fairclough, Kay Armstrong, House Speaker John Fraser, Deputy Senate Speaker Gildas Molgat, 
Governor General Jeanne Sauvé, Hon. Barbara McDougall, Helen Levine, Alphonsine Paré-Howlett, and C aroline Robins 
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ixty years ago, Canadian women were 

legally recognized as ‘‘persons’’, and 

were given the right to be appointed 
to the Senate. 


Emily Murphy, Louise McKinney, Nellie McClung, 
Irene Parlby and Henrietta Muir Edwards were 
the ‘Famous Five” women from Alberta who 
achieved this victory. It was not without a struggle 
— they were forced to take the ‘‘Persons Case” 
to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council 
in England, then Canada’s highest court. 


Their perseverance won out, with the Judicial 
Committee declaring women to be “persons” on 
Octover 13,1929: 


To commemorate the dedication of the ‘Famous 
Five’, the Persons Awards were established in 
1979 to honour Canadian women who have 
made an outstanding effort to improve the status 
of women in Canada. 


Nominations for this award are submitted by 
individuals, women’s groups and status of 
women committees within various organizations 
across the country. An independent six-member 
selection committee reviews the nominations 
submitted. 


Governor General Jeanne Sauvé presenting the Persons Award 
medal to the Hon. Ellen Fairclough 


On October 12, 1989, Her Excellency, the 
Honourable Jeanne Sauvé, Governor General 
of Canada, presented six women with the 
11th annual Persons Awards. These women 
have devoted their lives to the improvement of 
women’s rights, and have worked to make their 
communities a better place to live. 


Mike Pinder Photography 


The recipients of the 1989 Persons Awards are: 


Cathryne (Kay) Armstrong of Saanichton, British 
Columbia, a former President of the National 
Council of Women, Vice-President of the Inter- 
national Council of Women, and founding mem- 
ber of MATCH, an international agency which 
supports programs for women in developing 
areas. 


The Honourable Ellen Fairclough of Hamilton, 
Ontario. One of Canada’s most prominent female 
politicians, she was a long-time Member of 
Parliament, and the first woman to serve in the 
federal Cabinet. Throughout her political career, 
she promoted equality for Canadian women 
and encouraged their participation in all levels 
of politics. 


Dorothy Inglis of St. John’s, Newfoundland, a 
well-known spokesperson for women’s equality 
and a founding member of the National Action 
Committee on the Status of Women. She is the 
author of ‘‘Bread and Roses”, a feminist column 
in the St. John’s Evening Telegram, and is 
an active member of the St. John’s Status of 
Women Council. 


Helen Levine of Ottawa, who has had a long 
and distinguished career in social work as a case 
worker, educator, counsellor and author. As a 
professor at the School of Social Work at 
Carleton University, she introduced women's 
issues and feminist perspectives into the social 
work curriculum for the first time. 


Alphonsine Paré-Howlett of Montreal, who has 
been involved in the Fédération des femmes du 
Québec, the Fondation Thérése Casgrain, and 
the Joint Committee of Montreal. Her long-time 
dedication as a volunteer has led to the creation 
of many new organizations dedicated to the 
advancement of Canadian women. 


Caroline Robins of Saskatoon. As President of 
the Saskatoon Teachers’ Federation and the 
Canadian Teachers’ Federation, she dedicated 
herself to improving working conditions for 
women teachers. She headed the Canadian dele- 
gation to the World Confederation of the Teaching 
Profession in 1957, and later helped initiate the 
Canadian Conference on Education. 


To commemorate the 60th anniversary of the 
Persons Case, Status of Women Canada has pro- 
duced a new video which recounts the history 
of the Case and provides highlights of the 1989 
Persons Awards ceremony. The video is avail- 


able on loan to groups and individuals in VHS 
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Persons Awards (cont'd) 


format, in English or French versions. To enquire 
about borrowing this video contact: Leslie Fulton, 
Communications Directorate, Status of Women 
Canada, 151 Sparks Street, 10th floor, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone (613) 995-3783. 0 


First Ministers’ 
Conference 


hree documents submitted to the Prime 

Minister and provincial Premiers at the 

First Ministers’ Conference, November 
9 and 10, 1989, are of particular significance to 
women. 


Reporting on progress related to the document 
Towards a Labour Force Strategy: A Framework 
for Training for Women which First Ministers 
endorsed in 1986, Canada’s federal, provincial 
and territorial Ministers responsible for the Status 
of Women presenied reports detailing progress 
to date — as well as an assessment of accom- 
plishments — to ensure equality for girls and 
women in education and training. 


In addition, Ministers responsible for the Status : 


of Women presented their first reports related to 
the development of strategies to facilitate the 
successful integration of work and family respon- 
sibilities. Status of Women Ministers had been 
directed to develop such strategies by the First 
Ministers at their conference in 1987. 


Copies (in English and French) of the training 
progress report, training assessment report, and 
the report on the strategies to integrate work 
and family responsibilities are available from: 
Communications Directorate, Status of Women 
Canada, 151 Sparks Street, 10th floor, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone (613) 995-7835. 

oO 


Sylvia Gold 


erspectives salutes Sylvia Gold, out- 

going President of the Canadian Advi- 
4 sory Council on the Status of Women. 
A teacher by profession, Sylvia was Director of 
Professional Development Services for the Cana- 
dian Teachers Federation from 1975 to 1985, 
where her responsibilities included the Federa- 
tion’s status of women program. She was 
appointed President of the Canadian Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women in April 1985. 


Under Sylvia Gold’s leadership, the Advisory 
Council has focussed on a variety of issues that 
affect the status of women in Canada, including 
wife battering, child care, employment equity, 
pensions and pornography, as well as the unique 
concerns of native women, adolescent women 
and women in agriculture. 


Sylvia’s retirement from the Council took effect 
in September 1989. She is now pursuing new 
challenges as a member of the faculty of the 
federal government's Canadian Centre for 
Management Development. 


Sylvia Gold 


The Honourable Barbara McDougall, Minister 
Responsible for the Status of Women, paid trib- 
ute to Sylvia Gold at a reception in her honour 
on September 26, by stating: ‘As Council Presi- 
dent, her vision, her determination, and her hard 
work have contributed greatly to the further 
advancement of the women of this country. The 
women of Canada owe Sylvia Gold a great deal.” 

; Oo 


News in Brief 


Royal Commission on NRTs 


ulfilling the commitment made in April's 

Speech from the Throne, the federal 
+ government announced on October 25 
the establishment of a Royal Commission to 
> 


John Evans Photography Ltd. 
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inquire into medical and scientific developments 
related to new reproductive technologies. Chaired 
by Dr. Patricia Baird of Vancouver, a former 
head of the Department of Medical Genetics at 
the University of British Columbia, the Royal Com- 
mission's other members are Dr. C. Bruce 
Hatfield of Calgary, a professor at the Univer- 
sity of Calgary Medical School; Martin Hébert 
of Lac Beauport, Quebec, a lawyer specializing 
in medical law and bioethics; Dr. Grace Jant- 
zen of White Rock, British Columbia, a lecturer 
in the philosophy of religion at the University of 
London; Maureen McTeer of Aylmer, Quebec, 
a lawyer active with the Planned Parenthood 
Association; Suzanne Rozell Scorsone of 
Toronto, director of the Office of Catholic Family 
Life; and Louise Vandelac of Montreal, a socio- 
logist and member of the National Bioethics 
Council on Research on Human Subjects. 


The Royal Commission has been given the man- 
date to examine and report on current and poten- 
tial developments related to new reproductive 
technologies; to consider their social, ethical, 
health, research, legal and economic implica- 
tions; and to recommend what policies and safe- 
guards should be applied. The Commission has 
been given two years to complete its work. 


Kay Stanley, Coordinator, Status of Women Canada, with 
Yvette Roudy, Member of the National Assembly of France 
and former Minister Responsible for the Status of Women 


Pension changes 


The Statute Law (Superannuation) Amendment 
Act, passed by Parliament in June, removed pro- 
visions that had suspended surviving spouses’ 
pensions upon remarriage. The pension plans 
affected cover federal public servants, veterans, 
and members of the Armed Forces and the 


RCMP. Applications for reinstatement of bene- 
fits (payments are retroactive to June 29, 1989) 
may be made by contacting the following offices: 


Public Service pensions: 1-800-561-7930 
(English toll-free) 
1-800-561-7935 
(French toll-free) 


Armed Forces pensions: 1-800-267-0325 (toll-free) 


RCMP pensions: (613) 993-3492 
(collect calls accepted) 


Veterans pensions: contact the closest District 
Office of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(listed in the blue pages of local telephone 
directories). 


1989 Therese Casgrain Awards 


The Thérèse Casgrain Award is presented 
annually by the federal government to two exem- 
plary Canadians, a man and a woman, whose 
pioneering spirit, social commitment and persis- 
tent endeavours have contributed significantly to 
the achievement of a social cause and the well- 
being of their fellow citizens. The award honours 
the memory of the late Senator Thérèse Casgrain 
who was a champion of world peace, social 
equality and human rights, and the first woman 
to lead a political party in Canada. 


This year’s recipients are Ruth Hartman Fran- 
kel of Toronto, a volunteer with the Canadian 
Cancer Society since 1949, and a leading force 
in the founding of Toronto’s Princess Margaret 
Hospital and Lodge; and John A. G. MacDonald 
of Burlington, Ontario, who has devoted a large 
part of his life to the needs of former psychia- 
tric patients and to raising awareness in Canada 
and internationally of the benefits of self- 
help/mutual aid for people coping with stressful 
life problems and concerns. 


Volunteer profile 


According to a Statistics Canada survey releas- 
ed earlier this year, seven out of 10 Canadians 
are involved in either formal or informal volun- 
teer work. And it’s women who make up 55 per 
cent of Canada’s volunteers. 


The survey revealed that the most popular types 
of formal volunteer activity (that done through a 
group or organization) include supervising or 
organizing activities or events; sitting as unpaid 
members of boards or committees; and canvas- 
sing, campaigning or fund-raising. For informal 
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Volunteer profile (cont'd) 


volunteer work (that initiated by the individual), 
the most common activities among Canadian 
volunteers are visiting the sick or elderly; helping 
with shopping or driving someone to appoint- 
ments or stores; and child care. 


Planned Parenthood funding 


The Planned Parenthood Federation of Canada 
has recently received a contribution of $264,000 
from Health and Welfare Canada to develop a 
resource centre for materials related to repro- 
ductive health and human sexuality. The project 
will run from October 1989 to June 1992. 


UN Convention report 


In February 1990, Canada will formally present 
its second report to the United Nations under the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Dis- 
crimination Against Women (CEDAW). The Con- 
vention is the primary international legal 
instrument which sets minimum standards of 
equality between the sexes. Canada ratified the 
Convention in 1981 and submitted its first report 
to the United Nations in 1983. Canada’s second 
report documents the initiatives taken since 1983 
to implement the Convention. Copies of the report 


are available (in English or French) from any local : 


or regional office of the Department of the Secre- 
tary of State, or by writing to: Communications 
Branch, Department of the Secretary of State, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OMS. 


Marion V. Royce Memorial Grants 


Labour Canada’s Marion V. Royce Memorial 


Grants Program provides financial assistance to 


special projects that focus on the improvement 
of the situation of women in their pursuit of equity 
in the workplace. Grants are awarded to promote 
the study of workplace and related issues which 
have an impact on women, to defray the costs 
of holding conferences and seminars, and to 
provide for the publication of materials dealing 
with women’s workplace issues. Grants of up to 
$5,000 may be made to individuals, women’s 
organizations, unions and other interested 
groups. Government departments or agencies 
are not eligible. Funding is based on the fiscal 
year April 1 to March 31. The deadline for receipt 
of applications is April 30. For more information 
contact: Chief, Education and Information Divi- 
sion, Women’s Bureau, Labour Canada, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A OJ2, telephone (613) 953-0056. O 


Partners in the 
Community 


“Partners in the Community” is a regular 
Perspectives feature which publicizes the acti- 
vities of voluntary groups actively promoting 
women’s well-being and advancement in society. 
Brief descriptions of your organization's mandate 
and activities are invited for inclusion in future 
issues. 


MediaWatch 


MediaWatch is a national women’s organization 
committed to significant positive change in the 
portrayal, perspective and presence of women 
in the mass media. Its mandate includes advo- 


cacy on behalf of the public concerned with the 


images of women and girls in the mass media, 
lobbying for legislative and regulatory change to 
improve the status of women in the mass media; 
research into sex-stereotyping in mass commu- 
nications; and public education. 


The national office of MediaWatch is located in 
Vancouver. It is guided by a national advisory 
board and is represented in each province and 
territory by volunteer representatives and their 
networks. It publishes a news bulletin three times 
a year and presents annual awards for positive 
portrayals of women in the mass media. For 
more information contact: MediaWatch, 250-1820 
Fir Street, Vancouver, British Columbia V6J pees 
telephone (604) 731-0457. 


Sources and 
Resources 


omen in an Aging Society is the 
report of the proceedings of the 
_V V__National Workshop on Women in'an 


Aging Society held in Halifax on October 20, 
1988. Co-sponsored by the Honourable Barbara 
McDougall, Minister Responsible for the Status 
of Women, and the Honourable Monique Vezina, 
Minister of State for Seniors, the Workshop 
focussed on the impact of health and social 
service systems on senior women, and their eco- 
nomic self-sufficiency, with an emphasis on the 
feminization of poverty, pensions and housing. 


. For a free copy of the report (in English and 
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French) contact: Communications Directorate, 
Status of Women Canada, 151 Sparks Street, 
10th floor, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835. 


Every Voice Counts is a guide for women on how 
to bring about change through social and politi- 
cal action. Prepared for the Canadian Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women by journalist and 
author Penney Kome, it gives tips on how to 
define issues and goals, organize a working 
group, enlist public support, analyse and work 
with the media, and take a message to appro- 
priate authorities and the public. For a free copy 
(in English or French) contact: Publications, 
Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women, Box 1541, Station B, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1P 5R5, telephone (613) 992-4976. 


Canadian Charter Equality Rights for Women: 
One Step Forward or Two Steps Back? is a com- 
prehensive assessment of the approaches taken 
over the past three years by governments, courts 
and lawyers to Charter equality rights. In pre- 
paring this report for the Canadian Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women, lawyer Gwen 
Brodsky and human rights expert Shelagh Day 
identified and analysed 591 decisions handed 
down by Canadian courts since April 17, 1985, 
when section 15 of the Charter came into effect. 
For a free copy (in English or French) contact: 
Publications, Canadian Advisory Council on the 
Status of Women, Box 1541, Station B, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1P 5R5, telephone (613) 992-4976. 


Goddess Remembered is a new National Film 
Board documentary which explores western 
women’s spirituality. Directed by Donna Read 
and produced by the National Film Board’s Studio 
D, the film examines ancient goddess-centered 
societies, linking the loss of goddess culture with 
today’s environmental crisis. This film is avail- 
able in 16 mm format and as a VHS video from 
National Film Board offices across Canada. 


Canadian Breast Cancer Series is a five book set 
produced by the YM-YWCA of Winnipeg (Down- 
town Branch) and the Health Protection Direc- 
torate of Health and Welfare Canada. Book One, 
“Understanding Breast Cancer”, is a general 
introduction to the topic. Book Two, ‘Diagnosis 
and Treatment’, provides an overview of diag- 
nostic techniques, surgery and follow-up treat- 
ment. Book Three, ‘‘After Breast Cancer”, is a 
review of topics associated with recuperation 
from treatment. In Book Four, “A Time for 
Sharing’, women who have had breast cancer 
share their experiences with the disease. Book 
Five, ‘‘Glossary and Resources”, lists relevant 


resources related to breast cancer treatment, 
programs and information services. Available in 
English only, the series is priced at $5 per book 
or $20 per set of five books (including postage 
and handling). Prices are less for orders of 10 
or more sets, or for books picked up in person. 
Contact: Canadian Breast Cancer Series Orders, 
Women’s Resource Centre, YM-YWCA of Win- 
nipeg, Downtown Branch, 100-209 Vaughan 
Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 2N8, telephone 
(204) 943-0381. 


“Economics of Equality’ is a special issue of 
Women's Education des femmes, the quarterly 
publication of the Canadian Congress for Learn- 
ing Opportunities for Women. In this issue, writers 
from British Columbia, Alberta, Ontario, Quebec, 
Northwest Territories and Yukon discuss a range 
of subjects related to equality in education, 
employment and pay in Canada. Articles written 
in English or French (with summaries provided 
in the other language), cover non-traditional train- 
ing, pay equity, employment equity legislation, the 
Federal Contractors’ Program, and post-secon- 
dary education and native women, among other 
topics. The publication also includes a compre- 
hensive resource section and book reviews. 
Copies are priced at $4.50 each plus 10 per cent 
postage and handling. Contact: Canadian Con- 
gress for Learning Opportunities for Women, 
47 Main Street, Toronto, Ontario M4E 2V6, tele- 
phone (416) 699-1909.0 


Appointments 


n July, the Honourable Barbara 

McDougall announced the following 
Æ _ appointments to the Canadian Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women: 


Penny Fancy of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. A 
businesswoman, she has been an active volun- 
teer and proponent of multiculturalism in her 
community, serving as director of Saskatoon’s 
Multicultural Council and the host of several 
multicultural radio programs. 


Marie Daurice Perron of Hodgson, Manitoba 
(re-appointment). A project development officer 
with the Northern Association of Community 
Councils, she is also chair of both the Metis 
Women’s Association and the Hodgson Local of 
the Manitoba Metis Foundation. D 
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Appointments (cont'd) 


Agnes Richard of Gander, Newfoundland (re- 
appointment). A former chair of the Federated 
Women’s Institutes of Newfoundland and Labra- 
dor, she is actively involved in the promotion of 
women’s advancement, education, community 
development and rural development. 


Other recent federal appointments include: 


Honourable Mary E. Noonan as Deputy Judge 
of the Supreme Court of the Northwest Terri- 
tories. 


Marie-Josée Drouin of Montreal as vice-chair, 
and Susan Fish of Toronto as member, of the 
Royal Commission on a National Passenger 
Transportation System for the 21st Century. 


Jeannine Bourque of St-Georges Ouest, Que- 
bec as a member of the Farm Credit Corporation. 


Nancy Juneau of Shippagan, New Brunswick 
as a director of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation. 


Carole Lafrance of Montreal as a director of the 
Canadian Commercial Corporation. 


Lise Bissonnette of Montreal as a director of © 


the Canadian Institute for International Peace and 
Security. 


Anita Coté-Verhaff of Candiac, Quebec as a 
member of the National Energy Board. 


Catherine Ebbs-Lepage of Swift Current, Sas- 
katchewan and Gail Matthews of Halifax as 
members of the National Parole Board. 


Joan Eleanor Foley of Toronto as a governor 
of the International Development Research 
Centre. : 


Mary Hill of Vancouver to the National Advisory 
Council on Aging. 


Vivienne Doreen Jackson of Winnipeg as chair 
of the Unemployment Insurance Boards of 
Referees for the District of Winnipeg. 


Jennie E. McInnes of Pictou, Nova Scotia as 
chair of the federal Farm Debt Review Board for 
Nova Scotia. 


Judith Moore of Regina as a governor of the 
Council of the Canadian Centre for Occupation- 
al Health and Safety. 


Joyce Lynne Zemans of Toronto as a director 
of the Canada Council. 


As well, Marion Moulton of Halifax has been 
reappointed as chair of the Unemployment 
insurance Boards of Referees for the District of 
Halifax: and Irene Swindells of Halifax has 
been reappointed to the Board of Directors of 
the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation. 

oO 


The next issue of Perspectives will be available in 
the winter, 1990. 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives is per- 
mitted provided source is mentioned. Perspectives 
is published quarterly by: 


Communications Directorate 
Status of Women Canada 
151 Sparks Street 

10th floor, Room 1005 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 1C3 


(613) 995-7835 ISSN 0836-0111 
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The Honourable Mary Collins, new Minister Responsible 
for the Status of Women 


t is my privilege to assume the portfolio 

of Minister Responsible for the Status of 

Women at the beginning of a milestone 
year for Canadian women, and the start of the 
final decade of this century. This will be a decade 
to work together towards the realization of the 
goal set by the United Nations of equality for 
women by the year 2000, in Canada and around 
the world. 


1990 is a particularly significant year for 
Canadian women. It marks the 20th anniversary 
of the report of Canada’s Royal Commission on 
the Status of Women, the fifth anniversary of the 
coming into force of the equality section of the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and 
the 50th anniversary of Quebec women winning 
the right to vote. Also this year, the United 
Nations is reviewing the progress made globally 
towards the advancement of women, and 
Canada will host the third meeting of Common- 
wealth Ministers Responsible for Women’s 
Affairs. 


As | take on my new responsibilities at this impor- 
tant juncture, | see the role of government as that 
of a full partner with all sectors of society, work- 
ing together to find new, co-operative solutions 
to the challenges facing Canadian women. As 
Minister Responsible for the Status of Women, 
| will work to ensure that the needs of women 
are clearly understood by my colleagues in 
government. But in order to respond to the com- 
plex, interconnected issues of concern to women 
today, | will need the input and support of all 
those groups and individuals involved with these 
issues. 


Canada’s young women deserve a bright future 
that includes a strong economy and full equality 
in all fields of endeavor. | am committed to 
achieving that goal and | look forward to working 
in partnership with Canadians to promote the 
rights of all women to full and equal participa- 
tion in our society. 


7e | Mary Collins 
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New Minister 
Appointed 


n February 23, 1990, Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney appointed the Honour- 
able Mary Collins, M.P. for Capilano- 
Howe Sound, British Columbia, as the new 
Minister Responsible for the Status of Women. 
Mrs. Collins retains her responsibilities as 


Associate Minister of National Defence. 


Mrs. Collins was first elected to the House of 
Commons in September, 1984. She has been 
very active on a number of House of Commons 
Committees, including the Justice and Legal 
Affairs Committee (1984-1985), and the Finance 
Committee (1987-1988). From 1985 to 1986, she 
served as Vice-Chair of the Consumer and 


Corporate Affairs Committee and as its Chair : 


from 1986 to 1988. In 1987, Mrs. Collins became 
Chair of the British Columbia Progressive Con- 
servative Caucus, a position she held until early 
1989. 


On January 30, 1989, Mrs. Collins was appoint- 
ed to Cabinet as Associate Minister of National 


Defence, the first woman to hold this position. 


Later that year, the federal government lifted all 
restrictions on the occupations and units in which 
women can serve in the Canadian Armed Forces, 
with the exception of submarine duty. 


Mary Collins was educated at the University of 
British Columbia and at Queen’s University in 
Kingston, Ontario, where she received a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Political Science. Prior to her 
political career, Mrs. Collins held various execu- 
tive and management positions with the Govern- 
ment of Ontario, and was the first female 
Executive Officer to the Cabinet die Premier of 
Ontario. 


In 1973, Mrs. Collins established her own con- 
sulting firm in communications, specializing in 
industry/government relations, and the socio- 


economic impact of resource and industry activ- . 


ities, especially in northern Canada. In 1981, she 
accepted the position of Director of Public Affairs 
for Brinco Ltd. 


Mrs. Collins has been actively involved with 
women’s organizations over the years, notably 
as the President of the YWCA in Sudbury 
(1975-1976), and as a Board Member of the 
Calgary YWCA from 1979 to 1981. In 1982, Mary 
Collins was the recipient of the YWCA Calgary 
Women of the Year Award - Public Affairs. O 


International 
Women’s Day 


lions of women around the world 
mark International Women's Day 
each year on March 8. Rallies, fairs, 
marches, panel discussions, exhibitions, films, 
dances and receptions are among the events that 


are held in Canada and throughout the world to 


. recognize the achievements of women. 


INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN'S DAY# 

MARCH 8 1990 É4 
NES = JOURNEE 


INTERNATIONALE 
DES FEMMES[ Æ 
$ MARS 1990 


ivi 


Condition féminine 
Canada 


Status of Women 
Canada 


The origins of International Women’s Day can 
be traced to a strike called in the first.decade 
of this century to protest the overcrowded, 
dangerous working conditions and exploitative 
wages encountered by women textile workers in 
New York City. In 1910, at the Second Interna- 
tional Conference of Socialist Women, Clara 
Zetkin proposed that March 8 be set aside each 
year in commemoration of women’s struggles. 
The first International Women’s day was there- 
fore celebrated in many countries on March 8, 
1911, with a theme of ‘Universal Female 
Suffrage’’. 
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While the day began as an event to draw atten- 
tion to the plight of working women, in many 
countries, including Canada, it has become a day 
to reflect on women’s progress in many fields. 
Supported by communities, groups and organi- 
zations, labour unions and governments at all 
levels, International Women’s Day has come to 
symbolize the efforts of women to create a better 
world and to focus attention on what must yet 
be accomplished to achieve a more equitable 
society for all. oO 


International 
Activities 


though their individual circumstances 

may be quite different, women through- 

out the world share many of the same 
hopes and dreams. Canada endorses and 
encourages the integration of women’s concerns 
and perspectives on a global scale, through a 
variety of international activities, which include 
the following: 


Canada is currently serving its third consecutive 
four-year term as a member of the United 
Nations Commission on the Status of 
Women. This intergovernmental body, made up 
of 45 member states, was established in 1946 
to monitor the situation of women and promote 
women’s rights around the world. 


One of the key means of accomplishing this task 
is through the review of progress made towards 
the implementation of the Forward-looking 
Strategies for the Advancement of Women. 
The Strategies, adopted at the UN-sponsored 
World Conference on Women held in Nairobi, 
Kenya in 1985, are a blueprint for action to the 
year 2000 to advance the status of women 
throughout the world. 


Each year, the UN Commission on the Status of 
Women examines in depth a selected number 
of issues identified in the Strategies document. 
This year, from February 26 to March 9, the 
Commission met in a special extended session 
in Vienna to conduct a five-year review and 
appraisal of progress made by all countries in 
implementing the Strategies. Preliminary recom- 
mendations included giving priority to eliminating 
key obstacles to the participation of women in 
the economic and political lives of their socie- 
ties. More details will be available in the next 
issue of PERSPECTIVES. 


Status of Women Canada has just published its 
1990 update of Fact Sheets: Forward-looking 
Strategies for the Advancement of Women: 
Issues and the Canadian Situation. This edition 
highlights new and revised federal government 
programs, services and policies related to 
women, and has been reorganized to allow the 
reader to more easily access information. 


Copies of the Fact Sheets can be obtained from 
the Communications Directorate, Status of 
Women Canada, 151 Sparks Street, 10th Floor, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone (613) 
995-7835. A “Forward From Nairobi’ workshop 
kit in English or French is also available as a tool 
for women’s groups to understand the Strategies 
and be able to use them to advocate for change. 
Contact your provincial or territorial women’s 
directorate or nearest office of the Department 
of the Secretary of State to borrow a copy. 


Another important accomplishment of the UN 
Commission on the Status of Women was the 
development of the Convention on the Elimi- 
nation of All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women, an international human rights treaty 
adopted by the UN in 1979, which guarantees 
women a minimal universal standard of equality 
with men. As of January, more than 100 coun- 
tries had become states parties to this legally 
binding agreement. 


On February 1, 1990, Canada presented its 
second progress report on the implementation 
of this treaty to the UN Committee on the Eli- 
mination of Discrimination Against Women 
in New York. Canada’s Ambassador to the United 
Nations, Yves Fortier, headed the Canadian dele- 
gation and outlined measures taken since 1983 
by the federal, provincial and territorial govern- 
ments to implement the Convention. The report 
covered a wide spectrum of subjects, including 
legislation introduced at all levels of government 
to eliminate discrimination on the basis of sex, 
the establishment of women’s directorates in all 
provinces and territories, and measures to ensure 
equality in employment, health care, education 
and participation in public life, among others. 
Kay Stanley, Co-ordinator of Status of Women 
Canada, participated as the Alternate Head of 
the delegation and responded to questions posed 
by the experts on the Committee. 


Canada has played a leading role in bringing 
issues of concern to women to the forefront 
of discussions among Commonwealth leaders. 


4 PERSPECTIVES Winter 1990 


International Activities (cont'd) 


Canadian UN Ambassador Yves Fortier addressing the UN 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against 
Women 


Commonwealth Ministers Responsible for 
Women’s Affairs first met in 1985, and have 
since agreed to meet every three years. In 
October 1990, Canada will host the third meet- 


ing of this group in Ottawa, where participants : 


will discuss progress being made to integrate 
concerns of women into the work of the Com- 
monwealth. 


As a founding member of the Working Party on 
the Role of Women in the Economy of the Orga- 
nization for Economic Cooperation and Devel- 
opment (OECD) Canada has made a substantial 
contribution in several key areas such as labour 
market adjustment for women, equal employ- 
ment opportunities, equal pay for work of equal 
value, and the economics of lone-parent fami- 
lies. The Co-ordinator of Status of Women 
Canada currently serves as the chair of the 
Working Party and its bureau of elected 
Officials. 


Canada also contributes to the improvement of 
the global status of women through the Cana- 


dian International Development Agency — 


(CIDA), the International Women’s Equality 
Division of External Affairs, and by means of 
its membership in the Organization of Ameri- 
can States (OAS) and La Francophonie, an 
international organization of French-speaking 
countries. oO 


News in Brief 


New Advisory Council President 


r. Glenda P. Simms has been appoint- 

ed the new President of the Canadian 

Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women. 


Glenda Simms has been an active advocate of 
the interests of women and minority groups for 
a number of years. An Associate Professor with 
the Faculty of Education at Nipissing University 
College in North Bay, Ontario, she is a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Ontario Housing 
Corporation, a member of the Women's Advisory 
Committee on Employment Equity for the fed- 
eral Treasury Board, and a board member of the 
National Organization of Immigrant and Visible 
Minority Women. Dr. Simms is also a former 
President of the Congress of Black Women 
of Canada. 


Dr. Glenda Simms, new President of CACSW 


In announcing her appointment, Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney noted Dr. Simm’s commitment 
to and expertise on issues of interest to Canada’s 
women, and expressed confidence in her unique 
qualifications to lead the Advisory Council in 
meeting the challenges of the new decade. 
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Employment Equity Report 


Women, aboriginal peoples, persons with dis- 
abilities and visible minorities made up a larger 
share of people hired by federally regulated 
employers in 1988 compared to the previous 
year, according to the second Annual Report on 
the Employment Equity Act. This report was 
tabled in the House of Commons on December 
13, 1989 by the Honourable Monique Vézina, 
Minister of State for Employment and Immi- 
gration. 


Under the 1986 Employment Equity Act, 
employers under federal jurisdiction, with 100 or 
more employees, must identify and eliminate bar- 
riers to the employment of four target groups 
(women, aboriginal peoples, the disabled and 
visible minorities), implement employment equity 
plans and programs, achieve a representative 
work force and report annually on their results. 


The report covers and ranks the progress of 
375 employers, including banks, Crown corpora- 
tions, and communications and transportation 
firms, representing over 600,000 employees 
across Canada. Women’s representation in this 
work force has increased from 409% in 
1987 to 42.12% in 1988, compared to 44% in 
the population overall. Their share of promo- 
tions also increased to 55.4% from 51.1% in 
1987. However, two-thirds of women hired full- 
time were employed in clerical jobs. 


Minister Vézina indicated that she was pleased 
with the co-operation of employers, but that 
“considerable work and sustained effort” were 
required before the government would be satis- 
fied with the situation of the designated groups 
in this labour force. The Employment Equity 
Program is scheduled for review in 1991. 


Copies of the report may be obtained from: 
Enquiries and Distribution, Employment and 
Immigration Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OJ9, 
telephone (819) 994-6313. Reports of individual 
employers are available for examination at librar- 
ies across Canada. Local Canada Employment 
Centres also have a pamphlet called Employment 


Equity Act: Where to Find Employers’ Reports. 


Women in Canada Profiled 
Did you know: 


e that the average life expectancy of women 
in Canada born in 1986 is 80 years? 

e that 59% of women in Canada live with a 
husband or common-law partner? 

e that women make up 44% of the Canadian 
work force? 

e that 75% of women in the labour force work 
full-time? 


These and other interesting features related to 
the demographic status of Canada’s women are 
highlighted in a new federal government publi- 
cation. 


Women in Canada: A Statistical Report (second 
edition) is an expanded version of a Statistics 
Canada report on women first produced in 1985. 
Information related to demographics, family 
structure, education, labour force activity, income 
and health has been updated and augmented 
with more detail, including information from new 
surveys. New chapters have been added deal- 
ing with housing and households, as well as the 
situation of aboriginal women, disabled women, 
immigrant women and women who are members 
of visible minorities. The report provides a sum- 
marized analysis of significant trends in the sta- 
tus of Canada’s women, and their changing roles 
and social characteristics since the early 1970's. 


Women in Canada: A Statistical Report (second 
edition) is available in English or French at a 
cost of $35 in Canada ($42 outside Canada) 
by contacting: Publication Sales, Statistics 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OT6, telephone 
1-800-267-6677 (toll free). 


Canada’s Demographic Future 


On December 12, 1989, the Honourable Perrin 
Beatty, Minister of National Health and Welfare, 
released a study on the demographic trends that 
will shape Canada to the year 2025. 


Charting Canada’s Future is the first review of 
its kind in Canada. It is based on 167 studies, 
prepared over the past three years by over 200 
Canadian scholars from across the country, in 
consultation with a wide variety of groups. This 
demographic review was initiated by the federal 
government in 1986, to increase understanding 
of the demographic changes taking place in 
Canada. 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 


Status of Women Canada has followed the devel- 
opment of the report closely, and has been a par- 
ticipant in the consultation process. Findings of 
particular interest to women include the fact that 
the two-earner family has replaced the single- 
earner family in the past 25 years as the most 
common family type, a trend that is expected to 
continue into the next century. In addition, the 
number of one-parent families has also increased 
significantly: while the majority of single parents 
in 1955 were women over 55 (mostly widows), 
now they are women between 15 and! 3441n 
terms of the aging population, it is projected that 
10% of the population will be over 75 by 2026. 
Women in this age category will outnumber men 
by almost two to one. 


The federal government is interested in conti- 
nuing discussions with Canadians on population 
issues. Copies of Charting Canada’s Future can 
be obtained by writing to the Minister of Nation- 


al Health and Welfare, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OK9. © 


Presentations of the report to groups in either 
official language, and more detailed information 
are available through the Demographic Review 
Secretariat, Health and Welfare Canada, Brooke 
Claxton Building, Room 1654, Tunney’s Pasture, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OK9, telephone (613) 
957-2957. 


Persons Awards Nominations 


Nominations are now being accepted for the 
1990 Persons Awards. Each year, individuals who 
have made outstanding contributions to the 
advancement of women in social, economic 
or legal areas are honoured in memory of the 
Persons Case, a lengthy legal and political 
battle which culminated with Canadian women 
achieving ‘‘persons”’ status in 1929. This made 
them eligible for the first time for appointment 
to the Senate. 


Nominations may be submitted by individuals, 
women’s groups, community and business 
groups, and others. Nominations close on April 
15. For more information about eligibility criteria 
and nomination procedures contact: The Persons 


Awards, Status of Women Canada, 151 Sparks : 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3 or tele- 
oO 


phone (613) 995-7835. 


Partners in the 
Community 


“Partners in the Community” is a regular fea- 
ture of PERSPECTIVES which publicizes the acti- 
vities of voluntary groups actively promoting 
women's well being and advancement in society. 
A brief description of your organization s man- 
date and activities is invited for inclusion in future 
ISSUES. 


(4% 
dd es 


if 


CCLOW 

Canadian Congress for 
Learning Opportunities 
for Women 


- The Canadian Congress for Learning Opportuni- 


ties for Women (CCLOW) is a national, voluntary 
organization which advocates political, social, and 
economic equality for women through expanded 
learning and educational opportunities. Since its 
establishment in 1979, CCLOW has come to be 
recognized for the value of its information and 
research, and as an authoritative voice in the 
area of women and educational issues. 


CCLOW networks exist in every province and ter- 
ritory. The work they undertake includes the 
establishment of bridging programs for women 
(Saskatchewan and Newfoundland), production 
of a resource booklet for adult survivors of incest 
(Quebec), and development of a handbook on 
overcoming the barriers to returning to learning 
(New Brunswick). Other CCLOW activities have 
recently included production of a study on 
women’s education and training policy in Canada, 
presentation of briefs on post-secondary educa- 
tion and proposed changes to the Unemployment 
Insurance Act; participation in the consultation 
on the federal government's Labour Force Devel- 
opment Strategy; and research into issues such 
as literacy and women’s experiential learning. 


CCLOW publishes a quarterly journal called 
Women's Education des femmes which looks at 
all aspects of women’s learning through articles, 
interviews, reviews and commentary. For more 
information on publicatiuis or membership, con- 
tact CCLOW at 47 Main Street, Toronto, Ontario 
M4E 2V6, telephone (416) 699-1909. Oo 
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Sources and 


uilding the Future: Profile of Canadian 


Resources 
Women in Trades (1989) looks at the 


B experience of 12 women working in 


trades such as carpentry, welding and construc- 
tion. This publication, commissioned by the 
Women's Bureau of Labour Canada, is designed 
to increase awareness of the job situation of 
women in trades and encourage women to con- 
sider these fields. Building the Future can be 
obtained in English and French through: Publi- 
cations Distribution Centre, Labour Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OJ2, telephone (819) 
994-0543. 


Farm Women’s Resource Book (1989) is a list- 
ing of farm and rural women’s organizations in 
Canada at the national, provincial and regional 
levels, published by the Farm Women’s Bureau 
of Agriculture Canada. It also contains lists of 
major national farm industry associations, other 
women’s organizations and media contacts. 
Copies in English and French may be obtained 
from: Co-ordinator, Farm Women's Bureau, 
Policy Branch, Agriculture Canada, Room 327, 
930 Carling Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OC5, 
telephone (613) 995-5880. 


Women — A Vital Force in Development (1989) 
is a report on the Canadian International Devel- 
opment Agency’s progress in implementing its 
Women in Development Program. This publica- 
tion takes a look at four projects which demon- 
strate CIDA’s commitment to ensuring that 
women participate in, and benefit from, develop- 
ment efforts, as part of the agency’s five-year 
action plan. The bilingual booklet is available from 
the Public Affairs Branch, Canadian Internation- 
al Development Agency, 200 Promenade 
du Portage, Hull, Quebec K1A 0G4, telephone 
(819) 997-6100. 


The City for Women: No Safe Place (1989) is a 
study commissioned by the Department of the 
Secretary of State for the First European and 
North American Conference on Urban Safety and 
Crime Prevention, held in Montreal in October: 
1989. This paper explores the range, character- 
istics and consequences of women’s experi- 
ences with fear and victimization and offers 
practical recommendations for resolving these 


problems. For a free copy in English or French 
contact: Corporate Policy Branch, Department 
of the Secretary of State, 15 Eddy Street, 
Room 13-E1, Terrasses de la Chaudière, Hull, 
Quebec K1A OM5, telephone (819) 994-5860. 


Engendering Adjustment for the 1990s (1989) is 
the report of a Commonwealth Expert Group on 
Women and Structural Adjustment. The report 
finds that traditional approaches to economic 
adjustment have been less than effective for 
women and recommends a broader approach 
that supports women’s work as producers, 
parents, household managers, and community 
organizers. Copies of the report in English only 
are available at a cost of £6 from the Women 
and Development Programme, Commonwealth 
Secretariat, Marlborough House, Pall Mall, 
London SW1Y 5HX, United Kingdom, tele- 
phone 01 839 3411. 


Les femmes s'en mêlent: Répertoire des femmes 
specialisées dans les questions internationales/ 
Making a World of Difference: A Directory of 
Women in Canada Specializing in Global Issues 
(1990) is a comprehensive listing of women in 
Canada who have experience and expertise in 
the areas of development, environment, peace 
and related social justice and economic issues. 
It will be published in the Spring by The Women's 
Directory Project, Canadian Council for Interna- 
tional Co-operation, 300-1 Nicholas Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7B7, telephone (613) 
236-4547. This bilingual directory may be pre- 
ordered at $15.00 per copy, plus $2.00 postage 
and handling (overseas $8.00). After June, orders 
should be placed with: Vehicle Press, P.O. Box 
125, Place du Parc, Montreal, Quebec H2W 2M9. 


Domestic Assault: There’s No Excuse For It is 
an 18 minute video on domestic violence pro- 
duced by the Hamilton-Wentworth Regional 
Police to helo health care workers and others 
recognize and help victims of family violence. 
Copies are available in English only by sending 
a $5 cheque or money order and a high-quality 
brand-name blank tape (any size) to: Tim Fletcher, 
Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Police, P.O. 
Box 1060, Station A, Hamilton, Ontario L8N ape 
telephone (416) 522-4925. 


8 PERSPECTIVES Winter 1990 


he federal government has made a 


Appointments 
commitment to substantially increase 


T the number of women appointed to 


federal boards, agencies, commissions and other 
posts. Recent appointments include: 


Dian Cohen of Toronto, Dr. Susan Jensen oi 
Edmonton, and Deanna Rosenswig of Toronto 
as members of the National Biotechnology 
Advisory Committee. 


Margaret Rose Conrad of Wolfville, Nova 
Scotia, as a member of the Historic Sites and 
Monuments Board of Canada. 


Renée Dupuis of Quebec City as a member of 
the Canadian Human Rights Commission. 


Her Honour Paule Gauthier of Quebec City re- | 


appointed to the Security Intelligence Review 
. Committee. 


Nancy Jackman of Toronto as a member of the 
Economic Council of Canada. 


Helen King McLeod of Kingston, Ontario, as a 


Judge of the District Court of Ontario and Local 
Judge of the High Court of Justice for Ontario. 


Martha Musgrove of Ottawa, and Céline Belan- 
ger of Calgary as members of the National 
Energy Board. 


Linda Overgaard of Bath, Ontario, and Marilyn 
Comeau-Doucet of Meteghan River, Nova Sco- 
tia (re-appointment) as members of the National 
Parole Board. 


Lucie Pépin of Montreal to the Commission of 
Inquiry on Electoral Reform and Party Financing. 


Patricia Proudfoot as Justice of Appeal for 
British Columbia and Justice of Appeal of the 
Court of Appeal for the Yukon Territory. 


Her Honour Elizabeth Roscoe of Halifax as a 
Judge of the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia, a 
member of the Trial Division of that court and 
ex-officio member of the Appeal Division of the 
Supreme Court of Nova Scotia. 


Shannon Ryan of St. John’s, Newfoundland, as 
a member of the Social Sciences and Humani- 
ties Research Council. 


Dr. Glenda Simms of North Bay, Ontario, as 
President of the Canadian Advisory Council on 
the Status of Women (see article page 4). 


Annette Verschuren of Toronto as a member 
of the DEVCO Board of Directors. oO 


The next issue of Perspectives will be published 
in Spring, 1990. 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives is per- 
mitted provided source is mentioned. Perspec- 
ives is published quarterly by: 


Communications Directorate 
Status of Women Canada 
151 Sparks Street, 

10th Floor, Room 1005 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 1C3 


(613) 995-7835 ISSN 0836-0111 
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INSIDE: Quebec women celebrate/UN evaluates gel ser RME in | the Public Service 


Minister’ 
Message 


S 


ince my appointment as Minister Respon- 
sible for the Status of Women in February, 
| have had the opportunity to meet with 


many women across Canada, individually and in 
groups. These are women who represent differ- 
ent ideas, concerns and interests, yet who share 
a vital characteristic: their commitment to achiev- 
ing full equality for women in our society. 


xt 
(il 
al 
wee 
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Hon. Mary Collins and members of the Canadian reece 
tion of Business and mOn Women’s Clubs. 


Cie Pinder 


=. 
ps ~~ 
4 / \ 
p à 
\\ 
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Whether this commitment to real is trans- 
lated into advocacy work, lobbying on behalf of 
the membership of a women’s organization, or 
voluntary efforts through a women’s centre, it is 
a fact that thousands of Canadian women are 
actively working for the social, political and 
economic recognition of women’s roles and 
contributions within our society. 


| am listening and learning as | travel across the 
country meeting you, the women | represent in 
the federal government. | am encouraged by your 
strong faith in the value of the partnerships you 
are forging among yourselves, and between 
governments, business and the rest of the volun- 
tary sector. These partnerships are vital to 
the achievement of equality, since all sectors 
of society have a role to play in women’s 
advancement. 


This issue of Perspectives highlights several 
areas in which the federal government is work- 
ing to promote the status of women. | hope this 
information will be of interest to you, as you pur- 
sue your own course on behalf of the women of 
Canada. 


Mary Collins 


Condition féminine 
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Women’s Affairs Ministers Meet 


July 1990 


t their ninth annual Conference held 

in Lake Louise, Alberta, May 29 to 31, 

Ministers Responsible for the Status of 
Women at the federal, provincial and territorial 
levels issued a Declaration on Violence Against 
Women, identifying violence as a major impedi- 
ment to women’s equality. Ministers agreed to 
develop and promote strategies for action to 
eliminate violence against women, with a par- 
ticular focus on education and prevention. 


The Conference was co-hosted by the Honour- 


Action plans related to economic development 
for aboriginal women were also discussed. The 
plans were developed as a result of a decision 
taken by the Ministers at their 1987 Conference 
to address the specific barriers to economic 
advancement faced by aboriginal women. The 
federal plan of action, tabled at the Conference, 
was developed by a working group composed 
of representatives from the Native Women's 
Association of Canada, the Inuit Women’s 
Association and the Indian and Inuit Nurses of 
Canada, as well as officials of Status of Women 


able Mary Collins, federal Minister Responsible Canada. 
for the Status of Women, and the Honourable 
Elaine McCoy, Alberta’s Minister Responsible for 


Women’s Issues. 


Ministers agreed to continue work in areas relat- 
ed to women’s education and training, and the 
integration of work and family responsibilities. 
There was also an exchange of information about 
pay equity and midwifery. oO 


As part of their Conference agenda, Ministers . 
agreed to begin work on the issue of women and 
the criminal justice system, by adopting a three- 
year action plan to examine the impact on 
women of criminal justice legislation, policies and 
programs. 


Quebec Women Celebrate 


15 


Quebec was the last province in Canada. to 
enfranchise women, on April 25, 1940. Women 
had become eligible to vote in federal elections 
in 1918, and in all other provincial elections by 
1922. | 


would pass before Claire Kirkland-Casgrain 
became the first woman elected to the Quebec 
Assembly in 1961. 


his year marks the 50th anniversary 
of the right of women to vote in. the 
province of Quebec. 


This year, Quebec women are celebrating the 
50th anniversary of their suffrage victory, and 
the intervening years of feminist activity, through 
a number of events. Activities sponsored by 
“Femmes en tête’’ include a symposium held in 
Montreal, April 27 to 29, the publication of an his- 


The struggle for women's suffrage in Quebec torical review, and various regional events. From 


was a protracted one. Begun in 191 2, it reached 
its peak between 1930 and 1938. It was as a 
result of the unstinting efforts of Quebec women, 
led by Marie Gérin-Lajoie, Thérèse Casgrain and 
Idola Saint-Jean, that the government’s commit- 
ment to women’s enfranchisement was finally 
made in 1939. More than two more decades 


June 3 to 8, FRAPPE (Femmes regroupées pour 
l'accessibilité aux pouvoirs politiques et éco- 
nomiques) hosted the first World Summit 
on Women and Power, in Montreal, which 
attracted over 800 participants from around 
the world. ile oO 
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UN Evaluates Progress 


Status of Women Canada Coordinator Kay Stanley with Juliette Clagett McLennan, US Representative to the UN 


Commission on the Status of Women, at the Commission’s special session in Vienna. 


ost countries around the world have 

taken steps to enshrine women’s 

equality in legislation, but this has not 
yet resulted in major improvements in the daily 
lives of women. This was one of the key findings 
of the United Nations Commission on the Status 
of Women, which met in a special session, held 
in Vienna from February 26 to March 9, to review 
progress made in implementing the Nairobi 
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement 
of Women (FLS). 


Adopted by all UN countries at the end of the 
Decade for Women in 1985, the FLS represent 
a blueprint for achieving equality for the world’s 
women by the year 2000. 


As part of its most recent review of the Strate- 
gies’ implementation, the Commission concluded 
that, despite the efforts made during the last five 
years, obstacles to women’s equality still remain. 
Following extensive negotiations, the Commission 
unanimously adopted 24 recommendations 
which identify key areas for action by govern- 
ments, non-governmental organizations and the 
UN system. Among the issues identified as 
requiring priority attention are: education related 
to women’s legal rights; sex stereotyping; 
increasing the number of women in decision- 
making positions; pay equity; recognition of 
women’s unpaid work; integration of work and 
family responsibilities; and family violence. 


While these recommendations do not replace the 
measures contained in the FLS, they do highlight 
the most serious obstacles to the implementation 
of the Strategies. Thus, in addition to providing 
specific guidelines for action, the recommenda- 
tions also represent areas for the Commission’s 
in-depth study in the period 1993-1996. 


Also as part of its review and appraisal process, 
the Commission agreed that a major internation- 
al event should be held in order to help focus 
world-wide attention on the implementation of the 
FLS. As a result, it was decided to hold the next 
world conference on women in 1995. While this 
conference will probably not be on the scale of 
those held in 1975, 1980 and 1985, it will give 
national governments, international organizations 
and NGOs an opportunity to reaffirm their 
commitment to the advancement of women. 


The UN Commission on the Status of Women 
was established in 1947 to monitor the situation 
of women and promote women’s rights in all 
societies around the world. It consists of 45 elect- 
ed members. Canada is currently serving its third 
consecutive four-year term, which runs until 
1992. oO 
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Women in the Public Service 


ccording to the Report of the Task 

Force on Barriers to Women in the 

Public Service, released in April, 
women experience significant barriers to career 
advancement in the Public Service of Canada: 
so much so they are leaving their jobs faster and 
more frequently than men. 


In their report to Treasury Board, Task Force 
members Jean Edmonds, Jocelyn Côté-O'Hara 
and Edna MacKenzie concluded that women are 
frustrated by three major barriers to career 
progress within the Public Service: stereotyped 
attitudes which limit their development and 
advancement: a hostile, unaccommodating cor- 
porate environment; and problems related to 
balancing work and family responsibilities. 


The Task Force made four recommendations: 


e Measures should be taken to improve the 
representation of women in senior manage- 
ment. (Women make up 44 per cent of the 
government’s work force; but in the upper 
echelons, the proportion drops to 12 per cent.) 


° The under-representation of women in the 
Public Service should be integrated into the 
government’s management strategy, instead 


of being treated as a separate issue. (This 
means, for example, that the performance of 
deputy ministers could be judged according to 
their success in reducing the concentration of 
women in low-paying clerical jobs and in 
improving their representation at the top.) 


° Rules and practices which put women at a 
disadvantage should be phased out. In this 
area, the Task Force pointed to the use of 
outdated or stereotypical job descriptions and 
the lack of benefits provided in part-time and 
short-term positions (most of which are filled 
by women). 


e A sustained effort should be made to change 
the corporate culture of the Public Service. 
(The Task Force found that 67 per cent of 
women believe there is a ‘glass ceiling” in the 
Public Service, an invisible barrier preventing 
them from reaching top jobs. Only 29 per cent 
of men perceived such a barrier.) 


Copies of the four-volume set of the Task Force 
report are available (in English and French) at a 
cost of $24.95 (plus $3.50 for shipping and han- 
dling) from: Canadian Government Publishing 
Centre, Supply and Services Canada, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A 0S9, telephone (819) 956-4802. Oo 
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News in Brief 


Women in engineering 


private sector-led project has been 

launched, with support from the federal 

government, to improve the environ- 
ment for the participation of women in engi- 
neering. Four national organizations will join the 
federal government in this 18-month project, 
announced in February. They are the Canadian 
Council of Professional Engineers; the Associa- 
tion of Universities and Colleges of Canada; the 
Canadian Manufacturers Association; and the 
Association of Consulting Engineers of Canada. 
A 16-member Adjustment Steering Committee, 
chaired by Dr. Monique Frize, will guide the 
project, whose goal is to propose specific meas- 
ures which employers, educators, industry and 
professional associations can take to create a 
positive and productive climate for women in 
engineering. A conference is planned for spring 
1991 to discuss the project’s preliminary findings. 
A final report and action plan will be released in 
late summer 1991. 


Federally sentenced women 


The Task Force on Federally Sentenced Women 
has completed its report on service and facility 
improvements for federally sentenced women. 
Made up of representatives of women’s groups, 
women prisoners, aboriginal women, Correction- 
al Services Canada and the Canadian Associa- 
tion of Elizabeth Fry Societies, the Task Force 
has recommended improvements in support 
staff, counselling, education, training and com- 
munity liaison. In its report, the Task Force also 
recommended that five new regional facilities, 
including one specifically for aboriginal women, 
be built to replace the Prison for Women in 
Kingston. To obtain a copy of the report, contact: 
Task Force on Federally Sentenced Women, 
Correctional Services Canada, 340 Laurier 
Avenue West, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OP9, tele- 
phone (613) 996-6029. 


Divorce Act amendment 


Royal Assent was given in June to amendments 
to the Divorce Act, which provide the courts with 
the discretionary power to prevent spouses from 
using religious divorce proceedings to gain 
concessions in court disputes over money and 
custody. The amendments respond to requests 
from the Jewish community for changes that 
would place husbands and wives on a more 
equal footing. Jewish religious tradition dictates 
that a divorce be carried out by the delivery of 
a get (a Jewish religious divorce) from the hus- 
band to the wife. The amendments would allow 
judges to refuse to grant civil divorces or other 
relief under the Divorce Act to a spouse who 
uses the get as a bargaining tool to obtain con- 
cessions related to child custody or monetary 
support. 


Federal pay equity settlement 


Acting on its commitment to equal pay for work 
of equal value, the federal government an- 
nounced a pay equity settlement in January, 
which will benefit nearly 70,000 public servants 
working in four female-dominated occupational 
groups. The settlement provides for an average 
lump-sum retroactive payment of $4800, plus 
annual pay adjustments of between four and 
seven per cent, effective April 1, 1990. The 
settlement follows a five-year joint union- 
management review of pay equity in the federal 
Public Service. 


Women in the Canadian Forces 


In February, the Honourable Mary Collins, Asso- 
ciate Minister of National Defence, announced 
the establishment of an advisory board to make 
recommendations and submit annual reports 
to the Department of National Defence on all 
matters related to the service of women in the 
Canadian Armed Forces. Chaired by Ottawa 
lawyer Shirley Greenberg, the other members 
of the advisory board are Brigadier-General 
(Retired) Sheila Hellstrom, Kathryn Bindon, Linda 
Long, Gerald Resch, Guy Beaulac and Yolande 
Dubé. The advisory board’s particular focus will 
be on the progress of women’s integration into 
the Canadian Forces, pursuant to the February 
1989 decision of the Canadian Human Rights 
Tribunal, which directed the removal of all 
employment restrictions on the occupations and 
units in which women can serve in the Canadian 
Forces, with the single exception of submarine 
duty. oO 
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Partners in the 
Community 


“Partners in the Community” is a regular 
Perspectives feature which publicizes the 
activities of voluntary groups actively promoting 
women's well-being and advancement in society. 
Brief descriptions of your organization’s man- 
date and activities are invited for inclusion in 
future issues. 


SAR 


Congress of Black Women of Canada 
he Congress of Black Women of 
Canada is a non-profit organization 


I which functions as a service base and 
lobby for black women and their families. Its 
genesis.is historical. After a series of four spon- 
taneous. national conferences held in Toronto 


(1973), Montreal (1974), Halifax (1976), and Wind- 
sor (1977), the Congress was legally founded 


in 1980 as a national advocacy organization to . 


clarify and bring due recognition to the role of 
black women in Canadian society. 


Today, with established chapters in every 
province except Prince Edward Island and 
Newfoundland and the two territories, this cross- 
Canada network addresses such issues of 
concern as youth, racism, law reform, police 


brutality, unemployment/employment, medical. 


care, education, housing, child care, welfare and. 
human rights. 


This year marks the 10th Anniversary of the 
establishment of the Congress as a national 
organization. In May 1991, black women will 
come together in Calgary for the Congress’ 
10th national conference. For more intormation 
contact: Congress of Black Women of Canada, 
P.O. Box 211, Station NDG, Montreal, Quebec 
H4A 3P5, telephone (514) 484-9828. Oo 


Sources and 
Resources 


Work-Related Child Care in Canada highlights 
the increasing involvement of employers in the 
provision of child care. Prepared for the Women’s 
Bureau of Labour Canada, this report profiles 
22 existing programs and notes new services and 
benefits employers are offering their employees 
and their children. For a free copy of the report 
(in English and French) contact: Publications 
Distribution Centre, Labour Canada, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A OJ2, telephone (819) 994-0543. 


More women are joining the 
labour force 


In 1970, 
women were 34% of 
the total labour force 


In 1988, 
women were 44% of 
the total labour force 


FE, lS 
Ea /m\ 0) 


Women and the Labour Force is a Statistics 
Canada report which examines Canadian 
women’s labour force participation from 1970- 
1985, using 1986 census information to analyse 
factors influencing employment and unemploy- 
ment conditions. This report is available in English 
and French and can be purchased for $10 from: 
Publication Sales, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A OT6, telephone (613) 951-8926. 


In Her Chosen Field is a new National- Film 
Board documentary which examines the critical 
issues faced by Canadian farm women, such as 
child care and farm ownership. Produced by the 
National Film Board’s Studio D, this film is avail- 
able in English and French, in either 16 mm or 
VHS video format, from National Film Board 
offices across Canada. 


Older Stronger Wiser and Black Mother, Black 


‘ Daughter are two recently released National 


Film Board productions which highlight the signif- 
icant contributions that black women have made 
to their families, churches and communities in 
Canada. These films are available in 16 mm 
and VHS video format, in English only, from 
National Film Board offices across Canada. 


ed 
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Sources and Resources (cont'd) 
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Women in Canada is a statistical poster-map 
which highlights important facts about the 
participation of women in Canadian society. 
The poster-map is available in two formats: a 
16” X 30” coloured version (limited quantities); 
and an 8'/2”” x 14” black and white version. 
For a free copy (in English and French) contact: 
Communications Directorate, Status of Women 
Canada, 151 Sparks Street, 10th floor, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone (613) 995-7835. 


More than Just a Job is a video which pro- 
motes non-sexist career choices for men and 
women. Produced for the Ontario Women’s 
Directorate, the video profiles people working in 
fields not commonly associated with their 
gender. The video is available in both English and 
French in VHS format. To rent or purchase, 
contact: LM Media Marketing Services Ltd., 
115 Torbay, Unit 9, Markham, Ontario L3R 2M9, 
telephone (416) 475-3750. 


To Play With the Best is a video which pro- 
motes career opportunities offered in mathemat- 
ics and sciences, by profiling women who have 
successfully undertaken careers in these non- 
traditional fields of employment. The video is 
available in both English and French in VHS 
format. To rent or receive a free copy (limited 
number available), contact: Derwyn Sangster, 
Canadian Electrical and Electronics Manufac- 
turing Industry, 77 Metcalfe Street, Suite 809, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5L6, telephone (613) 
237-6847. 


LR 
apr 


A Fine Line is a video dealing with the issue of 
female poverty in Canada. Commissioned by the 
Ecumenical Task Force on the Feminine Face 
of Poverty, the video discusses. poverty and its 
challenges through the stories of three poor 
women. Available in VHS format, and in English 
only, the video can be rented or purchased for 
$20 from the Women’s Interchurch Council of 
Canada, 77 Charles Street West, Toronto, Ontario 
M5S 1K5, telephone (416) 424-2476. 


Lindsay’s Story is a video which challenges 
myths surrounding teenage date rape. Produced 
by the sexual assault team at the Mississauga 
Hospital, the video is accompanied by two teach- 
ing manuals and is intended to encourage teens 
to think about relationships, personal values and 
consent, as factors that can prevent date rape. 
Available in VHS format in English only, this video 
and manual package can be purchased for $99 
from: Social Work Department, Mississauga 
Hospital, 100 Queensway West, Mississauga, 
Ontario L5B 1B8, telephone (416) 848-7495. 


Up and Doing: Canadian Women and World 
Peace is a collection of 37 essays by women 
authors and activists committed to global disar- 
mament. Co-edited by Janice Williamson and 
Deborah Gorham, the book traces Canadian 
women’s efforts to oppose the arms race, fea- 
turing essays by the late Margaret Laurence and 
Kay MacPherson. The 262-page book is pub- 
lished by the Women’s Press and is available in 
bookstores for $16.95. oO 
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Appointments 


n June, the Honourable Mary Collins 
announced the following appointments to 
æ the Canadian Advisory Council on the 
Status of Women: 


Thorine E. Goodall of Prince George, British 
Columbia. Founding Co-ordinator of the Prince 
George Women’s Resource Centre, she has 
been a volunteer for the YM-YWCA, the BC and 
Yukon Heart Foundation and the Canadian 
Cancer Society. 


Micheline Pépin of Hull, Quebec. A labour coun- 
sellor with Outaouais-Travail, specializing in the 
training and integration of the disabled into the 
labour force, she is also active in drug addiction 
rehabilitation. 


Thérèse Martin of Edmundston, New Brunswick. 
An educator specializing in easing the transition 
for women into the work force, she has been an 
active member of the Acadian Women’s Feder- 
ation, the New Brunswick Advisory Council on 
the Status of Women and the New Brunswick 
Human Rights Commission. 


Other recent federal appointments include: 


Madame Justice Louise Arbour of Toronto, 
appointed to the Ontario Court of Appeal. 


Wendy Buykes of Georgetown, Ontario, as a 
member of the National Parole Board. 


Linda Clarke Gower of Cambridge, Ontario, 
reappointed as Chair of the Unemployment 
Insurance Board of Referees for the District of 
Kitchener. 


Mardi Cockbum of Fredericton, New Brunswick, 
as member of the National Library Advisory 
Board. | 


Francine Constantineau of Longueuil, Quebec, 
as member of the Governing Council of the 
National Research Council. Also reappointed to 
the Governing Council is Professor Berthe 
Lambert of Rimouski, Quebec. 


Dr. Gisèle Côté-Harper of Montreal, as Chair 
of the Board of Directors of the International 
Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Devel- 
opment. Also appointed to the Board are Julie 
Davis of Toronto, Kay Nandlall of Fredericton, 
New Brunswick and Dr. Norma Walmsley of 
Wakefield, Quebec. 


Anne Noonan of Ottawa, as member and 
Vice-Chair of the National Aboriginal Economic 
Development Board. 


Andrée Roberge of Sainte-Foy, Quebec, as a 
member of the Natural Sciences and Engineer- 
ing Research Council. Also reappointed to the 
Council is Mary Eileen Spencer of Edmonton. 


Denyse Trepanier of Proulxville, Quebec, reap- 
pointed as Chair of the Unemployment Insurance 
Board of Referees for the District of Trois- 
Rivieres. O 


The next issue of Perspectives will be published 
in September 1990. 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives is per- 
mitted provided source is mentioned. Perspectives 
is published quarterly by: 


Communications Directorate 
Status of Women Canada 
151 Sparks Street, 

10th Floor, Room 1005 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 1C3 


(613) 995-7835 ISSN 0836-0111 
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INSIDE: Commonwealth Ministers Meeting / Work and Family Responsibilities 


Minister” 
Message 


reparations are moving into high gear 

for the Meeting of Commonwealth 

Women’s Affairs Ministers, which will 
be held in Ottawa, October 8 to 12. Canada is 
proud to host this third Meeting of Ministers. 
We are firm supporters of the process that is 
now well under way to integrate the concerns 
of women into the activities of the Common- 
wealth. 


This third Meeting will be an important one for 
Women’s Affairs Ministers, as we Strive to build 
and expand upon the progress already made 
by the Commonwealth on equality and devel- 
opment issues. With its theme of ‘‘Women and 
Economic Equality’’, this Meeting will give us 
an opportunity to discuss current and future 


efforts to ensure that women’s interests con- 
tinue to be reflected in the work of the Com- 
monwealth and its member countries. Given 
the cooperative tradition of the Commonwealth, 
and the global nature of women’s concerns, | 
anticipate a number of practical outcomes from 
this Meeting of Ministers, which will result in 
concrete measures to improve individual 
women’s lives. 


This issue of Perspectives features information 
about the agenda of the Commonwealth 
Women's Affairs Ministers Meeting. | hope 
you'll also find of interest the other items we've 
included, which concern recent federal govern- 
ment initiatives in the areas of employment 
equity, immigrant orientation and the integra- 
tion of work and family responsibilities. 


PUR Cu 


Mary Collins 


Government 


Publications 


The Status of Women Canada re group for the Commonwealth Women’s 
Affairs Ministers Meeting. 


Status of Women Condition feminine 


ivi 


Canada 


Canada Canada 
0008532 Canada Postes 
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Commonwealth Ministers to Meet 


omen’s Affairs Ministers from most 
of the 50 countries of the Common- 
wealth will be in Ottawa from Octo- 


ber 8 to 12, to take part in the third Meeting of 
Commonwealth Women's Affairs Ministers. 
The Meeting continues the process initiated by 
Women's Affairs Ministers in 1985 to promote 
cooperation and support for women’s equality 
issues throughout the Commonwealth. 


Commonwealth Women’s Affairs Ministers first 
met in formal session in Nairobi, Kenya onthe 
eve of the United Nations World Conference 
on Women in 1985. At their second meeting in 
Harare, Zimbabwe in 1987, Ministers devel- 
oped a Plan of Action to integrate women’s 
interests into the activities of the Common- 
wealth. They agreed to meet at three-year inter- 
vals, thereby encouraging member states to act 
on their commitments within a specific period. 
Canada played an active role at the Nairobi and 
Harare meetings, and as a strong supporter of 
the importance of regular meetings, Canada 
offered to take its turn by hosting the third 
Women's Affairs Ministers Meeting in 1990. 


Considering the very short time since Women's 
Affairs Ministers first met, Commonwealth 
accomplishments related to women have been 
considerable. With the adoption by Common- 
wealth Heads of Government of the Plan of 
Action to integrate women’s concerns in all the 
Commonwealth’s work, and the commitment 
to regular meetings of Women’s Affairs Min- 
isters, gender equality — like racial equality — 
has become an institutional part of all Common- 
wealth structures. A great deal of work has 
been devoted to initiatives which address 
violence against women, for example, and 
substantial efforts have been made to make 
government women’s bureaus more effective, 
especially in terms of their impact on national 
planning and policy development. Another 
major initiative has been the establishment of 
a group of experts to examine the impact of 
structural adjustment on women. 


This third Meeting of Commonwealth Women’s 
Affairs Ministers will have the central theme of 
“Women and Economic Equality’. It has been 
recognized that women’s equality involves a 
number of economic aspects and that empow- 
ering women within a national economy is an 
effective way to maximize the skills, talents and 


contributions of that nation’s human resources 
overall. Many issues considered to be social, 
rather than economic in nature, such as edu- 
cation, health care and family planning, are as 
much a part of women’s economic lives as the 
ability to own land or obtain credit. 


Reflecting the theme of women’s role in the 
economy, the agenda of the Ministers Meeting 
in Ottawa will include the topic of women and 
Structural adjustment. Women’s Affairs Min- 
isters will have the opportunity to share their 
views on the recently released findings of the 
Commonwealth Expert Group on Structural 
Adjustment, particularly the Group’s recom- 
mendations for broadening current approaches 
to structural adjustment in order to incorporate 


gender concerns. 


- The Meeting’s agenda will also include an 


assessment of the progress made in 
implementing the Plan of Action on Women and 
Development, adopted in 1987. This will take 
the form of a discussion of the report to be 
tabled by the Commonwealth Secretary Gener- 
al, which takes into consideration question- 
naires completed by member countries on the 
Plan of Action, as well as an analysis of emerg- 
ing trends. 


Another timely agenda topic, one being carried 
over from the 1985 and 1987 meetings, is the 
elimination of violence against women. This is 
an area in which the Ministers and the women 
in their countries have benefited from the 
sharing of experiences in policies, programs 
and legislation. This year, Ministers. are 
expected to explore innovative approaches that 
have been successfully applied in member 
countries. 


Given the importance of the global environ- 
ment, Ministers will look at how women can 
become more involved in decisions affecting 
the environment. Population issues will round 
out the Meeting’s agenda. 


Most countries will participate in the 1990 


Women’s Affairs Ministers Meeting by sending 
their Minister responsible for status of women 
concerns and a small number of delegates, 
usually one or two senior officials from their 
government's women’s bureau. In accordance 
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Commonwealth Ministers to Meet (cont'd) 


with Commonwealth practice, the formal meet- 
ing sessions will be held in camera, however, 
a number of opportunities will be provided for 
Ministers and their delegations to meet with the 
general public, women’s groups and the media. 
These will include a number of receptions, 
working visits and field trips. As well, the 
release of the Communiqué on the final day of 
the Meeting will enable all interested parties 
to receive a full accounting of the discussions 
and decisions. 


As well as participating as a member country, 
Canada is fulfilling its role as host government 
by assisting the Commonwealth Secretariat 
with logistical and administrative arrange- 
ments. Ina demonstration of its continuing sup- 
port to Commonwealth countries of limited 
financial means, the Canadian International 
Development Agency has made funds available 
to encourage the participation of delegates 
from a number of developing countries. 


Work and Family Responsibilities 


aya OO 


Canapress 


Hon. Mary Collins addressing the seminar on family responsive benefits in Toronto. 


ith the integration of women’s dual 

responsibilities to career and family 

emerging as one of the most signif- 
icant economic and social issues of the 1990s, 
the federal government is joining with Canadian 
employers, employees and families to find 
solutions to helo women better balance the 
demands of their work and home lives. 


Today, women represent 44 per cent of 
Canada’s labour force. Women work for the 
same economic, social and psychological rea- 
sons as men — they have to and they want to. 
Yet despite their increased participation in the 
labour force, women are still viewed as the pri- 
mary caretakers of the household, the children 
and other dependents. For many women, work- 
ing outside the home means a full day on the 
job — and another at home. 


Governments across Canada have taken a 
number of steps to address the inter- 
relationship between employment and family 
responsibilities, recognizing that the manner in 
which the issue is approached has significant 
implications not only for women, but also for 
the vitality of the work force as a whole — as 
well as the economy and society in general. 


As part of the commitment First Ministers made 
in 1985 to economic equality for women, in 
1987 the Prime Minister and provincial Pre- 
miers directed Canada's federal, provincial and 
territorial Ministers Responsible for the Status 
of Women to develop strategies within their 
jurisdictions to address the changing relation- 
ship between work and family life. A report out- 
lining progress to date was submitted to the 
First Ministers’ Conference in November 1989 

> 


4 PERSPECTIVES September 1990 


Work and Family Responsibilities (cont'd) 


In March and April 1990, Status of Women 
Canada, the Women’s Bureau of Labour 
Canada and The Conference Board of Canada 
jointly sponsored a series of family-responsive 
benefits seminars, designed to assist business 
decision-makers in understanding the impact 
of demographic and social change in the work- 
place. Held in Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto, 
Montreal and Halifax, the seminars featured 
presentations by the Honourable Mary Collins, 
Minister Responsible for the Status of Women, 
and the Honourable Jean Corbeil, Minister 
of Labour, representatives of Canadian 
employers, and Conference Board research- 
ers. Highlighted at the seminars was the variety 
of effective approaches to family-responsive 
programs and policies that can be used to 
attract, retain and motivate workers by promot- 
ing a better balance between work and family 
responsibilities. 


At their ninth annual conference in Alberta in 
May 1990, federal, provincial and territorial 


Ministers Responsible for the Status of Women | 


discussed the need for further strategies to har- 
monize work and family responsibilities. Min- 
isters exchanged information on action taken 
to date, and discussed the need for ongoing 
efforts, in preparation for the submission of fur- 
ther progress reports to the First Ministers. 


Copies of the report /ntegration of Work and 


Family Responsibilities: Report on Strategies, 
prepared by Ministers Responsible for the 
Status of Women and submitted to the First 
Ministers in November 1989, are available in 
a bilingual format, free of charge, from: Com- 
munications Directorate, Status of Women 
Canada, 151 Sparks Street, 10th floor, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone (613) 995-7835. 


The Conference Board of Canada has pub- 
lished the results of its major research program 
into work-family dynamics. During 1988 and 
1989, the Conference Board surveyed over 
1600 organizations, key labour leaders, and 
over 11,000 public- and private-sector workers, 
exploring the response of Canadian employers 
and employees to the demands of career and 
home. Published in both English and French, 
the reports The Corporate Response to 
Workers with Family Responsibilities and Work 
and Family: The Employment Challenge of the 
90s are available at a cost of $125 each ($25 
for Board associates) from: The Conference 
Board of Canada, 255 Smyth Road, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1H 8M7, telephone (613) 526-3280. 


Also available from the Conference Board is a 
synopsis of the proceedings of the family- 
responsive benefits Seminars held this spring. 
The synopsis is available in English or French, 
at a cost of $125 per copy ($25 for Board 
associates). LJ 


News 1n Brief 


Royal Commission Anniversary 
eptember 28th marks the 20th anni- 
versary of the release of the landmark 
Report of the Royal Commission on 

the Status of Women. 


The Royal Commission's objective was to 
examine the status of Canadian women and 
make recommendations to the federal govern- 


. ment on how to ‘ensure for women equal 


opportunities with men in all aspects of Cana- 
dian society.” 


The federal government responded to the Royal 
Commission's 167 recommendations by creat- 
ing federal organizations to promote the status 
of women and by taking specific measures to 
integrate women’s concerns into the federal 
policy development and decision-making 
processes. 


In 1971, the first federal Minister Responsible 
for the Status of Women was appointed to pro- 
mote equal opportunities for women and to 
follow through on the Royal Commission’s rec- 
ommendations. In addition, the federal govern- 
ment established the Canadian Advisory Coun- 
cil on the Status of Women (CACSW) in 1973 
and Status of Women Canada (SWC) in 1976 
to assist women in achieving the objective of 
full equality. 


Twenty years ago, issues of concern to women 
identified by the Royal Commission included 
labour standards, housing, education,: pen- 
sions, sexual stereotyping, and employment. 
Today, while these remain important areas-of 


_ concern, focus has shifted to issues such as 


abortion, child care, pay equity, work and family 
responsibilities, and violence against women. 


Through the work of the Minister Responsible 
for the Status of Women and Status of Women 
Canada, the federal government continues to 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 


demonstrate its commitment to full equality for 
women. It encourages cooperation between 
federal departments, provincial and territo- 
rial governments, industry, education and 
health authorities, local governments, and non- 
governmental organizations, pursuing the 
objective of ‘promoting equal opportunities for 
women in all soheres of Canadian life.” 


Language and Orientation Initiative 


The federal government announced in May a 
$15 million Language and Orientation Initiative, 
to provide assistance to immigrants and refu- 
gees, particularly women, in adjusting to life in 
Canada. Under the Initiative, the Settlement 
Language Program, operated on a pilot project 
basis since 1986, will become a permanent pro- 
gram with a budget of $7 million. It supports 
language training for immigrants not entering 
the labour force, the majority women, as well 
as language training for refugees in camps 
abroad who are awaiting processing to come 
to Canada. 


An additional $1 million will be directed to the 
Immigrant Settlement and Adaptation Program, 
which helps non-governmental organizations 
provide settlement services to newly arrived 
immigrants; $2 million will be allocated for the 
preparation of orientation materials regarding 
life in Canada; and funds are also earmarked 
to enhance the on-the-job language and literacy 
training for immigrants offered through the 
Canadian Jobs Strategy, with a budget of 
$5 million in the first year, increasing to $15 mil- 
lion in Subsequent years. 


Employment Equity 


In May, representatives of 22 national women’s 
groups attended an Ottawa workshop on fed- 
eral employment equity legislation, jointly 
sponsored by Status of Women Canada and 
Employment and Immigration Canada. The 
Employment Equity Act, passed into law in 
1986, directs Crown corporations and federally 
regulated businesses with 100 or more 
employees to seek to achieve equality in the 
workplace, through the identification and eli- 
mination of discriminatory employment policies 
and practices. 


Among the topics discussed at the workshop 
were the role of management, unions and inter- 
est groups in the employment equity process, 
the possible extension of the Act’s coverage 


to a larger group of employers; and ways to 
strengthen the Act’s enforcement provisions. 
The workshop was organized as a lead-in to the 
Parliamentary review of the Employment Equity 
Act, scheduled to take place in 1991. 


Hon. Mary Collins and Status of Women Coordinator Kay 
Stanley speaking with Barbara Martin of the Native 
Women’s Association of Canada at the Employment Equity 
workshop. 


Federal AIDS Strategy 


In June 1990, the federal government declared 
its commitment to stopping the spread of 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome with 
its announcement of a National AIDS Strategy. 
Health and Welfare Canada will allocate $112 
million over the next three years to the Strategy 
which has three main goals: 


e to curtail the transmission of the human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) that causes 
AIDS; 


e to support the search for effective cures; 
and 


e to fund research and pilot projects related 
to the care and treatment of persons with 
AIDS, and to the support of their caregivers, 
families and friends. 


Preventing the spread of AIDS to women and 
their children has been recognized as an 
increasingly urgent priority. In response, the 
federal government is undertaking a number 
of initiatives, including the production of a 
pamphlet on women and AIDS (see ‘Sources 
and Resources’’ page 7 ); support for preven- 
tion projects targeted towards women: and the 
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preparation of a report on the needs of female 
prostitutes in the context of HIV and AIDS. A 
document on Women and AIDS will be released 
later this year, outlining the direction of future 
education and prevention programs. World 
AIDS Day, December 1, 1990, will also focus 


Hon. Mary Collins and Status of Women Canada officials 
meeting with representatives of the Catholic Women’s 
League. 


on women and AIDS. For more information 
about the National AIDS Strategy contact: 
Federal Centre for AIDS, Health and Welfare 
Canada, 301 Elgin Street, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OL2, telephone (613) 954-5151. 


Court Challenges Program 


The federal government has announced the 
extension of the Court Challenges Program, 
allocating $13.75 million for five years. If cases 
are funded but not resolved within this five year 
period, funding can be extended for an addi- 
tional three years. The Program provides finan- 
cial assistance of up to $35,000 at each court 
level to individuals and non-profit groups for test 
cases challenging federal laws and policies 
under the language and equality provisions of 
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
The Program is operated at arm’s length from 
the government, and as of August 1, 1990, has 
been administered by the Human Rights 
Research and Education Centre at the Univer- 
sity of Ottawa. [] 


Partners i in the ommur : t 


Te. in the Connie ‘isa See Per on the north: ae south fy Pairy Sound and 
spectives feature which publicizes the activi- 
ties of voluntary groups actively promoting 
women’s well-being and advancement in 


society. Brief descriptions of your organiza- 


tion's mandate and activities are invited for 
inclusion in future issues. 


Réseau des femmes du Sud 
de l Ontario 


L 


speaking women from all walks of life, 


living in the southern Ontario region bounded 


e Réseau des femmes du Sud de 
l'Ontario is a network of French- 


Niagara, and on the east and west by Belleville 


and Windsor. Its focus is on the needs and con- 


cerns of French-speaking women in the area; 


te priority. is on community action through 
_volunteers who freely and generously donate 


their time. Among the organization's efforts are - 


| the following French-language services: the 
“Arbre de Vie” housing cooperative scheduled 


for completion in 1992; a Women’s Research © 


and Resource Centre at Glendon College, 
Toronto: and a women’s information and dis- 


tress hot-line. For more information contact: 


_Le Réseau des femmes du Sud de l'Ontario 
P.O. Box 3326. Station | D, Willowdale, Ontario 


M2R 3G6. 1 


Sources and Resources 


Health and Welfare Canada’s National Clear- 
inghouse on Family Violence provides an 
information and referral service on family 
violence-related issues to governments, front- 
line service providers and the general public. 
The Clearinghouse has charge of an automated 


collection of 5,000 books, periodicals and arti- 
cles on family violence and related topics. It 
also maintains a Family Violence Film Collec- 
tion which features over 50 titles available free 
of charge from any regional office of the Nation- 
al Film Board. For more information contact: 
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National Clearinghouse on Family Violence, 
Health and Welfare Canada, Brooke Claxton 
Building, Room 744, Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A 1B5, telephone (613) 957-2938 or 
1-800-267-1291 (toll-free). 


Reaching for Solutions is the report of Rix G. 
Rogers, appointed in August 1987 as Special 
Advisor to the Minister of National Health and 
Welfare on Child Sexual Abuse. Mr. Rogers’ 
report is a result of extensive consultations with 
government representatives, professionals 
from several disciplines, front-line workers and 
members of community groups, as well as vic- 
tims of child sexual abuse, adult survivors and 
offenders. It contains 74 recommendations, 
ranging from the establishment of a national 
centre on child abuse, to harsher penalties for 
child pornography. Both asummary and the full 
text of the report are available in English or 
French. For a free copy contact: National 
Clearinghouse on Family Violence, Health and 
Welfare Canada, Brooke Claxton Building, 
Room 744, Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 1B5, telephone (613) 957-2938 or 1-800- 
267-1291 (toll-free). 


Women and AIDS: Choices for Women in 
the Age of AIDS. Produced by Health and Wel- 
fare Canada in conjunction with the Montreal 
General Hospital, this pamphlet outlines 
women’s risks and options related to AIDS 
transmission. For a free copy (in English and 
French) contact: Federal Centre for AIDS, 
Health and Welfare Canada, 301 Elgin Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OL2, telephone (613) 
954-5151. 


occupations” 
nes —_ D 
DEEE TCRSS 


Managerial, 
administrative 


* selected 


major 
TE ES Other professional ——scupation 


Most lone parents are women 


10% of all Canadian 
families are headed 
by a female lone 
parent 


82% of Canada's 
lone parents 
are women 


Work Life and Personal Needs: The Job- 
Sharing Option is a background paper com- 
missioned by the Women’s Bureau of Labour 
Canada, which examines job sharing from 
several perspectives. In addition to presenting 
information on job-sharing arrangements, the 
paper looks at issues such as compensation, 
seniority and advancement, and examines the 
concerns of employers, employees and unions. 
For a free copy (in English and French) contact: 
Publications Distribution Centre, Labour 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OJ2, telephone 
(819) 994-0543. 


The Infertility Dilemma: Reproductive Tech- 
nologies and Prevention is a report prepared 
for the Canadian Advisory Council on the Status 
of Women by Dr. Heather Bryant of the Univer- 
sity of Calgary Faculty of Medicine. It provides 
an overview of the impact of new reproductive 
technologies on Canadians and focuses on the 
need to pay more attention to the prevention 
side of infertility. To obtain a free copy (in 
English and French) contact: Publications, 
Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women, 110 O'Connor Street, 9th floor, 
Box 1541, Station B, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5R5, 
telephone (613) 992-4975. 


Women and Labour Market Poverty is a study 
of working poor women in Canada, written by 
Morley Gunderson and Leon Muszynski for the 
Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women. The report focuses on women who 
have incomes below the Statistics Canada 
poverty line, despite being employed full-time, 
part-time, or on a seasonal basis. For a free 
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copy (in English and French) contact: Publica- 
tions, Canadian Advisory Council on the Status 
of Women, 110 O’Connor Street, 9th floor, Box 
1541, Station B, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5R35, tele- 
phone (613) 992-4975. lea 


he federal government has made a 


Appointments 
commitment to increase the number 


55 of women appointed to decision- 


making positions throughout its structure, 
including its boards, agencies and commis- 
sions, the senior levels of the public service, 
and the diplomatic corps. Women recently 
appointed to federal posts include: 


Appointed to the Canada Council are Patricia 
Bovey of Victoria, and Barbara Oliver 
Hagerman of Charlottetown. 


Appointed to the Canada Employment and 
Immigration Council is Bronwyn Shoush of 
Edmonton. 


Appointed to the Canada Pension Plan Advisory 
Board is Leeann L. Montgomery of St. John’s. 


Appointed as Vice-Chair of the Canadian Inter- 
national Trade Tribunal is Kathleen Macmillan 
of Toronto. Also appointed to the Tribunal is 
Michele Blouin of Ile des Soeurs, Quebec. 


Appointed to the Canadian Museum of Civili- 
zation Board of Trustees are: Judith Baxter 
of Clifton Royal, New Brunswick; Andrée 
Beaudin-Richard of Quebec City; Anne-Marie 


Dufresne of Montreal: Anne MacLaren 


of Westmount, Quebec; Priscilla Renouf of 
St. John's; and Mary Alice Stuart of Toronto. 


Appointed to the Canadian Museum of Nature 
Board of Trustees are: Susanne Hudson- 
French of Ottawa; Doreen Jensen of Van- 
couver; Claire McNicoll of Quebec City; and 
Flavia Elliott Redelmeier of Richmond Hill, 
Ontario. 


Appointed to the Farm Debt Review Board 
are Anne E. Boswell of Charlottetown, and 
Darlene Roselle Washington of Swift Current, 
Saskatchewan. 


Re-appointed to the Human Rights Tribunal 
Panel are Jill Marie Sangster of Vancouver, 
and Patricia Weber of Waterloo, Ontario. 


Appointed as Citizenship Court Judge at the 
Regina Court is Carrie Marie Diane Froehlich 
of Marquis, Saskatchewan. Re-appointed as 
Citizenship Judges are Pamela G. Appelt of 
Oakville, Ontario; Teresa Barreiro of Toronto; 
and Mary McPhail of North Battleford, 
Saskatchewan. Cc 


lof 6is 
an immigrant 


lof 16 is of 
a visible minority 


The next issue of Perspectives will be pub- | 
lished in December 1990. 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives is 
permitted provided source is mentioned. 
Perspectives is published quarterly by: 


Communications Directorate 
Status of Women Canada 
151 Sparks Street 

10th floor, Room 1005 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 1C3 

(613) 995-7835 
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his past year has been a Significant 
one for women. In Canada and 
throughout the world, 1990 has pro- 
vided a number of opportunities for women to 
assess and evaluate their status in society — 


from the perspective of events past, as well as 
in the context of future challenges. 


In Canada, we were reminded of the achieve- 


ments women have made in recent decades 
as we marked the 20th anniversary of the Royal 


‘ 


roe. & 2 oF : ve 


Hon. Mary Collins and Prime Minister Brian Mulroney with 


Commission on the Status of Women, the fifth 
anniversary of the coming into effect of the 
equality provisions of the Charter of Rights, and 
the 40th anniversary of women’s right to vote 
in Quebec. 


On the international scene, two important meet- 
ings focussed attention on the situation of 
women world-wide. In February/March, the UN 
Commission on the Status of Women met in a 
special extended session to appraise the prog- 
ress made in implementing the 1985 Nairobi 
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advance- 
ment of Women. In October, Canada hosted the 
third meeting of Commonwealth Ministers 
Responsible for Women's Affairs. 


As we entered the new decade, 1990 provided 
many indicators of the realities that are certain 
to define the scope of women’s further prog- 
ress inthe months and years ahead. This past 
year saw a number of issues of concern to 
women brought to the fore: notably, violence 
against women; the integration of women’s 
employment and family responsibilities; and 
women in relation to the justice system. In this 
latter regard, we regretfully note the decision 
of Madam Justice Bertha Wilson to retire from 
the Supreme Court of Canada in January. The 
first woman appointed to the Supreme Court, 
Madam Justice Wilson articulated values of 
fundamental importance to Canadians in her 
judgements, and challenged all of us to iden- 
tify and eradicate inequities in society. 


Commonwealth Secretary-General Chief Emeka Anyaoku, > 

at the opening of the meeting of Commonwealth Ministers 

Responsible for Women’s Affairs. 

[Hd 
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Minister's Message (cont'd) 


A number of obstacles still stand in the way 
of women’s achievement of true equality in 
all soheres of society. The challenges of the 
decade demand not only our individual com- 
mitment to overcoming these remaining obsta- 
cles, but our collective action as well. This 
means sustaining the partnerships we've devel- 
oped among ourselves as women, it also entails 
reaching out to society as a whole for new kinds 
of co-operative partnerships that Support our 
equality goals. 


This past year has been an exciting and fulfil- 
ling one for me personally. Since my appoint- 
ment as Minister Responsible for the Status of 
Women in February, | have had the opportu- 
nity to meet with many women, individually and 
as members of groups. These discussions have 
helped me greatly in presenting the needs and 
goals of women to my government colleagues. 
More than anything else, the experience has 


reaffirmed the importance of ensuring that 
women are full and equal contributors to our 
society. 


The new year holds much potential for the fur- 
ther advancement of women, and | very much 
look forward to the challenges and opportuni- 
ties it will bring. 


To each of you working in your own particular 
sphere to achieve women’s equality, many | 
extend my personal best wishes, and those of 
the staff at Status of Women Canada, for a 
happy and rewarding New Year. May 1991 be 
a year of solid achievement in attaining the 
equality goals we share. 


Cr, 


CCS 


Mary Collins 


Governor General’s Awards in 
Commemoration of the Persons Case 


T Case were presented by the Right 


Honourable Ramon Hnatyshyn in a ceremony 
at Government House on October 16. The six 
recipients of this year’s Awards are: 


he 1990 Governor General's Awards 


Geraldine Bailey of Westerose, Alberta, who 
has been an active proponent of women’s 
equality throughout her life. A pioneer in the 


development of family life and sexuality edu-. 


cation in Alberta, she has championed 
women's rights through her association with 
various provincial women’s groups. 


Thérèse Dallaire-Laplante of Boucherville, 
Quebec, who is recognized for her community 
service to women in difficulty. She is the found- 
er of Carrefour pour Elle, a refuge for battered 
women and their children, which has become 
the model for such projects in Quebec. 


Délie Gallien-Chiasson of Shippagan, New 
Brunswick, who has devoted her life to the inter- 
ests of Acadian and francophone women in 
New Brunswick. A founding member of the pro- 
vincial Advisory Council on the Status of 


in Commemoration of the Persons 


Women, she has contributed three decades to 
the advancement of women’s rights. 


Irene Grant of Winnipeg, Manitoba, who has 
been an advocate of women’s equality for 
almost 60 years. Her causes have included 
family law reform and equitable employment 
conditions for female teachers in Manitoba. 


Helen Hnatyshyn of Saskatoon, Saskatche- 
wan, who has made many substantial contri- 
butions to the advancement of women in 
Canada and throughout the world. Long active 
in the Council of Women, and a founding mem- 
ber of MATCH International, she was one of the 
first members appointed to the Canadian Advi- 
sory Council on the Status of Women. 


Jean Scott of Chilliwack, British Columbia, who 
has spoken out for women’s rights, especially 


‘the rights of female wage-earners, both in her 


job as a labour negotiator, and as a member 
of a number of women’s groups. She is well 
known for her creative and innovative efforts 
to promote women’s issues. D 
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Governor General's Awards. . . (cont'd) 


l. to r.: Helen Hnatyshyn, Délie Gallien-Chiasson, Geraldine Bailey, Hon. Mary Collins, the Governor General and 


Mrs. Hnatyshyn, Kay Stanley, Thérése Dallaire-Laplante, Irene Grant and Jean Scott. 


‘‘In various fields of endeavour, the recipients 
of this year’s Awards have demonstrated an 
unfailing commitment to improving the quality 
of women’s lives,’’ said the Honourable Mary 
Collins, Minister Responsible for the Status of 
Women, in her remarks at the Awards cere- 
mony. ‘‘Each in her own way has upheld the 
tradition of the women who championed the 
Persons Case 61 years ago.” 


On October 18, 1929, women in Canada were 
legally recognized as ‘‘persons’’, clearing the 
way for their appointment to the Senate. This 
decision, rendered by the Privy Council in 
England, was the culmination of the Persons 
Case, alengthy legal and political battle cham- 
pioned by the ‘‘Famous Five’’ women from 
Alberta — Emily Murphy, Louise McKinney, 
Nellie McClung, Irene Parlby and Henrietta 
Muir Edwards. Concerned about the reluctance 
of the government of the day to appoint a 
woman to the Senate, the ‘‘Famous Five” 
decided to challenge the interpretation of the 
British North America Act's provisions related 
to Senate eligibility, taking their case to the 
Supreme Court of Canada and finally to the Brit- 
ish Privy Council's Judicial Committee, then 
Canada’s highest court. 


In 1979, the Governor General’s Awards in 
Commemoration of the Persons Case were 
established, to honour individuals who have 
carried on the legacy of the ‘‘Famous Five’’ by 
making their own outstanding contribution to 
improving the status of women in Canada. 


Nominations are now being accepted for 
the 1991 Governor General's Awards in 
Commemoration of the Persons Case. 
Individuals who have made outstanding 
contributions to the advancement of 
women in social, economic and legal 
areas are candidates for nomination. 
Nominations may be submitted by individ- 
uals, women’s groups, community and 
business groups, and others. Nomina- 
tions close on April 15, 1991. For more 
information about eligibility criteria and 
nomination procedures for the Governor 
General’s Awards in Commemoration of 
the Persons Case contact: Communica- 
tions Directorate, Status of Women 
Canada, 151 Sparks Street, 10th: floor, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, F 


} 
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Prime Minister Brian Mulroney with the Commonwealth Ministers Responsible for Women’s Affairs. 


Commonwealth Ministers Meet 


anada hosted the third meeting of 

Commonwealth Women’s Affairs 

Ministers in Ottawa from October 8 to 
12, 1990. The meeting provided a forum for 
Ministers and other representatives from 
47 countries to discuss a wide spectrum of 
issues which are not only critical for women, 
but vital to the economic, social and political 
advancement of Commonwealth countries. 


Officially opened by the Right Honourable Brian 


Mulroney, Prime Minister of Canada, the meet-. 
ing was chaired by the Honourable Mary. 


Collins, Minister Responsible for the Status of 
Women. In the course of the meeting, Ministers 
reinforced initiatives which were set in motion 
at their previous meetings in Nairobi in 1985 
and Harare in 1987, and explored a number of 
new areas. 


The central theme of the meeting was Econom- 
ic Equality for Women. Ministers emphasized 
the importance of ensuring that comprehensive 
programs to promote women’s economic 
equality are incorporated into the national 
development plans of all member countries. 
They agreed that member governments should 
undertake reforms to give women equal access 
to land, credit, employment, education and 
economic resources. 


As part of their discussions on economic equal- 
ity, Ministers also agreed that measures adopt- 
ed by countries to adjust their economic struc- 
tures to the changing world environment must 
recognize the paid and unpaid contributions of 
women. Furthermore, these policies and pro- 
grams must give women new opportunities for 
employment in growth sectors of the economy. 
To this end, Ministers recommended a draft 
Declaration on Women and Structural Adjust- 
ment to Commonwealth Heads of Government, 
for consideration at their meeting in 1991. 


Since economic equality for women is closely 
linked to population issues such as family plan- 
ning, a discussion of these issues was included 
on the Ministers’ agenda for the first time. 
Ministers called for increased co-operation 
among ministries of health, development, 
social services and women’s affairs in mem- 
ber countries to promote the ‘‘user perspec- 
tive’ in family planning programs, and to pro- 


‘vide better public information programs on 


contraception. Ministers expressed particular 
concern about the growing incidence of teen- 
age pregnancy; they recommended special 
measures to reverse this trend and to help 
young. mothers become economically 
independent. b> 
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Commonwealth Ministers Meet (cont'd) 


ey Z S 7 > + 
Status of Women Canada Co-ordinator Kay Stanley with 
the Hon. Pehin Dato Haji Hussain, Minister from Brunei 
Darussalam (far right), the Hon. Pule Lameko, Minister 
from Western Samoa, and Mr. Lameko. 


Ministers strongly condemned all forms of vio- 
lence against women, emphasizing the need 
to acknowledge the criminal nature of domes- 
tic violence. While recognizing that progress 
has been made in this area, they agreed on the 
need for continuing, co-ordinated strategies, 
stressing the importance of public education. 
Concern was also expressed about the growing 
evidence of child sexual assault. 


On the topic of women and the environment — 
another new area of discussion — Ministers 
stressed the urgent need for women to have 
more say in the management of natural re- 
sources. They agreed to ensure that women’s 
concerns are integrated in the preparations for 
the 1992 United Nations Conference on the 
Environment and Development. 


Ministers also agreed that the involvement of 
non-governmental organizations should be 
encouraged at future meetings. They adopted 
a series of criteria for NGO participation, which 
will allow non-political organizations that are 
vehicles for co-operation across the Common- 
wealth to participate as observers. The next 
meeting of Commonwealth Women's Affairs 
Ministers will take place in Nicosia, Cyprus in 
1993. 


Copies of the meeting communique, which 
details the results of the third meeting of Com- 
monwealth Women’s Affairs Ministers, are 
available from Status of Women Canada, 
151 Sparks Street, 10th floor, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 1C3, telephone (613) 995-7835. 


News in Brief 


Kingston Prison for Women to Close 


Ï n September, the Honourable Pierre 


Cadieux, Solicitor General for Canada, and 
—™ the Honourable Mary Collins, Minister 
Responsible for the Status of Women, 
announced the closure of the Prison for Women 
in Kingston, as recommended by the Task 
Force on Federally Sentenced Women, a joint 
government/non-government initiative which 
called for anew approach to the unique needs 
of female offenders (see Perspectives July 
1990). 


The Kingston Prison for Women will be replaced 
by five regional facilities. The new facilities are 
aimed at bringing federally sentenced women 
closer to their families, communities and 
regional support facilities, while providing an 
environment more conducive to their success- 
ful reintegration into society. A Healing Lodge 
will also be included as an incarceration option 
for aboriginal women. It will be operated 
according to native traditions and by aborigi- 
nal staff and volunteers. It was also announced 
that halfway houses and release programs for 
female inmates will be expanded and improved. 
Implementation of the new initiatives is 
expected to be completed within four years at 
a cost of approximately $50 million. 


New Parental Benefits Take Effect 


A new multi-tiered system of Unemployment 
Insurance maternity/parental benefits took 
effect on November 18. Under the new system, 
the 15 weeks of Unemployment Insurance 
maternity benefits available to mothers in the 
period surrounding the birth of their child can 
be supplemented by an additional 10 weeks of 
parental benefits, available to either the mother 
or father, or shared between them. Mothers are 
also be eligible for up to 15 weeks of sickness 
benefits under the new systen, to a cumulative 
maximum of 30 weeks of benefits in the period 
surrounding the birth of a child. 


Agnes Macphail Stamp 


In October, Canada Post issued a commemo- 
rative stamp marking the centennial of the birth 
of Agnes Campbell Macphail, the first woman 
elected to the Canadian Parliament and a noted 
social reformer. D 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 


Member of 
Parliament 


Députèe 
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Agnes Macphail won election to the House of 
Commons in 1921, in the first federal election 
in which women had the right to vote. She 
served as a Member of Parliament until 1940. 
Agnes Macphail originally entered politics 
to represent the farmers of her region; while 
in office, she became a spokesperson for 
women’s rights. In 1948, she was elected to the 
Ontario legislature as one of its first two women 
members. Besides rural issues, Agnes Mac- 
phail championed the cause of prison reform, 
helping to establish the Elizabeth Fry Society, 
an organization which aids women who are in 
conflict with the law. Internationally, she was 
known for her advocacy of disarmament, a 
cause which took her to Geneva in 1929 as 
Canada’s first woman delegate to the League 
of Nations. 


The Agnes Macphail stamp is available until 
April 8, 1991. 


Dodi Robb Awards 


MediaWatch is a Vancouver-based organiza- 
tion which addresses sexual stereotyping in the 
media, with the help of operational funding from 
the federal Secretary of State Department (see 
Perspectives Fall 1989). Among the many activ- 
ities undertaken by MediaWatch are the Dodi 
Robb Awards, given annually to two women 
who have confronted sexism in the communi- 
cations field. The 1990 Awards were presented 


on September 15 by the Honourable Mary 
Collins, Minister Responsible for the Status of 
Women. Doris Anderson was honoured for her 
years as an advocate of women’s rights in the 
press, on radio, in advertising, and as editor of 
Chatelaine magazine from 1958 to 1977. Now 
a feature columnist with the Toronto Star, she 
has published three novels and is currently 
working on a history of the women’s movement. 
The second award, presented since 1989 to 
women still in the early stages of their commu- 
nications careers, went to Martha Muzychka, 
a feminist researcher, writer and columnist in 
Newfoundland, who is active in teaching media 
literacy. 


Hon. Mary Collins with Martha Muzychka, recipient of the 
1990 Dodi Robb Award. 


Farm Women’s Program 


Sixteen farm women’s groups are the benefi- 
ciaries of funding from Agriculture Canada’s 
Farm Women’s Advancement Program for the 
1990-1991 fiscal year. A total of $150,000 is 
being allocated for 26 projects. The Canadian 
Farm Women’s Network will receive financial 
support for a conference delegate exchange, 
the production of a newsletter and the devel- 
opment of a talent bank. Other recipients 
include the Federated Women’s Institutes and 
the Ontario Farm Women’s Network. As well, 
funding is being provided towards the costs of 
planning the Fifth National Farm Women’s Con- 
ference to be held in London, Ontario in 1991. 


a 
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Partners in the 
Community 


“Partners in the Community’’ is a regular 
Perspectives feature which publicizes the activ- 
ities of voluntary groups actively promoting 
women’s well-being and advancement in 
society. Brief descriptions of your organiza- 
tion's mandate and activities are invited for 
inclusion in future issues. 


Canadian Women’s Studies 


Association 
CANADIAN ASSOCIATION 
WOMEN'S CANADIENNE 
STUDIES DES ETUDES 


ASSOCIATIONESUR LES FEMMES 


he Canadian Women’s Studies Asso- 

ciation is a learned society whose 

objective is to promote research, cur- 
riculum and pedagogy related to women’s stud- 
ies. Its 500 members include teachers of 
women’s studies in universities and colleges, 
graduate students, independent researchers 
and community groups. In addition to publish- 
ing a biannual newsletter, the Association 
organizes an annual conference on women’s 
studies, held at a different university each year. 
The next conference will take place at Queen’s 
University in Kingston, Ontario, from May 29 
to 31, 1991. The conference theme is ‘‘Weav- 
ing Alliances: Feminist Education and Prac- 
tice’, a reflection of the Association’s aim of 
linking academic researchers and educators 
with students and people working in other edu- 
cational, governmental, social and community 
organizations, as well as independent research- 
ers. For more information about the Canadian 
Women’s Studies Association, or about making 
a presentation to its 1991 conference, contact: 
Greta Hofmann Nemiroff, President Elect, 
Canadian Women's Studies Association, The 
New School, Dawson College, 3040 Sher- 
brooke West, Westmount, Quebec H3Z 1A4, 
telephone (514) 931-8731 ext. 1808. 


Call for Papers 


Submissions are being solicited by the 
following: 


Bishop’s University, host of the 5th Conference 
on Social Welfare Policy, to take place 
August 25-28, 1991. Conference themes are 
‘Political Economy in Transition’: ‘‘New Faces 
of Poverty’; and ‘‘Target Groups’’. The dead- 
line for the submission of proposals for papers 
is January 15, 1991. For more information con- 
tact: Jane Hospes, Administrative Co-ordinator, 
oth Conference on Social Welfare Policy, 
Bishop’s University, Lennoxville, Quebec 
J1M 177, telephone (819) 822-9600. 


The Canadian Journal on Counselling, which is 
planning a special issue on counselling women, 
to be published in October 1991. The deadline 
for the submission of articles is January 31, 
1991. For more information contact: Canadian 
Journal on Counselling, Faculty of Education, 
University of Victoria, Box 1700, Victoria, 
British Columbia V8W 2Y2. 


The Ottawa Law Review, which is planning a 
special issue commemorating the 20th anni- 
versary of the report of the Royal Commission 
on the Status of Women. Submissions are 
requested by January 31, 1991 of materials 
related to developments in legal issues affect- 
ing women. For more information contact: Cori 
Kalinowski, Ottawa Law Review, Faculty of 
Law, University of Ottawa, 233-57 Louis 
Pasteur, Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6N5, telephone 
(613) 564-2919. 9 


Sources and 
Resources 


A portrait of children in Canada (catalogue 
89-520, cost $40) and A portrait of seniors in 
Canada (catalogue 89-519, cost $43) are two 
new reports from Statistics Canada. Based on 
data from the Census and other Statistics 
Canada surveys, these sourcebooks provide a 
comprehensive overview of a broad range of 
topics related to children and seniors, including 
demographics, living arrangements, economic 
conditions, ethnicity, health and education. 
Copies are available in major libraries and at 
Statistics Canada regional reference centres 
across Canada. To order either report, contact: 
Publications Sales, Statistics Canada, tele- 
phone 1-800-267-6677 (toll-free). > 
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Sources and Resources (cont'd) 


Primed for Power: Women in Canadian Poli- 
tics is an examination of women’s represen- 
tation in Canada’s political institutions. Pre- 
pared for the Canadian Advisory Council on the 
Status of Women by Chantal Maillé, this back- 
ground paper examines the obstacles to 
women’s access to political power and sug- 
gests initiatives to increase the number of 
women in elected and nominated positions of 
influence. Also available is the 1989-90 Annual 
Report of the Canadian Advisory Council on 
the Status of Women. As well as reviewing 
the Council’s activities and recommendations 
over the past year, the report identifies current 
and emerging issues of concern to women, 
including reproductive health, family violence, 
unemployment insurance and training. To 
obtain a free copy of either document (in 
English and French) contact: Publications, 
Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women, 110 O'Connor Street, 9th floor, 
Box 1541, Station B, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5R5, 
telephone (613) 992-4975. 


The Women Inventors Project has recently pro- 
duced two new resources. A 15-minute video 
entitled What If: Women Entrepreneurs and 
Inventors documents the stories of five women 
inventors/entrepreneurs. Filmed on location in 
their labs and offices, the video is unique in its 
focus on women and innovation. Also availa- 
ble is a book entitled Inventors Want to Know: 
A Reference Guide on Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation for Information Providers which 
offers information on various aspects of prod- 
uct development, along with case studies of 
women inventors. The video and book are avail- 
able (in English) from: Shelly Beauchamp, 
The Women Inventors Project, P.O. Box 689, 
Waterloo, Ontario N2J 1N8, telephone (519) 
746-3443. There is a cost of $30 for the book. 


ka 


Appointments 


he federal government has made a 
commitment to increase the number 
of women appointed to decision- 
making positions throughout its structure, 
including its boards, agencies and commis- 
sions, the senior levels of the public service, 
and the diplomatic corps. Recent federal 
appointments include: 


el 


Appointed to the Board of Directors of Atomic 
Energy of Canada Limited is Louise Vaillan- 
court of Montreal. 


Appointed to the Canada Employment and 
Immigration Advisory Council are Claudia 
Dumoulin of Beausejour, Manitoba and 
Christine J. Micklewright of Vancouver 
(re-appointment). 


Appointed to the Canadian Human Rights Com- 
mission is Isabelle Marie Impey of Prince 
Albert, Saskatchewan. 


Appointed to the Farm Credit Corporation 
Board of Directors is Judy Lloyd of Calgary. 


Appointed to the Human Rights Tribunal Panel 
are Rose Fortin of Baie Comeau, Quebec (re- 
appointment); Lois Rae Serwa of Kelowna, 
British Columbia; and Jacinthe Theberge of 


Aylmer, Quebec. 


Re-appointed as Chair of the International 
Development Research Centre Board of Gover- 
nors is Dr. Janet Wardlaw of Guelph, Ontario. 
Also appointed to the Board are Dr. Lucille 
Mathurin Mair and Anne-Claude Bernard- 
Bonin of Montreal (re-appointment). 


Appointed to the International North Pacific 
Fisheries Commission as a member of the 
Canadian section is Nancy Marshall of Delta, 
British Columbia. 5 


Think recycling 

EY 
The next issue of Perspectives will be published 
in March 1991. 


Printed on paper containing 
recovered waste 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives is per- 
mitted provided source is mentioned. Perspective 
is published quarterly by: 


Communications Directorate 
Status of Women Canada 
151 Sparks Street 

10th floor, Room 1005 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 1C3 

(613) 995-7835 
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Message ~~ 


his issue of Perspectives features an 

interview with the Honourable Mary 
_# Collins, Minister Responsible for the 
Status of Women. Perspectives ta/ked to Min- 
ister Collins in February about her first year as 
Minister, her thoughts about the challenges 
facing women in the 1990s, and the govern- 
ment’s role in promoting the further advance- 
ment of women in Canadian society. 


Q. Since your appointment as Minister Respon- 
sible for the Status of Women in February 1990, 
you ve had the job of co-ordinating the govern- 
ment’s initiatives to promote equality for 
women. What do you remember most about 
your first year in office? 


A. Two overall impressions come to mind. The 
first is the continuity that characterizes the 
ongoing effort to advance women’s equality in 
Canada. To be sure, the specific issues which 
concern women are constantly evolving, and 
women’s views on issues vary widely. But the 
foundation remains the same: it’s the belief that 
securing fair and equal opportunities for women 
is a just cause. That belief was the inspiration 
for the suffragists at the turn of the century; it 
gave the 1970 report of the Royal Commission 
on the Status of Women its credence; it 
ensures, today, that women’s voices are heard 
and heeded in every corner of the land. 


One of the other things that particularly 
impressed me this past year is the tremendous 
vitality present among women in Canada today. 
As Minister Responsible for the Status of 
Women, l’ve had the opportunity to meet with 
representatives of some 130 women’s groups, 
as well aS many more women individually, all 
across Canada. Those discussions have been 
enlightening and invigorating — and they've 
greatly aided me in promoting the interests of 
women to my Cabinet and caucus colleagues. 


Q. Are there specific events that you particular- 
ly recall in your first year as Minister Respon- 
sible for the Status of Women? 


A. The highlight of the past year was chairing 
the Meeting of Commonwealth Women's 
Affairs Ministers, held in Ottawa last fall. It was 
a one-of-a-kind opportunity to meet and 
exchange views with my counterparts from the 
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46 other Commonwealth countries represented 
at the meeting. | believe some very real pro- 
gress was made on a number of issues that are 
important to the economic, social and political 
advancement of women throughout the 
Commonwealth. 


My meetings and visits last March and April 
with representatives of women’s centres con- 
firmed my belief in the vital role these centres 
play in the lives of women in communities all 
across Canada. In May the federal government 
restored program funding of women’s centres 
on an interim basis, and in January | was 
able to join the Secretary of State in announcing 
that program funding will be continued on an 
Ongoing basis. 


Attending the Governor General's Awards in 
Commemoration of the Persons Case and 
meeting the Awards recipients in October were 
memorable experiences, aS was renewing 


acquaintances with the Honourable Florence : 


Bird when we celebrated the 20th anniversary 
of the Royal Commission on the Status of 
Women and honoured her achievements in 
chairing the Commission. The women’s move- 
ment in Canada owes much of its intrinsic 
strength to these pioneering activists for 
women’s rights. 


One of the most moving experiences of the past 
year was the remembrance service at Mont- 
real’s Notre Dame Basilica to mark the anni- 
versary of the December 6, 1989 tragedy at the 
Ecole Polytechnique. Sharing the profound loss 
and sadness with the families and friends of the 
14 young women whose promising lives were 
so needlessly cut short, | was also deeply 
affected by their courage and determination to 
work toward the elimination of violence against 
women in Our society. 


Q. What would you highlight as the key accom- 
plishments for women in Canada over the past 
12 months? 


A. On the top of my list, | think l’d put the grow- 
ing public awareness of the full ramifications 
of violence against women in our society. The 
shock and revulsion Canadians felt in response 
to the killings at the Ecole Polytechnique jarred 
our collective psyche. It uprooted our compla- 
cent acceptance of sexual harassment, cam- 
pus ‘‘pranks’’ and violence within families. 
These acts are not acceptable — and that mes- 
sage is coming through loud and clear, and 
from many more sources than ever before. l’d 
note the Supreme Court of Canada decision in 
the Lavallée case to recognize battered wife 
syndrome as a justifiable defence to the charge 
of murder. And in the same vein, | applaud the 
initiative taken by the Canadian Judicial Cen- 
tre last May, to start a continuing education pro- 
gram for judges on the subject of gender 
equality. 


I'd also have to mention the new unemployment 
insurance parental benefits that came into 
effect in November, and the announcement 
Solicitor General Pierre Cadieux and | made in 
September that the Kingston Prison for Women 
would be closed and replaced by five regional 
facilities, including a Healing Lodge for 
Aboriginal women. This decision was based 
on the recommendations of the report, 
Creating Choices, developed through a part- 
nership of government and non-government 
Organizations. 


Q. Your department, Status of Women Canada, 
is sometimes confused with the Canadian Aavi- 
sory Council on the Status of Women, and the 
National Action Committee on the Status of 
Women. What are the differences between 
these organizations? 


A. Status of Women Canada is the federal 
government agency that’s charged with over- 
seeing and co-ordinating the government's ini- 
tiatives to promote equality for women in all 
spheres of society. Through policy analysis and 
development, liaison with non-governmental 
organizations and other governments. both 
domestically and internationally, and public 
information and communications, Status of 
Women Canada helps me ensure that the con- 
cerns of women are integrated at all levels of 
the federal government’s policy- and decision- 
making process. 
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On the other hand, the Canadian Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women, while funded 
by the federal government, is an independent 
body whose mandate is to advise the govern- 
ment and the public on issues of concern to 
women. And the National Action Committee on 
the Status of Women is an umbrella group of 
over 600 non-governmental organizations. So 
while the names are similar, each clearly has 
its own particular mandate and role in promot- 
ing women’s interests in Canada. 


Q. In addition to being the Minister Responsi- 
ble for the Status of Women, you're the first 
woman to serve as Associate Minister of 
National Defence in Canada. What is the main 
focus of your duties in the Defence portfolio? 


A. While | share responsibility with my col- 
league, the Honourable Bill McKnight, for the 
overall policy development and management 
of the Department of National Defence, | 
have focussed much of my effort on human 
resources — the ‘‘people’’ issues at DND. | 
gained a great deal of satisfaction in announc- 
ing in 1989 the opening of all Canadian Forces 
trades and occupations to women (the sole 
exception being submarine duty). The process 
of fully integrating women into our Canadian 
Forces is progressing well; in large part it’s due 
to the courage and determination of the many 
Canadian servicewomen who are taking on 
non-traditional roles and are excelling at them. 


Another issue in which I’ve been involved is the 
harmonization of the work and family respon- 
sibilities of our service personnel. Military life 
imposes special burdens on families. What 
we’re working on are improvements in the pro- 
grams that are available to help service per- 
sonnel and their families cope with the often 
conflicting demands of career and home. I’ve 
just returned from a tour of the Canadian 
Forces Bases that are home to our personnel 
now serving in the Persian Gulf. Talking to the 
Base commanders, the Base service organi- 
zations, teachers, chaplains and the families 
themselves helped me assess the quality and 
extent of the support systems available on Base 
and in the community that are so crucial in this 
difficult time for the spouses and children of 
our personnel serving overseas. 


Q. Can you give us your thoughts on Canada's 
involvement in the conflict in the Gulf? 


A. Canada joined with the world community in 
censuring Iraq's brutal aggression against 


Kuwait and the atrocities committed against the 
Kuwaiti people. We supported and enforced the 
United Nations-authorized sanctions. We knew 
if we failed to stand behind the UN’s condem- 
nation of Iraq we would have betrayed not only 
our history and tradition as a nation, but also 
the United Nations’ principal aim of maintaining 
international peace and security. Canada is 
now engaged in military activities as part of the 
international coalition, in support of the UN 
resolutions to end Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait. 
Our 2500-member Canadian Forces contingent 
in the Persian Gulf includes 77 women, who are 
carrying a wide variety of responsibilities and 
come from all regions of Canada. 


Q. March 8 is International Women’s Day. Can 
you share your thoughts on its significance to 
women in Canada? 


A. Traditionally, International Women’s Day has 
been an occasion to focus on the position of 
women in society. Over the past two decades, 
it's increasingly been an occasion to celebrate 
women’s achievements. While it’s true that 
women in Canada have much to celebrate, at 
the same time we recognize the many chal- 
lenges we still must face before women 
achieve true equality in all aspects of society. 
| also think that in recent years, International 
Women’s Day celebrations have been sending 
the message that issues of concern to women 
are vital to society as a whole, not just women. 


Q. What's being done in Canada to mark 
International Women's Day? 


A. In many Canadian communities, Internation- 
al Women's Day has expanded into a week of 
activities which highlight women’s contribu- 
tions to society. At the federal level, govern- 
ment departments are organizing a number of 
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events such as displays, workshops, seminars 
and film and video shows. As the catalyst for 
federal government activities to promote Inter- 
national Women’s Day, Status of Women 
Canada has prepared an idea kit of materials, 
resources and suggestions, which has been 
distributed to all federal government depart- 
ments, provincial and territorial women’s direc- 
torates and other interested parties. The federal 
government’s theme this year is ‘‘Together 
Towards Equality’, which highlights the 
partnerships among all levels of government, 
non-government organizations, women’s 
groups and individuals. Women’s groups and 
other community organizations are sponsoring 
a variety of local events in towns and cities 
throughout the country, and labour and busi- 
ness groups are also organizing activities to 
mark International Women’s Day in workplaces 
across Canada. l’Il be attending as many Inter- 
national Women’s Day activities as | can, and 
I'd like to encourage all Canadians to become 
involved. 


Q. One final question: What do you see as the 
priority. issues for Canadian women over the 
next year? 


A. Violence against women will continue as a 


major priority. In this area, l’d note that the. 


House of Commons Subcommittee on the 
Status of Women is examining issues related 
to violence against women and the federal gov- 
ernment’s role in dealing with the problem. As 
well, work is under way at the federal/provincial/ 
territorial level on the development of a national 
Strategy to end violence against women — a 
direct result of the Declaration on Violence 
Against Women issued last May by Canada’s. 
Ministers Responsible for the Status of Women. 
The federal government’s renewed Family 
Violence Initiative, announced on February 20, 
will provide new funding focussing on preven- 
tion, education and support for projects to 
counter violence against women. We’Il also be 
seeing increasing attention being focussed on 
a variety of criminal justice issues that are of 
concern io women, including sexual assault, 
pornography, sentencing and correctional 
reform. 


The federal Employment Equity Act is up for 
review this year. We’ll see further progress 
related to economic development for Aboriginal 


women. For my own part, I'll be seeking as 
many opportunities as | can, over the next 
12 months, to meet with women from all walks 
of life, with women’s groups, and with grass- 
roots organizations which are working to 
improve the quality of women’s lives. All in all, 
| really do anticipate that 1991 will be a year 
of positive achievement for the women of 
Canada. 


Of course, women must continue to be actively 
involved in such important issues as the future 
shape of Canada and national unity, ensuring 
that their individual and collective views are put 
forward in the many consultative processes 
that are under way as we work to redefine our 
relationship with the country. Women, too, will 
continue to play an important role in interna- 
tional forums where we can contribute our per- 
spective towards the achievement of a lasting 
peace, not only in the Middle East, but in other 
troubled regions of the world. Only when we 
achieve peace can we hope to move ahead 
with the economic and social changes required 
to ensure women’s equality around the world. 


Cr 


Chee 


Mary Collins 


National Defence 


Hon. Mary Collins meeting Canadian Forces Base Family 
Support Centre staff. 
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Funding for Women’s Centres 


The Honourable Mary Collins, Minister Respon- 
sible for the Status of Women, and the 
Honourable Gerry Weiner, Secretary of State, 
announced in January the federal govern- 
ment’s decision to continue its funding of 
72 women’s centres. Additional funds have 
been approved for the Secretary of State 
Department Women’s Program for this pur- 
pose. The decision to continue this funding fol- 
lows a lengthy review of federal support of 
women’s centres and extensive consultations. 
This funding is being provided to the 72 cen- 
tres as they seek to diversify their funding bases 
and financial flexibility. All other women’s cen- 
tres remain eligible for project funding from the 
Secretary of State Women’s Program. 


75th Anniversary of Women’s Vote in 
Manitoba 


On January 28, 1916, Manitoba women 
became the first in Canada to win the right to 
vote and to hold provincial office. Other juris- 
dictions quickly followed suit: Saskatchewan 
and Alberta in 1916, British Columbia and 
Ontario in 1917, and Nova Scotia and the 
Dominion in 1918. 


The drive for women’s suffrage in Manitoba 
began to see real progress in 1912, when a 
group of women, several of them journalists, 
came together to create the Manitoba Political 
Equality League. The League soon formed 
alliances with other women’s groups as well 
as with the Manitoba Grain Growers Associa- 
tion. Under the devoted leadership of the 
remarkable women of this alliance, Margret 
Benedictsson, Lillian Benyon Thomas, Nellie 


McClung, Cora Hind and many others, 
women’s suffrage garnered increasing support 
across the province. Manitoba's 1915 provin- 
cial election brought in a new government com- 
mitted to political equality, and in the first month 
of 1916, a bill extending the franchise to women 
was unanimously passed to the applause of a 
cheering gallery of women. The bill received 
Royal Assent on January 28, 1916. 


To mark this historic event, ‘‘Fighting Days”’, 
a play depicting the struggles of Manitoba’s suf- 
fragists, will be performed at the Manitoba 
legislature on International Women’s Day 
(March 8). ‘‘Manitoba Women’’ is the theme of 
this year’s Manitoba Day (May 12): a number 
of activities to mark that day will focus on the 
suffrage movement in the province. 


New Science and Engineering Program 
for Women 


The Honourable Mary Collins, Minister Respon- 
sible for the Status of Women, and Dr. Pierre 
Perron, President of the National Research 
Council, announced in November the creation 
of a new training program to encourage women 
to pursue careers in science and engineering. 
Under the program, the National Research 
Council will provide both financial assistance 
and career training to promising women enroll- 
ed in undergraduate studies in science and 
engineering at Canadian universities. Priority 
will be given to students enrolled in physics, 
mathematics and engineering, areas where 
women have traditionally been underrepre- 
sented. Students in the program will be eligi- 
ble for grants totalling $37,000 over a three- 
year period, and will be hired as employees of 
the National Research Council for the duration 
of their stay in the program. Potential candi- 
dates should apply through their university in 
their first year of undergraduate study, or in 
their last year of CEGEP in Quebec. 


The 1991 Census 


MOTOR ES CREENRSMERMMESNET 


CREMNASAURSE 


rr ——— 
CENSUS DAY * RECENSEMENT 


June 4 Count Yourself In! + Soyez du nombre! 4 juin 


On June 4, 1991, people in Canada will be 
counted as part of the 1991 Census. The 
Census will collect information on such sub- 
jects as age, sex, marital status, household 


> 
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size, ethnicity and income to provide a com- 
posite picture of Canada as it enters the last 
decade of this century. Census forms will be 
dropped off at each household starting the last 
week of May, and are to be completed and 
returned to Statistics Canada on June 4. Accu- 
rate and complete Census forms can help pro- 
mote programs of benefit to women. Child care, 
equal pay, family law, health care and other 
areas of interest to women depend on informa- 
tion from the Census to determine where help 
is needed and how it can be better provided. 
Help ensure that women’s voices are heard and 
Support the 1991 Census. If you haven't 
received your form by June 1 or have questions, 
help is available from your local Statistics 
Canada office. ia 


Partners in the 
Community 


“Partners in the Community'' is a regular 
Perspectives feature which publicizes the activ- 
ities of voluntary groups actively promoting 
women’s well-being and advancement in 


society. Brief descriptions of your organiza- - 


tion’s mandate and activities are invited for 
inclusion in future issues. 


Women and Mental Health: Women 
in a Violent Society 


he Canadian Mental Health Associa- 
tion is sponsoring a three-day confer- 
ence (May 9 — 12, 1991 in Banff, 
Alberta) on violence and the way in which vio- 
lence affects women’s mental health. The Con- 
ference will include a number of keynote 
Speakers and workshops covering the many 
aspects of violence against women. Confer- 
ence brochures are available from: Canadian 
Mental Health Association, Alberta North Cen- 
tral Region, 9th floor, 10050 — 112 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2J1. For more informa- 
tion contact: Renee R. Cochard, Conference 
Co-Chairperson, at (403) 488-9493. 


en 


Call for Papers 


The Canadian Journal of Education is planning 
a special issue on feminist pedagogy to be 
published in 1992. Submissions are invited from 
those working in disciplines such as sociology, 
psychology, philosophy and history, or in inter- 
disciplinary fields such as curriculum studies, 
women’s studies, policy studies and adminis- 
trative studies. The final deadline for submis- 
sions is June 15, 1991. For more information 
contact: Linda Briskin/Rebecca Coulter, Guest 
Editors of Special Issue on Feminist Pedagogy, 
c/o Canadian Journal of Education, Faculty of 
Education, University of British Columbia, 
2125 Main Mall, Vancouver, British Columbia 
MONA 0] 


Sources and 


Resources 


The Portrayal of Gender in Canadian Broad- 
casting is a recently released study produced 
for the Canadian Radio-television and Telecom- 
munications Commission by Erin Research. 
Based on an examination of more than 
600 hours of television programming, 800 hours 
of radio programming and 3500 TV and radio 
advertisements, in both English and French 
from across the country, the report provides 
numerical comparisons of the representation 
of men and women in Canadian broadcasting 
and an analysis of the roles they portray. To 
obtain a free copy of the report (in English or 
French) contact: Information Services, Cana- 
dian Radio-television and Telecommunications 
Commission, Ottawa, Ontario K1N ON2, tele- 
phone (819) 997-0313. 


The Birth Control Handbook is an up-to-date 
guide to birth control choices and contracep- 
tives. Well-illustrated with medical diagrams 
and photographs, it includes a comprehensive 
treatment of sexuality, anatomy and reproduc- 
tion. Copies are available in English or French 


‘at a cost of $4 each (bulk rates available for 


large orders). Cheques or money orders should 
be made payable to the Montreal Health 
Press Inc. and sent to: Montreal Health 
Press, P.O, Box 1000, Place du Parc Station, 
Montreal, Quebec H2W 2N1, telephone 
(514) 272-5441. . 
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Women, Work and Wellness is a collection 
of articles commissioned by the Addiction 
Research Foundation, which examines issues 
affecting women, their employment and their 
health. Topics include women and stress, work- 
place child care, family violence, rural women’s 
issues and chemical dependency among 
women. Edited by Virginia Carver and Charles 
Ponée, the book is available in English only, and 
may be purchased for $24.95 from ARF Books, 
33 Russell Street, Toronto, Ontario M5S 2S1, 
telephone (416) 595-6054. LJ 


he federal government has made a 


Appointments 
commitment to increase the number 


a of women appointed to decision- 


making positions throughout its structure, 
including its boards, agencies and commis- 
sions, the senior levels of the public service, 
the judiciary and the diplomatic corps. Recent 
federal appointments include: 


Appointed to the Canadian Advisory Council on 
the Status of Women are Mercedes Durosel 
of Rivière-des-Prairies, Quebec; Alice Hill of 
Yellowknife; Sharon Nattras of Regina; and 
Johanne Robertson of Sillery, Quebec. 


Appointed as Judges are Myrna Athey of Frea- 
ericton (New Brunswick Court of Queen’s 
Bench); Nancy J. Bateman of Halifax (Nova 
Scotia County Court); Marie Deschamps of 
Montreal (Quebec Superior Court); Gloria R. 
Klowak of Toronto (Ontario Supreme Court); 
Louise Otis of Quebec City (Quebec Superior 
Court); the Honourable Thérèse Rousseau- 
Houle (Quebec Court of Appeal); and Gertrude 
F. Spiegel of Toronto (Ontario District Court). 


Appointed as a Justice of the Peace under the 
Indian Act is Joyce King-Mitchell of the 
Akwesasne Band. 


Appointed to the Medical Research Council are 
Jennifer M. Sturgess and Ursula Mary 
Verstraete, both of Toronto. 


Appointed as Chair of the National Advisory 
Council on Aging is Blossom Wigdor of 
Toronto. Also appointed to the Council are Julie 
Best of Southern Harbour, Newfoundland; 
Barbara Gregan of Fredericton; and 
Marguerite Hogue-Charlebois of Montreal. 


Appointed to the National Advisory Panel on 
Advanced Industrial Materials are Mary 
Macdonald of Toronto and Martha Salcudean 
of Vancouver. 


Appointed to the National Capital Commission 
is Darlene Julianne Hicks of Regina. 


Appointed to the National Council of Welfare 
are Nova Dickie of Nanoose Bay, British 
Columbia and Ann Gagnon of Quebec City. 


Appointed to the National Farm Products 
Marketing Council is Peggy Smyth of Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ontario. 


Appointed to the National Film Board is 
Virginia Green of Vancouver. 


Appointed as Vice-Chair of the National Gallery 
of Canada Board of Trustees is Kathleen 
Hermant of Toronto. Also appointed to the 
Board are Lisa Desilets of Winnipeg; Ruth 
Freiman of Ottawa; Katherine J. Heller of 
Vancouver; Claudette Hould of Outremont, 
Quebec; Pat Johnston of Regina; Louise 
Lalonde Lamarre of Montreal: and Joan 
Randall of Toronto. 


Appointed to the National Library Advisory 
Board is Margaret Ann Andrewes of 
Beamsville, Ontario. 


Appointed as Vice-Chair of the Board of Trus- 
tees of the National Museum of Science and 
Technology is Beverly-Ann Scott of Winnipeg. 
Also appointed to the Board are Roberta Lynn 
Bondar of Ottawa; Diane Chabot of Toronto; 
Marvi Ricker of North York, Ontario; Michele 
Thibodeau-DeGuire of Ville Mont-Royal, Que- 
bec; and Francine Vallée of Montreal. 


Appointed to the National Parole Board are: 
Elena Baleanu of Greenfield Park, Quebec; 
Mariette Desmarchais of Ste-Thérèse, Que- 
bec: Doreen Dinn of St. John’s; June 
Durocher Hackett of Elora, Ontario; Margaret 
Johnson of Surrey, British Columbia (re- 
appointment); Dorothy H. Mackenzie of Lower 
Montague, Prince Edward Island; Gail P. 
Puddicombe of Woodstock, Ontario; Carole 
A. Shamess of Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario; 
Norma Katherine Simpson of Charlottetown, 
and Dorothy J. Wardle of Kingston, Ontario 
(re-appointment). D 
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Appointed to the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 
Organization, as Canadian representative, is 
Maureen A. Yeadon of Armdale, Nova Scotia. 


Appointed to the Official Residences Council 
is Carol Gault of Westmount, Quebec. 


Re-appointed as Vice-Chair of the St. John’s 
Port Corporation is Faith Good of St. John’s. 


Appointed as Chair of the Science Council of 
Canada is Janet E. Halliwell of Cumberland, 
Ontario. 


The next issue of Perspectives will be published 
in Summer 1991. 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives is 
permitted provided source is mentioned. 
Perspectives is published quarterly by: 


Communications Directorate 
Status of Women Canada 
360 Albert Street 

Suite 700 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 1C3 

(613) 995-7835 


Editor: Angela McLaughlin ISSN 0836-0111 


Status of Women 
Canada 1s 
Moving! 


Effective April 1, 1991, we'll be located at the 
following address: 


Status of Women Canada 
360 Albert Street 

Suite 700 

Ottawa, Ontario 

KTAUES 


Our general enquiries telephone number 
remains the same: (613) 995-7835. 


INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY 


MARCH 8 


TOGETHER TOWARDS EQUALITY 


ENSEMBLE VERS L’EGALITE 


JOURNEE 
INTERNATIONALE 
DE LA FEMME 
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Minister” 
Message 


Fe. 


he Speech from the Throne that 
opened the current session of Parlia- 
ment on May 13, 1991 provided a clear 
signal of the federal government’s continuing 
commitment to ensuring women’s full partici- 
pation in society. As stated in the Throne 
Speech, the government’s goal is to build a 
prosperous society in which all men and 
women have an equal opportunity to partici- 
pate; in which benefits and responsibilities are 
fairly shared; and in which the most vulnerable 
among us are protected. 


— 


Among the government’s initiatives in this area 
is the creation of a panel of knowledgeable and 


credible women and men to inquire into the 
problem of violence against women. Given this 


issue’s critical importance to Canadian women, 
| hope that the panel can be established as 


quickly as possible. | have written to women’s 


groups and have consulted with other inter- 
ested parties to solicit views on the panel's 
mandate and membership. | would invite 
readers of Perspectives to contact me, incare 
of the House of Commons, with their sugges- 
tions as well. 


As outlined in the Speech from the Throne, the 


government’s new agenda for prosperity also 
includes a national action plan for children, 


which will address a broad range of issues 


including child care, enforcement of child 
support orders and action against child por- 
nography; a review of federal government poli- 
cies to ensure that they properly reflect the cur- 
rent and future needs of families in Canada; the 
development of proposals to remove the 
barriers faced by persons with disabilities; and 
the development of a learning culture that 
addresses literacy, high school drop-out rates 
and job training. 


The Throne Speech also focussed on Canadian 
unity. Ten years ago, Canadian women united 
in an effort to ensure the entrenchment of 
equality rights in the Canadian constitution. 
Today, thanks to the efforts of dedicated 
women, sexual equality enjoys the highest 
degree of rights protection in the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
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Minister's Message (cont'd) 


It is vital that the women of Canada continue 
to make their voices heard as the process of 
constitutional renewal proceeds. Over the past 
year, Canadians from coast to coast have been 
expressing their hopes and views on the kind 
of country Canada should be, to the Citizens’ 
Forum on Canada’s Future, the Parliamentary 
Committee on the Process of Amending the 
Constitution, and to provincial constitutional 
commissions. A special joint committee of the 
House of Commons and Senate will be holding 
hearings on further proposals for constitutional 
change, and | urge women to ensure that they 
participate in these sessions. 


In the course of these discussions, it is my hope 
that Canadian women and men will move 


beyond differences and discord, to an under- 
standing of what we have in common and 
suggestions on how to strengthen and improve 
our nation. 


With this Speech from the Throne, the Govern- 
ment of Canada has set out an ambitious — 
and achieveable — agenda for this session of 
Parliament. As Minister Responsible for the 
Status of Women, | will continue to ensure that 
the concerns and interests of women are fully 
integrated into the planning, development and 
implementation of the federal government's 
policies and programs. 


Mary Collins 


Family Violence Initiative 


n February 20, 1991, the Honourable 

Mary Collins announced in Van- 

couver the federal government's 
commitment of $136 million for a renewed 
Family Violence Initiative. Beginning April 1, 
1991, and continuing over the next four years, 
the new Initiative builds on and integrates other 
federal initiatives related to family violence and 
child sexual abuse (including the five-year 
$25 million Child Sexual Abuse Initiative 
launched in 1986, and the four-year $40 mil- 
lion Family Violence Initiative announced in 
1988). 


In announcing the Initiative, Minister Collins 
underlined the fact the women are one of the 
most important focuses of the measures pro- 
posed. ‘‘By addressing violence as it affects 
women in their closest relationships, the new 
Family Violence Initiative is an important part 
of our government's ongoing commitment to 
end the cycle of violence that victimizes women 
in our society,’ said Minister Collins. 


Six federal departments and agencies are part- 
ners in the new Family Violence Initiative: 
Health and Welfare Canada, the Department 
of Justice, the Ministry of the Solicitor General, 
the Department of the Secretary of State of 
Canada, the Department of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development, and the Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation. Status of 
Women Canada is also participating in the 
Initiative as an advocate on behalf of women 
affected by family violence. 


Women’s groups and other organizations are 
being encouraged to take advantage of the 
funding programs offered by the Initiative to 
undertake projects which address family 
violence. Funding is available in the areas of 
health and social services, criminal justice, 
community action, housing, and programs for 
Aboriginal people. Copies of a leaflet featuring 
a description of the Initiative’s different pro- 
grams as well as a list of contact points for 
further information have been sent to national 
women’s groups. Other interested parties may 
obtain copies of this leaflet (in English and 
French) by contacting: Communications Direc- 
torate, Status of Women Canada, Suite 700, 
360 Albert Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, 
telephone (613) 995-7835. 


The new Family Violence Initiative will support 
projects and programs that fulfill the following 
goals: 


To increase public awareness and commu- 
nity action, funding will be provided to 
500 community-based projects organized by 
women’s groups and other organizations to pro- 
mote understanding and awareness of family 
violence and to mobilize preventative action. 
New partnerships for community action will be 
established through 40 co-ventures with busi- 


_ ness groups, service clubs, churches, unions 


and others. New resources for public educa- 
tion will be developed. 


> 
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To strengthen the legal framework, provi- 
sions of the Criminal Code, the Divorce Act and 
other legal policies will be reviewed to deter- 
mine if they are adequate to protect victims and 
help deter offenders. The judiciary will be 
assisted in training its members on the dynam- 
ics of family violence. Treatment programs for 
male offenders will be evaluated. 


To serve Indian reserves and Inuit commu- 
nities, support will be given to community- 
based approaches to family violence that 
are organized and delivered by Aboriginal 
people themselves. It is anticipated that over 
500 Aboriginal communities will benefit from 
assistance provided under the Initiative. 


To strengthen intervention and treatment 
services, intensified training on family vio- 
lence and additional professional education 
resources will be provided to the RCMP and to 
federal corrections and parole personnel. 
Treatment will be extended to family violence 
offenders in all 60 federal correctional institu- 
tions. New approaches to protecting and help- 
ing victims will be explored in partnership with 


the police and other community organizations, 
and information about program success will be 
widely disseminated. Funding will be provided 
for 10 major demonstration projects offering 
treatment-oriented programs. Manuals and 
other resources will be prepared for physicians, 
nurses, social workers, and health workers. 


To increase the availability of shelter 
housing, an additional 80 to 100 emergency 
shelter units will be created, as an extension 
of Project Haven, to provide temporary shelter 
for 4,000 women and children annually. A new 
program called Next Step will create 150 to 
170 housing units to meet the longer-term hous- 
ing needs of abused women and their children. 


And finally, to enhance national co- 
ordination and information exchange, a 
national data base on family violence will be 
established. Information links will be developed 
with provincial and regional resource centres 
on family violence. Funding for Health and 
Welfare Canada’s National Clearinghouse on 
Family Violence will be increased four-fold.o 


Jacques Nadeau 


Hon. Mary Collins with Lea Cousineau of the City of Montreal Executive Committee, Glenda Simms of the Canadian 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women, and other participants, at the Advisory Council-sponsored Symposium on Women's 
Poverty 
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Aboriginal Women’s Economic 
Development Committee Established 


he economic advancement of Aborig- 

inalwomen has been the focus of work 

Status of Women Canada has under- 
taken in co-operation with Canada’s three 
national Aboriginal women’s organizations: the 
Native Women’s Association of Canada, the 
Inuit Women's Association, and the Indian and 
Inuit Nurses of Canada. Together, they devel- 
oped a Plan of Action to help address obsta- 
cles to the economic well-being of Aboriginal 
women. The Plan of Action, which calls for 
measures to ensure that Aboriginal women 
have equal access to resources such as train- 
ing, education and business development pro- 
grams, was adopted by federal, provincial and 
territorial Ministers Responsible for the Status 


of Women in June 1990 (see Perspectives July . 


1990). 


As part of this initiative, an Aboriginal Women 
and Economic Development Steering Commit- 
tee and Co-ordinator’s Office have been estab- 
lished to undertake activities based on the Plan 
of Action. The Steering Committee held its first 
meeting in Ottawa on May 1. 


Members of the Steering Committee include: 
Gail Stacey-Moore, National Speaker for the 
Native Women’s Association of Canada; Mary 


Hon. Mary Collins meeting with the executive of the Association féminine d’education et d’action sociale (L’AFEAS) 


Sillett, President of the Inuit Women’s Associa- 
tion; and Madeleine Dion Stout, President of the 
Indian and Inuit Nurses Association of Canada. 
Also participating on the Committee are Mary 
Simon, President of the Inuit Circumpolar 
Conference; Myrtle Bush, Inter-governmental 
Liaison for the Akwesasne Mohawks; and Claire 
Riddle, Winnipeg Region Vice-President of the 
Manitoba Métis Federation. In addition, three 
Aboriginal women working in the field of eco- 
nomic development have been named as mem- 
bers: Claris D. Rudkowski, Happy Valley, Labra- 
dor; Martha Montour, Kannawake, Quebec; and 
Susan Tatoosh, Vancouver. 


Status of Women Canada, the Department of 
Indian Affairs and Northern Development, 
Employment and Immigration Canada, and 
Industry, Science and Technology Canada are 
contributing equally to the Committee with total 
funding of $840,000 over the next four years. 
By giving effect to the federal government's 
commitment to increase the participation of 
Aboriginal women in economic development, 
this initiative complements the Government of 
Canada’s Canadian Aboriginal Economic 
(CAED) Strategy, whose objective is to promote 
long-term Aboriginal self-reliance. oO 


Mike Pinder 


; 
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UN Status of Women Commission 


Canada proposes agreement to 
recognize violence against women 


anada was an active participant at the 

35th session of the United Nations 
_“~=—"_ Commission on the Status of Women, 
held in Vienna, Austria, February 27 - March 8, 
1991. Members of the Canadian delegation 
were Kay Stanley and Rhonda Ferderber from 
Status of Women Canada, Valerie Raymond, 
Martin Loken and Stephen Moran from External 
Affairs Canada, and Marnie Girvan from the 
Canadian International Develooment Agency. 


Among Canada’s priorities for the Commission 
meeting was to obtain agreement on a method 
of addressing the issue of violence against 
women. 


Even though violence against women is a per- 
vasive problem, it is not explicitly addressed 
in any enforceable international treaty. At the 
meeting, Canada proposed the development of 
an international instrument which would require 
countries, as signatories, to recognize violence 
against women as acrime and to adopt meas- 
ures to counter it. This approach received 
general support from all regions, and the 
Commission adopted a resolution calling for the 
development of a framework for such an instru- 
ment. An expert group meeting will take place 
in November 1991 to further develop this 
proposal. 


Canada’s other activities at the Commission 
meeting included the introduction of a resolu- 
tion aimed at strengthening national machinery 
for the advancement of women, and co- 
sponsorship of a resolution reinforcing the call 
for a study into the obstacles to women’s 
advancement in the UN system. Other resolu- 
tions co-sponsored by Canada related to 
women and the prevention and control of AIDS; 
disabled women; and refugee and displaced 
women and children. 


A fourth World Conference on Women is sched- 
uled to take place in 1995. Preparations for the 
conference have already begun, and the 
decision on the venue of the conference 
will be made at next year’s meeting of the 
Commission on the Status of Women. oO 


News in Brief 


———— 


Inquiry into Violence Against 


Women 

announced the creation of a nation- 
_ _ al panel to inquire into the probiem 
of violence against women. As this edition 
of Perspectives went to press, the Honour- 
able Mary Collins has undertaken a wide 
range of consultations on the mandate and 
membership of the panel. Perspectives will 


report on further developments. 


he May 13 Speech from the Throne 


Status of Women Ministers Meet 


Violence against women was one of the major 
items discussed by federal, provincial and ter- 
ritorial Ministers Responsible for the Status of 
Women at their 10th Annual Conference held 
in St. John's, Newfoundland on June 19 and 20. 
Acknowledging that violence and the threat of 
violence continue to deprive many women of 
their ability to achieve full equality in Canadian 
society, Ministers adopted a Framework for a 
National Strategy on Violence Against Women, 
outlining measures to be taken by individuals, 
communities and various levels of government 
toward the elimination of violence’ against 
women. Ministers also indicated their support 
of the designation of December 6 as a National 
Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence 
Against Women. 


Aboriginal women and economic development 
and gender equality in the justice system were 
two of the other key items on the Conference 
agenda. Ministers also confirmed that they will 
meet jointly with Ministers of Education from 
across Canada in September to discuss collab- 
orative strategies to enhance and promote 
educational opportunities for girls and SL 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 


particularly in science, 
mathematics. 


technology and 


Copies of the Conference document Building 
Blocks: Framework for a National Strategy on 
Violence Against Women are available in 
English and French from: Communications 
Directorate, Status of Women Canada, 
Suite 700, 360 Albert Street, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 1C3, telephone (613) 995-7835. 


Women Inventors Exhibit 


The National Museum of Science and Technol- 
ogy and the Women Inventors Project have 
produced a travelling exhibit called Women of 
Invention to highlight the creativity of women 
inventors. Scotchgard, the Jolly Jumper and 
Liquid Paper are three of the 37 inventions 
included in the exhibit. Women of Invention will 
be featured at the National Museum of Science 
and Technology this summer and will then 
travel to cities and towns across Canada. 


Atlantic Women Business Owners 
Benefit 


Assistance from the Atlantic Canada Opportu-’ 


nities Agency (ACOA), in the amount of $94,120, 
has been provided to the Association of Atlantic 
Women Business Owners. Announced in 
March by the Honourable Elmer MacKay, 
former Minister responsible for the Atlantic 
Canada Opportunities Agency, this funding will 


National Museum of Science and Technology 


help the Association realize its mandate of 
being a resource group of women business 
owners who are committed to sharing informa- 
tion and to encouraging and supporting one 
another. 


ACOA is a federal government agency provid- 
ing support to entrepreneurs in the Atlantic 
region. It has recently provided assistance to 
the New Brunswick Advisory Council on the 
Status of Women for the launching of an entre- 
preneurship promotion program, to the 
Newfoundland Women's Enterprise Bureau to 
promote women’s entrepreneurship and to 
establish a network of businesswomen groups 
in Newfoundland; and to Women’s World 
Finance which provides financial services to 
women entrepreneurs in Cape Breton. oO 


Partners in the 
Community 


“Partners in the Community’’ is a regular 
Perspectives feature which publicizes the activ- 
ities of voluntary groups actively promoting 
women's well-being and advancement in 
society. Brief descriptions of your organiza- 
tion’s mandate and activities are invited for 
inclusion in future issues. 


YWCA of/du Canada 


he YWCA of/du Canada, established 

in 1892, is a national voluntary 

women’s organization dedicated to 
developing and improving the status of women. 
In 45 towns and cities across Canada, YWCAs 
and YM-YWCAs offer a wide range of 
community-based programs and services, 
including adult education, residences, emer- 
gency shelters, child care, job and life-skills 
counselling, leadership development, youth 
services, fitness programs and international 
development education. The YWCA of/du 
Canada is a source of public education on 
women’s issues and works with governments, 
women’s groups, other voluntary associations 
and the private sector to promote responsible 


social action and change. For more informa- 


tion contact: YWCA of/du Canada, 80 Gerrard 
Street East, Toronto, Ontario M5B ee 
telephone (416) 593-9886. 


PERSPECTIVES Summer 1991 7 


Sources and 
Resources 


Rap-O-Matics is a 12-minute video produced 
by Industry, Science and Technology Canada 
to encourage girls in Secondary school to take 
science and maths options in order to increase 
their future educational and job opportunities. 
The video, to be distributed to schools across 
Canada, delivers its message in an entertaining 
“rap’’ style aimed at 12-to-15 year olds. English 
and French versions are available to educators, 
free of charge from: Science Sector, Industry, 
Science and Technology Canada, 8th Floor 
West, 235 Queen Street, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OH5, telephone (613) 990-9658. 


Working Together for Women’s Health: A 
Framework for the Development of Politics 
and Programs. Prepared by the Federal, Pro- 
vincial, Territorial Working Group on Women’s 
Health, this report identifies key women’s 
health issues, outlines priorities for government 
action and presents strategies for improving 
women’s health. To obtain a free copy of the 
report (in English or French) contact: Linda 
Wieser, Office of the Senior Advisor, Status of 
Women, Health and Welfare Canada, Room 
1500, Brooke Claxton Building, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OK9, telephone (613) 957-1943. 


The Glass Box: Women Business Owners 
in Canada is a discussion paper, commis- 
sioned by the Canadian Advisory Council on the 
Status of Women, based on interviews with 
more than 200 women business Owners across 
Canada. Authors Monique Belcourt, Ronald J. 
Burke and Hélène Lee-Gosselin examine the 
struggles, challenges and achievements of 
women entrepreneurs in their search for per- 
sonal fulfilment, economic independence and 
control over their lives. Free copies of the paper 
can be obtained (in English and French) from: 
Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women, P.O. Box 1541, Station B, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1P 5R5, telephone (613) 992-4976. 


Northernher, North America’s first circum- 
polar women’s magazine, published its first 
issue in March 1991. The Yellowknife-based 
editor-publishers, Judith V. Anderson and Zelda 
Levine, plan to produce six issues a year 
containing columns, news and articles from 
Canadian and international northern regions 
about the lives and interests of northern 


women. They also plan a children’s section in 
each issue. Published in English, Northernher 
is available at newsstands thoughout the Cana- 
dian North. Aone-year subscription is $22 and 
can be ordered from: Northernher, Box 1099, 
Inuvik, Northwest Territories XOE OTO, tele- 
phone (403) 979-2917. 


Making Women Matter: The Role of the 
United Nations documents the historic deci- 
sions made under UN auspices to advance 
women and to integrate their interests into the 
development process, from the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, through 
International Women’s Year in 1975 and the 
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the 
Advancement of Women to the Year 2000. 
Written by Hilkka Pietila and Jeanne Vicker, the 
book is a joint production of the International 
Research and Training Institute for the 
Advancement of Women (INSTRAW) and the 
UN Non-Governmental Liaison Service. Avail- 
able in English only, copies can be ordered for 
$20 from: DEC Books, 1870 St. Clair Avenue 
West, Toronto, Ontario M6N 1J8, telephone 
(416) 658-7792. a) 


he federal government has made a 


Appointments 
commitment to increase the number 


I of women appointed to decision- 


making positions throughout its structure, 
including its boards, agencies and commis- 
sions, the senior levels of the public service, 
the judiciary and the diplomatic corps. Recent 
federal appointments include: 


Appointed as a Director of the Bank of Canada 
is Jalynn H. Bennett of Toronto. 


Appointed to the Blue Water Bridge Authority 
is Mary Bilham of Clearwater, Ontario. 


Appointed to the Canada Council are Edith 
Butler of Outremont, Quebec (re-appointment); 
Martha Henry of Stratford, Ontario (re- 
appointment); Lisette Morin of Rimouski, 
Quebec; and Mary Pratt of St. Mary’s Bay, 
Newfoundland. 


Appointed to the Canada Development Invest- 
ment Corporation is Anne Currie of Toronto. 


D 
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Appointments (cont'd) 


Appointed as Vice-Chair of the Canadian 
Advisory Council on Firearms is Linda Thom 
of Ottawa. Also appointed to the Council are 
Christine Boyle of Halifax and Louise Viau 
of Montreal. 


Appointed to the Canadian Cultural Property 
Export Review Board is Lynne Wynick of 
Toronto. 


Appointed to the Board of Directors of the 
Canadian Institute of International Peace and 
Security are Helen Pichette of Montreal and 
Betty Plewes of Ottawa. 


Appointed as a Citizenship Judge is Jo-Anne 
Robertson of Brampton, Ontario. 


Appointed as Chair of the Civil Aviation Tribunal 
is Ghislaine Richard of Westmount, Quebec. 


Appointed to the Economic Council of Canada 


are Germaine Gibara of Montreal; Judith © 


Korbin of West Vancouver; and Mary Mogford 
of Toronto. 


Appointed to the Board of Directors of the 
Federal Business Development Bank is Diana 
McMillan of Swift Current, Saskatchewan. 


Appointed to the Board of Directors of the 
Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation is 
Claudette Bourrier of Tiverton, Manitoba. 


Appointed to the Halifax Port Corporation is 
Lois A. Glibbery of Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
(re-appointment). 


Appointed as Judges are Myra Beth Bielby of 
Edmonton (Alberta Court of Queen’s Bench); 
Moira Lenore Caswell of Toronto (Ontario 
Court of Justice); Catherine Anne Fraser of 
Edmonton (Alberta Court of Appeal); Kathryn 


Newman Feldman of Toronto (Ontario Court 


of Justice); Nola E. Garton of Toronto (Ontario 
Court of Justice); Kirsti M. Gill of Vancouver 
(British Columbia Supreme Court); and Susan 
E. Greer of Toronto (Ontario Court of Justice). 


Appointed to the National Aboriginal Economic 


Development Board is Linda J. Simon of 


Sackville, Nova Scotia. 


Appointed to the National Advisory Committee 
on AIDS is Elaine Woloschuk of Windsor, 
Ontario. 


Appointed to the National Advisory Council on 
Pharmaceutical Research are Dr. Julia Levy 
of Vancouver and Dr. Sylvia M. Wallace of 
Saskatoon. 


Appointed to the National Advisory Council to 
the Canada Centre for Mineral and Energy 
Technology is Dr. Carolyn Hansson of 
Kingston, Ontario. 


Re-appointed as Chair of the National Capital 
Commission is Jean E. Pigott of Ottawa. Also 
appointed to the Commission are Erminie Joy 
Cohen of St. John, New Brunswick and Nicole 
Moreault of Hull, Quebec. 


Appointed to the National Council of Welfare 
is Wendy Terry of Toronto (re-appointment). 


Appointed to the National Parole Board is Mary 
Adams of Happy Valley, Labrador. 


Appointed to the National Research Council is 
Dr. Martha Salcudean of Vancouver. 


Appointed to the North Fraser Harbour Com- 
mission is Irene Firth of Richmond, British 
Columbia (re-appointment). 


Appointed to the Oshawa Harbour Commission 
is Jean Achmatcwicz of Ashburn, Ontario. 


Appointed to the Board of Directors of the 
St. John’s Port Corporation is Shirley A. 
McAlary of Rothesay, New Brunswick. 


Appointed to the Standards Council of Canada 
is Mary Angela Cantwell-Peters of St. John’s. 


Appointed to the Sydney Public Harbour 
Advisory Council is Phyllis Marsh of Sydney, 
Nova Scotia. O 


The next issue of Perspectives will be published 
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Minister’s 
Message 


|| Canadians have an ind a 

lective responsibility to ensure an end to 

violence against women in our society. 
Violence against women is not just a women’s 
problem but society’s problem. It is not just a priv- 
ilege but every woman’s right to live in an envi- 
ronment free of violence and the threat of vio- 
lence. 


Hon. Mary Collins with the Canadian Nurses Association 
Executive Director Judith Oulton and President Dr. Alice 
Baumgart 
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On August 15, 1991, | announced the federal 
government’s establishment of the Canadian 
Panel on Violence Against Women. Over the next 
year, the Panel will be travelling across the coun- 
try, engaging in a dialogue with Canadians about 
this problem and drawing up recommendations 
for preventative action. 


If some question the need for such a Panel, let 
the facts speak for themselves. 


At least one in every ten women in Canada is bat- 
tered by her husband or male partner. In 1990, 
over 27,000 sexual assaults were reported to the 
police, almost double the figure in 1984, and 
women were victims in at least 90 per cent of 
these cases. 


A study in Ontario revealed that 80 per cent of 
aboriginal women surveyed on reserves have 
experienced violence. A study of women with dis- 
abilities has found that almost half had been sex- 
ually abused as children, and one in four had 
been sexually assaulted as an adult. Female vic- 
tims of elder abuse outnumber male victims by 
two to one. 


Violence against women takes many forms, 
including emotional and psychological abuse, 
physical abuse, sexual assault and murder. It 
threatens women of all ages, cultures, back- 
grounds, abilities and economic situations. 


Canadian society should view violence against 
women as an equality issue, because violence 
D 
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Minister's Message (cont'd) 


and the fear of violence inhibit the ability of 
women to participate fully and equally in all 
aspects of society. We must seek out the underly- 
ing causes of this violence and devise solutions 
which will prevent it from occurring in the future. 


This special issue of Perspectives focuses on the 
issue of violence against women. | hope you will 
join me, as Minister Responsible for the Status of 
Women, in working to eradicate violence against 


ee De | 


Mary Collins 


Canadian Panel on Violence Against Women 


n August 15, 1991, the Honourable Mary 

Collins announced the establishment of 

the Canadian Panel on Violence Against 
Women, to undertake a national dialogue for 
action on violence against women in Canada. _ 


The Panel will travel to communities across the 
country to examine the issue of violence against 
women through meetings with victims of violence, 
front-line workers, social service workers, educa- 
tion and health-care givers, and other community 
members. It will encourage women to identify vio- 
lence from their own perspective. This examination 
will heighten public awareness of the issue. The 
Panel is also mandated to formulate solutions 
which address the root causes of violence against 
women, focussing on preventative measures. 


The Canadian Panel on Violence Against Women 


is made up of two co-chairs and seven part-time - 


members. All are knowledgeable and experienced 
in dealing with violence against women and pos- 
sess the front-line experience that is critical to 
understanding and dealing with the issue. 
Members of the Panel are: 


Co-chair Pat Freeman Marshall, of Toronto, has 
been Executive Director of the Metro Action 


Committee on Public Violence Against Women 


and Children (METRAC). A member of several 
provincial bodies dedicated to assisting victims of 
violence, she has helped establish an internation- 
ally recognized sexual assault sentencing data 
base and other innovative crime prevention pro- 
grams. She has counselled battered women, rape 
victims, ex-prostitutes and incest survivors, and is 
the author of many articles and papers on violence 
and sexual assault. 


Co-chair Marthe Asselin Vaillancourt, of 
Jonquière, Quebec, is a long-time worker, 
researcher and grassroots activist in the field of 
violence against women. She has been director 
general of a community-based centre offering 
assistance to female victims of violence and other 


criminal acts. This program grew out of a pilot pro- 
ject with the Quebec Provincial Police on prevent- 
ing violence against women. She is also well- 
known for her work related to violence against the 
elderly and the effects of violence on children. 


Hon. Mary Collins with the Canadian Panel on Violence 
Against Women: I. to r.: Ginette Larouche, Diane Lemieux, 
Donna Lovelace, Eva McKay, Marthe Asselin Vaillancourt, 
Minister Collins, Pat Freeman Marshall, Judy Hughes, 
Peter Jaffe, and Mobina Jaffer 


Judy Hughes, of New Glasgow, Nova Scotia, is 
the Executive Director of Tearmann House, which 
assists battered women and their children. She 
helped establish the Transition House Association 
of Nova Scotia which lobbies to provide consistent 
and effective services to battered women and their 
children, and until recently served as its Staff Co- 
ordinator. She has worked as a crisis intervention 
counsellor at the Calgary Women’s Emergency 
Shelter and at Bryony House in Halifax. 


Peter Jaffe, of London, Ontario, is Executive 
Director of the London Family Court Clinic and 
adjunct Associate Professor of Psychology and 
Psychiatry at the University of Western Ontario. 
Over the past 20 years, he has researched a 
range of issues related to violence against women 
and their children. He was a founding member of 
both the London Co-ordinating Committee to End 
Women Abuse and the Battered Women’s 
Advocacy Clinic in London. D 


Mobina Jaffer, of Vancouver, is Chair of the B.C. 
Task Force on Family Violence. The founder of 
Immigrant and Visible Minority Women of British 
Columbia, an umbrella organization representing 
thousands through 60 chapters across the 
province, she is currently president for B.C. and 
the Yukon of the National Organization of 
Immigrant and Visible Minority Women of Canada. 


Ginette Larouche, of Montreal, is Director of 
Programs at the Centre de services sociaux du 
Montréal métropolitain. As a social worker, she 
has worked on the front lines with female victims 
of violence and has been involved in the develop- 
ment of crisis intervention programs. She is a for- 
mer member of the advisory committee for the 
Centre d’aide aux victimes d’actes criminels and 
served as president of the board of Maison 
d'hébergement pour femmes battues, a shelter for 
battered women in Montreal. 


Diane Lemieux, of Sherbrooke, Quebec, is 
Provincial Co-ordinator and spokesperson for the 
Quebec Coalition of Sexual Assault Centres. She 
has worked with female victims of sexual violence 
and is the recipient of the prestigious Prix de la 
Justice du Québec for her exceptional contribu- 
tions to the promotion of justice in Quebec society. 


Donna Lovelace, of St. John’s, is Project Co-ordi- 
nator of Kirby House, a shelter for battered women 
and children. She was formerly Co-ordinator of 
Newfoundland’s Provincial Association Against 
Family Violence, an umbrella group of family vio- 
lence committees and shelters for women and chil- 
dren. She has designed workshops on violence 
against women for community and professional 
Organizations and has helped community groups 
establish transition houses for women in need. 


Eva McKay, of Oak Lake, Manitoba, is an elder of 
the Sioux Valley Band and a retired cultural worker 
with the Dakota-Ojibway Tribal Council. She is a 
former employee of the Manitoba Indian 
Brotherhood, and has been a volunteer with abo- 
riginal women for the past 45 years. She is a fre- 
quent lecturer on family violence and has been 
active for many years in assisting abused women 
and children, travelling widely to speak on 
women’s issues in aboriginal communities. 


The Canadian Panel on Violence Against Women 
will be assisted in its work by an Advisory 
Committee comprised of representatives from all 
of Canada’s regions, and an Aboriginal Circle 
which will deal specifically with the unique situation 
of aboriginal women. 
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Advisory Committee Announced 


On November 8, 1991, the Honourable Mary 
Collins announced the appointment of 23 mem- 
bers to the Panel’s Advisory Committee. All are 
highly qualified individuals in fields related to vio- 
lence against women. They are: Sally Ballingall 
of Toronto; Hélène Cadrin of Rimouski, Quebec; 
Colleen Croft of Saskatoon; Jurgen Dankwort of 
Montreal; Michael Dixon of Toronto; Edna Elias 
of Coppermine, Northwest Territories; Flora 
Fernandez Ortega of Montreal; Ron Ghitter of 
Calgary; Patricia Horsham of Ottawa; Eunadie 
Johnson of Thompson, Manitoba; Lee Lakeman 
of Vancouver; Pearl McKenzie of North 
Vancouver; Joan Meister of Vancouver; Jennifer 
Mercer of St. John’s; Sheila Noonan of Kingston, 
Ontario; Cécile Renault of Tracadie, New 
Brunswick; Dorothy Reso-Hickman of 
Whitehorse, Yukon; Philip Smith of 
Charlottetown; Jane Spaans of Bedford, Nova 
Scotia; Christiane Spénard-Godbout of 
Edmonton; Esmeralda Thornhill of Montreal; 
Germaine Vaillancourt of Montreal; and Jeri 
Wine of Toronto. 


Aboriginal Circle Announced 


Minister Collins also announced appointments to 
the Aboriginal Circle. They are: Claudette 
Dumont-Smith of Hull, Quebec; Martha Flaherty 
of Ottawa; Winnifred Giesbrecht of Winnipeg; 
and Jeanne McDonald of Val d’Or, Quebec. 


The Canadian Panel on Violence Against Women 
will function at arm’s length from the federal gov- 
ernment. Its final report, due in December 1992, is 
expected to contain recommendations and a plan 
of action with suggested time-frames for federal 
government action. 


“In creating the Canadian Panel on Violence 
Against Women, the federal government is affirm- 
ing its commitment to put an end to violence 
against women in Canada,” said Minister Collins, 
noting that the Panel builds on existing federal 
government initiatives to deal with violence against 
women, including the Family Violence Initiative 
announced in February and the National Strategy 
on Violence Against Women developed by federal, 
provincial and territorial Ministers Responsible for 
the Status of Women. 


For more information contact: The Canadian Panel 
on Violence Against Women, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 1K4, telephone (613) 943-2898. L 
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Living Without Fear ... 


Everyone’s Goal, Every Woman’s Right 


n November 7, 1991, the Honourable 
() Mary Collins tabled in the House of Com- 

mons the federal goverment’s response 
to the report on violence against women issued 
last June by the House of Commons Standing 
Committee on Health and Welfare, Social Affairs, 
Seniors and the Status of Women. 


The government’s response, entitled Living 
Without Fear ... Everyone’s Goal, Every Woman's 
Right, endorses in whole or in part virtually all of 
the Standing Committee’s recommendations, and 
outlines a course of federal action to address vio- 
lence against women. 


Minister Collins stressed that vigorous action on 
this issue is a federal priority. “Many federal initia- 
tives are already in place; they will continue and 
further announcements will be made in coming 


weeks to make more headway in securing safer 


conditions for women.” The Minister also empha- 
sized the importance of prevention, and the need 
for a continuing effort, involving all partners in 
Canadian society, in changing attitudes and the 
features of society that lead to abuse. 


In support of these objectives, the Minister - 


announced a new public education campaign 
which will be prevention-oriented and which will 
seek to involve the business community, labour 
movement, professional, women’s and other non- 
governmental organizations. This public educa- 
tion initiative will build on the collaborative efforts 
already under way with provincial and territorial 
governments. 


The campaign will complement current federal ini- 
tiatives, such as the passage of stricter gun con- 
trol laws, legislative proposals to tighten parole 
for sexual and other violent offenders, the estab- 
lishment of the Canadian Panel on Violence 
Against Women, and activities within the $136- 
million federal Family Violence Initiative. 


Among the highlights of Living Without Fear ... 
Everyone's Goal, Every Woman's Right: 


+ The federal government agrees with the 
Standing Committee that the education system 
must become a partner in eradicating violence 
against women through educational efforts to 


eliminate sexism and socially constructed gen- 
der limitations. 


* The federal government will consult with the 
Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommu- 
nications Commission and the national media 
about measures that can be taken in regard to 
the media portrayal of women, violence, and 
violence against women. 


Family violence in aboriginal communities has 
been cited as one of the concerns to be ad- 
dressed by the Royal Commission on Aboriginal 
People, established in August 1991. 


Bail provisions and other Criminal Code sec- 
tions are currently under review to determine if 
amendments are required to ensure that these 
sections clearly provide for the removal of the 
offender from the family home in cases of fami- 
ly violence. 


The federal government supports the charging 
and prosecuting of wife assault offences with 
the understanding that, key to this approach, is 
the need to provide protection and support for 
the victim. 


+ The government disagrees with the use of the 
Charters “notwithstanding clause” to protect 
the rape-shield provisions in the Criminal Code. 
Such a use may have far-reaching conse- 
quences for other rights and freedoms. New 
legislation is viewed as a more preferable 
approach. 


An estimated one-quarter of the federal govern- 
ment’s Canada Assistance Plan (CAP) contri- 
butions to the provinces and territories is used 
to provide support to victims of family violence. 
In the 1990-91 fiscal year, total federal expendi- 
tures under CAP exceeded $6 billion. 


Copies of Living. Without Fear ... Everyone’s 
Goal, Every Woman’s Right are available in 
English and French from: Communications 
Directorate, Status of Women Canada, Suite 700, 
360 Albert Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, tele- 
phone (613) 995-7835. Lal 


News 1n Brief 


‘““Rape-Shield” Law 


The Honourable Kim Campbell, Minister of 
Justice, has announced that the so-called “rape 
shield” law will soon be replaced. As envisioned 
by Minister Campbell, the new law would clarify 
and make more precise the procedures to be fol- 
lowed in order to protect the rights of victims in 
sexual assault cases. It would provide that a sex- 
ual assault victim’s sexual history could not be 
examined in court unless the judge deems it rele- 
vant to the trial. The Supreme Court struck down 
the rape-shield law on August 23, 1991, on the 
grounds that it could deny the accused the right 
to a fair trial. 


Remembering December 6 


Royal Assent has been given to federal legisla- 
tion establishing December 6 as a National Day 
of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against 
Women. 


Marking the second anniversary of the December 
6, 1989 slaying of 14 women at Montreal’s Ecole 
Polytechnique, the legislation received all-party 
support ensuring its speedy passage through 
Parliament. 


The Honourable Mary Collins noted, “This 
National Day of Remembrance and Action on 
Violence Against Women is a memorial to the vic- 
tims of the Polytechnique tragedy, as well as to 
the countless women who have suffered violence 
before and since. At the same time, it is an occa- 
sion to remind ourselves that action must contin- 
ue in order to eradicate violence against women 
from our society.” 


Minister Collins has announced the launch of a 
“No Violence Against Women” button campaign 
to coincide with the National Day observance. 
The federal government is sponsoring a memorial 
concert in Montreal on December 6 in memory of 
the 14 victims of the Ecole Polytechnique 
tragedy. Minister Collins has embarked on a tour 
of Canadian universities to talk about preventing 
violence against women through attitudinal 
change, and is writing to community and religious 
leaders about the significance of December 6 as 
a day to remember and take action on violence 
againsi women. 
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Gun control 


The federal government’s gun-control legislation 
was passed by the House of Commons on 
November 7, 1991, by a vote of 189 to 14. The 
Bill is currently before the Senate. 


Among its measures, the legislation prohibits 
semi-automatic weapons that can be converted to 
fully automatic; sets new limits on shot maga- 
zines; sets a mandatory 28-day waiting period for 
firearms acquisition permits; and makes parental 
consent necessary for permit applicants aged 17 
and 18. The legislation also doubles to 10 years 
the ban on gun ownership for anyone convicted 
of a crime involving a firearm; and sets stiffer 
prison sentences for the possession of a prohibit- 
ed weapon. 


New Research Centres 


The Honourable Mary Collins and the Honourable 
Benoit Bouchard, Minister of National Health and 
Welfare, announced on November 10, 1991 a 
$1.5 million program to encourage the promotion, 
co-ordination and communication of Canadian 
research efforts in the areas of family violence 
and violence against women. 


Health and Welfare Canada and the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada (SSHRC) will jointly support up to three 
research centres, which will be selected on a 
competitive basis upon the submission of propos- 
als. Each centre will receive up to $500,000 over 
five years. 


In announcing the program, Minister Collins noted 
that a comprehensive approach which integrates 
research activities with community service is 
needed to help develop effective measures for 
dealing with family violence and violence against 
women. “These centres are an essential step in 
the collaborative effort to uncover the root causes 
of family violence and violence against women,” 
Minister Collins said. 


For more information about the Family Violence 
and Violence Against Women Research Centres 
contact: Catherine MacLeod, Family Violence 
Prevention Division, Health and Welfare Canada, 
Ottawa, (613) 957-2864; or Julie Dompierre, 
Strategic Grants Division, Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council, Ottawa, 
(613) 992-4227. D 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 


National Symposium 
on Women and the Law 


The Honourable Kim Campbell, Minister of 
Justice, has announced plans to initiate a review 
of ongoing federal constitutional litigation which 
affects women’s equality. This action is being 
taken as a result of representations made at the 
first-ever National Symposium on Women, the 
Law and the Administration of Justice, held June 
10-13, 1991, in Vancouver. Two hundred and fifty 
delegates attended the symposium to recom- 
mend reforms in the justice system. The recom- 
mendations include mandatory training courses in 
sexism and racism for police officers, lawyers and 
judges; amendments to the Divorce Act; tougher 
penalties for abusive men; and improved legal 
protection for gays, lesbians and the disabled. 
The recommendations are currently being studied 
by a Working Group on Gender Equality, which 
involves representatives of federal, provincial and 
territorial governments who report to Minister 
Campbell and the provincial/territorial Attorneys 
General. 


Awards in Commemoration 
of the Persons Case 


His Excellency the Right Honourable Ramon John 
Hnatyshyn presented the 1991 Governor Gen- 
eral’s Awards in Commemoration of the Persons 
Case at a ceremony at Government House on 
October 8, 1991. 


The Awards recognize outstanding contributions 
made by individuals towards promoting the equal- 
ity of women in Canada. Initiated in 1979 to cele- 


brate the 50th anniversary of the Persons Case, 
the Awards commemorate the lengthy political 
and legal effort waged by Canadian women, 
which culminated in the decision rendered by the 
British Privy Council on October 18, 1929, declar- 
ing Canadian women to be persons and thus eli- 
gible for appointment to the Senate. 


The recipients of this years Governor General’s 
Awards in Commemoration of the Persons Case 
are: 


Doris Anderson of Toronto, a noted journalist, 
editor, author and equal-rights activist. 


Solange Fernet-Gervais of Hérouxville, Quebec, 
well-known for her efforts on behalf of farm 
women and women working in family businesses. 


Ursula Franklin of Toronto, a distinguished 
researcher, teacher and public speaker, who has 
devoted herself to the advancement of women in 
non-traditional fields. 


_ Jane Manuel of Chase, British Columbia, a com- 


munity leader and long-time advocate of aborigi- 
nal women. 


June Menzies of Winnipeg, a champion of 
women’s interests related to family law, taxation, 
pensions, social services, employment and per- 
sonal security. - 


Nominations for the 1991 Governor General’s 
Awards in Commemoration of the Persons Case 
were submitted by individuals, women’s groups 
and other organizations from across Canada. 
Recipients were selected by an independent, six- 
member committee. O 


The 1991 Awards in Commemoration of the Persons Case: back row I. to r.: Jane Manuel, Doris Anderson, June Menzies, 
Solange Fernet-Gervais and Ursula Franklin; front row L to r.: Hon. Mary Collins, the Governor General and Mrs. Hnatyshyn, 


and Senator Solange Chaput-Rolland. 
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Partners in the Community 


“Partners in the Community” is a regular 
Perspectives feature which publicizes the activi- 
ties of voluntary groups actively promoting 
women’s well-being and advancement in society. 
For this special Perspectives issue focussing on 
violence against women, “Partners in the 
Community” highlights some of the many initia- 
tives being taken by non-governmental groups to 
deal with women-centred violence. 


The Cumberland County Transition House 
Association in Amherst, Nova Scotia is under- 
taking a research project to determine the nature 
and prevalence of dating violence among young 
people. Also planned is the development of a 
Canadian data base on dating violence from 
which intervention and prevention strategies can 
be drawn. 


The Educational Cooperative Against the 
Abuse of Women (Manitoba) Inc. in Winnipeg, 
organized a conference in June for community, 
shelter, legal and health workers to discuss 
strategies to stop violence against women. 


The Community Resource Centre of 
Goulbourn in Kanata, Ontario is planning to 


develop a peer support project to deal with abuse 
against women. This community-based volunteer 
program will have three objectives: to provide 
women with training and support to heal individu- 
ally and collectively from the consequences of 
wife abuse; to broaden the range of services 
available to abused women in the community; 
and to change societal conditions which promote 
and condone abuse against women. 


The DisAbled Women’s Network of Canada 
(DAWN Canada) has produced a manual entitled 
Meeting Our Needs: Access Manual for 
Transition Houses, which provides information on 
the victimization of women with disabilities as well 
as practical advice on how transition houses and 
sexual assault centres can better meet the needs 
of women with physical and mental disabilities. 


The Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada 
in Toronto is working on a project to raise aware- 
ness about wife abuse and to encourage the 
development of course materia! on wife assault 
for use by theological colleges in training pro- 
grams for clergy and other church workers. Oo 


Sources and Resources 


Elder abuse: Major issues from an international 
perspective is a new publication from the National 
Advisory Council on Aging, which presents an 
overview of the problem of elder abuse in Canada 
and suggests strategies for intervention and pre- 
vention. This report identifies the various types of 
elder abuse, as well as the characteristics of 
those who abuse and those who are most likely 
to be abused. It also examines some of the 
potential causes of abusive and neglectful 
behaviour. Copies in English and French are 
available free of charge, but in limited quantities, 
from: National Advisory Council on Aging, 


Ottawa, Ontario K1A OK9, telephone (613) 957-' 


1362: 


A Woman’s Guide to Surviving Sexual Assault is 
a booklet produced by the Newfoundland 
Women’s Policy Office to provide information and 
help to women who have been sexually assault- 
ed, as well as to those working with survivors of 


sexual assault. To obtain a free copy (in English 
only), send a self-addressed envelope to: 
Women’s Policy Office, P.O. Box 8700, St. 
John’s, Newfoundland A1B 4J6. 


Issues in Sexual Assault Sentencing in Nova 
Scotia is a report prepared by the Nova Scotia 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women, exam- 
ining sentencing patterns for sexual assault cases 
in the province. Single copies are available (in 
English only) by contacting: Publications, Nova 
Scotia Advisory Council on the Status of Women, 
P.O. Box 745, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 2T3, tele- 
phone (902) 424-8662. El 
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Appointments 


The federal government has made a commitment 
to increase the number of women appointed to 
decision-making positions throughout its struc- 
ture, including its boards, agencies and commis- 
sions, the senior levels of the public service, the 
judiciary, and the diplomatic corps. Recent feder- 
al appointments include: 


Lynne Golding of Toronto; Denise A. Guichon 
of Calgary; and Elaine Roy Sabourin of St. 
Jean Baptiste, Manitoba to the Canadian 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women. 


Lena Acott of Prince George, British Columbia; 
Kathy Flood of Maidstone, Ontario; and Stella E. 
T. Torontow of Ottawa to the National Capital 
Commission. 


Micheline Bouchard of St. Bruno, Quebec to the 
Board of Directors of the Canada Post 
Corporation. 


Joan-Marie Brunt of Fort Erie, Ontario to the 
Buffalo and Fort Erie Public Bridge Authority. 


Gail C. A. Cook of Islington, Ontario and 
Guylaine Saucier of Montreal as Directors of 


Petro Canada. ee 


The next issue of Perspectives will be published 
in Winter/Spring 1992. 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives is 
permitted provided source is mentioned. 
Perspectives is published quarterly by: 


Communications Directorate 
Status of Women Canada 
Suite 700 

360 Albert Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 1C3 

(613) 995-7835 

Editor: Angela McLaughlin 
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| beginning of our fifth year of publica- 
tion. The steady growth of our reader- 
ship provides us with the challenge and the 
energy to continue to offer timely and useful 
information about issues of interest to 
women in Canada. 
As we work on the 
challenges pre- 
sented in this new 
year, we will build 
on the momentum 
created by the sig- 
nificant gains 
towards women's 
achievement of full 
equality which 
were accom- 
plished in 1991. 
Last year saw the 
issue of violence 
against women 
move to the fore- 
front of not only 
public awareness and concern, but of critical- 
ly important responsive action. The federal 
government launched the Family Violence 
Initiative in February; established the 
Canadian Panel on Violence Against 
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Women; a House of Commons Committee 
studied the issue, culminating in the report 
War Against Women in June, and the gov- 
ernment's response Living Without Fear 
which was released in November: and 
December 6 was legislated as Canada's 
National Day of Remembrance and Action on 
Violence Against Women. 


These government initiatives and the many 
activities undertaken by a wide spectrum of 
groups are representative of the momentum 
building towards the goal of eradicating vio- 
lence against women in our society. Other 
related federal government initiatives in the 


past year include the passage of stricter gun- : 


control laws; legislation tightening parole 
rules for those convicted of violent crimes, 
including sexual assault; and proposed new 
sexual assault provisions to replace those 
sections of the Criminal Code overturned by 
the Supreme Court. 


The goal of women's equality was further 
advanced by other government initiatives 
put in place last year, including those 
focussing on aboriginal women and econom- 
ic development and the encouragement of 
women's participation in science and engi- 
neering. A number of national conferences 
sponsored by the government and the pri- 
vate sector in 1991 were targetted toward a 
diverse array of issues of interest to women. 
Conferences related to women and the law, 
women and mental health, and women and 
violence, were among those in which | partic- 
ipated. 
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Minister's Message (cont'd) 


As we prepare to celebrate International 
Women's Day on March 8, this day provides 
us with an ideal opportunity to consider how 
we can maximize our achievements to date 
in order to deal with the challenges before 
us. With record numbers of women not only 
making their mark in a variety of non-tradi- 
tional fields, their prominence in business, 
politics, professions, and the public service is 
steadily growing. We can take encourage- 
ment from the fact that in seeking to improve 
the status of women, we are also contributing 
to improvements in the status of society over- 
all. 


This year's celebration of our 125th anniver- 
sary as a nation makes us especially cog- 
nizant of the need to renew and reaffirm our 
union. As 1992 unfolds, each of us is called 
upon to take part in the current review of our 


future; our goal should be to see that all peo- 
ples and regions of Canada are recognized, 
and have a voice in our collective destiny as 
a nation. That goal is worth the best of our 
collective efforts. In the days and months to 
come, | encourage you to participate in any 
way you can. Our country is worth preserv- 


Mary Collins 


News in Brief 


New protections for sexual assault victims 


On December 12, 1991, Justice Minister Kim 
Campbell introduced in the House of 
Commons amendments to the Criminal Code 
provisions related to sexual assault. 


Responding to the Supreme Court of Canada © 


decision of August 22, 1991, which struck 
down the Criminal Code's "rape-shield" provi- 
sions, the proposed legislation provides new 
guidelines for determining the admissibility of 
the victim's past sexual history as evidence, 
and clearly outlines the procedures that must 


Hon. Mary Collins meeting with Dawn Black MP and 
Shirley Carr, President of the Canadian Labour Congress, 
on the occasion of the National Day of Remembrance and 
Action on Violence Against Women 


be followed in admitting such evidence. The 
new legislation also legally defines, for the 
first time, the concept of consent to sexual 
activity. 


Canadian Panel on Violence Against 
Women 


Nation-wide consultations have been initiated 
by the Canadian Panel on Violence Against 
Women in order to hear the views of 
Canadians across the country on the reality 
of violence against women and their ideas on 
solutions to the problem. Approximately 100 
Canadian communities will be visited as part 
of the consultations launched on January 19 
in British Columbia and Alberta; communities 
in Quebec were visited beginning February 
8. Consultations will get under way on 
February 29 in the Atlantic provinces;.March 
21 in Ontario; April 7 in Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba; and April 27 in the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories. These consultations 
comprise the first round of the Panel's public 
hearings. Upon the completion of this first 
round, the Panel will issue a preliminary 
report in May 1992 and will embark on a sec- 
ond consultation phase beginning in June, to 
gather further public comment on the devel- 
opment of a national action plan to eliminate 
violence against women. 
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The Canadian Panel on Violence Against 
Women was announced on August 15, 1991 
by the Honourable Mary Collins. Mandated to 
examine the issue of violence against 
women through an interactive public dialogue 
and to seek solutions related to the root 
causes of violence against women, the Panel 
is scheduled to produce its final report and 
recommendations in December 1992. For 
further information about the Panel's consul- 
tations and its other activities contact: 
Canadian Panel on Violence Against 
Women, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1K4, tele- 
phone (613) 943-2898. 


Family violence judicial training 


Justice Minister Kim Campbell and Health 
and Welfare Minister Benoit Bouchard 
announced on December 23, 1991 a federal 
Family Violence Initiative contribution of 
$114,300 to the National Judicial Institute for 
the development and delivery of a judicial 
training program on family violence. The 
training program is designed to encourage 
judicial understanding of the realities of fami- 
ly violence, including its causes and con- 
tributing factors; it is also intended to 
increase awareness among judges of the 
special needs of victims of family violence 
within the justice system. 


Violence against women discussed by UN 
Expert Group 


A United Nations Expert Group has recom- 
mended a draft Declaration on Violence 
Against Women, which would call upon UN 
member countries to condemn all forms of 
violence against women and to agree to pur- 
Sue policies to prevent, punish and eliminate 
the problem. The Expert Group meeting, held 
in Vienna, Austria, November 11-15, 1991, 
was called as a result of a resolution passed 
in March by the UN Commission on the 
Status of Women, which had recommended 
the development of an international instru- 
ment to address the issue of violence against 
women. Canada took a lead role in the for- 
mulation of this recommendation (see 
Perspectives Vol.4, No.3). The draft 
Declaration proposed by the Expert Group 
will be considered at the annual meeting of 
the UN Commission on the Status of Women 
in March, which will be attended by Kay 
Stanley, Status of Women Canada Co-ordi- 
nator, — 


Women in the Coast Guard 


Transport Canada's Coast Guard College 
began accepting female students in its 
Officer Cadet program in 1973, and to date 
has graduated 97 women, representing 16 
per cent of its total graduates. The Coast 
Guard College offers a four-year diploma in 
Nautical Science in either Navigation or 
Marine Engineering. For more information 
about the College's programs contact: The 
Registrar, Coast Guard College, Transport 
Canada, P. O. Box 3000, Sydney, Nova 
Scotia B1P 6K7. 


Workplace Equality Fund 


Labour Canada's new Workplace Equality 
Fund offers financial assistance for projects 
that focus on current or emerging workplace 
issues of concern to women. The Fund will 
assist research, studies, conferences, work- 
shops and seminars, and the production of 
printed and audio-visual materials. Priority 
will be given to demonstration and pilot pro- 
jects which help workers balance their work 
and family responsibilities. The Fund will also 
Support special interest groups that sponsor 
national and international events held in 
Canada which focus on equity in the work- 
place. Preference is given to projects which 
have a particular application to workplaces 
under federal jurisdiction. The deadline for 
applications is March 31, 1992. For more 
information contact: Workplace Equality 
Fund, Women's Bureau, Labour Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0J2, telephone (819) 
997-1500) 


Nominations for the Persons Case Awards 


Nominations are now being accepted for the 
1992 Governor General's Awards in 
Commemoration of the Persons Case. The 
annual Awards recognize outstanding contri- 
butions made by individuals towards promot- 
ing the equality of women in Canada. 
Initiated in 1979 to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Persons Case, the Awards 
commemorate the lengthy political and legal 
effort waged by Canadian women, which cul- 
minated in the decision rendered by the 
British Privy Council on October 18, 1929, 
declaring Canadian women to be persons 
and thus eligible for appointment to the 
Senate. The Governor General's Awards in 
Commemoration of the Persons Case are 
presented in a ceremony held each October 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 


in Ottawa. Nominations may be submitted by 
individuals, women's groups, community and 
business groups, and others. For more infor- 
mation about the selection criteria and nomi- 
nation procedure for the Awards contact: 
Governor General's Awards in Commemoration 
of the Persons Case, Communications 
Directorate, Status of Women Canada, Suite 
700, 360 Albert Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 
1C3, telephone (613) 995-7835. 


Military Family PHRROE Program 
announced 


The Honourable Mary Collins has announced 
the establishment of a new family support 
program which recognizes the needs of mili- 
tary spouses and families in the life of 
Canada's military community. Family 
Resource Centres will be developed at bases 
and stations across Canada. These Centres 


will be designed to respond to family needs | 


that are typical of any Canadian community, 
as well as to those special needs which arise 
from the unique demands of military life. Run 
by a voluntary and independent board of 
directors (of which a majority must be civilian 
spouses of serving military members), the 
Centres will focus on health and social 
issues, and where necessary, will assist indi- 
viduals and families in distress. In posts 
abroad, many of the functions of the Family 
Resource Centres will be carried out by a 
community co-ordinator organization. 
Funding for these support programs, the 
assurance of quality standards, and the pro- 
vision of professional and technical advice 
will be co-ordinated by a policy office at 
National Defence headquarters in Ottawa. 


-Environment Canada, 4th 


CPP entitlements for divorced women 


Very few divorced women are exercising 
their legal right to a share of their ex-hus- 
band's Canada Pension Plan (CPP) credits. 
Credit-splitting provisions have been includ- 
ed in the Canada Pension Plan since 1978 in 
recognition of the contribution made by the 
non-earning or lower-earning spouse (usually 
the woman) to the economic well-being of 
the family. The provisions were extended to 
separated common-law spouses in 1987. 
However, Health and Welfare Canada esti- 
mates that fewer than 1 in 20 eligible ex- 
spouses are exercising their legal right to 
share in this retirement income. To obtain 
more information about eligibility for credit- 
splitting under the Canada Pension Plan, 
contact the nearest Income Security Client 
Service Centre of Health and Welfare 
Canada, listed in the Government of Canada 
pages of the telephone directory. 


UN Conference on Environment and 


Development 


Up to 159 heads of state, representing the 
entire United Nations membership, will gath- 
er in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, June 1-12, 1992, 
for the UN Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED). Participants will be 
looking at ways and means of managing 
resources to help ensure both a strong econ- 
omy and a healthy environment for present 
and future generations. A national secretariat 
has been established to co-ordinate the gov- 
ernment's preparations and consultations 
with Canadians regarding this conference. 
The Canadian government's preparations for 
UNCED involve the efforts of more than 20 
government departments and agencies, 
working in co-operation with non-governmen- 
tal organizations. An interdepartmental 
Working Group on Women and -the 
Environment has been established; chaired 
by Status of Women Canada, the Working 
Group includes representatives of a number 
of federal government departments and’ non- 
governmental organizations. The federal 
government's UNCED Secretariat publishes 
a newsletter (available free of charge in 
English and French); to obtain a copy con- 
tact: National Secretariat UNCED '92, 
floor, «10 
Wellington Street, Hull, Quebec K1A OHS, 
telephone (819) 953-1420. El 
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Partners in the Community 


"Partners in the Community" is a regular 
Perspectives feature which publicizes the 
activities of voluntary groups actively promot- 
ing women's well-being and advancement in 
society. Brief descriptions of your organiza- 
tion's mandate and activities are invited for 
inclusion in future issues. 


Mothers Are Women 


Mothers Are Women (MAW) is an Ottawa- 
based organization concerned with the inter- 
ests of women who have chosen to stay at 
home with their children. The organization 
focuses on mothers at home, not so much in 
their role as parents, but as women. MAW 
sponsors workshops and discussion groups 
providing a regular forum for mothers to meet 
and discuss various issues of interest to 
women. It also has an active research and 
lobby committee, whose recent work 
includes the completion of an information 
package of resources to help women estab- 
lish and organize support/lobby groups. 
MAW publishes Homebase magazine on a 
quarterly basis. For more information con- 
tact: MAW, P.O. Box 4104, Station E, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1S 5B1, telephone (613) 722-7851. 


Women in Engineering, Science and 
Technology Conference 


The Sth Canadian Conference of Women in 
Engineering, Science and Technology will be 
held in Toronto in August 1992. The confer- 
ence will provide a forum for discussing edu- 
cational and training issues and workplace 
barriers for women, and will produce a report 
on recommendations for needed change. For 
more information contact: Dr. Evelyn Vingilis, 
c/o Addiction Research Foundation, 4th floor, 
33 Russell Street, Toronto, Ontario M5S 2S1, 
telephone (416) 595-6017. 


Patricia Allen Memorial Fund 


A fund has been established in memory of 
Patricia Allen, who was brutally killed on a 
downtown Ottawa street on November 13, 
1991. The Fund will help further the edu- 
cation of students through a scholarship 
program and will also provide resources 
for research into violence against women. 
Donations can be directed to: The Patricia 
Allen Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 192, 
Station B, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6C4. 


Sources and Resources 


The World's Women 1970-1990: Trends 
and Statistics is the first-ever compilation of 
global statistics on women gathered by vari- 
ous United Nations agencies which deal with 
economic and social affairs, children, popula- 
tion and women in developing countries. 
Produced by the UN Development Fund for 
Women and the UN Statistical Office, the 
report is available for $19.95 US (in English) 
from: United Nations Publications, Sales 
Section, 2 United Nations Plaza, New York, 
New York 10017, U.S.A., telephone 1-800- 
253-9646. 


Repertoire de femmes-ressources a 
l'Université de Montréal lists the university's 
female personnel, their qualifications and 
areas of expertise, as well as their interest in 


participating as resource persons or speak- 
ers at conferences etc. The directory is avail- 
able in French from: Comité permanent sur le 
statut de la femme à l'Université de Montréal, 
P. O. Box 6128, Station A, Montreal, Quebec 
H3C 3J7, telephone (514) 343-6663. 


Beyond Reasonable Doubt: The Influence 
of Victim Stereotypes and Social Biases 
on Police Response to Women's 
Complaints of Sexual Assault is a study 
undertaken by the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women on the factors which influence police 
decisions to lay charges in sexual assault 
complaints. Copies of the report are available 
in English from: Newfoundland and Labrador 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women, 
131 Lemarchant Road, St. John's, 
Newfoundland A13 2H3, telephone (709) 
753-7270. 
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Sources and Resources (cont'd) 


share their experiences 


and talk about the benefits 
and challenges associated 
with work in non-traditional 


occupations, 


Canada 


What About You? is a new video profiling 
the work lives of women in "non-traditional" 
occupations. Produced for Labour Canada's 
Women's Bureau to increase awareness of 
the wide range of job opportunities available 
to women, this 19-minute video highlights the 
training, work setting, experiences and aspi- 
rations of six women, including a pilot, 
research scientist, television producer, fire- 
fighter, aerospace engineer and electronics 
technician. The video is accompanied by a 
users guide to facilitate discussion sessions 
and other follow-up activities. For more infor- 
mation contact: Women's Bureau, Labour 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OJ2, telephone 
(819) 997-1551. 


Women on Violence and Against Violence 
are two videos documenting the Women in a 
Violent Society Conference held in Banff, 
Alberta May 9-12, 1991. Women on 
Violence provides an overview of events and 
speeches at the conference; Against 
Violence features the presentations made at 
the conference by Andrea Dworkin, Sandra 
Butler, Carla McKague, Shirley Turcotte, 
Kate Millett and Rosemary Brown. Both 


videos are available in English for rental or 
purchase from: Canadian Filmmakers 
Distribution West, 100-1131 Howe Street, 
Vancouver, British Columbia V6Z 2L7, tele- 
phone (604) 684-3014. 


Taking Control. Developed as part of a 
highly successful pre-employment course for 
immigrant women, this video is designed to 
help immigrant women deal with the poten- 
tially difficult situations they may encounter in 
Canadian society, including dealing with 
bureaucracy, applying for employment, and 
dealing with prejudice and discrimination. 
This 22-minute video is available for rental or 
purchase from: Arusha Centre, 233 10th 
Street NW, Calgary, Alberta T2N 1V5, tele- 
phone (403) 270-3200. 


Occupational Safety and Health Concerns 
of Canadian Women: A Background 
Paper, commissioned by Labour Canada's 


. Women's Bureau, examines the safety and 


health concerns of women, reviews the risks 
associated with selected jobs and suggests 
future research direction. Also available from 
Labour Canada is the report Women in the 
Labour Force 1990-91 which provides 
Statistics and a summary analysis of trends 
related to women's labour force participation, 
earnings, education, unionization and pen- 
sion and benefit plans. Both publications are 
free and are available in English and French 
from: Publications Distribution Centre, 
Labour Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OJ2, 
telephone (819) 995-0543. 


Our mistake 


Vol.4, No.4 of Perspectives contained a 
"Sources and Resources" reference to 
Elder abuse: Major issues from an interna- 
tional perspective. The correct title of this 
publication produced by the National 
Advisory Council on Aging is Elder abuse: 
Major issues from a national perspec- 
tive. Perspectives apologizes for the error. 
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Appointments 


The federal government has made a commit- 
ment to increase the number of women 
appointed to decision-making positions 
throughout its structure, including its boards, 
agencies and commissions, the senior levels 
of the public service, the judiciary, and the 
diplomatic corps. Recent federal appoint- 
ments include: 


Carol Moore of Toronto and Carolynne 
Presser of Winnipeg to the National Library 
Advisory Board. 


Linda Lee Oland of Halifax to the Board of 
Directors of the Asia-Pacific Foundation of 
Canada. 


Corrinne E. L. Ongman of Prince George, 
British Columbia to the Canadian Human 
Rights Tribunal Panel. 


Madeleine Panaccio of Montreal as Vice- 
Chair of the Board of Trustees of the 
National Arts Centre (re-appointment). Also 
appointed to the Board are Marie-Claire 
Levesque Morin of St-Lambert, Quebec (re- 
appointment) and Jacqueline Oland of 
Halifax. 


Marvi Ricker of London, Ontario to the 
Board of Trustees of the National Museum of 
Science and Technology (re-appointment). 


Viola Robinson of Tatamagouche, Nova 
Scotia, Mary Sillett of Happy Valley, 
Labrador and The Honourable Bertha 
Wilson of Ottawa to the Royal Commission 
on Aboriginal Peoples. 


Sally Rutherford to the Agri-Food 
Competiveness Council. 


Maureen J. Sabia as Chair of the Board of 
Directors of the Export Development 
Corporation. 


Gail Scott of Toronto and Sally Warren of 
Vancouver to the Canadian Radio-Television 
and Telecommunications Commission. 


Helen Sophie Tymoczko of Edmonton to 
the Canadian Egg Marketing Agency (re- 
appointment). 


Courtney Vuchnich of Toronto to the 
Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women. 


Darleen Weir of Courtenay, British Columbia 
to the Canada Games Council. 


Twila M. Whalen of Dalhousie, New 
Brunswick as Chair of the Veterans Appeal 
Board. 


Recent judicial appointments include: 


Nicole Bénard of Brossard, Quebec, 
Danielle Blondin-Gingras of Quebec City 
and Diane Marcelin Laurin of Mount-Royal, 
Quebec as Judges of the Quebec Superior 
Court. 


Sandra Chapnik, Nola E. Garton, Susan 
Ellen Greer and Ellen Macdonald, all of 
Toronto, Gladys I. Pardu of Sault Ste. Marie 
and Janet M. Simmons of Brampton, 
Ontario as Judges of the Ontario Court of 
Justice (General Division). 


Jacqueline L. Dorgan of Victoria and Mary 
E. Saunders of Vancouver as Judges of the 
British Columbia Supreme Court. 


Ellen Jeanne Gunn of Regina as Judge of 
the Saskatchewan Court of Queen's Bench. 


Constance D. Hunt of Calgary as Justice of 
the Alberta Court of Queen's Bench. 


Georgina Jackson of Regina as Judge of 
the Saskatchewan Court of Appeal. 


M. Anne Rowles as Justice of Appeal of the 
British Columbia Court of Appeal. 


Lawrie J. Smith of Edmonton as Justice of 
the Alberta Court of Queen's Bench. 


Recent diplomatic appointments include: 


Marie Bernard-Meunier of Noranda, 
Quebec as Ambassador to the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO). 
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Appointments (cont'd) 


Anne Marie Doyle of Toronto as 
Ambassador to the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD). 


Louise Frechette as Ambassador to the 
United Nations in New York. 


Margaret Huber as Consul General in 
Osaka, Japan. LS 


PERSPECTIVES Winter/Spring 1992 9 


Reader Survey 


As Perspectives enters its fifth year of publication with a national and international circulation 
close to 10,000, we thought it an opportune time to request your feedback as well as your Sug- 
gestions on how we can better serve the needs of our readership. Please take the time to com- 
plete this reader survey and mail or fax it to: Communications Directorate, Status of Women 
Canada, Suite 700, 360 Albert Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, fax number (613) 943-2386. 

1. Do you receive Perspectives in good condition? 


Yes No 


2. Is Perspectives: 
a. Circulated within your office/organization? 
Yes No 
b. Kept in your library/resource centre? 
c. Left in a reception area or waiting room? 


Yes No __ 


3. Does more than one person usually read your copy of Perspectives? 


Yes No 


4. Which sections of Perspectives do you find most useful? 


__ Minister's Message __ Major Articles 

__ News in Brief ___ Sources and Resources 

__ Partners in the __ Appointments 
Community 


5. Are items in Perspectives usually the right length to meet your information needs? 


Vocus Nos 
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Reader Survey (cont'd) 
6. Are items in Perspectives usually of interest to you? 
Yes No 


Comments 


7. Do you have any suggestions for articles for future issues of Perspectives? 


8. Have you ever requested more information, based on a Perspectives article? 


Yes 7 No | 


9. Have you ever ordered material mentioned in "Sources and Resources"? 


Yes _ No __ 


10. Would you like to add the name of a colleague or friend to our distribution list? 


The next issue of Perspectives will be published in Spring/Summer 1992. 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives is permitted provided source is mentioned. 
Perspectives is published quarterly by: | 


Communications Directorate 
Status of Women Canada 
Suite 700 
360 Albert Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 1C3 
(613) 995-7835 
Editor: Angela McLaughlin 
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INSIDE: Women’s History Month/Parliamentary Update 


Minister's Message 


s Canadians, we have much to cele- 
brate in marking our nation’s 125th 
birthday. 


The United Nations Human Development 
Report has ranked Canada the best country 
in the world, based on a composite of life 
expectancy, education levels and per capi 
income. 
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Canada’s women have made substantial 
progress towards equality; the federal gov- 
ernment’s designation of October as 
Women’s History Month this year further rec- 
ognizes that record of achievement. 


As for our country’s future as a renewed fed- 
eration, much will depend upon the invest- 
ment each of us is prepared to make in 
Canada. 


| have a sense that Canadians everywhere 
are demonstrating more generosity, more 
flexibility, and more patriotism than we have 
seen for a long time. We have come to real- 
ize that each of us has a responsibility for 
our shared future. 


| Know of no other country that combines the 
values of freedom, fairness and peace so 
richly, as does Canada. As Canadians, we 
continue to build and improve upon what is 
best about our country. Ultimately, the win- 
ning case for a renewed Canada is Canada 
itself — its past, its present, and its promise 


for the future. | 
C7 Giro 
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News 1n Brief 


Status of Women Ministers Meet 


Federal, provincial and territorial Ministers 
Responsible for the Status of Women were in 
Whitehorse on June 16-18 for their annual 
meeting, co-hosted by the Honourable Mary 
Collins and the Yukon Status of Women 
Minister, the Honourable Margaret Joe. 
Ministers examined six key areas: education 
and training; violence against women; gen- 
der equality in the justice system; work and 
family responsibilities; equality for women in 
the 1990's; and women and the environment. 
Ministers discussed their future roles in influ- 
encing the socialization and education of 
young women. Noting that violence against 
women is one of the greatest barriers to 
equality, Ministers reviewed the ongoing 
implementation of the Framework for a 


National Strategy on Violence Against 


Women, adopted at their annual meeting in 
1991. Ministers acknowledged that work- 
places must become more responsive to 
families, and discussed their future collabora- 
tive work with Ministers of Labour related to 


the integration of work and family responsibil- 


ities. Ministers also issued a Declaration on 
Economic Equality for Women, which states 
that a prosperous society requires the 
involvement of all women as economic 
partners. 


Two documents released at the meeting are 
available free of charge in both English and 
French. Economic Restructuring in 
Canada: Developing a Gender-Sensitive 
Analytical Framework can be obtained by 


contacting: Communications Directorate, 


Status of Women Canada, Suite 700, 360 
Albert Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, tele- 
phone (613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322. 
Violence Prevention Materials in the 
Schools is available in limited quantities by 
contacting: Manitoba Women’s Directorate, 
440-500 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba R3C 3X1, telephone 
(204) 945-0013. 


Present at the Women’s History Month announcement: 

(1. to r.) Dr. Marianne Scott, National Librarian; 

Joan Pennefather, Chair of the National Film Board and 
Government Film Commissioner; Hon. Mary Collins; and 
Dr. Jean-Pierre Wallot, National Archivist 


Women’s History Month 


The Honourable Mary Collins has announced 
that October is being designated Women’s 
History Month in Canada for the first time this 
year, as part of the celebration of Canada’s 
125th birthday. In making this announcement 
on March 9, at an event marking 
International Women’s Day, Minister Collins 
noted that the idea of Women’s History 
Month had been suggested by women’s 
Organizations and by women representing 
the academic community as a way of publicly 
recognizing the significant, but often over- 
looked, contributions of women to Canadian 
society. The month of October was chosen to 
coincide with the annual commemoration of 
the Persons Case which recognizes the 
lengthy legal and political effort which led to 
Canadian women being officially declared 
“persons” on October 18, 1929. For more 
information about Women’s History Month 
contact: Communications Directorate, Status 
of Women Canada, Suite 700, 360 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322. 


PERSPECTIVES Summer 1992 3 


News in Brief (cont'd) 


Women in Engineering 


In April, the Canadian Committee on Women 
in Engineering released it final report empha- 
sizing the need to enhance women’s pres- 
ence and participation in the engineering 
profession in Canada. The report, entitled 
More than Just Numbers, made 29 recom- 
mendations ranging from changing the 
attitudes of educators, employers and the 
engineering profession, to addressing gender 
equity issues through training programs f 
employees and management. 
Honourable Mary Collins praise 
noting, “We can no longerjust shrug off 
women’s wearepiosmighen in engineering 
in Canada. Women’s fulland equal participa- 
tion is critical in relation to our prosperity as a 
nation and our future as a society.” The 18- 
member Canadian Committee on Women in 
Engineering was composed of educators, 
employers and engineers, and was estab- 
lished by the federal government in February 
1990. Copies of the Committee’s report are 
available in English and French at a cost of 
$25 (including GST and handling) from: 
Northern Telecom-NSERC Women in 
Engineering Chair, University of 
New Brunswick, P.O. Box 4400, Fredericton, 
New Brunswick E3B 5A3, telephone 
(506) 453-4515. 


UN Declaration on Violence Against 
Women 


At the annual session of the United Nations 
Commission on the Status of Women held 
March 11-20 in Vienna, Canada introduced a 
resolution calling for the establishment of a 
working group to draft a Declaration on 
Violence Against Women. The resolution 
also requested that at the next World 
Conference on Women, to be held in China 
in 1995, the issue of violence against women 
be addressed as one of the major obstacles 
to women’s advancement. If the resolution is 
adopted by the UN Economic and Social 
Council in July 1992, a drafting group, open 
to government representatives of all UN 
member and observer countries, will be con- 
vened to further develop the Declaration on 


Violence Against Women. The group will 
expand upon the work undertaken by a UN 
Expert Group which met in November 1991 
to examine the need for an international 
instrument to address violence against 
women. 


Federal Obscenity Law Upheld 


On February 27, the Supreme Court of 
Canada issued a ruling upholding the 

minal Code’s obscenity provisions. The 
nine members of the Court unanimously 
agreed that the law’s restriction on freedom 
of expression is justifiable in order to protect 
women and children from violence and 
sexual exploitation. The Criminal Code 
defines obscenity as a publication whose 
dominant characteristic is the “undue 
exploitation of sex, or Sex and any one or 
more of the following subjects, namely crime, 
horror, cruelty and violence.” 


Date Rape 


Health and Welfare Canada’s Family 
Violence Prevention Division is contributing 
$236,000 to a national, independent study of 
violence in dating relationships among 
college and university students. Two 
Carleton University sociologists will begin the 
study in September, surveying 5,000 stu- 
dents from 40 Canadian post-secondary 
institutions and distributing a questionnaire to 
2,500 students in classroom settings. For 
more information contact: Katharine Kelly or 
Walter De Keseredy, Department of 
Sociology/Anthropology, Carieton University, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5B6, telephone 
(613) 788-2600, ext. 2582. 


Breast Implants 


A further six-month moratorium on the use of 
silicone gel breast implants was announced 
by Health and Welfare Minister Benoit 
Bouchard on April 16. This follows the 
release of a report prepared by an indepen- 
dent advisory committee of experts headed 
by Toronto specialist, Dr. Cornelia Baines. 
Minister Bouchard announced that a number 
of initiatives and consultations will be 
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Hon. Mary Collins with the Co-Chairs of the 
Canadian Panel on Violence Against Women, 
Marthe Asselin Vaillancourt (1.) and 

Pat Freeman Marshall (r.) 


undertaken in response to the committee’s 
recommendations, including a survey and an 
epidemiological study. Health and Welfare 
Canada has established this toll-free number 
for women wanting more information about 


silicone gel breast implants: 1-800-267-1238. . 


Canadian Panel on Violence Against 
Women 


The Canadian Panel on Violence Against 
Women will release its interim report in July 
after completing consultations with some 
4,000 women and men in more than 130 
communities in all of Canada’s provinces and 
territories. The report will provide an 
overview of the Panel's work and its public 
consultations. The Panel’s goal of “zero toler- 
ance” will set the stage for its second phase 
of consultations to begin this summer. The 
Panel is expected to present its final report to 
the Honourable Mary Collins in December 
1992. Copies of the Panel’s interim report will 
be available free of charge in English or 
French from: Canadian Panel on Violence 
Against Women, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1K4, 
telephone (613) 943-2898. 


Work and Family Responsibilities 


Among the items on the agenda of the April 
23 meeting of federal and provincial 
Ministers of Labour was the issue of reconcil- 
ing work and family responsibilities. 
Recognizing the increasing diversity of 
Canada’s work force and the difficulties 
experienced by workers in balancing the 
competing demands of work and family life, 
Ministers agreed on the importance of work- 
ing with labour and management to develop 
family-supportive policies and practices in 
the workplace. Ministers of Labour also 
agreed to work with Ministers Responsible 
for the Status of Women in preparing a list of 
practical options for integrating work and 
family responsibilities. 


Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples 


The Royal Commission on Aboriginal 
Peoples has initiated a series of nation-wide 
public hearings and consultations as part of 
its examination of the situation of aboriginal 
peoples in Canada. The seven-member 
Commission, co-chaired by George Erasmus 
and René Dussault, will hold hearings 
extending into mid-1993. The Commission’s 
members include three prominent women: 
Viola Marie Robinson, a native activist and 
former President of the Native Council of 
Canada; Mary Sillett, founding member of 
the National Inuit Women’s Association, 
Pauktuutit; and Bertha Wilson, the first 
woman appointed to the Supreme Court of 
Canada. Individuals and groups are invited to 
make an oral or written presentation to the 
Commission. For more information contact: 
Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples, 
P.O. Box 1993, Station “B”, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1P 1B2, telephone 1-800-363-8235 
(English, French, and Chipewyan) or ’1-800- 
387-2148 (Plains Cree, Inuktitut, and 
Ojibway). 


New Immigrant Language Training Policy 


Employment and Immigration Minister 
Bernard Valcourt has announced a new 
Language Training Policy for immigrants and 
refugees, which will make more language 


[> 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 


training available to immigrants regardless of 
their immediate labour market intentions. 
Immigrant women are a particular focus of the 
new policy which offers an expanded 
Language Instruction for Newcomers to 
Canada Program (LINC), providing basic com- 
munications skills to help newly arrived immi- 


grants integrate into the community, as well as 
the language skills needed to pursue more 
advanced training. For more information con- 
tact: Cam Dawson, Director for Settlement 
Policy, Employment and Immigration Canada, 
140 Promenade du Portage, Hull, Quebec 
K1A 0J9, telephone (819) 953-7041. ja 


Parliamentary Update 


This new Perspectives feature highlights the progress of federal legislation affecting women, 
as well as the work of Parliamentary Committees on issues of interest to women. We hope you 


will find it of interest. 


Sexual Assault Legislation 


Bill C-49, legislation that would amend the 
Criminal Code provisions on sexual assault, 
passed Third Reading in the House of 
Commons on June 15, and received Royal 
Assent on June 23. The Bill provides strict 
guidelines for determining the admissibility of 
a victim’s past sexual history as evidence in 
sexual assault trials, and clearly outlines the 
procedure to be followed in admitting such evi- 
dence. Bill C-49 also legally defines, for the 
first time, the concept of consent. 


Parole Legislation 


Bill C-36, legislation amending federal parole 
laws, was approved by Parliament on May 14 
and has been referred to the Senate. The Bill 
would allow judges to order sex offenders and 
other violent criminals to serve at least half of 
their sentences before being eligible for 
parole. (Currently, all inmates can apply for 
parole after serving one-third of their sen- 
tences.) Victims’ rights are also recognized in 
the Bill, which provides that victims can be 
informed of an offender’s prison location and 
parole status, and can attend parole hearings 
as observers. 


New F irearms Regulations 


Justice Minister Kim Campbell tabled firearm 
regulations in Parliament on March 31. These 
regulations are related to the gun-control 
legislation (Bill C-17) which was approved by 


the House of Commons in December. The 
regulations cover restrictions on the size of 
cartridge magazines, requirements for collec- 
tors of restricted firearms, firearms acquisition 
certificates, and firearms storage and trans- 
portation conditions. Minister Campbell has 
invited interested parties to comment on the 
regulations before they come into force. A 
brochure describing the proposed regulations 
is available in English and French from: 
Communications and Public Affairs, 
Department of Justice, Ottawa, Ontario, 
K1A OH8, telephone (613) 957-4222. 


Breast Cancer Study 


The House of Commons Sub-Committee on 
the Status of Women has issued a report doc- 
umenting the results of its enquiry into breast 
cancer. The Sub-Committee is chaired by MP 
Barbara Greene, and includes four other MPs 
from various parties as members: Edna 
Anderson, Mary Clancy, Dawn Black and 
Pierrette Venne. The Sub-Committee exam- 
ined epidemiological information on breast 
cancer, research and research funding, treat- 
ment options, education and detection, surgi- 
cal procedures and implants, and has made 
recommendations for a federal strategy to 
combat the disease. A copy of the Sub- 
Committee’s report is available in English or 
French from: Christine Fisher, Clerk of the 
Sub-Committee on the Status of Women, 
Wellington Building, 180 Wellington Street, 
House of Commons, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6, telephone (613) 992-6312. 
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Parliamentary Update (cont'd) 
Employment Equity Act Review 


The House of Commons’ Special Committee 
on the Review of the Employment Equity Act 
tabled its findings in Parliament on May 14. 
Among its recommendations, the Committee 
called upon the government to expand the 
coverage of the Act, levy fines for all viola- 
tions and initiate discussions with the 
provinces to standardize the way employ- 
ment-equity performance is defined and 
monitored. The government has 150 days in 


which to review and respond to the 
Committee’s recommendations. To obtain a 
copy of the Special Committee’s report (in 
English or French) contact: Monique 
Hamilton, Clerk of the Special Committee on 
the Review of the Employment Equity Act, 
Wellington Building, 180 Wellington Street, 
House of Commons, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6, telephone (613) 996-1542. L 


Partners in the Community 


“Partners in the Community” is a regular Perspectives feature which publicizes the activities of 
voluntary groups actively promoting women’s well-being and advancement in society. Brief 
descriptions of your organization’s mandate and activities are invited for inclusion in future 


issues. 
Women’s Research Centre 


The Women’s Research Centre is a 
Vancouver-based, volunteer organization 
which conducts action-oriented research pro- 
moting positive changes in women’s situa- 
tion. The Centre’s work has focussed on 


such areas as women and the economy, vio- 


lence against women, legislation and institu- 
tional change, and methods of research, 
evaluation and education. In addition to dis- 
tributing research results across Canada, the 
Centre develops and conducts workshops, 
seminars and consultations. For more 
information and a list of the Centre’s publica- 
tions contact: The Women’s Research 
Centre, 101-2245 West Broadway, 
Vancouver, British Columbia V6K 2E4, 
telephone (604) 734-0485. 


Diversity Within the Women’s Movement 
Conference | 


The Calgary Status of Women Action 
Committee is sponsoring a two-day confer- 
ence on October 23-24, 1992 in Calgary. The 
Conference will explore diversity within the 
women’s movement by focussing on themes 
celebrating women’s identity, moving towards 
alliances and creating a sense of community 
for all women. For more information, contact: 


Mutriba Din, Calgary Status of Women 
Action Committee, Room 319, 223-12 
Avenue S.W., Calgary, Alberta T2R 0GQ, 
telephone (403) 262-1873. 


Break the Cycle Sexual Abuse Campaign 


Two women survivors. of child sexual abuse, 
Terry Smith and Alyson Lockwood, will cycle 
across Canada from May to September to 
increase public awareness of child sexual 
abuse and to raise funds for the national 
Break the Cycle Foundation which supports 
programs aimed at preventing child sexual 
abuse. For more information, contact: Break 
the Cycle, Box 697, Canmore, Alberta 
TOL OMO, telephone (403) 678-6371. LJ 


Most mothers are in the labour force | : 


73% of mothers 
with children aged 
6 |S yeors 

ore in the 

labour force 
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Sources and Resources 


Canadian Women in History is a poster and 
chronology project which documents the 
accomplishments of women that are not usu- 
ally mentioned in history books. The poster, 
measuring 23” by 35”, includes information on 
the historical achievements of well over 700 
women. The 173-page chronology lists 
women’s accomplishments dating back to 
1007 in 43 classifications from artists to work- 
place hazards. Available in English only, both 
the poster (priced at $12 plus .98 GST and $2 
postage and handling) and the chronology 
($25 plus $1.89 GST and $2 postage and 
handling) can be ordered by mail from: Green 
Dragon Press, Suite 902, 135 George Street 
South, Toronto, Ontario M5A 4E8, telephone 
(416) 368-1747. 


We’re Here, Listen to Us! A Survey of 
Young Women in Canada is a report pub- 
lished by the Canadian Advisory Council on 
the Status of Women which emphasizes the 
needs of today’s young women for both inde- 
pendence and interdependence. Drawn from 
a cross-Canada survey of 3,207 students 
ranging from 13 to 16 years of age, the publi- 
cation examines the perceptions of young 
women towards themselves, their families, 
friends, school, the workplace and politics. 
Free copies of the report are available in 
English and French from: Canadian Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women, P.O. Box 
1541, Station B, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5R5, 
telephone (613) 992-4976. 


Several new resources are available from the 
Canadian Human Rights Commission. 
Equality, We All Have a Hand in It is a hana- 
book providing information about the 
Canadian Human Rights Act, the 
Commission’s complaint and redress proce- 
dures and its referral and information ser- 
vices. All Things Being Equal is a VHS-for- 
mat video which features animation, graphics 
and live action to describe pay equity in plain 
terms for general audiences. Employees’ 
rights and employers’ responsibilities are out- 
lined along with positive implications for all 


parties. The accompanying brochure, Equal 
Dollars Make Good Sense, provides infor- 
mation outlining action an individual can take 
to ensure equal pay for work of equal value in 
the federal public service and in workplaces 
under federal jurisdiction. Casebook on 
Harassment is a handbook describing the 
rights and obligations that apply in harass- 
ment situations. To obtain a free copy of these 
publications in English or French, or to borrow 
the video, contact the Commission’s regional 
offices or: Canadian Human Rights 
Commission, Tower A, Place de Ville, 320 
Queen Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1E1, tele- 
phone (613) 943-9105. 


Caring for a Living: A National Study on 
Wages and Working Conditions in 
Canadian Child Care documents the results 
of an 18-month, nation-wide survey funded by 
Health and Welfare Canada and co-spon- 
sored by the Canadian Day Care Advocacy 
Association and the Canadian Child Day Care 
Federation. The study examined conditions in 
969 Canadian child-care centres based on 
surveys conducted with 7,200 child care staff. 
Copies of the study are available in English 
and French. For pricing information contact: 
Anne Maxwell, Information Research Co-ordi- 
nator, Canadian Child Day Care Federation, 
Suite 401, 120 Holland Avenue, Ottawa, 
Ontario, K1Y OX6, telephone (613) 729-5289. 


Pelvic Inflammatory Disease, a new 
brochure published by the Canadian PID 
Society, offers a comprehensive overview of 
the disease’s causes, symptoms, conse- 
quences, remedies and preventative mea- 
sures. Sample copies of the brochure are 
available without charge in English and 
French; larger quantities are available at dis- 
count rates to cover printing and postage 
costs. Contact: Canadian PID Society, P.O. 


Box 33804, Station D, Vancouver, 
British Columbia V6J 4L6, telephone 
(604) 684-5704. LJ 
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Appointments 


The federal government has made a commit- 
ment to increase the number of women 
appointed to decision-making positions 
throughout its structure, including its boards, 
agencies and commissions, the senior levels 
of the public service, the judiciary, and the 
diplomatic corps. Recent federal appointments 
include: 


Linda Alexander of Parksville, British 
Columbia to the International Pacific Halibut 
Commission (re-appointment). 


Frances E. Baines of Georgetown, Ontario 
(re-appointment), Marilyn Comeau-Doucet of 
Metegan River, Nova Scotia, Frances 
Russell Cormier of Antigonish, Nova Scotia, 
Judith E. R. Hendin of Ottawa, Vivian Reid 


of Vancouver and Nancy Stableforth of 


Nepean, Ontario to the National Parole Board. 


Judith Baxter of Clifton Royal, New 
Brunswick (re-appointment) and Karen Marie 
Ellerback of White Rock, British Columbia to 
the Board of Trustees of the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization. 


Gail Beggs of Etobicoke, Ontario to the Great 
Lakes Fishery Commission. 


Marilyn Beyea of Fredericton to the Historic 
Sites and Monuments Board (re-appointment). 


Suzanne Brichu of Outremont, Quebec to the 
Montreal Port Corporation (re-appointment). 


Sandra Carpenter, Marcy Cohen, Susan 
Giampietri, Susan Harbin, Nancy Riche, 
Anne Stewart and Diane Wood to the 
Canadian Labour Force Development Board. 


Shirley Carr and Marilyn Lister, both of 
Ottawa, and Wendy B. McDonald of 
Burnaby, British Columbia to the International 
Trade Advisory Committee. 


Jeanne Chartier of Ste-Hyacinthe, Quebec 
and Noella Porter of Sillery, Quebec (re- 


appointment) to the National Advisory Council 
on Aging. 


Pearl Cooper of Hampstead, Quebec to the 
Canadian Chicken Marketing Agency. 


Laurence Couture of St-Anselme, Quebec to 
the Livestock Feed Board of Canada. 


Elizabeth Marie Crown of Edmonton to the 
Standards Council of Canada. 


Anne Marie Desmarais of Val d’Or, Quebec, 
Nancy Foster of Kingston, Ontario (re- 
appointment), Sylvia Gwozd of Richmond, 
British Columbia and Myrna E. Lashley of 
Nun’s Island, Quebec to the National Council 


of Welfare. 


Marie Louise Dickson of Toronto to the 
Canadian Human Rights Commission. 


Anne R. Dubin of Toronto and Jocelyne 
Pelchat of Mount-Royal, Quebec to the Board 
of Directors of Petro Canada. 


Debra Dungey of Whitehorse to the Canadian 
Advisory Council on the Status of women. 


Louise Filion of Cap-Rouge, Quebec as 
Vice-Chair of the Canadian Polar 
Commission. Also appointed to the 
Commission are Margaret Boone of Thunder 
Bay, Ontario and Elizabeth Apak Rose of 
Iqaluit, Northwest Territories. 


Jane Elizabeth Frost of Vancouver as Vice- 
Chair of the Vancouver Port Corporation (re- 
appointment). 


Gina Godfrey of North York, Ontario as a citi- 
zenship judge. 


. Dorothy Gogan of Bedford, Nova Scotia as 


Deputy Chair of the Canadian Pension 
Commission. Also appointed to the 
Commission is Nancy Donaldson of 
Charlottetown. 
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Appointments (cont'd) 


Mardele Harland of Regina and Janine 
Krieber of Outremont, Quebec to the Board 
of Directors of the Canadian Institute for 
International Peace and Security. 


Suzanne Jacques of Blainville, Quebec as 
the Canadian representative to the 
International Boundary Commission. 


Andrea Hansen Jorgenson of Toronto and 
Joyce Lynne Zemans of Toronto (re- 
appointment) to the Canada Council. 


Carole Lafrance of Montreal to the Board of 
Directors of the Canadian Commercial 
Corporation (re-appointment). 

Marcelle Lean of Richmond Hill, Ontario to 
the Board of Directors of the Canadian Film 
Development Corporation. 


Dolores Macintosh of Prince Rupert, British 
Columbia as Vice-Chair of the Prince Rupert 
Port Corporation (re-appointment). 


Jean McCloskey of Ottawa as President of 
Investment Canada. Ol 


join ee celebrations of Canada's 
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Reader Survey Results 


Perspectives wishes to thank all those who 
took the time to complete the Reader Survey 
featured in our last issue. The results were 
revealing. For example, 80 per cent of respon- 
dents stated that their copy of Perspectives is 
read by more than one person: 74 per cent 
indicated their copy is circulated within their 
office or organization; 75 per cent said it was 
kept in their library or resource centre; and 37 
per cent said it was on view in a reception 
area. On content, 91 per cent of respondents 
said they found items in our newsletter “usual- 
ly the right length to meet their information 
needs”, and 96 per cent stated they found 
Perspectives items “usually of interest”. “News 
in Brief? and “Sources and Resources” were 
identified as the most-read sections. It was 
interesting to note that 68 per cent of respon- 


dents stated they had ordered material men-. 


tioned in “Sources and Resources” and 51 per 
cent indicated they had been prompted by a 
Perspectives article to seek more information. 


New TDD Service 


Status of Women Canada has installed a 
telecommunications device for the hearing. 
impaired (TDD) which can be accessed by 
contacting (613) 996-1322. 


Many respondents added personal comments 
and several ideas were put forward for 
improving our newsletter. A wide range of sug- 
gestions were made for future articles. We’ve 
taken careful note of the views and ideas 
expressed in the Reader Survey, and they will 
be taken into account in planning future issues 
of Perspectives — and in formulating Status of 
Women Canada’s other information and com- 
munication programs. In this newsletter issue, 
for instance, we’ve initiated a feature to help 
keep our readers informed about the progress 
of federal legislation, and we’re including more 
resource contacts to aid those seeking addi- 
tional information about a specific topic. In 
the months to come, we will continue to look 
for more ways to better serve the needs 
of our readership. Your continued interest is 


appreciated! O 


The next issue of Perspectives will be 
published in the fall of 1992. 
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INSIDE: Measuring the Dimensions of Women’s Equality 


Minister s Message 


Minister Collins presenting a cheque from the Secretary of 
State Women’s Program for Women’s History Month to 
Sharon Cook and Ruby Heap of the Canadian Committee 
on Women's History 


n 1992, many Canadians made a 
remarkable personal investment in our 
identity as a nation. 


Canada 125 was a recognition of our 
achievements as a nation, as well as a cele- 
bration of our pride as a people. In October, 
we marked Canada’s first-ever Women's 
History Month, in honour of the contribu- 
tions of women, past and present, to 
Canadian society. In 1992, all«Canadians 
also had a direct say in determining how 
they should be governed, as part of the 


Mike Pinder 


most open and democratic process ever put 
in place to determine our nation’s constitu- 
tional future. 


For many of us, our close identification with 
Canada’s nationhood this year is reminiscent 
of 1967, our Centennial year, when we invit- 
ed the entire world to share our celebrations 
of Canada’s 100th birthday. For the women 
of Canada, 1967 was also an important 
watershed in our progress towards equality: 
in February of that year, the Royal 
Commission on the Status of Women was 
established. 


By any measure, women have made sub- 
stantial advances towards equality since 
1967. 


Today, women represent 45 per cent of 
Canada’s labour force, compared to less than 
one-third in our Centennial year. Women’s 
average incomes have increased by 74 per 
cent in that 25-year span in inflation-adjusted 
dollars, versus a 28.5 per cent comparable 
increase in the incomes of men. 


At the time of the Royal Commission’s estab- 
lishment, a woman could not open a bank 
account without her husband’s signature; 

ic 
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Minister's Message (cont'd) 


today, women are proving their indepen- 
dence and self-sufficiency in myriad ways: 
women own nearly 25 per cent of all regis- 
tered Canadian businesses with paid 
employees, 23,000 women are sole propri- 
etors of farms in Canada, and women now 
account for 55 per cent of undergraduates at 
our universities and 45 per cent of masters 
degree candidates. 


When the report of the Royal Commission 
on the Status of Women was tabled in 
Parliament in 1970, only one woman occu- 
pied a seat in the House of Commons. 
Today, there are 40 women MPs and 15 
women Senators. Within the federal govern- 
ment, 24 women serve at the deputy minis- 
ter level. The number of women in the feder- 
ally appointed judiciary now stands at 105. 


As a result of the Royal Commission’s rec- 


ommendations, governments at the federal : 


and provincial-territorial levels have passed 
human rights legislation, appointed Ministers 
Responsible for the Status of Women, creat- 
ed government offices to deal with women’s 
issues, and established advisory councils on 
the status of women. 


Sex discrimination is now prohibited under 
labour legislation in all parts of Canada; 
maternity and parental benefits are available 
under unemployment insurance; laws have 
been passed which provide for a more equi- 


table disposition of family assets upon mar- 
riage dissolution. Employment equity policies 
are in place in most jurisdictions, as is legis- 
lation governing equal pay for work of equal 
value. Women are now members of the 
RCMP, and they are serving in all occupa- 
tions and units of the Canadian Armed 
Forces, with the single exception of subma- 
rine duty. 


The real story of the Royal Commission on 
the Status of Women is the motivation and 
commitment it instilled among Canadians to 
further pursue women’s equality. Substantial 
progress has been made in the 25 years 
since the Royal Commission’s establish- 
ment, but much still remains to be done. The 
challenge facing us today is to complete the 
task of ensuring that the women of this coun- 
try have the freedom to be all they want to 
be. 


To all of you across Canada, who are contin- 
uing the effort to achieve women’s equality, | 
extend my best wishes and those of the staff 
of Status of Women Canada, for an enjoy- 
able holiday season and for the fulfillment of 
your hopes and goals for 1993. 


PET OS 


Mary Collins 
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Measuring the Dimensions of Equality 


The November 1984 Speech from the Throne made a clear statement of the federal govern- 
ments commitment to equality for women. Under the themes of Social Justice, Participation 
and Access, Constructive Internationalism, and Economic Equality, the federal government 
pledged to work to create the conditions that would enable women to achieve equal opportuni- 
ties, equal access and equal benefits in the society they share with men. 


This edition of Perspectives begins a three-part review of the federal government's record on 
issues of concern to women since 1984. 


i issues are aco major determinants ot 


the quality of. life enjoyed by women, and. 
are key to openin 
prospects for women | 
: ey individually aspire. 


© Equality Rights 


In April 1985, section 15 of the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms came into 
effect, guaranteeing the equality of all 
Canadians before and under the law, and 
their right to the equal protection and benefit 
of the law without discrimination on a num- 
ber of grounds, one of which is sex. A further 
provision of section 15 confirms the legality 
of affirmative action programs. 


Legislation passed in June 1985 brought 
approximately 50 federal statutes in line with 
the Charter’s equality provisions. In March 
1986, in response to the recommendations 
of the Parliamentary Sub-Committee on 
Equality Rights, the federal government 
made a number of commitments to affirm 
and reinforce women’s equality rights, 
including expanding the role of women in the 
Canadian Forces, increasing the number of 
women appointed to the judiciary and to fed- 
eral boards and commissions, and bolstering 
efforts to implement pay equity. 


up a full ae 


Q Family Law 


Canada’s divorce law was substantially 
changed as a result of legislation passed in 
January 1986. In addition to establishing 
marriage breakdown as the sole ground for 
divorce, the revised law sets new criteria for 
support and custody orders, in recognition of 
the evolving reality of modern family struc- 
tures. A further amendment to the Divorce 
Act which came into force in August 1990 
prevents the granting of a divorce where one 
of the parties refuses to participate in the 
Get, the Jewish religious divorce. 


Legislation adopted by Parliament in January 
1986 provides for the release of information 
in certain federal data banks to assist in 
locating persons in default or breach of 
support, custody and access orders, and 
permits the garnishment of federal payments 
to enforce support orders. In May 1992, tech- 
nical amendments were tabled in the House 
of Commons to simplify procedures related 
to obtaining and enforcing such orders. 


As part of its Family Law Reform Initiative 
announced in June 1991, the federal govern- 
ment has launched public consultations on 
the issues of child support, spousal support 
and access and custody. Research reports 
examining the child support system in 
Canada, potential alternatives, and the tax 
and other financial implications of child sup- 
port guidelines have been released, as well 
as an economic model to assist in the deter- 
mination of spousal support. A discussion 
paper and public consultations on custody 
and access issues are also planned. 
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Dimensions of Equality (cont'd) 
Q Women and the Justice System 


In November 1987, the federal government 
announced a series of measures to assist 
victims of crime, including Criminal Code 
amendments intended to make the criminal 
trial and sentencing process more respon- 
sive and sensitive to the needs of victims. 


The Corrections and Conditional Release 
Act, which came into force in November 
1992, makes it possible for judges to order 
sex offenders and other violent criminals to 
serve at least half their sentences before 
being eligible for parole, and also provides 
that victims can be informed of an offender’s 
prison location and parole status, and can 
attend parole hearings as observers. A Bill to 
establish principles of sentencing in the 
Criminal Code was tabled in the House of 
Commons in June 1992. 


A federal-provincial/territorial working group 
was established in June 1990 to review 
gender bias in the justice system. As part 
of this review, the federal government hosted 


the National Symposium on Women, the Law . 


and the Administration of Justice in June 
1991, which brought together judges, aca- 
demics, representatives of women’s groups, 
government officials and other experts. As a 
result of these consultations, proposals for 
action to promote gender equality in the jus- 
tice system are under active consideration at 
all levels. 


The federal government announced in 
September 1990 the closure of the Prison 
for Women in Kingston, as recommended 
by the Task Force on Federally Sentenced 
Women. A total of five new regional facilities 
will be constructed, including an aboriginal 
healing lodge; halfway houses and other 
community services for women will also be 
expanded and improved. Implementation of 
these initiatives is targetted for 1994. 


Q Family Violence 


Since 1986, the federal government has 
undertaken three major initiatives related 
to family violence. 


The Child Sexual Abuse Initiative, begun in 
1986, provided a five-year allocation of fund- 
ing for research and public education pro- 
grams. Companion legislation which came 
into effect in January 1988 redefines the 
crime of child sexual abuse, increases the 
penalties for offences and facilitates court 
proceedings for abuse victims. The legisla- 
tion provides for a review of the effectiveness 
of the law in 1993. Extensive national consul- 
tations on child sexual abuse were undertak- 
en in 1988-89, resulting in a report released 
in June 1990 which contained 74 recommen- 
dations for addressing child sexual abuse in 


. Canada. As part of its response, the federal 


government has established a Children’s 
Bureau and designated the Minister of 
National Health and Welfare as minister with 
special responsibility for children. 


In 1988, a four-year Family Violence Initiative 
was put in place to support public education, 
emergency housing, training and community 
action. With a focus on the abuse of children 
and women, the Initiative was extended in 
February 1991 for a further four years. 


To date, over 1300 projects have been fund- 
ed under the 1986 Child Sexual Abuse 
Initiative and the 1988 and 1991 Family 
Violence Initiatives, including the establish- 
ment of 453 additional units of emergency 
housing for assaulted women and their chil- 
dren (another 250 emergency and interim 
housing units are planned); the announce- 
ment of funding for a network of centres of 
excellence to research family violence and 
violence against women; training and aware- 
ness-building on family violence issues for 
judges, RCMP and Correctional Service and 
Parole Board staff; funding for prevention, 
treatment and intervention programs in abo- 
riginal communities; as well as a variety of 
data collection and public education 
activities. 
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Dimensions of Equality (cont'd) 


2 Violence Against Women 


Federal and provincial/territorial Ministers 
Responsible for the Status of Women have 
focussed on violence against women as a 
crucial issue for several years. At their 1990 
annual meeting, Ministers issued the Lake 
Louise Declaration on Violence Against 
Women and in June 1991 Ministers released 
a framework for a national strategy to deal 
with the issue. 


In August 1991, the federal government 
announced the establishment of the 
Canadian Panel on Violence Against 
Women. The Panel, including the Aboriginal 
Circle, is mandated to examine the issue of 
violence against women through an interac- 
tive public dialogue, to seek solutions related 
to the root causes of violence against 
women, and to produce a report and recom- 
mendations which focus on preventive mea- 
sures. During the first phase of its activities 
(September 1991 to May 1992), the Panel 
and the Aboriginal Circle visited 139 commu- 
nities across Canada meeting with over 
1,500 groups and 4,000 individuals. It issued 
a progress report in August 1992, which 
reported on its consultations and proposed 
broad areas for change. It is expected that 
the Panel’s final report will be presented to 
the Minister Responsible for the Status of 
Women in early 1993. 


Violence against women was also the sub- 
ject of hearings conducted by the House of 
Commons Sub-Committee on the Status of 
Women, which released its report in June 
1991. The government's response, Living 
Without Fear, issued in November 1991, 
reviewed federal government initiatives in 
the area. 


Legislation designating December 6 as a 
National Day of Remembrance and Action 
on Violence Against Women was passed 
in the House of Commons in October 1991. 


Legislation strengthening Canada’s gun 
control laws was proclaimed in December 
1991. The Criminal Code provisions related 
to sexual assault have also been amended: 


legislation which came into force in August 
1992 provides strict guidelines for determing 
the admissibility of a victim’s past sexual his- 
tory as evidence and also legally defines, for 
the first time, the concept of consent. 


2 Child Care 


The federal government’s support of child 
care in Canada totals approximately $1 bil- 
lion a year, through tax credits and deduc- 
tions, training allowances, expenditures 
under the Child Care Initiatives Fund, and 
the federal share of expenditures under the 
Canada Assistance Plan. 


In December 1987, the federal government 
announced enhanced tax assistance for 
families with young children, including 
supplementation of the child tax credit, and a 
doubling of the child care expense deduc- 
tion. The February 1992 federal budget 
further increased the child care expense 
deduction to $5,000 for children seven and 
under and those with special needs, and to 
$3,000 for older children up to age 15. The 
budget also announced a new Child Benefit 
which will replace the family allowance and 
child tax credit in 1993 with an enriched tax- 
free monthly payment targetted towards 
low- and middle-income families. 


The Child Care Initiatives Fund, put in 
place in April 1988, has a seven-year man- 
date to encourage innovation in child care 
services. To date, the Fund has supported 
over 400 national and community-based pro- 
jects. 


The “Brighter Futures” federal initiative for 
children announced in May 1992 contains 
provisions for a new Child Development 
Initiative to reduce conditions of risk for 
children, through the support of measures 
aimed at prevention, protection and 
promotion. 


Q Housing 


Through the Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation, the federal government pro- 
vides funds to the provinces and territories to 
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Dimensions of Equality (cont'd) 


assist Canadians who have difficulty finding 
affordable housing. In 1991-92, it is estimated 
that federally sponsored housing 
programs assisted approximately 680,000 
households, which include about 500,000 
children, many in families led by female lone 
parents. 


In 1986, the federal government introduced 
a new National Direction for Housing 
Solutions, to better target housing assis- 
tance to those in greatest need. Women 
have been the main beneficiaries of this 
revised policy, since they are the majority of 
those with core housing needs. 


As part of its Family Violence Initiatives, the 
federal government has funded up to 700 
additional shelter units for battered women 
and their children. The federal government 
continues to contribute a 50 per cent share 
of the operating costs of emergency shelters 
and hostels, through the Canada Assistance 
Plan. 


© Health 


In 1987, the federal government released a 
framework for health promotion called 


“Achieving Health for All”. With a special . 


focus on women’s health needs, the frame- 
work and its companion paper, “Striking a 
Balance” issued in 1988, recognize that 
socio-economic and environmental condi- 
tions are key to understanding and address- 
ing physical and mental health issues. 


A five-year plan of action setting policy and 


program directions for health and welfare 


issues related to women has been put in 
place for 1990-95, continuing the themes of 
the previous plan of action based on the 
Forward-looking Strategies for the 
Advancement of Women agreed to at the 
United Nations World Conference on 
Women held in Nairobi in 1985. Women’s 
health has also been the focus of efforts 
undertaken by federal-provincial/territorial 
Ministers Responsible for the Status of 
Women, who in April 1990 released a frame- 
work for the development of women’s health 
policies and programs. 


The federal government established a Royal 
Commission on New Reproductive 
Technologies in October 1989, with the 
mandate to enquire into and report on cur- 
rent and potential medical and scientific 
developments related to new reproductive 
technologies. The Royal Commission has 
held public hearings across Canada, as well 
as theme-oriented consultations, and has 
also undertaken an extensive research pro- 
gram. A summary of the Royal Commission's 
hearings was issued in September 1991, 
and its final report is expected in the summer 
of 1993. 


Among the issues addressed by the federal 
government’s 1990 National Strategy on HIV 
Infection and AIDS was the impact of the 
disease on women. A further initiative under- 
taken that same year was the production of 
a document focussing specifically on 


~ Women and AIDS, which provided a frame- 


work to guide federal action to the year 
2000. An AIDS Secretariat has been estab- 
lished within Health and Welfare Canada to 
coordinate federal government activities in 
this area. 


A six-month moratorium on the use and sale 
of silicone gel breast implants was imposed 
by the federal government in January 1992. 
In February, an independent advisory com- 
mittee was established to review existing 
research on silicone breast implants and to 
advise the government on their use and reg- 
ulation. As a result of the committee’s rec- 
ommendations, a further moratorium on the 
use of silicone breast implants was 
announced in April, as well as the com- 
mencement of both a national survey of 
women who have used breast implants and 
a long-term epidemiological study to track 
the health of women who received implants 
between 1974 and 1989. . 


An examination of breast cancer was 
undertaken by the House of Commons Sub- 
Committee on the Status of Women. In its 
report, published in June 1992, the 
Committee made 49 recommendations 
focussing on the need for more research and 
better public awareness. A federal govern- 
ment working group has been established to 
review the recommendations. 
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Dimensions of Equality (cont'd) 


Fetal Alcohol Syndrome has also been the 
Subject of a review by a House of Commons 
Committee. As a result of the Committee’s 
recommendations, the federal government 
announced in June 1992 that it is examining 
a pilot program of warning labels on alco- 
holic beverage containers and that additional 
information materials on Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome will be produced. A symposium 
was convened in October to elicit input from 
provincial-territorial governments, profes- 
sionals, aboriginal groups and the public on 


the implementation of initiatives to counter 
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. 


Since 1984, the federal government has 
demonstrated its commitment to women’s 
equality by implementing a variety of legisla- 
tive and program initiatives dedicated to 
women’s advancement. The next issue of 
Perspectives will focus on the federal gov- 
ernments record on issues of concern to 
women within the themes of Constructive 
Internationalism and Participation and 
ACCess. LJ 


News in Brief 


1992 Governor General’s Awards in 
Commemoration of the Persons Case 


His Excellency the Right Honourable Ramon 
John Hnatyshyn presented the 1992 
Governor General’s Awards in Com- 
memoration of the Persons Case at a cere- 
mony at Government House on October 20, 
1992. 


The Awards recognize outstanding contribu- 
tions made by individuals towards promoting 
the equality of women in Canada. Initiated in 
1979 to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
Persons Case, the Awards commemorate 


the lengthy political and legal effort waged 
by Canadian women, which culminated in 
the decision rendered by the British Privy 
Council on October 18, 1929, declaring 
Canadian women to be persons and thus eli- 
gible for appointment to the Senate. 


Nominations for the Awards were submitted 
by individuals, women’s groups and other 
Organizations across Canada. Recipients 
were selected by an independent, seven- 
member committee. 


The recipients of the 1992 Governor 
General’s Awards in Commemoration of the 
Persons Case are: > 


Mike Pinder 


The 1992 Awards in Commemoration of the Persons Case: back row I. to r.: 
Shirley Robinson, Doreen Orman, Shelagh Wilkinson, Dorothy Reitman and 
Sandra Lovelace Sappier; front row 1. to r.: Hon. Mary Collins, the Governor 
General and Mrs. Hnatyshyn, and Senator Mabel Deware 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 


Sandra Lovelace Sappier of Perth, New 
Brunswick, a Malaseet Indian who chal- 
lenged discriminatory provisions of the 
Indian Act which deprived aboriginal women 
of their status when they married non- 
Indians. Instrumental in bringing the case 
before the United Nations Human Rights 
Commission, she also lobbied for the 1985 
legislation which reinstated the rights of 
Indian women in Canada. 


Doreen Orman of Calgary, Alberta, an 
advocate of women’s leadership in voluntary 
Organizations at community, national and 
international levels. As a senior executive 
with the YWCA and the Canadian Council 
for International Cooperation, she has initiat- 
ed programs aimed at improving living con- 
ditions for disadvantaged women and their 
children in Canada and the developing 
world. 


Dorothy Reitman of Montreal, Quebec, a 
community leader who has initiated self- 
improvement programs for women, opening 
roads to their empowerment. She encour- 
aged women’s political involvement by 
establishing a coalition of the leaders of 
Montreal women’s groups aimed at fostering 
dialogue and trust among women of different 


cultures in Quebec. She was the first female _ 


president of the Canadian Jewish Congress. 


Shirley M. Robinson of Gloucester, 
Ontario, well-known for her efforts to 
improve and enhance the role and opportu- 
nities of women in the Canadian Armed 
Forces during her 30-year military career. 
Now retired from active service, she has 


continued her efforts as co-founder of the. 


Association for Women’s Equity in the 
Canadian Forces. 


Shelagh Wilkinson of Toronto, Ontario, a 
scholar, teacher and community activist who 
founded the Women’s Studies program at 
York University and was founding director of 
York’s Centre for Feminist Research. She 
designed and implemented the Bridging 
Program at York’s Atkinson College which 
has allowed hundreds of disenfranchised 
women access to university. She continues 
to raise issues of concern to women as gen- 
eral editor of the national scholarly journal 
Canadian Women’s Studies/les cahiers 
de la femme, a publication she established 
in 1978. 


For information about the nominations pro- 
cess for the 1993 Governor General’s 
Awards in Commemoration of the Persons 
Case, contact: Communications Directorate, 
Status of Women Canada, Suite 700, 360 
Albert Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, tele- 
phone (613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322. 


Making HERstory 


From coast to coast in October, events were 
held to celebrate Canada’s first annual 
Women’s History Month, as declared by the 
Honourable Mary Collins earlier this year. 


Celebrating Women's History Month in Newfoundland: The 
Untold Story Garden Party, October 4, 1992 


Hundreds of organizations and individuals took 
the initiative to organize activities in recognition 
of the significant, but often overlooked, contri- 
butions of women of all origins to Canada — 
past and present. Activities ranged from book 
launches to suffragist garden parties, archival 
displays to film nights, newsletters to leader- 
ship seminars. 


The theme of this first Women's History Month 
was “Living History: Ask Your Foremother 
About HERstory”. Canadians were urged to 
ask their grandmothers, aunts or mothers 
about their lives and memories, and to record 
them. In this way, Canadians would be adding 
new pages to the records of Canada and help- 
ing to chronicle the history that is being made, 
each and every day, by the women of Canada. 


The idea for Women's History Month originated 
with the Canadian Women’s History Month 
Committee in Victoria, B.C.. October was 
chosen to coincide with the annual 
commemoration of the Persons Case of 1929. 


= 


Solidart Photo 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 


1995 World Conference Preparations 


On June 4, the Honourable Mary Collins met 
with representatives of national women’s 
groups to exchange information and begin 
dialogue on preparations for the Fourth 
United Nations World Conference on 
Women and parallel NGO Forum scheduled 
to take place in Beijing, China in September 
1995. Reviewing recent government initia- 
tives for women, participants also drew up 


Canadian priorities for the World 
Conference. They called for close links 
between governments and NGOs and 
stressed that preparations must reflect 
Canada’s cultural diversity. The main pur- 
pose of the World Conference will be to 
review progress made in implementing the 
Forward-looking Strategies for the 
Advancement of Women which were adopt- 
ed at the 1985 World Conference on Women 
in Nairobi, Kenya. Oo 


Partners in the Community 


“Partners in the Community” is a regular Perspectives feature which publicizes the activities of 
voluntary groups actively promoting women’s well-being and advancement in society. Brief 
descriptions of your organization’s mandate and activities are invited for inclusion in future 


issues. 


Women’s Enterprise Bureau 


The Women’s Enterprise Bureau promotes 
entrepreneurship among women in 
Newfoundland and Labrador with a view to 
improving the economic position of women 
in society. Providing services in business 
counselling and referral, training, research 
and networking, the Bureau has assisted in 
the creation of 213 new businesses and con- 
ducted 544 information/training sessions. 
With six offices located across the province, 
the Bureau’s mandate also includes raising 
the profile of businesswomen and encourag- 
ing the recognition of the substantive and 
growing economic role that women are play- 
ing in the province. The Women’s Enterprise 
Bureau is funded by the Atlantic Canada 
Opportunities Agency and the Canada 
Employment and Immigration Commission 
Youth Strategy and Jobs Strategy Programs. 
For more information, contact: Women’s 
Enterprise Bureau, 85 Water Street, St. 
John’s, Newfoundland A1C 1A5, telephone 
(709) 754-5555. 


A Cappella: The Response 


The Canadian Teachers’ Federation has 
developed a six-part national program to 


help schools and communities address the 
problems that young women encounter in 
society. The program was created in 
response to the Federation’s 1991 A 
Cappella report which outlined the academ- 
ic, career and life aspiration barriers that 
young women face because of their gender. 
Highlights of the program include a national 
consultation involving education, business, 
labour, women’s groups and community 
organizations, three regional workshops, 
and publication of an action guide outlining 
strategies, programs and resources. For 
more information, contact: Heather-jane 
Robertson, Director of Professional 
Development, Canadian Teachers’ Federa- 
tion, 110 Argyle Street, Ottawa, Ontario K2P 
1B4, telephone (613) 232-1505. 


Women’s Monument Fund 


The Women’s Monument Fund is soliciting 
donations for the construction of a monu- 
ment in Ottawa’s Minto Park which will pay 
tribute to women living with abuse and those 
who have died because of violence. For 
more information or to make a donation, 
contact: Women’s Monument Fund, P.O. 
Box 52052, 41 York Street, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1N 5S0, telephone (613) 729-8980. C] 
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Sources and Resources 


Fact Sheets: Forward-looking Strategies 
for the Advancement of Women: Issues 
and the Canadian Situation (1992) pro- 
vides an updated overview of federal gov- 
ernment initiatives for women in the context 
of the Forward-looking Strategies adopted 
by United Nations member countries at the 
1985 Nairobi World Conference on Women. 
Copies are available in English or French 
from: Communications Directorate, Status of 
Women Canada, Suite 700, 360 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322. 


Expanding Choices: Math and Science 
Programs for Girls and Women is an 
annotated inventory of programs and associ- 
ated resource materials currently in use in 
Canada to teach science and mathematics 
to girls and young women. Developed by 
the Nova Scotia Women’s Directorate and 
intended for the use of educators, the collec- 
tion features detailed information on 92 pro- 
grams offered by public schools, post-sec- 


ondary institutions and community groups. - 


Copies of the report will be available in 
January in English or French from: 
Communications Directorate, Status of 
Women Canada, Suite 700, 360 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, TDD*(613) 996-1322; 


An Economic Model to Assist in the 


Determination of Spousal Support is a 
report jointly funded by the Department of 
Justice and Status of Women Canada which 
examines and attempts to quantify the eco- 
nomic advantages and disadvantages to 
spouses of marriage and its breakdown. 
Copies of the report are available in English 
or French from: Communications Direct- 
orate, Status of Women Canada, Suite 700, 
360 Albert Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, 
telephone (613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996- 
1222 


Un savoir à notre image? critiques fémi- 
nistes des disciplines is a collection of 
essays by 19 feminist authors which exam- 
ine the situation of women in such fields as 
literature, political science, music, pyscho- 
analysis, architecture, history, biology, theol- 
ogy and law. The essays chronicle women’s 
struggle to combat sexism while re-interpret- 
ing and re-defining traditional theories to bet- 
ter reflect the feminist perspective. Copies 
are available in French at a cost of $30.00 
(plus GST and $2.00 for shipping) from: 
Editions Adage, 12306 O’Brien Boulevard, 
Montreal, Quebec H4J 124, telephone (514) 
336-2938. 


_ Tantoo is a video profiling the life and career 


of aboriginal actress Tantoo Cardinal, best 
known for her role in the acclaimed film 
“Dances With Wolves”. Part of the “My 
Partners, My People” series on Canada’s 
aboriginal people, the half-hour documentary 
was produced by Great Plains Productions 
and outlines Cardinal’s 20-year career in 
radio, theatre, television and film. The 
English-language VHS video can be pur- 
chased for $275 (plus taxes and shipping) or 
rented for $55 (plus taxes and shipping) 
from: Merrie Christoff, Filmwest Associates 
Distribution Limited, 2399 Hayman Road, 
P.O. Box 1437, Kelowna, British Columbia 
V1Y 7V8, telephone (604) 769-3399. 


The 1992 Directory of Canadian 
Rehabilitation Services lists 193 private 
and public rehabilitation services available in 
Canada and the benefits they offer. The 
Directory includes information on mandates, 
services, eligibility criteria, and fees on a 
province-by-province basis and is a useful 
resource for consumers, service providers 
and insurance personnel. The Directory is 
available in English at a cost of $22.95 (plus 
GST and $3.00 for shipping) from: Canadian 
Rehabilitation Council for the Disabled, Suite 
801, 45 Sheppard Avenue East, Toronto, 
Ontario M2N 5W9, telephone (416) 
229-1371. 


= 
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Sources and Resources (cont'd) 


Reduce the Risk: A Woman’s Guide to 
Practical Strategies for Avoiding Assault 
and Enhancing Personal Safety is a 12- 
page booklet which stresses awareness, 
avoidance, assertiveness and action as keys 
to reducing the risks of violence against 
women and their children. Written and com- 
piled by a senior instructor for Women 
Educating in Self-Defense Training, the 
Guide provides safety tips on how women 
can minimize the potential for assault while 
engaging in everyday activities. Copies of 
the English-language booklet are available 
for a donation of $2.00 from: Women 
Educating in Self-Defense Training, 2349 St. 
Catherines Street, Vancouver, British 
Columbia V5T 3X8, telephone (604) 876- 
6390. El 


Presque quatre millions de 
Canadiennes et de Canadiens 
sont handicapés .. Pensez à 
l'accès de ces personnes aux 
immeubles lors de la conception, 
de la rénovation et de la 
construction d'édifices. 


Close to four million Canadians 
have disabilities...remember 
access needs when designing, 
renovating and building. 


La Commission canadienne des 
droits de la personne 


The Canadian Human Rights 
Commission 


Appointments 


The federal government has made a commitment to increase the number of women 
appointed to decision-making positions throughout its structure, including its boards, 
agencies and commissions, the senior levels of the public service, the judiciary, and 
the diplomatic corps. Recent federal appointments include: 


Pamela G. Appelt of Oakville, Ontario and 
Teresa Barreiro of Toronto re-appointed as 
Citizenship Court Judges. 


Kathleen Hilda Beatson of Winnipeg; 
Danie Couture of Arthabaska, Quebec; 
Donna L. Dahmer of Elk Point, Alberta; 
Claire Dubé of Baie-St-Paul, Quebec; 
Jeanne Foster of Kitchener, Ontario; 
Mayann Elizabeth Francis of Halifax: 
Mildred Rosella Noiles of Amherst, Nova 
Scotia; and Gulistan Shariff of West 
Vancouver, British Columbia to the Canadian 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women. 


Agnes J. Bishop of Winnipeg to the Atomic 
Energy Control Board (re-appointment). 


Martha Blackburn and Wendy McDonald 
to the Advisory Committee for Business/ 
Government Executive Interchange. 


Gilda Yvonne Bressette of Forest, Ontario: 
Judy Cooko-Whiteduck of Maniwaki, 
Quebec; Ruth K. Corbett of Kakabeka Falls, 
Ontario; and Minnie Grey of Kuujjuaq, 
Quebec to the Eastern Aboriginal Economic 
Development Board. 


Jeannine Caron-Giasson of l'Islet-sur-Mer, 
Quebec to the Farm Credit Corporation. 


Patricia |. Danforth of Regina, Saskat- 
chewan to the National Transportation 
Agency. 


Julie Davis of Agincourt, Ontario and Kay 
Nandlall of Fredericton re-appointed as 
Directors of the International Centre for 
Human Rights and Democratic Devel- 
opment. 
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Recent judicial appointments include: 


Rosalie Abella of Toronto as Judge of the 
Ontario Court of Appeal. 


Margaret A. Cameron of St. John’s as 
Judge of the Appeal Division of the 
Newfoundland Supreme Court. 


Carole Conrad of Calgary as Judge of the 
Alberta Court of Appeal. 


Marie Deschamps of Montreal as Judge of 
the Quebec Court of Appeal. 


Nicole Duval-Hessler and Pierrette 
Sévigny-McConomy, both of Montreal, as 
Judges of the Superior Court for the District 
of Montreal. 


Catherine Anne Fraser of Edmonton as 
Chief Justice of Alberta and Chief Justice of 
the Court of Appeal for the Northwest 
Territories. 


Lynne C. Leitch of London, Ontario; Karen 
Weiler; and Janet N. Wilson of Toronto as 
Judges of the Ontario Court of Justice 
(General Division). 


Donna C. McGillis of Ayimer, Quebec as 
Judge of the Federal Court of Canada. 


Jo-Ann Prowse as Judge of the British 
Columbia Court of Appeal. 


Elizabeth Roscoe of Halifax as Judge of the 
Nova Scotia Court of Appeal. (al 


The next issue of Perspectives will be 
published in the spring of 1993. 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives 
is permitted provided the source is men- 
tioned. Perspectives is published by: 


Communications Directorate 
Status of Women Canada 
Suite 700 

360 Albert Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 1C3 


TEL: (613) 995-7835 
TDD: (613) 996-1322 
FAX: (613) 943-2386 


Editor: Angela McLaughlin 
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Inside: International Women's Day 


Minister's Message 


( 


Hon. Mary Collins with Chief Emeka Anyaoku, Secretary-# à 
General of the Commonwealth 


|A 


C 


“Women’s Rights are Human Rights” is the 
theme chosen as Status of Women 
Canada’s focus for International Women’s 
Day this year, to tie in with the United 
Nations World Conference on Human 
Rights taking place in Vienna, Austria in 
June 1993 — the first such conference in 
25 years. 


world in celebrating international 
Women’s Day on March 8. ~~ 


The United Nations adopted the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, and 


anada and Canadians ‘will join ré 


Mike Pinder 


the Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women in 
1979. However, we know that in spite of 
these statements of human rights, in many 
parts of the world women and girls continue 
to be subject to social inequality, the denial 
of equal justice, economic deprivation, 
unequal access to educational opportunities, 
and violence and abuse. 


On a more positive note, progress has been 
made in many countries in promoting the 
equality of women over the past two 
decades. Advances have been made in the 
education of girls and women. The wage 
gap between women and men is continuing 
to narrow. More and more governments 
have put forward legislation to recognize and 
protect women’s rights. Women are main- 
taining their own efforts to have their right to 
equal opportunities legitimized. And, in their 
struggles to achieve what is rightfully theirs, 
women are increasingly winning the support 
of allies — groups, governments and sup- 
portive men — who believe in the inherent 
justice of women’s equality. 


Canada has been in the forefront of efforts 
to ensure that women’s rights are addressed 
within the overall context of human rights at 
the international level. We have been partic- 
ularly active in promoting initiatives aimed at 
recognizing that violence against women is 
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Minister's Message (cont'd) 


an abuse of human rights: among them, our 
instrumental role in the development of a 
United Nations Declaration on Violence 
Against Women. 


An acknowledgement that women’s rights 
are human rights has important conse- 
quences for the way in which we view and 
approach the fundamental issues of 
women’s lives. Human rights are neither 
static nor the property of any one group, any 
one segment of society, or any one sex. 
Human rights should be able to evolve and 
grow as the needs and aspirations of individ- 
uals expand and change. 


International Women’s Day is founded on the 
premise that we cannot understand our 
world without acknowledging the everyday 
experiences of women. International 
Women’s Day 1993 is dedicated to those 
who are working to transform the concept 


and practice of human rights to take into 
account the realities of women’s lives and 
their continuing efforts to achieve equality. 


Pag Cte 


Mary Collins 


International Women's Day greetings from Kay Stanley and.the staff of Status of Women Canada 


Mike Pinder 
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Measuring the Dimensions of Equality 


The November 1984 Speech from the Throne made a clear statement of the federal govern- 
ments commitment to equality for women. Under the themes of Social Justice, Constructive 
Internationalism, Economic Equality, and Participation and Access, the federal government 
pledged to work to create the conditions that would enable women to achieve equal opportuni- 
ties, equal access and equal benefits in the society they share with men. 


Continuing its review of the federal government's record on issues of concern to women since 
1984, this edition of Perspectives examines Canada’s international activities to promote the 


equality of women world-wide. 


Constructive Internationalism 


Canada’s foreign policy is fo 
active pursuit of constructive 
tive solutions to the world’s 
places a high priority on equ 
women and men. 
_the global equality of 
efforts undertal 
and in bilateral relations 
to encourage and sustain 
women's advancement t 


© United Nations 


Canada has served on the 45-member 
United Nations Commission on the Status 
of Women from 1958 to 1960, 1970 to 1976, 
and 1981 to 1992. Although not currently an 
elected member, Canada is an active 
Commission observer and intends to seek 
re-election in the near future. 


The Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
was adopted by the United Nations in 1979 
and Canada ratified it in 1981. In accordance 
with the terms of the Convention, Canada’s 
third report on the measures taken to imple- 
ment the Convention was submitted to the 
United Nations in September 1992. 


At the 1985 United Nations World 
Conference on Women held in Nairobi, 
Kenya, Canada played an internationally rec- 
ognized role in the drafting of the Nairobi 
Forward-looking Strategies for the 
Advancement of Women (FLS). This is the 
action plan for governments, non-govern- 


mental organizations and individuals which 
promotes the advancement of women 
around the world to the year 2000. Since the 
1985 World Conference, Canada has been 
an active proponent of efforts to strengthen 
the ability of the UN Commission on the 
Status of Women to monitor the implementa- 
tion of the FLS. The next United Nations 
World Conference on Women will be held in 
Beijing, China in 1995. In pre-conference 
discussions, Canada has promoted the 
expansion of NGO participation in the con- 
ference, the holding of an NGO forum in 
close proximity to the conference, and unre- 
stricted access by the media in covering the 
forum. 


Canada has been instrumental in the devel- 
opment of a United Nations Declaration on 
Violence Against Women. A draft of this 
declaration will be considered by the UN 
Commission on the Status of Women in 
March 1993 for onward transmission to the 
UN Economic and Social Council and the 
UN General Assembly. At the Eighth UN 
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and 
the Treatment of Offenders, held in Cuba in 
1990, Canada introduced a resolution which 
called for the development of a manual for 
practitioners in the field of domestic vio- 
lence. In follow-up to the Congress, 
Canada’s Department of Justice prepared a 
draft of the manual, consisting of recog- 
nized, effective measures to combat and 
address the problem of domestic violence. 
The draft manual is now being reviewed by 
various UN bodies. 


Canada’s human rights statements at the 
United Nations have increasingly drawn 
attention to violations of the rights of women. 
Since 1991, Canadian embassies and high 
commissions have been required to file 
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reports on the status of women in their coun- 
tries as part of their regular reports on human 
rights. At meetings of the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights, the UN 
Commission on the Status of Women, and 
the Preparatory Committee for the June 1993 
UN World Conference on Human Rights, 
Canada has consistently stressed the con- 
cept of women’s rights as an integral com- 
ponent of human rights. 


Canada has been one of the most active 
countries in calling for an increase in the 
number of women in UN decision-making 
positions. In 1991, a Canadian government 
analyst was seconded to the United Nations 
to undertake a study of the obstacles to 
women’s advancement in the UN Secretariat. 
The report formed a basis for the recently 
adopted UN Plan of Action to meet a target 
of 25 per cent women in senior level posi- 
tions in the UN Secretariat by 1995. 


Canada was one of the leaders in ensuring 
that one of the principal documents for the 
UN Conference on Environment and 
Development, held in Brazil in June 1992, 
included a specific chapter on women. 


Canada is a member of both the World 


Health Organization (WHO) and the Pan _ 


American Health Organization (PAHO). 
Canada was instrumental in introducing the 
WHO resolution on “The Implementation 
Requirements of the Nairobi FLS in the 
Health Sector” and actively monitors the 
implementation of this resolution. Canada 
has also taken an active role in PAHO’s Five 
Year Plan of Action on Women, Health and 
Development and is past chair of the Special 
Subcommittee on Women, Health and 
Development of the PAHO Executive 
Committee. 


Canada is a strong supporter of the United 
Nations Development Fund for Women 
(UNIFEM) and is a major donor in terms of 
core funding. In 1991-92, Canada’s contribu- 
tion to UNIFEM was $1.5 million. The 
Director of UNIFEM is a Canadian (Sharon 
Capeling-Alakija). 


© Commonwealth 


Canada has strongly and consistently sup- 
ported the Commonwealth’s involvement in 
women’s issues. The first meeting of 
Commonwealth Women’s Affairs 
Ministers took place at Canada’s suggestion 
in 1985, in Kenya. Canada hosted the third 
meeting of Commonwealth Women’s Affairs 
Ministers in Ottawa in 1990. The fourth meet- 
ing of Ministers will take place in Cyprus in 
July 1993. Canada took steps to encourage 
Commonwealth Women’s Affairs Ministers to 
adopt criteria for the admittance of non-gov- 
ernmental organizations as observers to 
Women’s Affairs Ministers meetings. 


One of Canada’s priority issues within the 
Commonwealth is the impact of structural 
adjustment on women. As recommended by 


~ Women’s Affairs Ministers at their meeting in 


1990, the Ottawa Declaration on Women 
and Structural Adjustment was subse- 
quently adopted by Commonwealth Heads of 
Government in 1991. 


Efforts by Canada have been instrumental 
concerning the adoption by Commonwealth 
Heads of Government of the Harare 
Declaration in 1991. This Declaration 
enshrines women’s equality as a funda- 
mental principle of the Commonwealth, and 
includes among its priorities a pledge to work 
with renewed vigour to pursue “equality for 
women so that they may exercise their full 
and equal rights.” 


© Organization of American States (OAS) 


Since becoming a member of the 
Organization of American States’ Inter- 
American Commission of Women in 1990, 
Canada has ratified the three OAS conven- 
tions on the rights of women: the Inter- 
American Convention on the Granting of Civil 
Rights to Women, the Inter-American 
Convention on the Granting of Political 
Rights to Women, and the Convention on the 


' Nationality of Women. In October 1992, 
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Canada was elected to the Commission’s 
Executive Committee. Canada has also 
been a key player in the development of a 
draft Inter-American Convention to 
Prevent, Punish and Eradicate Violence 
Against Women. 


© Organization for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) 


Canada has consistently sought to ensure 
the integration of women in all the work of 
the OECD, particularly within the 
Employment, Labour and Social Affairs 
Committee. Canada has been an active 
member of the OECD Working Party on the 
Role of Women in the Economy since its 
establishment in 1974. Canada is currently a 
member of the OECD’s Development 
Assistance Committee Expert Group on 
Women in Development. 


Q La Francophonie 


Canada has played a leading role in efforts 
to encourage the integration of women’s 
issues into La Francophonie’s activities. At 
the Francophone Summit in November 
1991, the Prime Minister announced that 
Canada would sponsor the establishment of 
a network of legal aid centres to meet the 
needs of women in the countries of La 
Francophonie. Centres are now being estab- 
lished in Benin, Morocco and Cameroon. A 
Canadian-sponsored symposium will be held 
in Africa in 1993 to assess the three pilot 
centres. 


Q Conference on Security and Co-operation 
in Europe (CSCE) 


At the CSCE Conference on Human 
Dimensions held in September 1991, 
Canada introduced a first-ever initiative on 
women’s equality which calls on participating 
states to recognize that full and true equality 
between women and men is a fundamental 
aspect of a democratic society and to take 
steps to ensure that women can achieve de 
jure and de facto equality. 


© Women in Development 


In November 1984, the Canadian 
International Development Agency (CIDA) 
adopted a new Policy Framework for 
Women in Development, with the general 
objective of integrating women of the Third 
World in the development process, both as 
agents and beneficiaries. CIDA is currently 
evaluating its Women in Development policy. 
Pending the completion of this evaluation, an 
interim policy has been adopted for the peri- 
od 1993-94, which has the goal of strength- 
ening the full participation of women as 
equal partners in the sustainable develop- 
ment process. The policy goes beyond the 
1984 emphasis on the role of women as 
agents and beneficiaries, to recognize a 
more active and integral role for women. The 
new policy stresses the full participation of 
women as decision-makers in the develop- 
ment, implementation, monitoring and evalu- 
ation of all CIDA-supported programs and 
activities. 


Since 1984, the federal government has 
demonstrated its commitment to women’s 
equality by implementing a variety of legisla- 
tive and program initiatives dedicated to 
women’s advancement. The next issue of 
Perspectives will focus on the federal gov- 
ernment’s record on issues of concern to 
women within the themes of Economic 

Equality and Participation and Access. [sl 


Wd 


Inter-American Commission of Women Executive: 1. to r.: 
Kay Stanley (Canada), Dr. Aracely Conde de Paiz 
(Guatemala), Hon. Cora Bain-Colebrook (Bahamas), 
Commission Vice-President Sen. Joan Juille-Williams 
(Trinidad and Tobago), Commission President Zelmira M. 
Regazolli (Argentina), Neva Edwards (Dominica) and 
Maria Teresa Hart (Peru) 
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Women's Affairs Ministers representing the 
nations of the Commonwealth will gather in 
Cyprus, July 5 to 9, 1993, for their fourth 
meeting. Ministers first met in Nairobi, Kenya 
in 1985 with the goal of developing a co- 
operative effort among Commonwealth 
countries to further women’s equality issues. 
Canada hosted the third meeting of 
Commonwealth Women’s Affairs Ministers in 
Ottawa in 1990. 


The theme of this year’s meeting is “Beyond 
Planning to Implementation”. One item on 
the agenda is the Ottawa Declaration on 
Structural Adjustment, adopted in 1990. The 
Declaration focuses on women’s access to 
technology and income, the balancing of 
work and family responsibilities, unemploy- 
ment among women, and the establishment 
of committees within Commonwealth 


Ministries of Finance to ensure that women’s - 


concerns are incorporated into structural 
adjustment decisions. Ministers will be 
examining measures undertaken by 
Commonwealth member countries to fulfill 
the Declaration’s objectives. 


Commonwealth Women’s Affairs Ministers 
will also discuss ways of increasing women’s 
involvement in AIDS prevention. As well, the 


meeting’s agenda will include a discussion of 


women’s participation in environmental poli- 
cy development, and women’s participation 
in the development of employment equity 
policies. 


Canada Elected to Executive Post on 
Inter-American Commission of Women 


In October 1992, Canada was elected to the 
Executive Committee of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women of the Organization 
of American States. Kay Stanley, Co-ordina- 
tor of Status of Women Canada and 
Principal Delegate to the Commission, leads 


the Canadian delegation, which has been 
elected for a two-year term. At the October 
meeting, Canada chaired the Commission’s 
Juridical and Political Affairs Committee, 
which is working on a draft convention on 
violence against women. 


Research Centres on Family Violence and 
Violence Against Women 


On November 13, 1992, the federal govern- 


- ment announced the locations of five new 


research centres to deal with family violence 
and violence against women. Based at uni- 
versities, the research centres will involve 
the active participation of women’s groups 
and community groups. In Fredericton, the 
centre at the University of New Brunswick 
will focus on family violence in rural commu- 
nities and will track the cycle of violence 
within families. The centre at the Universite 
de Montréal will seek to identify root causes 
in the abuse of wives, children and the elder- 
ly, and will also evaluate prevention pro- 
grams. The University of Western Ontario 
centre in London, Ontario will study rehabili- 
tation programs for male abusers. In 
Winnipeg, the centre at the University of 
Manitoba will investigate community efforts 
and the responsibilities of the state in pro- 
tecting victims and treating offenders. The 
centre based at the University of British 
Columbia in Vancouver will assess the 
needs of aboriginal women, immigrant 
women and refugee women, and will study 
the operations of shelters. Each centre will 
receive $500,000 in funding over five years 
from Health and Welfare Canada and the 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council of Canada. For more information 
contact: Catherine MacLeod, Family 
Violence Prevention Division, Health and 
Welfare Canada, Room 1122, Finance 
Building, Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario 
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K1A 1B5, telephone (613) 957-2864: or 
Louise McDonald, Strategic Grants 
Division, Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council, 255 Albert Street, Box 
1610, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6G4, telephone 
(613) 992-4227. 


Women’s Studies Research 


The Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada has estab- 
lished a new program to encourage strate- 
gic, policy-oriented research on “Women and 
Change”. Grants will be awarded to 
researchers focussing on the profound 
changes which have altered and continue to 
alter women’s lives. Interested researchers 
must submit funding applications by October 
15. Grant awards will be announced the fol- 
lowing April. For more information about the 
“Women and Change” program, contact the 
research administration office of any 
Canadian university, or Denis Croux, 
Director, Strategic Grants Division, Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council, 
255 Albert Street, P.O. Box 1610, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1P 6G4, telephone (613) 992-3027. 


Also available from the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council is a newly 
published list documenting the nearly 600 
research projects it has supported in the field 
of women’s studies since 1978. The projects 
cover a wide range of subjects related to 
women’s economic, political, social, cultural 
and historical experience in Canada and 
throughout the world. Canadian Research 
and Women’s Studies is available in 
English and French by contacting the 
Council’s Communications Division at the 
above address, or by telephoning (613) 992- 
0682. 


Nominations for the Persons Case Awards 


Nominations are now being accepted for the 
1993 Governor General’s Awards in 
Commemoration of the Persons Case. The 
annual Awards recognize outstanding contri- 
butions made by individuals towards promot- 
ing the equality of women in Canada. 
Initiated in 1979 to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Persons Case, the 
Awards commemorate the lengthy political 


and legal effort waged by Canadian women, 
which culminated in the decision rendered 
by the British Privy Council on October 18, 
1929, declaring Canadian women to be per- 
sons and thus eligible for appointment to the 
Senate. The Governor General’s Awards in 
Commemoration of the Persons Case are 
presented in a ceremony held each October 
in Ottawa. Nominations may be submitted by 
individuals, women’s groups, community and 
business groups, and others. The deadline 
for the submission of nominations is May 15. 
For more information about the Awards 
selection criteria and nomination procedure 
contact: Governor General’s Awards in 
Commemoration of the Persons Case, 
Communications Directorate, Status of 
Women Canada, Suite 700, 360 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322. 


Année internationale 
des populations autochtones 


International Year of 
the World’s Indigenous People 


A New Partnership ~ Un nouveau partenariat 


International Year of the World’s 
Indigenous People 


The United Nations has declared 1993 the 
International Year of the World’s Indigenous 
People. Building on the theme of 
“Indigenous People — A New Partnership’, 
the International Year is an invitation from 
the UN to raise the profile of issues of inter- 
est to indigenous people throughout the 
world through information and education 
projects. 


From a Canadian perspective, the 
International Year will be an opportunity to 
highlight, for Canadians and the world, the 
immense contribution aboriginal people have 
made to the development and plurality of 
Canada, and to promote better understand- 
ing of the role of aboriginal history and cul- 
ture to the formation of Canadian society. 


The International Year also coincides with 
the work of the Royal Commission on 
Aboriginal Peoples, which is investigating 
the relationship between native people and 
the rest of Canadian society in order to pro- 
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pose solutions to problems faced by aborigi- 
nal peoples today. A committee composed of 
federal departments with responsibility for 
aboriginal programs is currently organizing a 
broad range of activities to mark the 
International Year of the World’s Indigenous 


People in Canada. For more information, 
contact: Public Enquiries Kiosk, Department 
of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, 
Les Terrasses de la Chaudière, Room 1931, 
10 Wellington Street, Hull, Quebec K1A 0H4, 
telephone (819) 997-0380. ie 


Parliamentary Update 


This Perspectives feature highlights the progress of federal legislation affecting women, as 
well as the work of Parliamentary Committees on issues of interest to women. 


Proposed Labour Code amendments 


After two years of federal consultation with 
labour and industry representatives, Labour 
Minister Marcel Danis introduced Canada 
Labour Code amendments in the House of 
Commons on December 9, 1992, which will 
affect some 700,000 federally regulated 
employees. Among the amendments is legis- 
lation which would make employers in 
banks, airlines and other industries under 
federal jurisdiction responsible for making 
every reasonable attempt to modify a job or 
reassign a pregnant employee when her 


temporary health needs so require. Other — 


proposed amendments would allow for a 
continous period of leave within the year fol- 
lowing a child’s birth or the date a child 
comes into an employee’s care to parallel 
1990 amendments to the Unemployment 
Insurance Act. For more information, con- 
tact: Bill Wrona, Director, Labour Standards 
Legislation, Labour Standards and Equal 
Pay Branch, Labour Canada, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A OJ2, telephone (819) 953-0193. 


Proposed Human Rights Legislation 


Amendments to the Canadian Human Rights 
Act tabled in Parliament on December 10, 
1992, include provisions to make sexual ori- 
entation a prohibited ground of discrimina- 
tion. Other proposed amendments would 
require employers and providers of services 
to make “reasonable accommodation” for the 
needs of the disabled and members of eth- 
nic, religious and other minorities accorded 
protection under the Act, and would abolish 


the “blanket defence” for mandatory retire- 
ment which allowed such policies to be 
exempted from human rights legislation. For 
more information, contact: John Scratch, 
Human Rights Law Section, Department of 


_ Justice, Justice Building, 239 Wellington 


Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OH8, telephone 
(613) 957-4944. 


Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 


On December 1, 1992, Health and Welfare 
Minister Benoît Bouchard released the gov- 
ernment’s response to the Parliamentary 
Committee Report on Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome. The response was drawn, in part, 
from recommendations proposed at a sym- 
posium convened last October to elicit input 
from provincial-territorial governments, pro- 
fessionals, aboriginal groups and the public 
on the implementation of intiatives to counter 
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. A highlight of the 
government's response is support for further 
research in the field of alcohol and pregnan- 
cy. Other components of the response 
include a public information campaign to 
raise awareness of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, 
community action programs under the feder- 
al government’s Brighter Futures initiative 
and Canada’s Drug Strategy, and discus- 
sions with Prince Edward Island and British 
Columbia regarding the possibility of a pilot 
program of warning labels on alcoholic bev- 
erage containers. For more information, con- 
tact: Byron Rogers, Health and Welfare 
Canada, Room 2057, Jeanne Mance 
Building, Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OK9, telephone (613) 954-2210. 
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Breast Cancer 


The federal government has announced $25 
million in additional funding for breast cancer 
research, prevention and education. Detailed 
in the government’s December 15, 1992 
response to a Parliamentary Committee 
report on Breast Cancer, the new funding 
allocations will include $20 million over five 
years from Health and Welfare Canada and 
the Medical Research Council for the estab- 
lishment of a Breast Cancer Research 
Challenge Fund. Individuals, communities, 


and the private sector will be encouraged to 
match the federal contribution. The remain- 
ing $5 million will be used to finance the 
development of five Breast Cancer 
Information Exchange Projects, and to sup- 
port education and training activities and 
Provincial breast cancer screening pro- 
grams. For more information, contact: Dr. 
Sylvie Stachenko, Health Services and 
Promotion Branch, Health and Welfare 
Canada, 6th Floor, Jeanne Mance Building, 
Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1B4, 
telephone (613) 954-8654. i 


Partners in the Community 


“Partners in the Community” is a regular Perspectives feature which publicizes the activities of 
voluntary groups actively promoting women’s well-being and advancement in society. Brief 
descriptions of your organization’s mandate and activities are invited for inclusion in future 


iSSUeS. 
MATCH International Centre 


MATCH International 
Centre is a Canadian 
development organiza- 
tion which works ae 
exclusively with and 
for women — in devel- 
oping countries and in 
Canada — on equality and 

justice issues which affect their lives. As its 
name implies, the organization matches the 
resources of women in Canada to the needs 
of women in developing countries who are 
working to change discriminatory practices 
and attitudes. Since its creation in 1975, 
MATCH has fostered global women’s equali- 
ty through networks and its three major pro- 
grams which focus on the elimination of vio- 
lence against women, gender and develop- 
ment, and the validation of women’s experi- 
ences through their writings. For more infor- 
mation, contact: MATCH International 
Centre, 1102-200 Elgin Street, Ottawa, 
Ontario K2P 1L5, telephone (613) 238-1312. 


Focus on Children — Protecting Our 
Future conference 


The Canadian Organization for Victim 
Assistance and Child Find Alberta are spon- 


soring a three-day conference on April 
4-7,1993 in Calgary. The conference will 
showcase practical, community-based pro- 
grams in place in Canada, the United States 
and Europe, which deal with child abuse, 
sexual assault, child hunger, street proofing 
and other issues affecting children. For more 
information, contact: Donna Tona, 
Conference Coordinator, Canadian 
Organization for Victim Assistance, Room 
101, 424-10th Street North West, Calgary, 
Alberta T2N 1V9, telephone (403) 270-3463. 


Expanding the Healing Circle conference 


The 17th Annual Conference of the 
Canadian Research Institute for the 
Advancement of Women (CRIAW) will be 
held in St. John’s on November 12-14, 1993. 
The conference will focus on surviving and 
challenging violence against women by 
expanding the healing circle. Submissions 
for papers or presentations are invited on a 
wide range of issues; priority will be given to 
those which focus on expanding the healing 
circle for women victims of violence. All pro- 
posals must be received by March 31, 1993. 
For more information, contact: Conference 
Chair, CRIAW Conference ’93, c/o 131 
LeMarchant Road, St. John’s, Newfoundland 
A1C 2H3, telephone (709) 753-7270. L] 
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Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women: 
Third Report of Canada offers an update 
on Canada's efforts at the federal, provincial 
and territorial level to honour the United 
Nations Convention which outlines funda- 
mental freedoms and the right of women to 
equal status with men within UN member 
states. The report covers the period January 
1987 to December 1990. Copies are avail- 
able in English and French from the regional 
offices of Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada, or by contacting: Human Rights 
Directorate, Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1K5, tele- 
phone (613) 994-2228. 


Collecting the Voices: À Scrapbook is a 
sampling of the almost 4,000 in-person testi- 
monies of women and women’s groups col- 
lected during the first phase of consultations 
held by the Canadian Panel on Violence 
Against Women. Limited copies are available 
in English and French from: Communications 
Department, Canadian Panel on Violence 
Against Women, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1K4, 
telephone (613) 943-1733. 


Daughters on the Wings of Time is a video | 


produced for Women’s History Month 1992, 
which profiles the histories of seven 
Canadian women with different cultural back- 
grounds. Featuring archival film material and 
animated images, the video also includes 
music composed especially for this project. 
Available in English, French and close-cap- 


tioned versions, this 30-minute VHS video. 


can be purchased for $25 (plus GST, ship- 
ping and handling) from: Monica Gaskin, 
YWCA of Canada, 80 Gerrard Street East, 
Toronto, Ontario M5B 1G6, telephone (416) 
593-9886. | 


The Glass Ceiling and A Balancing Act 
are two new productions from the National 
Film Board focusing on women at work in the 
1990s. The Glass Ceiling profiles five 
women in different career fields and the diffi- 
culties they encounter every day in achieving 
workplace equality. A Balancing Act 
describes new work alternatives for people 
wanting to achieve a better balance between 
their work and personal lives. Both films are 


also available in French under the titles 
Le Plafond de Verre and Question 
d’équilibre. All are available in 16 mm 
format and VHS video. For more informa- 
tion about renting or purchasing these 
materials, contact your local National Film 
Board Library, or call: 1-800-561-7104 (in 
Atlantic Canada); 1-800-363-0328 (in 
Quebec); 1-800-267-7710 (in Ontario); or 
1-800-661-9867 (in western Canada, 
Yukon and Northwest Territories). 


Sisters Pick You Up: Sistering’s 
Outreach Program is a booklet about 
the development of a community sup- 
port program for women who live on low 
incomes in isolation from their family 
and friends. The booklet was produced 
by Sistering, a Toronto-based women’s 


organization, with funding from Health 


and Welfare Canada, to raise aware- 
ness of the women who use its outreach 
program. Free copies are available in 
English from: Sistering, 181 Bathurst 
Street, Toronto, Ontario M5T 2R7, tele- 
phone (416) 861-1954. 


Making A World of Difference: A 
Database of Women Specializing in 
Global Issues provides profiles of Canadian 
women who are experts in reproductive tech- 
nologies, development, poverty, the environ- 
ment, peace and security and a range of 
other issues. Academic researchers and 
community groups are encouraged to use 
the database which is housed at the 
Canadian Research Institute for the 
Advancement of Women (CRIAW) to contact 
highly qualified, dynamic women speakers, 
workshop facilitators, resource people and 
consultants. Ten profiles are available for an 
initial $25 computer-search fee and each 
extra profile costs $1. Make your request by 
telephone (613) 562-0681, fax (613) 563- 
0682, or by letter to: CRIAW, 408-151 Slater 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3. | 


Living With AIDS: Four Women Speak 
Out chronicles the struggles of a teenager, 
single mother, former prostitute and a nurse 
who are coping with the changes the disease 
has brought to their lives. The 31-page book 
deals with issues including discrimination, ill- 


= 
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ness, identity and awareness. Available in 
English, copies cost $3.50 (taxes and ship- 
ping included) and can be obtained from: 
AIDS Vancouver Island, 304-733 Johnson 
Street, Victoria, British Columbia V8W 3C7, 
telephone (604) 384-2366. 


Media Directory of Women: A Resource 
for Broadcast and Print Journalists lists 
more than 150 women experts from across 
Canada who specialize in issues ranging 


from violence against women, to education 
and international issues. Published by 
MediaWatch, a national feminist organization 
which monitors the portrayal of women in the 
media, the directory provides speaker pro- 
files cross-referenced by names and issues, 
and a bibliography. Copies are available in 
English at a cost of $15 (taxes and shipping 
included) from: MediaWatch, 204-517 
Wellington Street West, Toronto, Ontario 
M5V 1G1, telephone (416) 408-2065. O 


Appointments 


The federal government has made a commitment to increase the number of women appointed 
to decision-making positions throughout its structure, including its boards, agencies and com- 
missions, the senior levels of the public service, the judiciary, and the diplomatic corps. Recent 


federal appointments include: 


Florence Gaucher of St. Albert, Alberta, 
and Winnifred Giesbrecht and Claire T. 
Riddle, both of Winnipeg, to the Western 
Aboriginal Economic Development Board. 


Wendy Grant of Vancouver to the National 
Aboriginal Economic Development Board. 


Catherine M. Hodder of Mount Pearl, 
Newfoundland, Gail Matthews of Halifax, 
and Anne Rose Steen of Saskatoon to the 
National Parole Board (re-appointments). 


Marguerite Hogue-Charlebois of Montreal 
to the National Advisory Council on Aging 
(re-appointment). 


Nancy Hughes Anthony of Ottawa to the 
Board of Directors of the Federal Business 
Development Bank. 


Dr. Paule Leduc of Montreal as Director of 
the Canada Council. 


Valerie Loewen of Whitehorse to the 
Environmental Impact Screening Committee. 


Hon. Flora MacDonald of Ottawa as Chair 
of the Board of Governors of the 
International Development Research Centre. 


Margaret Maksagak of Cambridge Bay, 
Northwest Territories as Deputy 
Commissioner of the Northwest Territories. 


Nurjehan Mawani as Chair of the 
Immigration and Refugee Board. 


Shirley A. McAlary of Rothesay, New 
Brunswick to the Board of Directors of the 
Saint John Port Corporation. 


Margaret McGrath as Deputy 
Commissioner of the Canada Pension Plan 
Review Tribunal. 


Madame Justice Beverley McLachlin of 
Ottawa and Dr. Sharon Williams of Toronto 
as Canadian Members of the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration for the Pacific Settlement 
of International Disputes. 


Nancy Orr-Gaucher of Wesimount, Quebec 
to the Board of Directors of the Bank of 
Canada (re-appointment). 


Marnie Marina Paikin of Burlington, Ontario 
as Acting Chair of Atomic Energy of Canada 
Limited. 


Susan Patten of St. John’s to the Advisory 
Board of the Atlantic Canada Opportunities 
Agency. 


Joan Prevaining of Winnipeg to the Canada 
Pension Plan Advisory Board. 


Magella Raymond of Baie-des-Sables, 
Quebec to the Fisheries Prices Support Board. 
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Diane Rioux of Trois-Rivières, Quebec 
as Eastern Vice President of the 
Canadian Advisory Council on the Status 
of Women. Also appointed to the Council 
is Denise Cole of Toronto. 


Gail Scott of Toronto (re-appointment) and 
Sally Warren of Vancouver to the Canadian 
Radio-Television and Telecommunications 
Commission. 


Paulette Sonier-Rioux of Shippagan, New 
Brunswick as a member of the Canadian 
Film Development Corporation (re-appoint- 
ment). 


Irene Swindells of Halifax to Board of 
Directors of the Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation (re-appointment). 


Leah E. Welk of Parry Sound, Ontario to the 
Federal Northern Ontario Development 
Board. 


The next issue of Perspectives will be 
published in the summer of 1993. 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives 
is permitted provided the source is men- 
tioned. Perspectives is published by: 


Communications Directorate 
Status of Women Canada 
Suite 700 
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Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 1C3 


TEL: (613) 995-7835 
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omen continue to make progress 
towards economic equality in 
Canada. The pace of that change is 


revealed among the 1991 census figures 
released in March 1993: 


* women now represent 45 per cent of 
Canada’s labour force, compared to 41 
per cent in 1981, and 36 per cent in 
1975. In fact, women accounted for 
almost three-quarters of all growth in 
employment in Canada between 1975 
and 1991. 


+ the ratio between women's and men’s 
full-time earnings has increased to 70 per 
cent, from 67 per cent in 1990. 


cent of self-employed 
persons in Canada. 


N ° 40 per cent of all women 
aged 15 and over have a 
high school diploma or 
better, compared to 25 per 
cent in 1981. Between 
1981 and 1991, the num- 
ber of Canadian women 
with a university degree 
grew by 86 per cent. 


There is also growing recognition of the 
value of women’s unpaid contributions to the 
economy through their work in the home and 
in the volunteer sector. In April 1993, | had 
the pleasure of co-hosting Canada’s first 
International Conference on the Mea- 
surement and Valuation of Unpaid Work. 
Statistics Canada has estimated the value of 
household work at about $200 billion, or up 
to 39 per cent of Canada’s Gross Domestic 
Product. Voluntary activities are estimated to 
be worth another $13 billion a year. 


The work of women is vital to Canada’s 
economy, whether it is in the paid work 
force, in their own businesses, in the home 
or in the volunteer sector. The federal gov- 
ernment recognizes women as essential 
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Minister's Message (cont'd) 


contributors to our economy and is commit- 
ted to ensuring women’s equal partnership in 
our country’s growth and prosperity. 


One Canadian who has done much to 
advance women’s equality is Kay Stanley, 
who has served for six years as Co-ordinator 
of Status of Women Canada. Kay has been 
and will always be an effective advocate of 
issues of concern to women, and a strong 
proponent of the need to integrate the inter- 
ests of women in government policy- and 
decision-making. | Know | am joined by the 
staff of Status of Women Canada and by the 


readers of Perspectives in wishing Kay suc- 
cess in her new responsibilities as Assistant 
Deputy Solicitor General. Louise Bergeron- 
de Villiers has assumed the position of 
Acting Co-ordinator of Status of Women 
Canada. 


eg Cu 


Mary Collins 


Measuring the Dimensions of Equality 


The November 1984 Speech from the Throne made a clear statement of the federal govern- 
ment's commitment to equality for women. Under the themes of Social Justice, Constructive 
Internationalism, Economic Equality, and Participation and Access, the federal government 
pledged to work to create the conditions that would enable women to achieve equal opportuni- 
ties, equal access and equal benefits in the society they share with men. 


Continuing its review of federal government initiatives on issues of concern to women since 
1984, this edition of Perspectives examines the federal government's record in promoting the 
economic equality of women. 


Economic Equality 


Women play an essential oe in ao 
Canadian economy and are strategic con 
tributors to Canada’s growth and prosperi- 
ty through their paid and unpaid work. The 
Canadian government is committed to 
ensuring that women’s impact on the 
economy is recognized, their full participa- 
| tion encouraged, and their contributions: 
fairly rewarded. | 


© Commitment to economic equality 


In November 1985, the First Ministers of 
Canada laid the groundwork for a coordinat- 
ed inter-governmental approach to women’s 
equality with their endorsement of 
A Framework for Economic Equality 
for Women. Using the policy and 
program options outlined in the Framework, 


federal and provincial/territorial Ministers 
Responsible for the Status of Women have 
developed strategies related to training and 
education, and the balancing of work and 
family responsibilities. At their annual meet- 
ing in June 1992, federal and provincial /ter- 
ritorial Ministers Responsible for the Status 
of Women released the “Yukon Declaration 
on Economic Equality for Women”, which 
states that a prosperous economy requires 
the participation of women as full economic 
partners. 


Equality in employment 


The Employment Equity Act, proclaimed 
into law in August 1986, requires. Crown cor- 
porations and federally regulated businesses 
with 100 or more employees to identify and 
remove artificial barriers to the selection, hir- 
ing, training and promotion of members of 
four designated groups: women, disabled 
persons, aboriginal people and members of 


[> 
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Measuring the Dimensions of Equality (cont’d) 


visible minorities. Employers are required to 
report annually on their efforts to identify and 
remove discriminatory employment policies 
and practices, and to achieve equality in the 
workplace. A companion initiative, the 
Federal Contractors Program, requires a 
written commitment to employment equity 
from suppliers of goods and services to the 
federal government who employ 100 or more 
workers and who bid on contracts worth 
$200,000 or more. 


The Workplace Equality Fund, initiated in 
1991, offers financial assistance for projects 
that focus on current or emerging workplace 
issues of concern to women. 


Q Equality in the federal government 


workplace 


The principle of employment equity has 
been applied to the federal public service 
since 1985. In 1988, new goals were estab- 
lished and additional resources were made 
available to assist departments in improving 
the employment situation of disadvantaged 
groups. A new employment equity strategy 
was adopted in 1991, utilizing a revised 
objective-setting method based on recruit- 
ment, promotion and retention rather than 
simple numerical representation, thereby 
putting more onus on managers to improve 
employment practices and the corporate cul- 
ture. Amendments to acts covering the pub- 
lic service passed in December 1992 provide 
a legislated basis for employment equity in 
the federal government workplace. 


In January 1990, the federal government 
announced a pay equity settlement which 
provided $317 million in benefits, retroactive 
to 1985, to 68,000 public servants working in 
female-dominated occupational groups. 
Ongoing adjustment payments of $81 million 
are being paid annually to some 73,400 
workers. 


The Women’s Career Counselling and 
Referral Bureau identifies women with 
senior management potential in the public 
service and provides career planning advice, 
assignment referrals and advice on staffing. 
A program to assist women in pursuing 
non-traditional occupations in the public 
service was established in 1986. It was 
expanded in 1988 and renamed the Options 
Program. 


A Task Force on Barriers to Women in the 
Public Service was established in 1988. Its 
1990 report, Beneath the Veneer, recom- 
mended that action be taken to treat employ- 
ment equity as a managerial objective that 
should be attained through changes in cor- 
porate culture and attitude as well as 
changes to the system itself. The implemen- 
tation of the Task Force’s recommendations 
by government departments and agencies is 
being monitored by an advisory committee of 
representatives of employment equity 
target groups, by the Deputy Ministers’ 
Employment Equity Council, and by 
Treasury Board. 


The PS 2000 initiative to promote public ser- 
vice renewal contains a number of measures 
to improve employment opportunities for 
women working in the federal government. 
These include the adoption of a new gender- 
neutral job evaluation system; more flexible 
compensation packages; increased empha- 
sis on training and development, with a par- 
ticular commitment to use training to redress 
previous inequities faced by women and 
other employment equity groups; and sever- 
al legislative changes to respond to recom- 
mendations of the Task Force on Barriers to 
Women in the Public Service, including 
pension benefits for part-time workers. 


As of 1989, women have had the opportunity 
to participate in all trades and occupations in 
the Canadian Forces, with the single excep- 
tion of submarine duty. 


Q Women in business 


Women entrepreneurs are playing an 
increasingly important role in the Canadian 
economy. The government has recognized 
the importance of better understanding the 
needs of women-owned businesses, to help 
them start up, grow, become more profitable 
and contribute to long-term job creation. 
Several studies of women entrepreneurs and 
their businesses have been undertaken with 
federal government funding, to assist in the 
development of programs and policies that 
respond to the needs of women who own 
and operate businesses. The federal govern- 
ment is a sponsor of the Canadian Woman 
Entrepreneur of the Year Awards, which 
were presented for the first time in 
November 1992. 
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Measuring the Dimensions of Equality (cont'd) 


Hon. Mary Collins meeting with women entrepreneurs in 
Hinton, Alberta 


The Federal Business Development Bank 
(FBDB) has made a number of efforts to 
improve its response to the needs of its 
female clients. Having established 


an Advisory Committee on Female 


Entrepreneurs in 1989, the Bank has pub- 
lished a small business financing guide for 
women entrepreneurs and developed the 
Step Up Program to assist women with 
business expansion. The FBDB organizes 
over 150 conferences, seminars and other 
training activities every year for women 
entrepreneurs. 


Education and training 


Drawing on the commitments First Ministers | 


made in 1985 to economic equality for 
women, federal and provincial/ territorial 
Ministers Responsible for the Status of 
Women presented First Ministers with A 
Framework for Training for Women in 
1986. With a focus on achieving equality for 
girls and women in training and education, 
the Framework emphasized the action need- 
ed to change attitudes and improve and 
increase the access of women and girls to 
education and training programs. Status of 


© The Parklander 


Women Ministers met with Ministers 
of Education in February 1989 to discuss 
measures to improve access to education, 
and again in September 1991, when 
agreement was reached on strategies to 
encourage the greater participation of girls 
and women in mathematics, science and 
technology. A report, Expanding Choices: 
Math and Science Programs for Girls and 
Women, was released in 1992. A federal- 
provincial/territorial working group has pre- 
pared a paper for presentation at the June 
1993 meeting of Ministers Responsible for 
the Status of Women, which addresses how 
socialization and self-esteem affect the 
careers and aspirations of girls and women. 


The Canadian Committee on Women in 
Engineering was created, with federal 
Support, in February 1990, to examine the 
environment for and participation of women 
in engineering in Canada. Its report, 
released in April 1992, made 29 recommen- 
dations, ranging from changing the attitudes 
of educators, employers and the engineering 
profession, to addressing gender equity 
issues through training programs. The imple- 
mentation of these recommendations by 
both the private sector and the government 
is being monitored by Industry, Science and 
Technology Canada. 


Female students represent half the recipi- 
ents of the Canada Scholarships, estab- 
lished in January 1988, to encourage enroll- 
ment in engineering and natural sciences. A 
companion program, initiated by the National 
Research Council in November 1990, 
provides both financial assistance and 
career-related training to women enrolled 
in undergraduate studies in science and 
engineering at Canadian universities. 


Those Canadians most in need of-training 
and work experience are the focus of the 
Employment Program and Service 
Framework, created in July 1991 to replace 
the Canadian Jobs Strategy. Under the 
terms of the Employment Equity Act, women 
continue to be one of the Framework’s 
designated groups. The Framework has 
streamlined existing labour adjustment 


programs into four broad categories: 
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Measuring the Dimensions of Equality (cont'd) 


— information and special initiatives; 


— employability programs for the unem- 
ployed and candidates with low employ- 
ment potential: 


— labour market adjustment programs which 
assess labour needs and develop appro- 
priate responses; and 


— community development programs to 
assess long-term economic development 
needs and create employment opportuni- 
ties. 


One of the major initiatives funded under the 
Employment Program and Service 
Framework is the Self-Sufficiency Project, 
a $50-million research initiative to facilitate 
long-term economic self-sufficiency through 
employment for lone parents on social assis- 
tance, the majority of whom are women. 


The National Literacy Secretariat was 
established in 1988, to ensure that 
Canadians have access to the literacy skills 
that are the prerequisites for participation in 
an advancing economy. The Secretariat has 
demonstrated a particular interest in support- 
ing projects directed towards women, includ- 
ing an assessment of the literacy needs of 
women in conflict with the law and an exami- 
nation of the barriers women face in literacy 
programs. 


Q Work and family responsibilities 


The commitment made by First Ministers in 
1985 to economic equality for women also 
provided the impetus for a substantial collab- 
Orative effort by federal and provincial / 
territorial governments to promote the inte- 
gration of work and family responsibili- 
ties. A report on the implementation of 
strategies developed in this area by 
Ministers Responsible for the Status of 
Women was tabled at the First Ministers 
Conference in November 1989. Ministers of 
Labour made a commitment in April 1992 to 
work with Ministers Responsible for the 
Status of Women on the development of 
practical options for integrating work and 
family responsibilities. A joint federal- 


provincial /territorial working group has been 
established for this purpose, and has 
produced a draft paper examining options 
and suggesting strategies. The paper will 
presented for the consideration of Status of 
Women Ministers at their annual meeting in 
June 1993. 


The federal government has supported a 
number of other activities related to the inte- 
gration of work and family responsibilities, 
including a study of the practices of 
Canadian employers undertaken by the 
Conference Board of Canada, and a series 
of cross-country seminars highlighting suc- 
cesses in the provision of family-responsive 
benefits. New unemployment insurance 
maternity/parental benefits, in effect as of 
November 1990, provide 15 weeks of mater- 
nity benefits which can be supplemented by 
15 weeks of sickness benefits; 10 weeks of 
parental benefits are also available to natural 
or adoptive parents. Legislation tabled in the 
House of Commons in December 1992 
would provide the same flexibility as the 
Unemployment Insurance Act in the timing of 
parental leave, and would require that 
employers under federal jurisdiction make 
reasonable attempts to modify a job or 
arrange reassignment for pregnant employ- 
ees when their health needs so require. 


@ Unpaid work 


The first Canadian-organized International 
Conference on the Measurement and 
Valuation of Unpaid Work was held in 
Ottawa in April 1993. Sponsored by Status 
of Women Canada and Statistics Canada, 
the conference brought together statisticians 
from around the world and representatives of 
Canadian women’s groups to discuss the 
value, recognition and measurement of 
unpaid work such as household manage- 
ment, volunteer work and care-giving. Work 
is under way to develop questions about 
household and volunteer work for the 1996 
census. Data on unpaid labour contributes 
important information to policy decisions on 
child care, services for the elderly, taxation, 
Spousal support and programs to integrate 
work and family responsibilties. 
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Measuring the Dimensions of Equality (cont’d) 


Since 1984, the federal government has 
demonstrated its commitment to women’s 
equality by implementing a variety of legisla- 
tive and program initiatives dedicated to 
women’s advancement. The next issue of 


News in Brief 


Postage Stamps Honour Canadian Women 


Canada Post has issued a set of four stamps 
commemorating the contributions of four 
Canadian women: Inuit graphic artist 
Pitseolak Ashoona; social reformer Marie- 
Josephine Gérin-Lajoie; Helen Kinnear, the 
first federally appointed woman judge; and 
Adelaide Hoodless, founder of the National 
Council of Women of Canada and the 
Victorian Order of Nurses. The stamps are 
available until September 7, 1993, at most 
Canada Post outlets; they can also be 
ordered through the National Philatelic 
Centre, telephone 1-800-565-4362 (toll-free). 


PITSEOLAK « 1904-1983 | HELEN ALICE KINNEAR 1804-1970 


INUIT ARTIST + ARTISTE INU! 


LEGAL PIONEER - PIONNIERE OU DROIT 
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Perspectives will focus on the federal gov- 
ernment's record on issues of concern to 
women within the theme of Participation and 
Access. LJ 


New Guidelines for Women Refugee 
Claimants 


New guidelines issued by the Immigration 
and Refugee Board encourage members of 
the Board’s Refugee Division to take gender- 
related persecution into serious considera- 
tion when hearing women’s claims for 
refugee status in Canada. Under the 1951 
UN Convention on the Status of refugees to 
which Canada is signatory, claimants may 
apply for refugee status on the basis of five 
grounds of persecution: race, nationality, reli- 
gion and political opinion, as well as mem- 
bership within a particular social group. It is 
under the latter category that the new guide- 
lines apply. Board members are not bound to 
follow the guidelines but must explain their 
reasons for not recognizing gender-related 
persecution in their reasons for decision. 


Announced in March 1993, the guidelines 
were issued after extensive consultations 
with Immigration and Refugee Board mem- 
bers, staff, academics, the legal community 
and non-governmental organizations. Copies 
of the guidelines are available in English and 
French from: Communications Branch, 
Immigration and Refugee Board, 6th floor, 
240 Bank Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OK1, 
telephone (613) 995-7863. 


Le 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 


October is Women’s History Month 


Plans are now under way to mark Canada’s 
second annual Women’s History Month. The 
creation of Women’s History Month was 
announced by the Honourable Mary Collins, 
Minister Responsible for the Status of 
Women, in March 1992, as a means of fos- 
tering an appreciation of the past and pre- 
sent contributions of women in Canada — 
locally, regionally and nationally — and of 
recognizing the achievements of women as 
a vital part of our nation’s heritage. 


The theme for Women’s History Month 
this October is “‘HERstory of Work: 
Recognizing Women’s Contributions”. 
This year’s theme underlines the need to 
assign greater value to women’s historic 
accomplishments in the paid and unpaid 
work force. It was also chosen to highlight 


International News 


the importance of women’s participation in all 
sectors of the work force, and the need to 
better balance responsibility for unpaid work 
in the home through a fairer sharing of tasks 
between women and men. 


There are many different activities and 
events individuals and organizations can 
develop to celebrate Women’s History 
Month. Film festivals, book launches, art 
exhibits and archival displays are examples 
of activities which took place in 1992 to mark 
Women’s History Month. Further information 
on Women’s History Month will be avail- 
able in late summer. Please contact: 
Communications Directorate, Status of 
Women Canada, Suite 700, 360 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322, fax 
(613) 943-2386. le} 


This edition of Perspectives inaugurates a new feature highlighting Canada’s involvement in 
international activities to promote the equality of women world-wide. We hope you find it of 


interest. 
At the United Nations 


The UN Commission on the Status of 
Women adopted a Declaration on the 
Elimination of Violence Against Women on 
March 25, 1993. Canada played an instru- 
mental role in initiating and developing the 
Declaration, which states that violence 
against women impedes women’s enjoy- 
ment of human rights and fundamental free- 
doms (see Perspectives, Vol. 6, No.1). It 
calls on governments to prevent and punish 
acts of violence whether perpetrated by the 
state, within the general community or within 
the home, and also outlines a series of legal, 
administrative, social and educational mea- 
sures that states should take in an effort to 
eliminate violence against women. The 
Declaration will be forwarded to the UN 
World Conference on Human Rights in June 


for information, and will be considered by the 
UN General Assembly this fall. 


On February 25, 1993, the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights adopted a 
resolution dealing specifically with sexual 
violence against women in the former 
Yugoslavia. Co-sponsored by Canada, the 
resolution calls for a team of experts to con- 
duct an investigation into the widespread 
rape and abuse of women in the region, 
under the auspices of the special UN rappor- 
teur for the former Yugoslavia. Canada 
announced on March 5, 1993 that it will pro- 
vide $1.5 million in humanitarian assistance 
in aid of women and children who are vic- 
tims of sexual violence and other war atroci- 
ties in the former Yugoslavia, in addition to 
the $250,000 Canada designated for women 
in the region last December. 
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International News (cont'd) 


A resolution integrating the rights of women 
into the human rights mechanisms of the UN 
was also adopted by the Commission on 
Human Rights. Drafted and co-sponsored by 
Canada, the resolution was introduced on 
International Women’s Day, March 8, 1993, 
by Anne Park, head of the Canadian delega- 
tion. 


1995 World Conference preparations 


The fourth World Conference on Women 
and parallel NGO Forum will take place in 
Beijing, China, September 4 to 15, 1995. 
The Conference’s main objectives are to 
report on the implementation, to date, of the 
Forward-looking Strategies for the 
Advancement of Women adopted at the 
1985 World Conference in Nairobi, Kenya, 
and to prepare and promote a Platform for 
Action for the remainder of the century, 
focussing on those areas where improve- 


ments are particularly needed if the objec- . | 


tives of the Forward-looking Strategies are to 
be achieved. 


United Nations Secretary-General Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali announced in December 1992 


the appointment of Gertrude Mongella of 
Tanzania as Secretary-General of the fourth 
United Nations World Conference on 
Women. Most recently the Tanzanian High 
Commissioner to India, Ms. Mongella has 
held several Cabinet portfolios in the 
Tanzanian government, including Minister of 
State responsible for Women's Affairs. 


Status of Women Canada is responsible for 
federal government preparations for the 
World Conference. It will be working in part- 
nership with other federal government 
departments, the provinces and territories 
and women’s groups in Canada to organize 
activities within Canada and to contribute to 
regional and international preparations relat- 
ed to the Conference. Status of Women 
Canada has produced an information flyer 
about the 1995 World Conference; for a free 
copy. in English or French contact: 
Communications Directorate, Status of 
Women Canada, Suite 700, 360 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322, fax 
(613) 943-2386. 


1995 World Conference on Women Secretary-General Gertrude Mongella (c.) 
with (1. to r.): Peter Walker, Canada‘s Ambassador to Austria, John Mathiason 
of the United Nations, Vivian Collins and Rhonda Ferderber of Status of Women 
Canada, Stephen Moran and Fred Jacques of External Affairs Canada 


Parliamentary Update 
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This Perspectives feature highlights the progress of federal legislation affecting women, as 
well as the work of Parliamentary Committees on issues of interest to women. 


Criminal harassment legislation 


Justice Minister Pierre Blais tabled a Bill in 
the House of Commons on April 27, which 
proposes amending the Criminal Code to 
better respond to situations of violence 
against women and children. Under the pro- 
posed legislation, behaviour known as 
“stalking” would be addressed by the cre- 
ation of a new offence of criminal harass- 
ment. This provision would prohibit anyone 
from repeatedly communicating with or fol- 
lowing another person, a member of their 
family, or an acquaintance, if that behaviour 
causes the victim to reasonably fear for their 
safety or the safety of anyone known to 
them. Conviction on a charge of criminal 
harassment would carry a maximum penalty 
of five years in jail. Bill C-126 also proposes 
measures to facilitate the giving of evidence 
in court by children who are victims of 
abuse, clarifies provisions related to parental 
child abduction, and proposes to allow 
judges to prohibit sex offenders from fre- 
quenting places where children congregate 
and from being employed in positions of 
trust over children. The Bill was referred to a 
House of Commons Legislative Committee 
for detailed study on May 6. 


Custody and support 


Legislation passed by the House of 
Commons on February 12, 1993 will stream- 
line procedures related to custody and 
support orders. Under the new legislation, 
applications for such orders no longer have 
to be heard in the province where the 
divorce was granted. The new legislation 
also makes it easier to track non-custodial 
parents who abduct their children. 


In a related initiative, the Department of 
Justice has undertaken public consultations 
on child custody and access issues. These 
consultations are part of the Justice 
Department’s broader examination of family 
law, begun in June 1991, which is focussed 
on making the consequences of divorce fair- 
er and more equitable. A discussion paper 
has been produced which outlines some of 
the concerns and criticisms leveled at the 
current legal system related to custody and 
access. The public is invited to comment on 
possible reform approaches by December 
31, 1993. Copies of the discussion paper are 
available in English and French from: 
Communications and Consultation Branch, 
Department of Justice, 239 Wellington 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OH8, telephone 
(613) 957-4222. = 


Partners in the Community 


“Partners in the Community” is a regular Perspectives feature which publicizes the activities of 
voluntary groups actively promoting women's well-being and advancement in society. Brief 
descriptions of your organization’s mandate and activities are invited for inclusion in future 


issues. 


AIDS Nova Scotia: Women and AIDS 
Project 


The Women and AIDS Project administered 
by the non-profit, community-based organi- 


zation, AIDS Nova Scotia, provides support 
services to women with HIV and AIDS. In 
addition to raising public awareness of the 
disease’s impact on women, the Projects 
staff engages in advocacy while offering 
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sensitivity training to health-care profession- 
als, and operating a resource centre and an 
information and referral line. For more infor- 
mation contact: Liliane Couture, AIDS Nova 
Scotia, 206-5224 Blowers Street, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia B3J 1J7, telephone (902) 
425-4882. 


Le Centre de Santé des Femmes de 
Sherbrooke 


This women’s health centre encourages 
women to assume control of their health by 
adopting a feminist approach linking health 
to the social conditions that affect women’s 
lives. The centre offers a variety of 
workshops which address issues such as 
female sexuality, body imaging, birth control, 
menstruation, menopause and adolescent 
sexuality. Participants are invited to share 
their health concerns and experiences with a 
view to effecting change in existing medical 


systems. For more information about the 


centre’s services, contact: Marie-France Hétu, 
Co-ordinator, Le Centre de Santé des 


Femmes de Sherbrooke, P.O. Box 335, 
Sherbrooke, Quebec J1H 5J1, telephone 
(819) 564-7885. 


St. John’s Women’s Film and Video 
Festival 


The Fourth Annual St. John’s Women’s Film 
and Video Festival will be held this year on 
October 14-17. The festival has been a vital 
forum for emerging and established women 
artists, and is committed to searching out 
works which present the wide range of 
women’s experience. The Festival invites the 
submission of films and videos that are 
directed, written and/or produced by women. 
Submissions must be in English or have 
English subtitles. Biographies and publicity 
photos should accompany submissions. The 
deadline for submissions is June 30, 1993. 
For more information contact: St. John’s 
Women’s Film and Video Festival, P.O. Box 
984, St. John’s, Newfoundland AIC 6C2, 
telephone (709) 772-0358. Ey 


Sources and Resources 


An Example of an Economic Model to 
Assist in the Determination of Spousal 
Support is a computer model and user’s 
manual produced for Status of Women 
Canada and the Department of Justice by 
economist Richard Kerr, which presents one 
method of determining spousal support upon 
marriage breakdown. The model examines 
the long-term loss of earnings capacity expe- 
rienced by women who work part-time or 
who leave the paid labour force for extended 
periods to care for their families. It is based 
on and should be used in conjunction with 
the earlier report, An Economic Model to 
Assist in the Determination of Spousal 
Support, released in 1992 (see 
Perspectives Vol. 5, No. 3). Both documents 
are available in English and French from: 
Communications Directorate, Status of 


Women Canada, Suite 700, 360 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322, fax 
(613) 943-2386. 


Winning With Women in Trades, 
Technology, Science and Engineering is a 
recent study produced by the National 
Advisory Board on Science and Technology. 
A blueprint for achieving women’s equitable 
participation in the skilled trades and in tech- 
nical, technological and scientific fields, 
the study examines the barriers faced 
by women working in these non-traditional 
areas and offers recommendations to 
Support and promote equal opportunities 
for women. Each recommendation is 
accompanied by practical strategies and 
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Sources and Resources (cont'd) 


provides a timeframe for action. Copies of 
the report are available in English and 
French from: National Advisory Board on 
Science and Technology Secretariat, 
8th floor west, 240 Sparks Street, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A OH5, telephone (613) 998-2139. 


Women in Universities: A Survey of the 
Status of Female Faculty and Students at 
Canadian Universities reports the findings 
of a study undertaken by the Canadian 
Federation of University Women, which 
examined a number of campus life issues 
from women’s perspective. Forty-five 
Canadian universities participated in the pro- 
ject. The report features a “Profile of the 
Woman-Friendly University,” a checklist of 
features to improve the status of women on 
campus. Copies are available in English or 
French at a cost of $10 from: The Canadian 
Federation of University Women, 55 
Parkdale Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 1E5, 
telephone/fax (613) 722-8732. 


Inequality in the Classroom is a 26-minute 
video and training manual on racist and sex- 
ist discrimination against women in 
the classroom. Produced by Concordia 
University’s Office on the Status of Women, 
these resource tools aim at sensitizing pro- 
fessors and adult educators on the differen- 
tial treatment of women, while recommend- 
ing alternative teaching practices that foster 
an inclusive learning environment in class- 
rooms. Available in English or French, the 
video and manual can be purchased for $40 
each (plus taxes and shipping) from: Visual 
Media Resources, H-341, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve Boulevard West, Montreal, 
Quebec H3G 1M8, fax (514) 848-3441. 


The theme of violence against women is 
explored in two special issues of Women’s 
Education des Femmes, the quarterly mag- 
azine of the Canadian Congress for Learning 
Opportunities for Women. The issue entitled 
“Violence Prevention” highlights the impor- 
tance of education in preventing violence 
and the need to reverse the social context in 
which violence against women is condoned. 
The issue “Learning and Violence: Women 
Speak Out“ features personal testimonies 
about the impact of violence on learning. 
The issues feature both English and French 
articles. Copies can be ordered individually 
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for $4.98 or as a set of two issues for $8.56 
(plus 10 per cent postage and handling) 
from: Canadian Congress for Learning 
Opportunities for Women, 47 Main Street, 
Toronto, Ontario M4E 2V6, telephone (416) 
699-1909. 


A series of reports documenting the Quebec 
government’s efforts to promote equality in 
employment is now available. Rapport 
d’évaluation concernant le Programme 
d’accés a l’égalité pour les femmes de la 
fonction publique du 

Québec, 
1987-1990 
examines the 
Quebec gov- 
ernment’s 
record in im- 
plementing 
the objectives 
of its program 
for women’s 
equality in the 
public service. 
The program's 
second phase, 
put in place in 
June 1992, is 
described in 
Le defi de 
l’égalite: 
Programme 
d’acces a 
l’égalite de 

la fonction 
publique du Québec pour les femmes 
1992-1997. A companion program directed 
toward cultural minorities is presented in 
Programme d’accès à l’égalité de la 
fonction publique du Québec pour les 
membres des communautés culturelles 
1990-1994. Copies of these three reports 
are available in French from: Catherine Anne 
Devlin, Secrétariat du Conseil du trésor, 
Government of Quebec, 1st floor, 875 
Grande-Allée East, Quebec City, Quebec 
G1R 5R8, telephone (418) 643-2354. A 
report by the Ministère des Affaires munici- 
pales, En toute équité: Plan d’action en 
matière de condition féminine, deals with 
equality for women in all spheres of munici- 
pal activity as well as in the department. 
Copies are available in French from: 
Lyse Pelletier, Ministère des Affaires 


PLAN D'ACTION MINISTERTEL 


à\ POUR LE PERSONNEL FEMININ 


MIEUX-ÊTRE 
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municipales, Government of Quebec, 
Section B, 3rd floorw20.sChauveau 
Street, Quebec City, Quebec G1R 4J3, 
telephone (418) 691-2023. Mieux-être: 
Plan d’action ministériel pour le per- 
sonnel féminin describes initiatives 
being undertaken by the Ministére des 
Approvisionnements et Services to 
improve its workplace for women. 
Copies are available in French from: 
Carole Zicat, Ministere des Approvision- 
nements et Services, Government of 
Quebec, Lomer-Gouin Building, 1st floor, 
975 Saint-Amable Street, Quebec City, 
Quebec G1R 5N9, telephone (418) 
644-1822. 


The next issue of Perspectives will be 
published in the fall of 1998. 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives 
is permitted provided the source is men- 
tioned. Perspectives is published three 
times a year by: 


Communications Directorate 
Status of Women Canada 
Suite 700 

360 Albert Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 
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Violence Against Women Report Released 


n July 29, 1993, 
the Canadian Panel 
on Violence Against 


Women released its Final Report, 
entitled Changing the Land- 
scape: Ending Violence — Ach- 
ieving Equality. A milestone for 
women in Canada, the Panel’s 
Report is the world’s first compre- 
hensive national study of vio- 
lence against women. The 
Report focuses on two goals: 
the elimination of violence 
against women and the 
achievement of women’s equality. 


CANADIAN PANEL 
ON V 


AGAINST WOMEN 


The Panel’s Report contains a National 
Action Plan of nearly 500 recommendations 
addressed to organizations, institutions, gov- 
ernments and individuals. The Panel has 
also produced a Community Kit to help 
communities develop local action plans to 
end violence against women. 


Established by the federal government in 
August 1991, the 13-member Panel and 
Aboriginal Circle visited 139 communities 
across Canada, meeting with over 1,500 
groups and 4,000 individuals, in addition to 
commissioning research and consulting with 
experts. 


The Honourable Mary Collins, Minister 
Responsible for the Status of Women, 


Condition féminine 
Canada 


Status of Women 


ivi 


Canada 
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praised the Panel’s Report, com- 
menting that “it speaks to 
Canadians through the voices of 
women whose daily lives are 
affected by violence and abuse.” 
Confirming the federal government's 
commitment to the principle of zero 
tolerance of violence against 
women, Minister Collins chal- 
lenged all Canadians to work 
together “to establish a soci- 
ety where violence has been 
eliminated at its roots, and 
where the contributions and 
aspirations of women are fully acknowledged 
and rewarded.” 


COMITE CANADIEN 


FAITE AUX FEMMES 


To encourage this process of systemic 
change, Status of Women Canada is devel- 
oping a Framework for Women’s Equality 
and Safety to assess the impact on women of 
all of the government’s policies, programs 
and legislation. Minister Collins has also 
undertaken to discuss the Panel’s Report and 
its recommendations with her provincial and 
territorial colleagues and with representatives 
from the eight sectors of society mentioned in 
the Report, to seek their participation in 
developing the short- and long-term solutions 
that are needed to eliminate violence against 
women. Status of Women Canada will be co- 
ordinating the federal response to the Panel's 
report, as well as a demonstration project 
using the Community Kit. 
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Violence Against Women Report Released (cont'd) 


Copies of the Panel’s Report and other 
materials have been distributed to libraries, 
and are also available for purchase, 
in English or French, from: Canada 
Communication Group, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0S9, telephone (819) 956-4802, fax 
(819) 994-1498. The Final Report is priced at 
$32.00, the Executive Summary and 
Community Kit are $19.95 each. The Panel 
has also produced a half-hour video in 


English and French, Without Fear/Pour ne 
plus avoir peur, which can be purchased for 
$26.95 from the Canada Communication 
Group, telephone toll free 1-800-565-0515. 
The video can also be rented or purchased 
from National Film Board Libraries across 
Canada, telephone toll free 1-800-561-7104 
(in Atlantic Canada); 1-800-363-0328 (in 
Quebec); 1-800-267-7710 (in Ontario); or 
1-800-661-9867 (in the rest of Canada). 


October is Women’s History Month 


HERstory of Work: Recognizing Women’s 
Contributions is the theme for the second 
annual Women’s History Month being cele- 
brated across Canada this October. The 
history of Canadian women at work is quite 


simple: women have always worked. But — 


women’s work, whether paid or unpaid, has 
been consistently less valued than men’s 
work. As a consequence, women’s contribu- 
tions to Canada’s economic and social 
development have gone largely unheralded 
and unrewarded. Women’s History Month 


1993 encourages activities and events that 


increase awareness and appreciation of the 
role of women and their work. A poster, 
speech and a newsletter containing suggest- 
ed activities, a quiz, film and book list 
and other ideas for celebrating Women’s 
History Month 1993 are available in English 
and French in limited quantities from: 
Communications Directorate, Status of 
Women Canada, Suite 700, 360 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322. fax 
(613) 943-2386. i 
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Women have always worked 


Public Archives of Prince Edward Island 
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Measuring the Dimensions of Equality 


The November 1984 Speech from the Throne made a clear statement of the federal govern- 
ment’s commitment to equality for women. Under the themes of Social Justice, Economic 
Equality, Constructive Internationalism, and Participation and Access, the federal government 
pledged to work to create the conditions that would enable women to achieve equal opportuni- 
ties, equal access and equal benefits in the society they share with men. 


With this edition of Perspectives, we conclude our four-part review of federal government initia- 
tives on issues of concern to women since 1984, by examining the federal government's record 
in the area of participation and access. Additional copies of the three previous installments of 
“Measuring the Dimensions of Equality” are available from: Communications Directorate, Status 
of Women Canada, Suite 700, 360 Albert Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone (613) 


995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322, fax (613) 943-2386. 


Participation and Access 


A key part of the federal government’s 
agenda for promoting women’s equality 
has been the opening up of avenues for 
women’s full participation in — and 
access to — all of society's endeavours. A 
particular focus has been the compound- 
ed challenges faced by Aboriginal women, 
immigrant and visible minority women, 
women with disabilities and senior 
women. When women do not have an 
equal share of opportunities to participate 
and contribute, society loses economically 
and socially. For the economy, it means 
lost chances and decreased productivity. 
For society, it is a denial of social justice 
for which we all share responsibility. 


Q Aboriginal Women 


In June 1985, legislation amending the 
Indian Act was passed, restoring the status 
and right to band membership to Indian 
women who had lost such status by virtue of 
their marriage to non-Indians. To help 
accommodate the needs of those who have 
had their Indian status reinstated, additional 
federal funding was announced in April 1989 
for housing construction on reserves, educa- 
tion, social assistance and economic devel- 
opment. 


In 1989, a Plan of Action for Aboriginal 
Women and Economic Development was 
put together by a working group composed 
of representatives from the three national 
Aboriginal women’s groups and Status of 


Women Canada. The Plan was the catalyst 
for the creation of an Aboriginal Women and 
Economic Development Steering Committee 
and Co-ordinator’s office, announced in 
March 1991. Now incorporated as Economic 
Development for Canadian Aboriginal 
Women (EDCAW), this non-profit organiza- 
tion has been allocated federal funding of 
$840,000 over four years to develop educa- 
tion and training opportunities to foster eco- 
nomic and business skills among Aboriginal 
women, develop a data base on the econom- 
ic activities of Aboriginal women, communi- 
cate and network, and engage in ongoing 
consultations with the federal government. 


The federal government’s Aboriginal 
Women’s Program provides funding to 
groups and associations for projects and 
activities that engage and advance the par- 
ticipation of Aboriginal women in contempo- 
rary society. 


Aboriginal women are members of two of the 
groups designated under the Employment 
Equity Act and the Federal Contractors 
Program, put in place in 1986 to remove 
artificial barriers to hiring, training and pro- 
motion, and the Employment Program and 
Service Framework, the federal govern- 
ment’s major labour adjustment initiative. 
The Indian and Inuit Health Careers 
Program has achieved major success in 
increasing the participation of Aboriginal 
women in health careers through the provi- 
sion of bursaries and developmental funding 
to post-secondary institutions. Since the 
Program’s inception in 1984, 80 per cent of 
its participants have been Aboriginal women. 
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Measuring the Dimensions of Equality (cont’d) 


An Indian and Inuit Community Action 
Strategy is part of the federal Brighter 
Futures initiative for children, announced in 
May 1992. With the goal of improving the 
physical, mental and social well-being of 
Aboriginal children, their families and their 
communities, the Strategy has been allocat- 
ed $160 million in funding over its first five 
years to focus on community mental health, 
child development and solvent abuse. 


The Family Violence Initiative announced 
in June 1988, and extended for another four 
years in February 1991, includes funding for 
Indian and Inuit community-based projects 
addressing issues such as child abuse, 
spousal assault and abuse of the elderly. A 
four-member Aboriginal Circle was an inte- 
gral part of the Canadian Panel on 
Violence Against Women. The Panel’s 
report, issued in July 1993, contains 38 rec- 
ommendations specific to the situations of 


Aboriginal and Inuit women. (See page 1 for : 


details about the Panel’s report.) 


As announced in September 1990, the feder- 
al government will be replacing the Prison for 
Women in Kingston with five new regional 
facilities, including an Aboriginal Healing 


Lodge which will be located in Maple Creek, — 


Saskatchewan. 


2 Women with Disabilities 


Women with disabilities have benefited from 
a variety of taxation measures implemented 
since 1984. The disability tax credit has been 
increased from $575 to $700, and the med- 
ical expense credit has been expanded to 
include new disability-related expenses and 
the cost of part-time attendant care. 
Employers may now deduct the full cost of 
fitting up their premises to accommodate 
workers with disabilities. Benefits provided 
by employers to help persons with disabili- 
ties are no longer taxed, and the cost of a 
part-time attendant needed by a person with 
disabilities in order to take employpenh is 
now deductible. 


Amendments to the Canada Pension Plan 
(CPP), passed in December 1991, increased 
benefits for dependent children of disabled 
and deceased CPP contributors by 37 per 


cent. Legislation was passed at the federal 
level in February 1992, subject to provincial 
ratification, to allow for late applications for 
CPP disability pensions. Disability pensions 
under the Canada and Quebec Pension 
Plans now qualify as earned income for pur- 
poses of Registered Retirement Savings 
Plan contributions. 


Women with disabilities are members of two 
of the groups designated under the 
Employment Equity Act, the Federal 
Contractors Program and the Employment 
Program and Service Framework. 


© Immigrant and Visible Minority Women 


In September 1987, the federal government 
introduced the Citizenship and Community 
Participation Program to provide financial 
assistance for projects which address the 
specific needs of first-generation Canadians. 
These include settlement services, orienta- 
tion and learning opportunities, and leader- 
ship and organizational skills development. 


Language training is key to enabling immi- 
grant women to participate fully in Canadian 
society. Two new immigrant language train- 
ing programs, introduced in 1992, have 
broadened the access of women immigrants 
and refugees to training in Canada’s official 
languages. Language Training for 
Newcomers to Canada provides basic lan- 
guage instruction, and is open to all immi- 
grants and refugees. Labour Market 
Language Training provides specialized lan- 
guage training beyond the basic level and 
targets immigrants and refugees who have 
occupational skills that are in demand in their 
local labour market. 


Visible minority women are members of two 
of the groups designated under the 
Employment Equity Act, the Federal 
Contractors’ Program, as well as the 
Employment Program and Service 
Framework, which was amended in 1987 to 
enable immigrant women to include lan- 
guage training in their training plans if their 
lack of language proficiency is a barrier to 
their successful integration into the labour 
market. 
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Measuring the Dimensions of Equality (cont'd) 


The federal government created the Women 
at Risk program in 1988 to provide for the 
resettlement of refugee women who are in 
physical danger or who are disadvantaged 
because of the denial of education and 
employment opportunities in their country of 
Origin. New guidelines on women refugees 
were issued in March 1993 by the 
Immigration and Refugee Board. The guide- 
lines encourage members of the Board to 
take gender-related persecution into serious 
consideration when hearing women’s claims 
for refugee status in Canada. 


The Live-In Caregiver Program, which 
came into effect in April 1992, enables immi- 
grants admitted to Canada on temporary 
work permits as live-in caregivers to apply 
for permanent residence in Canada after two 
years of employment. 


© Senior Women 


In January 1985, the Spouses’ Allowance 
was extended to widows and widowers aged 
60 to 64. Women have also been the benefi- 
ciaries of amendments made since 1984 
to the legislation governing a number of 
federally regulated pension plans to 
equalize benefits for women and men, to 
provide for the sharing of pension benefits 
between spouses upon marriage breakdown, 
to extend coverage to part-time employees 
and to continue survivor benefits upon 
remarriage (amendments to the Pensions 
Act, 1985 and 1988; Pensions Benefits 
Standards Act, 1987; Canada Pension Plan, 
1987; Income Tax Act, 1990; and various 
public service Superannuation acts, 1989 
and 1992). 


In 1987, a Seniors Secretariat was estab- 
lished to enhance consultations between 
seniors and the federal government and to 
heighten public awareness of issues of inter- 
est to seniors. The needs of senior women 
have been the focus of regional workshops 
organized by the Seniors Secretariat. The 
Seniors Secretariat and Status of Women 
Canada lead an interdepartmental working 
group which is examining the issue of older 
women and economic well-being. 


The federal government announced in 
February 1988 a Seniors Strategy which 
includes a Seniors Independence Program 
to support projects aimed at improving the 
quality of life for seniors in Canada and addi- 
tional funding for the New Horizons Program. 
Renewed in April 1993, the Strategy also 
includes a fund for research focusing on dis- 
eases associated with aging, and a new pro- 
gram linking seniors with business, labour 
and government in joint ventures addressing 
age-related issues. 


As part of the Family Violence Initative, a 
federal interdepartmental working group on 
senior abuse was established in 1991 to 
address elder abuse through public educa- 
tion, research and community-based pro- 
jects. 


© Culture and Communications 


In November 1986, the National Film Board 
established Regards de femmes, to provide 
a forum for French-speaking Canadian 
women filmmakers. It is similar in function 
and purpose to the National Film Board’s 
English language Studio D. Both film units 
were created to bring women’s perspectives 
to the film media and to provide practical 
training to women filmmakers. The govern- 
ment also funds the Federal Women’s Film 
Program which coordinates the efforts of 
federal departments and agencies to ensure 
the production and distribution of timely films 
on current issues affecting women and 
society. 


In January 1986, the government released a 
report Summarizing efforts over two years by 
broadcasters and advertisers to deal with 
sex-role stereotyping. The Canadian 
Radio-Television and Telecommunications 
Commission (CRTC) held a public hearing 
on the subject, and in December 1986 
issued guidelines to improve the depiction of 
women in the broadcast media and to 
increase their overall presence in broadcast- 
ing. The federal government has also issued 
guidelines to eliminate sex-role stereotyping 
in its own communications. 
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Measuring the Dimensions of Equality (cont'd) 


Violence in the media has become an issue 
of importance to the federal government 
because of mounting concern about the 
relationship it bears to violent behaviour and 
crime. A Violence in the Media Action Plan 
has been undertaken, as part of the 1991 
renewal of the Family Violence Initiative. 
In February 1993, the Minister of 
Communications also announced a five-point 
strategy to reduce media violence, which 
includes a code of ethics, a public education 
campaign to be conducted by the Canadian 
Association of Broadcasters with federal 
support, encouragement to Canada’s major 
advertisers to avoid placing ads within vio- 
lent television programs, collaboration with 
American broadcasters and regulators, and 
an award recognizing contributions towards 
making television less violent. 


Fitness and Sport 


The federal government announced the 
adoption of a Policy on Women and Sport 
in October 1986, designed to promote 
greater female involvement in all aspects of 
amateur sport. Included among the Policy’s 
initiatives are the Women in Sport 
Leadership program, the National Coaching 
School for Women, a resource package and 


programmers handbook aimed at assisting ~ 


communities in designing sports programs to 
attract girls and young women, and a bibliog- 
raphy on women, sport and physical activity. 
A federal Advisory Committee on Girls 
and Women and Physical Activity has 
been established. Its mandate is to make 
recommendations related to the integration 
of the fitness needs of girls and women into 


all aspects of Fitness Canada’s services and 


activities. 
Appointments 


Positive action has been taken since 1984 to 
increase the representation of women on 
federal boards, agencies and commissions, 


in federally appointed judicial posts, the 
diplomatic corps and in senior positions in 
the federal public service. Thirty-two per cent 
of appointments made to federal boards, 
agencies and commissions since 1984 have 
been women, an increase from 15 per cent. 
The number of women in the federally 
appointed judiciary increased from 37 to 118 
during this period, and a number of women 
have been appointed to higher judicial office, 
including the first woman appointed Chief 
Justice of a province, the first women 
appointed to Federal Courts of Trial and 
Appeal, and the second and third women 
appointed to the Supreme Court of Canada. 
Since 1984, the number of women appointed 
to positions as ambassadors, high commis- 
sioners and consuls general increased from 
2 to 17, and the number of women serving in 
the federal public service at the deputy min- 
ister or equivalent level increased from 7 to 


~ 22. Thirteen of the appointments made to the 


Senate since 1984 have been women, bring- 
ing the total of sitting women senators to 15. 


Q Support for Women’s Groups 


The Women’s Program, now with the 
Department of Human Resources and 
Labour, is the primary source of federal fund- 
ing for women’s groups and other voluntary 
Organizations working to achieve equality for 
women. The Program has supported hun- 
dreds of groups undertaking activities such 
as conferences, research, and public educa- 
tion on women’s equality issues. In February 
1993, the federal government renewed the 
Women’s Program on a permanent basis. 


Q Women’s History Month 


October was designated by the federal 
government as Women’s History Month for 
the first time in 1992, as a way of publicly 
recognizing the significant, but often over- 
looked, contributions of women to Canadian 
society. 
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News 1n Brief 


New Women’s Health Bureau 


On August 20, 1993, the Honourable Mary 
Collins, Minister of Health and Minister Respon- 
sible for the Status of Women, announced the 
creation of a Women’s Health Bureau within 
Health Canada. The Bureau will co-ordinate the 
initiatives of the Department as they relate 
to women and will focus on health issues of 
particular concern to women. The Bureau’s 
activities will include education and advocacy, 
promotion of holistic and gender-sensitive 
approaches to health, and liaison with women’s 
groups and other health organizations. Abby 
Hoffman, former Director of Sport Canada and 
more recently Executive Director of the 
Canadian Panel on Violence Against Women, 
heads up the new Bureau. 


Status of Women Ministers at their annual meeting 


Status of Women Ministers Meet 


The 12th annual meeting of federal, provincial 
and territorial Ministers Responsible for the 
Status of Women took place June 6-8, 1993 in 
St. Andrews by the Sea, New Brunswick, co- 
chaired by the Honourable Mary Collins and the 
Honourable Allen E. Maher, New Brunswick 
Finance Minister. 


At the conclusion of their meeting, Ministers 
issued a statement affirming their continued com- 
mitment to the achievement of women’s full 
equality, emphasizing the importance of maintain- 
ing strong government structures dedicated to the 
advancement of women. Ministers also agreed to 
send a letter to the United Nations Secretary 
General, indicating their support for the UN Draft 


Newfoundland Women’ s Policy Office 


Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women, which is scheduled for consideration by 
the UN General Assembly this fall. 


Two documents were tabled at the meeting for 
discussion by Ministers: Women and Men in 
the Workplace: A Discussion of Workplace 
Supports for Workers with Family Respon- 
sibilities, prepared in collaboration with federal, 
provincial and territorial labour department offi- 
cials, and Gender Socialization: New Ways, 
New World, a paper examining how boys and 
girls are socialized, with recommendations for 
eliminating gender bias in learning situations. 
Both documents are available in English or 
French from: Communications Directorate, 
Status of Women Canada, Suite 700, 360 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322, fax (613) 
943-2386. 


Gender Equality in the Justice System 


Justice Minister Pierre Blais released 
the Report of the Federal/Provincial/ 
Territorial Working Group of Attorneys 
General on Gender Equality in the Canadian 
Justice System on July 5, 1993. The Report 
contains 127 proposals for action, including judi- 
cial sensitization to gender bias, improved public 
legal education, enhanced Crown contact with 
victims, and increased support for women victims 
of violence. The Report also makes recommen- 
dations related to women working in the justice 
system, gender bias in substantive law, and 
improvements in the response of the justice sys- 
tem to women in conflict with the law. 


On September 7, 1993, Minister Blais released 
the Department of Justice Response to the 
Recommendations of the Symposium on 
Women, Law and the Administration of 
Justice. The Symposium, held in Vancouver in 
June 1991, produced 215 recommendations 
focussed on building a justice system that better 
reflects the realities of women’s lives. 


Copies of the Working Group’s Report and of the 
Response to the Recommendations of the 
Symposium are available in English and French 
from: Communications and Consultations 
Branch, Department of Justice, 239 Wellington 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OH8, telephone 
(613) 957-4222. LI 
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International News 


This Perspectives feature highlights Canada’s involvement in international activities to promote 


the equality of women world-wide. 


Commonwealth Women’s Affairs 
Ministers Meeting 


The Honourable Mary Collins led the 
Canadian delegation to the fourth meeting of 
Commonwealth Ministers Responsible for 
Women’s Affairs, which took place July 6-8, 
1993 in Nicosia, Cyprus. Ministers represent- 
ing 40 Commonwealth countries undertook 
discussions on a wide range of issues, 
including women and AIDS, women and the 
environment, and preparations by 
Commonwealth countries for the 1995 World 
Conference on Women in Beijing, China. 


Hon. Mary Collins and the Canadian delegation to the 
Commonwealth Women’s Affairs Ministers Meeting 


Ministers agreed to take a strongly worded 
message to their Heads of Government con- 
cerning the actions necessary to further the 
goal of equality for women in the Common- 
wealth. The message calls for the full partici- 
pation of women in all political and decision- 
making processes of the Commonwealth, 


Rhonda Ferderber 


endorses the United Nations Draft 
Declaration on the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women, and encourages all 
Commonwealth countries to ratify the UN 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination Against Women. The mes- 
sage also calls for the implementation of the 
Ottawa Declaration on Women and 
Structural Adjustment, adopted by 
Commonwealth Women’s Affairs Ministers at 
their 1990 meeting and endorsed by 
Commonwealth Heads of Government in 
1991. 


The text of the Women’s Affairs Ministers 
message to Commonwealth Heads of 
Government is available in English or French 
from: Communications Directorate, Status of 
Women Canada, Suite 700, 360 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322, fax 
(613) 943-2386. 


Commonwealth Women’s Network 
Founded 


Perspectives is pleased to feature the fol- 
lowing article contributed by Ceta 
Ramkhalawansingh. Ms. Ramkhalawansingh 
was a member of the Canadian delegation to 
the Commonwealth Women’s Affairs 
Meeting in Cyprus, as the then-President of 
MATCH International Centre, a Canadian 
women’s non-governmental organization 
involved in international development issues. 


Since the first meeting of Commonwealth 
Women’s Affairs Ministers in 1985, Canadian 
NGOs have been active advocates of the 
need for greater participation by non-govern- 
mental organizations in the policy-making 
processes of the Commonwealth. Following 
a planning meeting held in Toronto in 
September 1991, the founding meeting of 
the Commonwealth Women’s Network of 
NGOs took place in July 1993 during the 
fourth meeting of Commonwealth Ministers 
Responsible for Women’s Affairs. Present at 
the founding meeting were representatives 


[> 
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International News (cont'd) 


of non-governmental organizations from 14 
Commonwealth countries. As well as con- 
firming Asha Kambon of Trinidad and 
Tobago as the Network’s first chair, approval 
was given to the Network’s terms of 
reference drawn up at the Toronto planning 
meeting. 


The next meeting of the Commonwealth 
Women’s Network will be held prior to the 
1995 World Conference on Women, likely at 
a location in South-East Asia, en route to the 
World Conference in Beijing. In preparation 
for the next meeting of Commonwealth 
Women’s Affairs Ministers scheduled for 
1996 in Trinidad and Tobago, resources will 
be sought for regional meetings of the 
Commonwealth Women’s Network. Copies 
of the documents related to the Network’s 
establishment are available at nominal cost 
from: Ceta Ramkhalawansingh, MATCH 
International Centre, Suite 1102, 200 Elgin 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1L5, telephone 
(613) 238-1312, fax (613) 238-6867. Further 
information about the Commonwealth 
Women’s Network can also be obtained by 
contacting: Asha Kambon, c/o The Network 
of NGOs of Trinidad and Tobago for the 
Advancement of Women, 9 Fitzblackman 
Drive, P.O. Box 410, Port of Spain, Trinidad 
and Tobago. 


Parliamentary Update 


World Conference on Human Rights 


Women’s rights as human rights was a major 
theme at the World Conference on Human 
Rights held in Vienna, June 14-25, 1993. 
Delegates from 183 United Nations countries 
and representatives from 1,000 non-govern- 
mental organizations discussed the scale of 
human-rights abuses suffered by women 
world-wide. The final declaration of principles 
and action, issued at the end of the 
Conference, broke new ground by extending 
the definition of human rights to embrace the 
rights of women. Stating that “the human 
rights of women and of the girl-child are an 
unalienable, integral and indivisible part of 
universal human rights,” the declaration calls 
for the elimination of sexual harassment, 
exploitation and gender-based violence, and 
requests the UN General Assembly to estab- 
lish a special investigator to ensure that gov- 
ernments do not violate women’s rights as 
recognized by the UN. A leading participant 
in the Conference’s deliberations concerning 
women’s rights, Canada announced on June 
16, 1993 that it will contribute $500,000 over 
the next two years to facilitate the integration 
of women’s rights into the UN human rights 
system. Copies of the Conference declara- 
tion are available in English and French 
from: Communications Directorate, Status of 
Women Canada, Suite 700, 360 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322, fax 
(613) 943-2386. ie 


This Perspectives feature highlights the progress of federal legislation affecting women, as 
well as the work of Parliamentary Committees on issues of interest to women. 


Legislative Action Against Violence 


Protecting women and children from violence 
is the focus of legislation which received 
Royal Assent on June 23, 1993. The legisla- 
tion amends the Criminal Code to create a 
new offence of criminal harassment that pro- 
hibits staiking. The new law also provides 
increased protection for children from sex 
offenders, facilitates the testimony of chil- 
dren in court, and clarifies provisions dealing 
with the abduction of a chiid by a parent. 
(See Perspectives, Vol.6, No.2.) 


Also receiving Royal Assent on June 23, 
1993 was legislation dealing with child 
pornography. The legislation makes it illegal 
to possess material depicting explicit sexual 
activity involving children under 18 or adults 
portrayed as being under 18. The Bill also 
prohibits possession of photos depicting a 
child’s sexual organs or anal region for 
sexual purpose, as well as written material 
counselling sexual activity with children. 
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Parliamentary Update (cont'd) 


On May 25, 1993, Solicitor General Doug 
Lewis released for public comment and con- 
sultation a package of proposed legislation 
designed to prevent high-risk offenders from 
committing additional acts of violence, par- 
ticularly against women and children. 
Included among the proposals are new 
powers assigned to the courts to keep high- 


risk, violent offenders in custody as long as 
their release poses a threat to society. 
Copies of the proposals are available in 
English and French from: Communications 
Group, Department of Public Security, 
12th Floor, 340 Laurier Avenue West, 
Ottawa, Ontario KiA OP8, telephone 
(613) 990-2733. LJ 


Partners in the Community 


“Partners in the Community” is a regular Perspectives feature which publicizes the activities of 
voluntary groups actively promoting women’s well-being and advancement in society. Brief 
descriptions of your organization’s mandate and activities are invited for inclusion in future 


issues. 


The National Council of 
Women of Canada 


The National Council of | 
Women of Canada celebrates its 100th 
anniversary this year. Founded in 1893 to 
advocate for improvements in the quality of 
life for Canadian women, their families and 


communities, the Council has successfully 


championed many causes, including the 
Persons Case of 1929, the establishment of 
the Women’s Bureau of Labour Canada in 
1954, and the creation of the Royal 
Commission on the Status of Women 
in 1967. Today, the Council represents a 
multi-faceted association of groups working 
on issues ranging from violence against 
women and pornography, to child care 
and reproductive technology. For more 
information, contact: Katherine Tait, 
Executive Assistant, The National Council 
of Women of Canada, 20-270 MacLaren 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K2P OM3, telephone 
(613) 233-4953. 


Big Sisters Association of Orillia 


The Big Sisters Association of Orillia is a 
non-profit, volunteer organization which 
provides young girls between the ages of 6 


and 16 with a female companion. Volunteers 
commit their time and efforts with the objec- 
tive of promoting women as role models who 
can offer positive life experiences and 
encouragement to young girls. For more 
information, contact: Big Sisters Association 
of Orillia, 29 Albert Street North, Orillia, 
Ontario L3V 5J9, telephone (705) 326-1607. 


International Conference on Women in the 
North 


An International Conference on Women’s 
Issues in the North is planned for summer 
1994 in Fairbanks, Alaska. Scholars and 
experts on women’s issues from Canada, 
the United States, Russia and the 
Scandanavian countries are invited to meet 
to discuss and exchange information from 
the perspective of northern women. Issues 
suggested for examination at the Conference 
include women in leadership roles, health 
issues, environmental concerns, work and 
family responsibilities, and social welfare 
networks for northern women. For more 
information, contact: Ms. Beverly McClintock, 
Conference Co-ordinator, Northern Studies 
Program, University of Alaska, 601A 
Gruening Building, Fairbanks, Alaska 99775, 
USA. | LJ 
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Sources and Resources 


Women in Canada: A Statistical Profile 
offers a brief description of women’s current 
status through statistics related to a variety 
of areas, including women’s labour force par- 
ticipation, incomes and education levels. 
Copies are available in English or French 
from: Communications Directorate, Status of 
Women Canada, Suite 700, 360 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322, fax 
(613) 943-2386. 


The Canadian Women’s Movement, 1960- 
1990: A Guide to Archival Resources cap- 
tures the range of documentation created by 
the women’s movement in Canada since 
1960. Produced by the Canadian Women’s 
Movement Archives/Archives canadiennes 
du mouvement des femmes, the Guide doc- 
uments records of women’s groups formed 
or functioning after 1960, and will be of par- 
ticular interest to researchers, archivists, 
librarians, journalists and others interested in 
the Canadian women’s movement. The 
Guide is bilingual and is available for pur- 
chase for $70 from: General Publishing, 
30 Lesmill Road, Don Mills, Ontario 
M3B 2T6, telephone (416) 445-3333, or toll 
free 1-800-387-0141 (Ontario and Quebec), 
1-800-387-0172 (rest of Canada); fax (416) 
445-5967. 


Family-Related Leave and Benefits is a 
booklet prepared by Labour Canada’s 
Women’s Bureau which provides a snapshot 
description of federal, provincial and territori- 
al legislation dealing with maternity, paterni- 
ty, adoption, parental and other family- 
responsibility leaves and benefits. It is avail- 
able in English or French from: Labour 
Canada Distribution Centre, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OJ2, telephone (819) 994-0543, fax 
(819) 997-1664. 


Action on Women’s Addictions - Research 
and Education (AWARE) has produced two 
resource manuals for older women about 
safe drug use. Drug Wise: A Book for 
Older Women About Safe Medication Use 


provides information about the use, overuse 
and misuse of tranquilizers and anti-depres- 
sants, alcohol, physical health medications 
and over-the-counter drugs. Drug Wise: A 
Book About Safe Drug Use for Older 
Women Who Are Caregivers is directed 
toward women who are taking care of an 
older person at home, by focusing on safe 
drug use for the caregiver as well as for the 
person being cared for. These easy-to-read 
and large-print publications are available in 
English or French at a cost of $3 each from: 
AWARE, P.O. Box 86, Kingston, Ontario K7L 
4V6, telephone (613) 545-0117. 


An Anniversary Quilt Poster has been pro- 
duced by the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women to 
celebrate its 10th anniversary. Greeting 
cards and post cards with the quilt motif are 
also available. The posters are priced at $5 
(plus $1.50 shipping and handling). The 
greeting cards and post cards are $10 for a 
box of 10 (plus $.50 for shipping and han- 
dling). To order, contact: Newfoundland and 
Labrador Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women, 131 Le Marchant Road, St. John’s, 
Newfoundland A1C 2H3, telephone (709) 
753-7270, fax (709) 753-2606. LJ 
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The next issue of Perspectives will be 
published in the winter/spring of 1994. 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives 
is permitted provided the source is men- 
tioned. Perspectives is published three 
times a year by: 


Communications Directorate 
Status of Women Canada 
Suite 700 

360 Albert Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 

KIA TCS 


TEL: (613) 995-7835 
TDD: (613) 996-1322 
FAX: (613) 943-2386 


Editor: Angela McLaughlin 
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Jack Markow 


hen Prime Minister Jean Chrétien 

appointed me as Secretary of 

State (Status of Women), he gave 
me the honour of working with Canadians to 
build a society in which women enjoy full 
economic, political, cultural and legal 
equality. 


In order to achieve this goal, our government 
is committed to forging constructive partner- 
ships with women and men at the local, 
regional, provincial/territorial and national 
levels and to taking into account their con- 
cerns in the decision-making process. In 
this respect, | have met with representatives 
of women’s groups and will continue to seek 


Condition féminine 
Canada 


Status of Women 
m= Canada 


ivi 


issues. 


| enter my new position at a very dynamic 
and exciting time in Canadian history. In 
1993, women in Canada celebrated the 75" 
anniversary of obtaining the right to vote in 
federal elections and helped elect a record 
number of 53 women to the House of 
Commons in October. Internationally, 
Canada played a key role in having women’s 
rights recognized as an “inalienable, integral 
and indivisible part of universal human 
rights” at the United Nations World 
Conference on Human Rights held in Vienna 
in June. 


As we enter 1994, the International Year of 
the Family, and as we prepare for the 1995 
United Nations World Conference on 
Women in Beijing, China, | will work to fulfil 
Our government’s commitment and efforts to 
promote women’s equality. Women have 
made substantial advances towards equality 
but our work is far from over. Conditions that 
continue to impede women’s equality include 
poverty amongst women, employment 
inequity, discrimination, racism and 
prejudice, and most importantly, violence 
against women, which is a serious violation 
of women’s human rights. 


Recognizing that women will not achieve 
equality until they are free of violence, our 
government has pledged in its Speech from 

es 
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Secretary of State’s Message (cont'd) 


the Throne to introduce measures to 
enhance community safety and crime 
prevention and deal with the high levels of 
violence against women and children. 


Other initiatives to Support progress towards 
equality in our society include the creation of 
jobs, the establishment of a Centre of 
Excellence for Women’s Health and the 
restoration of the Court Challenges Program. 


International Women’s Day on March 8 
provides us with an opportunity to celebrate 
women’s achievements. This year, we must 


renew our resolve to achieve women’s 
equality — equality with a difference which 
recognizes the diversity of women and 
women’s needs. 


| look forward to working with Canadians to 
ensure that these distinctions are accommo- 
dated and that women achieve full and 
meaningful participation in our society. 


Sheila Finestone 


New Secretary of State for the Status 


of Women 


On November 4, 1993, Prime Minister 
Jean Chrétien appointed the Honourable 
Sheila Finestone, M.P. for Mount Royal, 
Québec, as the new Secretary of State 
for the Status of Women. Mrs. Finestone 
also assumes specific responsibilities as 
Secretary of State for Multiculturalism. 


Mrs. Finestone was first elected to the 
House of Commons in September 1984. 
In addition to serving as the Official 
Opposition Critic, Status of Women and 
Youth, and the Official Opposition Critic 
for Communications and Culture, she 
has held the positions of Coordinator of 
the National Liberal Caucus’ Social 
Policy, Planning and Priorities 
Committee, Treasurer of the National 
Liberal Caucus, and Vice-Chair of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union, Canadian 
Group. 


Mrs. Finestone received a Science 
degree from McGill University in 
Montréal and pursued Pre-Retirement 
Studies at Drake University in Des 
Moines, lowa. With 30 years of experi- 
ence in community development, she 
has been an active participant on the 
boards of political, cultural and commun- 
ity organizations, both anglophone and 
francophone, aimed at protecting the 
rights of women, immigrants, and visible 
minorities. 


An active member of a number of major 
women’s organizations, Mrs. Finestone 
has been involved in the activities of 
the National Council of Women, the 
National Council of Jewish Women, the 
Fédération des femmes du Québec, and 
MATCH International. Mrs. Finestone 
was a member of the Canadian delega- 
tion to the 1985 UN World Conference 
on Women in Nairobi, Kenya. LJ 
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1993 Governor General’s Awards in 
Commemoration of the Persons Case 


The Right Honourable Antonio Lamer, 
Deputy Governor General of Canada, 
presented the 1993 Governor General’s 
Awards in Commemoration of the Persons 
Case at a ceremony at Government House 
on December 14, 1993. 


A record number of 54 nominations were 
submitted for the 1993 Awards by indivi- 
duals, women’s groups, and other organiza- 
tions across Canada. The five recipients are: 


Claire Bonenfant of Sillery, Québec, who, 
as President of the Conseil du statut de la 
femme du Québec from 1978 to 1984, 
oversaw the implementation of the Québec 
government’s first policy on the status of 
women. She focused her efforts on sexism in 
advertising and employment equity. 


Lorna V. de Blicquy of Dunrobin, Ontario, 
who is recognized as a pioneering woman 
pilot. She was the first woman to fly 
commercially in the high Arctic and was 
Canada’s first female civil aviation flight test 
inspector. An outspoken advocate of 
women’s rights, she has opened many doors 
for women in aviation. 


Joan Jones of Halifax, Nova Scotia, who 
has been the catalyst for many equality ini- 
tiatives through her civil rights activism and 
her advocacy of the interests of black 
women. She has championed the concerns 
of women who are lone parents and has 
been instrumental in developing many youth 
and family-oriented programs. 


Marie-Claire Kirkland, of Rothesay, New 
Brunswick, who was the first woman elected 
to Quebec’s National Assembly and the first 
appointed to the Québec Cabinet. She was 
responsible for the legislation that gave 
married women equal rights under the 
Québec Civil Code, and she sponsored the 
bill that created the Conseil du statut de la 
femme du Québec. 


Mary Rocan, of Regina, Saskatchewan, who 
was a proponent of women’s employment 
rights during her distinguished career with 
the Saskatchewan Department of Labour. A 
member of the provincial task force related 
to the Royal Commission on the Status of 
Women, she oversaw Saskatchewan’s 
efforts to change discriminatory laws and 
regulations. i 


Mike Pinder 


The 1993 Awards in Commemoration of the Persons 
Case: back row I. to r.: Lorna de Blicquy, Marie-Claire 
Kirkland, Joan Jones, Mary Rocan; front row I. to r.: Hon. 
Sheila Finestone, the Deputy Governor General, and 
Claire Bonentant. 
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Persons Case (cont'd) 


The Awards are presented each year to 
individuals who have made an outstanding 
contribution to promoting the equality of 
women in Canada. Initiated in 1979 to 
celebrate the 50" anniversary of the Persons 
Case, the Awards commemorate the political 
and legal effort waged by five Alberta 
women known as the “Famous Five” — 
Emily Murphy, Louise McKinney, Nellie 
McClung, Irene Parlby, and Henrietta Muir 
Edwards. The case culminated in the deci- 
sion rendered by the British Privy Council on 
October 18, 1929, declaring Canadian 
women to be persons and thus eligible for 
appointment to the Senate. LI 


News 1n Brief 


International Women’s Day 


On March 8, 1994, millions of women and 
men around the world will celebrate 
International Women’s Day, the highlight of 
International Women’s Week (March 7-11) 
designed to recognize and applaud women’s 
achievements. Status of Women Canada 
has chosen “Women’s Equality — 
Countdown to ‘95” as this year’s theme to 
build awareness of the fourth United 
Nations World Conference on Women: 
Action for Equality, Development and 
Peace, to be held in Beijing, China, in 
September 1995. This conference is expect- 
ed to be a major catalyst for global action 
towards women’s equality. Canada, along 
with other UN countries, will be preparing a 
national report on the situation of women 
and contributing to the 1995 conference 
agenda. 


For ideas and information on celebrating 
International Women’s Week, contact: Status 
of Women Canada, 700-360 Albert Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone (613) 
995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322. 


Call for Nominations 


Nominations are now being accepted for 
the 1994 Governor General’s Awards in 
Commemoration of the Persons Case. 
Nominations for the Awards may be 
submitted by individuals, groups, and 
others. The deadline for submitting 


nominations is May 15, 1994. For more 
information about eligibility criteria and 
nomination procedures, contact: 
Communications Directorate, Status of 
Women Canada, 700-360 Albert Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322. 


Economic Equality Workshop 


On November 29 and 30, 1993, Status 
of Women Canada co-sponsored an 
Economic Equality Workshop with the British 
Columbia Ministry of Women’s Equality and 
other provincial and territorial women’s 
directorates. The workshop, held in Ottawa, 
brought together academics, researchers, 
and policy makers to advance the collective 
knowledge of economic equality issues and 
their impact on women. 


Zeynep Karman of Status of Women Canada 
and Martha MacDonald of Saint Mary’s 
University at the Economic Equality Workshop. 


Mike Pinder 


News in Brief (cont'd) 


The workshop provided a forum for feminist 
economists to present their papers and 
research, and served to strengthen the links 
between economic researchers and policy 
makers. Feminist economics takes into 
consideration the distinct experiences of 
men and women in the economy based on 
their different roles and status in society. 


The proceedings of the workshop will be 
published in both official languages and 
tabled in June at the 1994 conference of 
federal-provincial/territorial Ministers 
Responsible for the Status of Women. 
The information will then be shared with 
interested parties. For more information, 
contact: Communications Directorate, Status 
of Women Canada, 700-360 Albert Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone (613) 
995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322. 


Community Kit on Violence Against 
Women 


A demonstration project of the Community 
Kit on Violence Against Women is underway 
in ten localities across the country. The kit is 
a step-by-step guide developed to help 
community members work together to 
produce a local action plan on violence 
against women. The diverse communities 
participating in the demonstration will allow 
rural, isolated and northern women, 
immigrant and visible minority women, 
women with disabilities, and women living in 
poverty to benefit from local attention to the 
issue. 


The communities will use the kit for three 
months and document their experiences so 
that others can benefit from them. 
Community Stories: Taking Action on 
Violence Against Women will be available 
in the summer of 1994. 


Copies of the kit are available in English or 
French for $19.95 (plus shipping, handling 
and GST) from the Canada Communications 
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Group — Publishing, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 
0S9, telephone (819) 956-4802, fax (819) 
994-1498, or may be borrowed from libraries 
that participate in the Federal Government 
Depository Services Program. For informa- 
tion, contact: Communications Directorate, 
Status of Women Canada, 700-360 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OA6, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322. 


Survey on Violence Against Women 


According to the results of a Statistics 
Canada survey of more than 12,000 women 
over the age of 18, released on November 
18, 1993, half of Canadian women have 
experienced at least one incident of male 
physical or sexual violence since the age of 
16, and a quarter have done so at the hands 
of their spouses. The rate of wife assault for 
women living with men who consumed 
alcohol heavily was six times the rate of 
those whose partners didn’t drink at all. The 
survey also indicated clear support for the 
theory that witnessing violence in the home 
as a child increases the likelihood that a man 
will assault his partner. Children witnessed 
violence against their mothers in 40% of 
violent marriages. 


On January 13, 1994, Statistics Canada 
released the results of another survey that 
constitutes a one-day snapshot of residential 
facilities for abused women. If you would like 
more information about the surveys, please 
contact the regional Statistics Canada office 
in your area. 


New Guidelines on Television Violence 


In October 1993, the Canadian Radio-televi- 
sion and Telecommunications Commission 
(CRTC) approved a voluntary Code which 
places stricter rules on television violence. 
Developed by the Canadian Association of 
Broadcasters in consultation with the CRTC 
and other groups, the Television Violence 
Code bans gratuitous and glamorized 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 


violence, confines violent scenes intended 
for adults to after 9 p.m., and ensures viewer 
advisories to help in program selection. The 
Code’s provisions also set rules on the 
depiction of violence in children’s program- 
ming and guidelines for news, sports and 
public affairs. 


The CRTC is also working with the Action 
Group on Violence in Television, including 
private and public broadcasters, the pay, 
specialty and cable industries, and advert- 
isers, to develop a classification system for 
prime time programming. For information, 
contact: Michael Buzell, Canadian 
Association of Broadcasters, 306-350 
Sparks Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7S8, 
telephone (613) 233-4035. 


Royal Commission on New Reproductive 
Technologies 


Health Minister Diane Marleau released the : 


Final Report of the Royal Commission on 
New Reproductive Technologies on 
November 30, 1993. The Commission has 
recommended that the government make it 
illegal to sell babies, sperm, embryos and 
fetal tissue for profit and amend the Criminal 
Code to ban the advertisement of and 


payment for arranging surrogate births. 


Other recommendations include banning sex 
selection clinics, limiting in vitro fertilization, 
and protecting patients from experimental 
fertility therapies. 


Available in English and French, copies of 
the Final Report can be purchased at book- 
stores that carry government publications or 
through Canada Communications Group — 
Publishing, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OS9, 
telephone (819) 956-4802, fax (819) 
994-1498 for $52.00 (plus shipping, handling 
and GST). 


International Year of the Family 


The United Nations 
has declared 1994 the 
International Year of 
the Family (IYF). Under 
the theme, “IYF: building 
the family as the 
smallest democracy at 
the heart of society”, 
the Year aims to 
increase understanding of the role of families 
and the problems they face. For information, 
contact: Isabel Metcalfe, National Programs, 
Canada Committee for the International Year 
of the Family 1994, 112-63 Sparks Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 0A6, telephone (613) 
230-7556. 


Work and Family Responsibilities 


Women continue to be responsible for 
planning and performing the majority of 
housework, even if they work outside of 
the home, according to a Statistics Canada 
report published in December 1993. Dual 
Earners: Who’s Responsible for 
Housework? was prepared by Katherine 
Marshall and concluded that, although 
housework is usually shared more 
equitably as their education level and 
earning power grow, women perform the 
majority of housework as the number of 
children increases, regardless of their work- 
ing status. Men remain responsible for house 
maintenance and outside work, duties that 
can be delayed. 


The report was published in the Winter 1993 
issue of Canadian Social Trends, which can 
be purchased for $8.50 (plus GST) from: 
Reference Centre, Statistics Canada, R.H. 
Coates Building, Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A OT6, telephone (613) 951-8116. 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 
Fund to Promote Science 


As part of a package of federal contributions 
to complement Nobel Laureate Dr. Michael 
Smith’s financial gift to Canadian science, 
Industry Canada will commit $500,000 to a 
special fund to promote science. 


Dr. Smith committed his $500,000 Nobel 
Prize in Chemistry to promote science 
education and schizophrenia research in 
Canada. Half the prize will be donated to 
help prepare the next generation of 
Canadian scientists, engineers, technicians, 
and technologists. Dr. Smith noted that 
Our country needs more young people, 
especially women, to pursue careers in 
science. For information, contact: Bill 
Milliken, Office of the Minister of Industry, 
telephone (613) 995-9001. LJ 


The government of Canada is seeking 
comments and ideas from the public on the 
establishment of a new national law reform 
body, which will replace the former Law 
Reform Commission of Canada. 


The work of the new body will have a direct 

effect on how the laws of Canada evolve, their 

improvement and their modernization. The 

Government of Canada wants your input on 

how this new organization can best meet the 

ee of all Canadians in carrying out its man- 
ate. 


A consultation paper will be available free of 


charge after March 1, 1994 by 
contacting: Communications and Consultation 
Branch, Department of Justice, Justice 
Building, 239 Wellington Street, Ottawa, 
Ontario, K1A OH8, or by telephoning (613) 
957-4212. 


Members of the public are invited to send their 
comments to the Department of Justice, Law 
Reform Project, at the above address prior to 
March 31, 1994. 


International News 


This Perspectives feature highlights Canada’s involvement in international activities to promote 


the equality of women world-wide. 


UN Declaration to Eliminate Violence 
Against Women 


On December 1, 1993, the Third Committee 
of the United Nations General Assembly 
adopted the Canadian-initiated Declaration 
on the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women. The Declaration is the first UN 
instrument to contain an extensive definition 
of forms of violence against women, 
including physical, sexual and psychological 
violence. The text also outlines a series of 
legal, administrative, social and educational 
measures that states should take in an effort 
to eliminate violence against women. The 
Declaration calls on governments to prevent 
and punish acts of violence, whether 
perpetrated by the state, within the general 
community or within the home. 


Canada first introduced a proposal for an 
international instrument to deal with violence 


against women in 1991 at the UN 
Commission on the Status of Women and 
has continued to take a leadership role on 
this issue. 


Inauguration of the Canadian Committee 
for UNIFEM 


Since October 1993, Canada has its own 
Committee for UNIFEM (the United Nations 
Development Fund for Women), thus becom- 
ing one of 20 countries where national 
Committees are active. The Canadian 
Committee is working to strengthen the 
global status of women by informing 
Canadians and their governments of women 
and development activities. For information, 
contact: Dr. Valerie Hume, National 
President, Canadian Committee for 
UNIFEM, 14-655 Richmond Road, Ottawa, 
Ontario K2A 3Y3, telephone (819) 997-9480. 
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International News (cont'd) 


Secretary-General of World Conference 
on Women Visits Canada 


In preparation for the 1995 United Nations 
World Conference on Women, Conference 
Secretary-General Gertrude Mongella visited 
Ottawa on November 22 and 23, 1993, to 
Outline her vision for the Conference and to 
focus on Canada’s preparations for, and 
potential role at the World Conference. 
Meeting with women’s groups, development 
and human rights organizations, and 
government officials, Mrs. Mongella said she 
views the World Conference as an event that 
will provide the impetus in society for women 
to move forward. She emphasized the need 
to involve women at the grassroots level in 
preparations and to honestly assess 
Canada’s strengths and weaknesses on 
women’s equality issues. 


Mrs. Mongella commended Canada for the 


leadership role it plays in women’s issues at > 


the international level and noted that Canada 
is particularly well-placed to play a lead role 
in the 1995 World Conference. 


Canadian Preparatory Committee 


As part of its preparations for the 1995 World 
Conference on Women, the _ federal 
government has established the Canadian 
Preparatory Committee (CPC) to facilitate 
consultation and information-sharing leading 
up to the World Conference. The CPC is 
chaired by Status of Women Canada and 
includes representatives from the federal 
government, non-governmental organi- 
zations, and academic and research bodies. 


Working Group on Platform for Action 


A special intersessional working group of the 
United Nations Commission on the Status of 
Women met in New York, from January 10 to 
14, 1994, to develop the structure of the 
Platform for Action, the main document to be 
considered for adoption at the 1995 World 
Conference on Women. Further work will be 
done on the Platform when the Commission 
on the Status of Women meets in March 
1994. 


Optima 


Kristen Timothy, Hon. Sheila Finestone, Gertrude Mongella, and 
Louise Bergeron-de Villiers during the visit to Canada of the . 
Secretary-General of the 1995 U.N. World Conference on Women. 
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International News (cont'd) 


Status of Women Canada and the 
Department of Foreign Affairs represented 
Canada at the working group. Ms. Madeleine 
Gilchrist of Canadian Voice of Women for 
Peace represented Canadian women’s 
groups on the delegation. In addition to 
attending meetings of the working group, 
Ms. Gilchrist participated in the NGO 
women’s caucus, which actively monitored 
the proceedings of the working group. A 
copy of her report can be obtained from: 
Communications Directorate, Status of 
Women Canada, 700-360 Albert Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone (613) 
995-7835, TDD (613) 996-1322. 


Canada Assists Somali Rape Victims 


In November, Canada pledged to contribute 
$400,000 to assist Somali refugee women 
who have suffered sexual violence in camps 
along the Kenya-Somalia border. The funds 
are being used to improve security in the 
refugee camps where a total of 192 cases of 
rape have been reported and many more are 
suspected. Funds are also being used to 
provide the victims with legal assistance, 
counselling, medical supplies, replacement 
clothing, and household goods, as well as to 
support a public awareness campaign. LJ 


Partners in the Community 


“Partners in the Community” is a regular Perspectives feature that publicizes the activities of 
voluntary groups actively promoting women’s well-being and advancement in society. Brief 
descriptions of your organization’s mandate and activities are invited for inclusion in future 


iSSues. 


The Alliance of Canadian Second Stage 
Housing Programs 


The Alliance of Canadian Second Stage 
Housing Programs was formed in early 1993 
following a decision by second stage facili- 
ties in Ontario to expand their organization 
into a national alliance. The mission of the 
Alliance is to provide an information network 
specific to second stage housing programs 
as well as a forum for social and political 
action. All second stage facilities with a man- 
date to provide safe and affordable housing 
exclusively to assaulted women, with or with- 
out children, are invited to join the Alliance. 
For more information, contact: Rosita Hall, 
The Alliance of Canadian Second Stage 
Housing Programs, Suite 255, 7-981 
Wellington Road South, London, Ontario 
N6E 3A9, telephone (416) 577-1173. 


Formation’Elle Training Program in Non- 
Traditional Jobs 


The Women’s Centre of Montréal recently 
launched Formation’Elle, a training 
program that assists women who are 
seeking jobs in non-traditional areas. 
Program staff can help with career choices, 
teach job-search techniques, and provide 
on-the-job training. Formation’Elle also 
offers a placement service. Businesses can 
participate in the program by asking for 
referrals or by employing subsidized 
trainees. All services are free and women 
who enter the program may receive 
training and child care allowances. For 
information, contact: Leesa Hodgson, 
Women’s Centre of Montreal, 3585 
St-Urbain, Montréal, Québec H2X 2N6, 
telephone (514) 842-4776. 
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Partners in the Community (cont'd) 


Women in Science and Engineering 
(WISE) 


Women in Science and 
Engineering (WISE) is a 
Canadian network of 
individuals working together 
to promote and support 
women in science, en- 
gineering and related 
careers. It also acts as an information 
resource to educators, employers and the 


Sources and Resources 


Where Once our Mothers Stood, We 


Stand explores the history of women’s suf- 


frage in Newfoundland. Written by 
Dr. Margot |. Dudley, the 160-page book is 
available in English at a cost of $12.95 (plus 
tax, shipping and handling) from: The 
Provincial Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women, Newfoundland and Labrador, 131 


LeMarchant Road, St-John’s, Newfoundland 


A1C 2H3, telephone (709) 753-7270. 


L'enfer du décor is a guide launched by the 
Mouvement contre le sexisme dans les 
médias to raise public awareness of sexism. 
Designed to foster critical analysis, the docu- 
ment includes a 12-page comic strip featur- 
ing five youths who uncover the meaning of 
sexism and the negative effects of pornogra- 
phy. Available in French in bookstores for 
$9.95 (plus tax), L'enfer du décor can also be 
ordered from: Les éditions de la paix, 125 
Lussier, St-Alphonse-de-Granby, Québec 
JOE 2A0, telephone (514) 375-4765. Bulk 
rates are available. | 


government. The networks objectives are to 
encourage women to seek higher education 
and achievement in these non-traditional 
fields, to inform Canadians about opportuni- 
ties for and contributions by women in these 
areas, and to provide a unified, representa- 
tive voice for its members on issues relating 
to women in science, engineering and 
related fields. For more information, contact: 
Women in Science and Engineering, 6519B 
Mississauga Road, Mississauga, Ontario 
L5N 1A6. FA 


Sexual Assault. Produced by Montreal 
Health Press, this publication examines sex- 
ual assault as a private and personal experi- 
ence, with practical advice on prevention and 
ways of dealing with the legal, medical, and 
psychological aspects of sexual violence. It 
also explores the political and social issues 
that contribute to the problem of sexual vio- 
lence. Single copies are priced at $4.00 
(bulk rates available) and can be obtained in 
English or French from Montreal Health 
Press, P.O. Box 1000, Station Place du Parc, 
Montréal, Québec H2W 2N1, telephone 
(514) 282-1171. 


Circles of Learning/Caminos de Libertad 
is a 25-minute video profile of a Salvadorian 
refugee woman’s journey from a violent 
marriage to independence as a counsellor 
for immigrant women. The video is available 
in both English and Spanish from: Canadian 
Film-makers Distribution West, 100-1131 
Howe Street, Vancouver, British Columbia 
V6Z 2L7, telephone (604) 684-3014. 


Sources and Resources (cont'd) 


The Canadian Advisory Council on the 
Status of Women recently released two new 
publications: Sharing Our Experience is a 
collection of letters by racial minority and 
Aboriginal women about their lives in 
Canada. Some of the women come from 
families who have lived in Canada for 
generations; others have recently arrived. 
Expanding Our Horizons marks the 
Council’s 20" anniversary and reviews the 
work of the organization. It concentrates on 
issues on which the Council has worked 
extensively, which have had considerable 
impact, or which are particularly relevant at 
this time. Copies of the free publications are 
available in English or French from: The 
Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women, Distribution Centre, Box 1540, 
Station B, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5R5, tele- 
phone (613) 992-4976, fax (613) 992-1715. 


Right from the Start is a video, produced 
in 1992 by the Victoria Transition House, 
that aims to prevent dating violence by high- 
lighting the relationships of three young 
couples in a school setting. The 23-minute 
video is accompanied by a guide and can be 
bought for $395 (plus tax, shipping and 
handling) or rented for $99 a week. Free 
previews can be arranged. For information, 
contact: Wanda Pearce, Kinetic, 408 Dundas 
Street East, Toronto, Ontario M5A 2A5, 
telephone 1-800-263-6910. 


The Splendid Vision: Centennial History 
of the National Council of Women of 
Canada, 1893-1993, by Dr. N.E.S. Griffiths 
of Carleton University, traces the Council’s 
birth and development, its relationships with 
city councils, provincial cabinets and federal 
ministers, and assesses the effectiveness of 
its many interventions in the political 
process. This is a story of women who have 
helped build the Canadian community by 
adopting strong stands on many important 
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issues. The book is available in English for 
$28.95 (cloth) or $16.95 (paperback) from: 
Joanne Shurvell, Special Sales Manager, 
Oxford University Press, 70 Wynford Drive, 
Don Mills, Ontario M3C 1J9, telephone (416) 
441-2941, fax (416) 441-0345. 


Planned Parenthood of Toronto is offering 
two new educational pamphlets: The 
Morning After Pill provides clear and con- 
cise information on a birth control method 
that is not well known or understood. 
Teenage Girls and Acquaintance Assault 
uses a true or false quiz format to help 
teenagers of both sexes understand what 
constitutes acquaintance assault, and pro- 
vides information about legal, medical and 
counselling services in Metropolitan Toronto. 
Copies of the pamphlets are available in 
English for 25¢. Bulk rates are available. To 
order, contact: Planned Parenthood of 
Toronto, 36B Prince Arthur Avenue, Toronto, 
Ontario M5R 1A9, telephone (416) 
961-0113, fax (416) 961-2512. 


Labour force profiles about three designated 
groups of women are now available from the 
Ontario Women’s Directorate. Called 
Women in the Labour Market: Focus on 
Aboriginal Women; Women in the Labour 
Market: Focus on Women with 
Disabilities; and Women in the Labour 
Market: Focus on Racial Minority Women, 
the profiles examine the social and economic 
factors that influence the employment status 
of these groups. Information about the labour 
force participation, occupational representa- 
tion, education, and earnings are presented 
in easy-to-read tables and charts. All three 
profiles are available, free-of-charge, in 
English or French from the Ontario Women’s 
Directorate, 12th Floor, 2 Carlton Street, 
Toronto, Ontario M5B 2M9, telephone (416) 
314-0292, fax (416) 314-0254. 

LI 
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The next issue of Perspectives will be 
published in the summer of 1994. 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives 
is permitted provided the source is 
mentioned. Perspectives is published 
three times a year by: 


Communications Directorate 
Status of Women Canada 
Suite 700 

360 Albert Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 

KIA 13 


TEL: (613) 995-7835 
TDD: (613) 996-1322 
FAX: (613) 943-2386 


Editors: Monique Deschénes and 
Louise Poulin 
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Secretary of State’s Message 


t was especially meaningful and This is a commitment that | share and 

encouraging for me to celebrate this promote in the House of Commons and with 
A years International Women’s Day in my colleagues. | am also very committed to 
March as Secretary of State for the Status of listening to the voices of women and 
Women. The enthusiasm exhibited by representing their concerns. One way to 
women and their communities on this day is achieve this goal is through ongoing 
proof of the strong commitment that exists to consultations with women’s groups. 
ensuring that women in our country and 
around the world achieve equality in all As Chair of a three-member federal team 
aspects of their lives. seeking the views of Canadians, my role has 


been to examine various options to change 

the tax treatment of child support, and to 

ensure that there has been a balanced 
ed representation of viewpoints on this issue. 


318 of women in Canada hay 


| am also pleased to be involved in the 
process aimed at redesigning Canada’s 
social security system. My main concern is 
that women are adequately represented in 

+ formulating the new model. | strongly believe 
oe - | that the entire social security review must 
women, take women’s different life experiences into 

: account and will ensure that their concerns 
are acted upon during my work as a 
member of the advisory committee currently 
examining the reform. 


Mike Pinder 


The Hon. Allan Rock, Margot Franssen of The 
Body Shop Canada, and the Hon. Sheila | . 
Finestone at a public presentation. FE Violence against women continues to be a 


International Women’s Day. CaRA, priority area for action. At the June meeting 


Condition féminine Æ 
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Secretary of State’s Message (cont'd) 


of the federal, provincial and territorial 
Ministers Responsible for the Status of 
Women, we issued the Regina Declaration 
on the Rights of Women Subjected to 
Violence. The federal government is 
launching a National Strategy on Community 
Safety and Crime Prevention that includes 
the establishment of a National Crime 
Prevention Council. | expect that the issue 
of violence against women will be an 
important focus of the Council’s work. 


An important aspect of my work with 
women’s groups is to address violence at the 
grassroots level. The Community Kit on 
violence against women was recently 
demonstrated in ten communities across 
Canada and the stories of these 
communities will soon be published to help 
others organize around the issue. 


On the international front, | join women 
around the world in welcoming the decision 
of the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights to appoint a Special 
Rapporteur on Violence Against Women. 
The appointment was a key element of the 
Canadian-initiated resolution calling for the 
greater integration of the rights of women to 
the UN human rights mechanisms. 


| am also encouraged by the interest that 
Canadian women are taking in the 1995 
United Nations World Conference on Women 
to be held in Beijing, China. With input from 


Canadian women’s groups and other 
stakeholders, Status of Women Canada is 
preparing Canada’s National Report, a 
summary of progress made on the 
advancement of women’s equality that will 
be presented at the World Conference. The 
Canadian Beijing Facilitating Committee, 
based in Ottawa at the Canadian Research 
Institute for the Advancement of Women, 
was recently established to ensure that the 
diversity of women in Canada is represented 
both at the Conference and at the parallel 
meeting of women’s groups entitled 
Forum "95. 


In the following months, | look forward to 
continuing my work with women so that our 
concerns, perspectives and experiences are 
heard, respected and incorporated into 
initiatives aimed at improving our lives. 


On a final note, | Know that | am 
joined by the staff of Status of Women 
Canada in offering our best wishes to 
Louise Bergeron-de Villiers in her new 
responsibilities as Co-ordinator of the 
agency. Louise has been a strong advocate 
of women’s equality, and | wish her every 


success in her new position. 


inte ee aes 


Sheila Finestone 


New Co-ordinator of Status of Women 


Canada 


On February 11, 1994, the Prime Minister 
announced the appointment of Louise 
Bergeron-de Villiers as the new Co-ordinator 
of Status of Women Canada, the federal 
government agency working to advance 
women’s equality in our country. 


Mrs. Bergeron-de Villiers had assumed 
various responsibilities within the agency 
over the past 10 years, including the 
positions of Acting Co-ordinator since April 
1993 and Deputy Co-ordinator from 1987 
to 1993. 


ee 
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New Co-ordinator (cont'd) 


Before joining the staff at Status of Women 
Canada, Mrs. Bergeron-de Villiers worked 
in a number of federal government 
departments, notably Health and Welfare 
Canada, External Affairs Canada, and the 
Department of the Secretary of State. The 
mother of four children, her educational 
background includes qualifications in Public 
Administration and Political Science, and 
she is Past President of the Ottawa 
YMCA-YWCA. 0] 


Von Dulong 


Louise Bergeron-de Villiers 


Government Takes Action on Child Support 


On May 18, 1994, the federal government 
announced the steps it was taking to improve 
the system for supporting children after 
family breakdown. 


The Supreme Court of Canada will hear an 
appeal of the Federal Court of Appeal 
decision in the Thibaudeau case in October. 
In the Thibaudeau case, the Federal Court of 
Appeal ruled invalid, under the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the 
requirement that custodial parents include 
child support payments as income for tax 
purposes. As the decision did not deal with 
the deductibility of child support by the payer, 
it left in question how the tax should be paid 
on income that is directed to child support. 


The government further announced that the 
Honourable Sheila Finestone, Secretary of 
State for the Status of Women, would chair 
the Task Group on the Tax Treatment of 
Child Support to seek opinions on the issue 
from a wide range of Canadians and to 
advise the government on possible options 
for change. 


Mrs. Finestone together with David Walker, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Finance 


Minister, and Georgette Sheridan, member 
of the Standing Committee on Justice and 
Legal Affairs, are encouraging public 
discussions on the appropriate tax treatment 
of child support by asking Canadians to 
share their experiences and make 
suggestions. The Task Group has developed 
discussion points to encourage public input 
in three areas: the current tax system; 
options for change; and other child support 
issues that need to be addressed. 


A particular effort has been made to reach 
a cross-section of Canadians including 
representatives of custodial and non-custodial 
parents, child advocates, women’s 
Organizations, lawyers, accountants, and 
community groups. The Task Group is holding 
discussions and teleconferences across 
Canada, and accepting written submissions 
and other forms of input from interested 
Canadians. The process is taking place during 
June and July, and is open to the media. For 
more information, contact Status of Women 
Canada, Communications Directorate, 
700-360 Albert Street, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 1C3, telephone (613) 995-7835, TDD 
(613) 996-1322, fax (613) 943-2386. LJ 
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News in Brief 


Broadcasters and Federal Government 
Launch Campaign Against Violence 


On April 19, 1994, the Canadian Association 
of Broadcasters and the federal government 
announced a three-pronged national 
campaign against violence. Speak Out 
Against Violence is a campaign in which 
Canada's private broadcasters are providing 
$10 million in free air time to respond to 
public concern about the spread of violence. 


At the heart of the campaign are radio and 
television spots that are to air on hundreds of 
stations in the months ahead. The second 
component of the campaign is the 
Nationwide Community Action Program, a 
united broadcasting industry action plan. 


The third element is the promotion and . | 


distribution, by broadcasters in their 
communities, of specific suggestions on how 
Canadians can work together to stop 
violence and build safer communities. For 
more information on the campaign, contact 
Tina Van Dusen, The Canadian Association 


of Broadcasters, 306-350 Sparks Street, 


Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5S2, telephone 
(613) 233-4035, fax (613) 233-6961. 


Three Reports on Violence Against 
Women Released 


On March 17, 1994, the Canadian Centre for 
Justice Statistics released three reports on 
violence against women covering sexual 
assault, wife assault, and spousal homicides. 
The three studies are based in part on data 
from the Survey on Violence Against 
Women. 


The study on sexual assault provided 
information on the location of sexual assault 
incidents, reporting to the police and risk 
factors associated with victimization. The 


findings of the survey on wife assault out- 
lined the socio-demographic characteristics 
of women at greatest risk of wife assault. It 
also documented the seriousness and 
impact of these assaults, the percentage of 
incidents reported to the police, and wife 
assault victims’ use of social service 
agencies. The survey on spousal homicides 
concluded that women are nine times more 
likely to be killed by their spouses than by a 
stranger; men kill more often than women; 
women more often kill in self-defence or after 
enduring abuse; and the risk of murder 
increases after a separation. The survey 
defined a spouse as a person who was 
married, living in a common-law relationship, 
separated or divorced. For more information 
on these surveys, please contact the 
regional Statistics Canada office in your 
area. 


Status of Women Ministers Meet 


The 13th annual meeting of federal, 
provincial and territorial Ministers 
Responsible for the Status of Women took 
place from June 7 to 9, 1994, in Regina, 
Saskatchewan. The event was co-chaired by 
the Honourable Louise Simard and the 
Honourable Sheila Finestone. 


At the conclusion of their meeting, Ministers 
issued the Regina Declaration on the 
Rights of Women Subjected to Violence 
affirming their continued commitment to 
ensuring women’s equal rights in the justice 
system. Ministers called for all participants in 
the justice system to take measures to 
ensure the equal protection of all women 
subjected to violence. 


At the meeting, provincial and_ territorial 
Ministers discussed Canada’s preparations 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 


for the 1995 World Conference on Women. 
The Conference is expected to be a major 
catalyst for action towards women’s equality, 
both internationally and in Canada. 


Ministers Responsible for the Status of Women 
at their annual meeting. 


The Proceedings of the Economic 
Equality Workshop, held on November 29 
and 30, 1993, in Ottawa, were tabled at the 
meeting. The documents are available in 
English or French from: Communications 
Directorate, Status of Women Canada, 
700-360 Albert Street, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 1C3, telephone (613) 995-7835, TDD 
(613) 996-1322, fax (613) 943-2386. 


Norplant Contraceptive Approved 


Since March 1, 1994, the contraceptive 
Norplant has been available for use in 
Canada. Preventing pregnancy for up to five 
years, Norplant is implanted under the skin 
of a woman’s upper arm where it gradually 
releases hormones that inhibit ovulation and 
halt sperm penetration. Approved by Health 
Canada, Norplant is 99 per cent effective 
with protection beginning within 24 hours of 
insertion and ending within 24 hours of 
removal. The contraceptive is available only 
with a doctor’s prescription. 


National Breast Cancer Information 
Network Established 


On March 24, 1994, Health Minister Diane 
Marleau announced the creation of national 
breast cancer information exchange pilot 
projects. Montréal’s Hôtel-Dieu Hospital and 
four others across Canada will receive 
funding over a five-year period to find 
innovative methods of distributing 
information and to bolster existing networks, 
services, and sources of information. For 
more information, contact the Preventive 
Health Services Division at Health Canada, 
telephone (613) 954-8668. 


Women’s Health News 


The federal government has committed itself 
to improving women’s health and promoting 
health care and treatment that recognize 
biological and socio-economic factors. 


Preparations are currently under way to 
establish a Centre of Excellence for 
Women’s Health. The Centre will compile 
data on specific women’s health issues, 
develop gender-sensitive health policies, and 
clarify health issues that primarily affect 
women. 


The federal government has announced that 
it will create a Pre-Natal Nutrition Program 
for low-income pregnant women to reduce 
the incidence of low birth weight babies, 
infant death, and disability. 


Survey on Value of Housework 


A Statistics Canada study released in April 
1994 calculated that housework performed by 
a woman is worth at least $16,580 per year, 
$26,310 if she has children under the age of 
5. The study concluded that women perform 
two-thirds of all housework in Canada and 
that they continue to be responsible 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 


for the majority of housework even if they 
work outside the home. The study surveyed 
9,000 Canadians over the age of 15 and was 
based on the time they spent on caregiving, 
shopping and general housework. For more 
information, contact the regional Statistics 
Canada office in your area. 


Women’s Forum in Acadia 


On August 13, 

1994, Acadian de 
women from all Been es Se 
over the world à = 

are meeting in Cg ee: 
Moncton, New wok 
Brunswick, to 
review their 
collective achievements, celebrate their 
heritage, and evaluate the challenges that lie 
ahead. 


Femmes 


sd das 


Viens notre héritage 


Highlights of the event, held as part of 
the Acadian World Congress, include an 
opening address by Antonine Maillet, a 
noted author and Chancellor of the 
Université de Moncton; the launching of 
Silhouettes acadiennes, Tome Il, a book 


relating the stories of women who have — 


contributed to Acadian history and to the 
advancement of women in their own fields of 


endeavour; and a round table discussion on 
the theme “Is Equality Possible Without 
Feminism?”. 


For information, contact: Artémise 
Blanchard, Coordinator, Women’s Forum in 
Acadia, 911 Champlain Street, Dieppe, 
New Brunswick E1A 1P8, telephone 
(506) 859-1994, fax (506) 857-2252. 


Women’s History Month 1994 


October 1994 is the third annual Women’s 
History Month, and Status of Women 
Canada has chosen the theme Creating a 
World of Equality to highlight the historical 
impact women have made in striving towards 
a more equal society in our country. The 
theme will be carried into 1995 for other 
special events such as International 
Women’s Day (March 8) and the UN World 
Conference on Women in September. 


Information material on Women’s History 
Month 1994 will be limited to an article on 
the year’s theme. The article or photocopies 
of material from previous years can be 
obtained by contacting Status of Women 
Canada, 700-360 Albert Street, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone (613) 995-7835, 
fax (613) 943-2386, TDD (613) 996-1322. LJ 


International News 


This Perspectives feature highlights Canada’s involvement in HRCI activities to promote 


the equality of women world-wide. 


Establishment of a UN Special Rapporteur 
on Violence Against Women and Canada’s 
re-election to the UN Commission on 
Human Rights 


Earlier this year, Canada welcomed the 
appointment by the United Nations 


Commission on Human Rights of a Special 
Rapporteur on Violence Against Women. 
Canada played a lead role in the initiative 
that culminated in the creation of the 
position. Radhika Coomaraswamy, a 
Sri Lankan who heads the International 
Centre for Ethnic Studies in Colombo, 


International News (cont'd) 


received the posting for three years. The 
Special Rapporteur will recommend 
measures at both the domestic and 
international levels to eliminate violence 
against women, based on information 
gathered from governments, United 
Nations specialized agencies, and inter- 
governmental and non-governmental 
organizations. The Special Rapporteur will 
report annually in the United Nations, 
beginning in 1995. 


In April 1994, Canada was re-elected to 
the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights for a third consecutive 
term. The Commission is the key 
co-ordinating and policy body in the field 
of human rights within the United Nations 
system. It consists of representatives 
from 53 member states. For further 
information, contact the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and International Trade, 
Lester B. Pearson Building, 125 Sussex 
Drive, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G2, 
telephone (613) 996-9134. 


At the United Nations 


The Honourable Sheila Finestone, 
Secretary of State for the Status of 
Women, led Canada’s delegation to the 
meeting of the United Nations 
Commission on the Status of Women held 
March 7 to 18, 1994, in New York. Among 
other things, she spoke about Canadian 
preparations for the 1995 U.N. World 
Conference on Women. 


Included among the resolutions adopted 
by the Commission were those calling for 
the integration of women’s rights into 
mainstream human rights mechanisms, 
the implementation of the Declaration on 
the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women and cooperation with the Special 
Rapporteur on Violence Against Women, 
improvements to the representation of 
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women in the United Nations system, and 
a review of the working conditions of 
the Committee that is responsible 
for implementing the Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women. 


1995 World Conference Update 


At the Commission meeting, the Working 
Group on the Fourth World Conference 
reviewed the first draft of the Platform for 
Action, the main document to be adopted 
at the World Conference on Women to be 
held in Beijing, China from September 4 to 
15, 1994. A new draft of the Platform for 
Action will be prepared by the UN 
Secretariat in early 1995, based on the 
comments made on the first draft and the 
results of upcoming regional preparatory 
meetings. 


The Commission also adopted a 
Canadian suggestion designed to 
accelerate the implementation of the 
Platform for Action by governments, 
UN bodies and specialized agencies 
and intergovernmental organizations. 


Canada will participate in the regional 
meeting of the Economic Commission 
for Europe to be held in Vienna from 
October 17 to 21, 1994. Under the 
heading, “Women in a Changing World: 
Call for Action from an Economic 
Commission for Europe Perspective”, 
fifty-four countries representing Europe, 
North America and Israel will discuss 
women’s role in the economy, employment 
and entrepreneurship, women in the 
transition process of central and eastern 
Europe, women’s participation in public 
life and governance, and a regional 
platform for action. An NGO Forum will 
also take place in Vienna on October 13 
to 15, 1994. 
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International News (cont'd) 


Canada has offered to host a UNESCO- 
sponsored symposium entitled “Women and 
the Media: Access to Expression and 
Decision”. Scheduled for February/March 
1995, the symposium constitutes one of 
UNESCO’s major contributions to the 
Fourth UN World Conference on Women. 
The report of the symposium and 
follow-up activities will be presented in 
Beijing. 


The Canadian Beijing Facilitating Committee 
is a democratically elected committee of 
women from the NGO community. It has 
been created to conduct consultations with 
Canadian women, to encourage participation 
in influencing preparations for the World 
Conference, and to provide information 
about Canadian commitments to women’s 
equality. Based at the Canadian Research 
Institute for the Advancement of Women in 
Ottawa, the Committee will develop strong 
positions for non-governmental organizations 
participating in the UN Conference and 
parallel Forum. For more information, 
contact: Jennifer Loten or Lise Martin, 
Canadian Beijing Facilitating Committee, 


408-151 Slater Street, Ottawa, Ontario, — 


K1P 5H3, telephone (613) 563-2550. 


Visit to Canada by Irene Santiago, 
Executive Director of NGO Forum 795 


Ms. Irene Santiago visited Ottawa on 
March 16 to discuss global preparations for 
Forum ’95, a gathering of non-governmental 
organizations that will be held in conjunction 
with the 1995 Fourth United Nations World 
Conference on Women in Beijing. 
Ms. Santiago, former Chief of the 
Asia/Pacific Section of the United Nations 
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), 
has gained international recognition for her 
work with women’s organizations and 
networks around the world. 


Canada Signs The Hague Convention on 
Intercountry Adoption 


On April 12, 1994, the federal government 
announced that Canada has signed the 
Convention on the Protection of Children and 
Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry 
Adoption. Provincial implementing legislation 
will be required before the ratification of the 
Convention. 


The document’s main objective is to 
establish safeguards to ensure that 
intercountry adoptions are conducted in the 
best interests of the children. It ensures the 
co-operation of participating countries to 
prevent the abduction, the sale of or the 
traffic in children. Countries adhering to the 
Convention commit themselves to legally 
recognizing adoptions made in accordance 


| with the document. For more information, 


contact Justice Canada, Justice Building, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OH8, telephone 
(613) 957-4223. 


Canada Provides Humanitarian 
Assistance to Several Countries 


Canada is responding to emergency needs 
for aid in several countries including Sudan, 
where a Canadian contribution supports the 
provision of medical and nutritional care for 
women and children whose lives have been 
disrupted by violent conflicts. In Cuba, where 
economic difficulties have particularly 
affected milk production, a Canadian 
donation will cover the purchase of milk 
powder and butter oil to be distributed 
among children and pregnant or breast- 
feeding women. Drought has brought on 
severe food shortages in Kenya, and Canada 
is contributing to a project that wil! distribute 
food aid, particularly to Kenyan women and 
children. ; | 
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International News (cont'd) 


A series of new Canadian assistance 
initiatives are designed to address pressing 
environmental, health and social issues in 
Ukraine. One project will train Ukrainian 
physicians in the area of maternal and infant 
health care. Another project, an assistance 
package, will address emergency health 


needs in the country, including essential 
supplies for children and pregnant women. 
For more information, contact the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade, Lester B. Pearson 
Building, 125 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, Ontario 


K1A 0G2, telephone (613) 996-9134. LI 


Parliamentary Update 


This Perspectives feature highlights the progress of federal legislation affecting women, as 
well as the work of Parliamentary Committees on issues of interest to women. 


On April 20, 1994, the government tabled 
draft legislation in the House of Commons 
dealing with serial killer cards and board 
games. The Minister of Justice has 
requested that the Standing Committee on 
Justice and Legal Affairs examine the Bill 
intended to prohibit the sale or distribution of 
materials such as serial killer trading cards 
and serial killer board games to children 
under the age of 18. The intention of the 


request for a Parliamentary Committee study 
on this issue is to provide Canadians with 
the opportunity to express their views on 
violence in society, crime prevention, 
freedom of expression, the protection of 
children and the respective roles that society 
and family should play. The process is also 
providing MPs with a greater opportunity to 
contribute to the development of public policy 


and legislation. fe" 


Partners in the Community 


“Partners in the Community” is a regular Perspectives feature that publicizes the activities of 
voluntary groups actively promoting women’s well-being and advancement in society. Brief 
descriptions of your organization’s mandate and activities are invited for inclusion in future 
iSSUeS. 


analytical tools and materials on gender and 
development for the Canadian International 


The Coady International Institute 


The Coady Development Agency, the Canadian Council 
International for International Co-operation, and the 
| OsSetih lust ey, United Nations Food and Agricultural 
based at St. Organization. Institute staff conduct 


workshops on gender themes as part of the 
Coady’s Antigonish-based program as well 
as in Africa and Asia. The Institute also 
offers its Gender and Development course in 


Francis Xavier 
University in 
Antigonish, 
Nova Scotia, 


is a training centre that specializes in leader- 
ship development for Third World countries. 
The Institute has developed courses, 


a modular format for persons who are unable 
to attend the full six-month Diploma 
Program. 


[> 
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Partners in the Community (cont'd) 


Stories are invited for a book celebrating the 
efforts made by groups and individuals 
around the world to foster more equitable 
relations between women and men. 
Deadline for submissions to the book, 
intended to celebrate the 1995 U.N. World 
Conference on Women, is July 31, 1994. For 
more information, contact Olga Gladkikh, 
Communications Co-ordinator, The Coady 
International Institute, St. Francis Xavier 
University, P.O. Box 5000, Antigonish, 
Nova Scotia B2G 2W5, telephone 
(902) 867-3961, fax (902) 867-3907. 


The National Eating Disorder Information 
Centre 


The National Eating Disorder Information 
Centre provides information and resources 


Sources and Resources 


The National Film Board (NFB) released four 
new videos in the Women and Work Series 
that call for change, challenge traditional 
attitudes, and stimulate debate. The videos, 
entitled A Web Not a Ladder, The Glass 
Ceiling, A Balancing Act, and Careers to 
Discover, may be obtained in English or 
French. The NFB has also released a 
powerful new documentary on women who 
kill their abusive partners. Entitled When 
Women Kill, the video focuses on the 
experiences of three such women, exploring 
the reasons why they killed and how they 
were treated by the courts. The videos may 
be bought for $26.95 each (plus tax, 
shipping and handling), or rented per day. 
For more information, contact the 
NFB at 1-800-561-7104 (Atlantic Canada), 


1-800-363-0328 (Québec), 1-800-267-7710 . 


on eating disorders and weight 
preoccupation. It serves a diverse clientele, 
including persons with eating disorders, their 
families and friends, health and education 
professionals, as well as mental health 
agencies. The Centre’s staff develops 
information material on disorders and 
maintains a nation-wide listing of available 
treatment services and resources. It also 
Organizes lectures, workshops and 
awareness campaigns. 


The Centre sponsors the National Eating 
Disorder Awareness Week in Canada held in 
February each year. For more information, 
contact the National Eating Disorder 
Information Centre, 200 Elizabeth Street, 
CW 1-304, Toronto, Ontario M5G 2C4, 


telephone (416) 340-4156. El 


(Ontario), 1-800-661-9867 (Western 
Canada), or visit the NFB office nearest you. 


The Ground Shook Beneath Her is a 
new educational video exploring how 


. Immigrant women can deal with violence in 


their homes. It was produced by the 
Indo-Canadian Women’s Association with 
partial funding from the federal Women’s 
Program and the National Film Board. The 
27-minute video tells the story of an 
immigrant survivor of violence and includes 
dramatized vignettes detailing abuse in an 
immigrant family. The video is avatlable in 
English from the Indo-Canadian Women’s 
Association, Millwoods Centre for 
Immigrants, 2024 57th Street, suite 106, 
Edmonton, Alberta T6L 273, eee 
(403) 490-0477. 


Sources and Resources (cont'd) 


Gender and Violence in the Mass Media 
is a report prepared for the Family 
Violence Prevention Division at Health 
Canada. It presents a review of the 
portrayal of gender and gendered violence 
in the mass media, focusing on recent 
Canadian sources and on the electronic 
media. The report is available free of 
charge in English or French from the 
National Clearinghouse on Family 
Violence, Family Violence Prevention 
Division, Health Canada, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 1B5, telephone 1-800-267-1291, TDD 
1-800-561-5643, fax (613) 941-8930. 


The Direction de la santé publique of the 
Centre hospitalier régional de Rimouski 
has published a research report entitled 
State of Health of Women and Children 
Victims of Domestic Violence. The 
purpose of the report was to assess the 
health of women and children in normal 
surroundings at least one year after they 
had left emergency shelters. Copies of the 
research report are available for $25, in 
English or French, from Unité de santé 
publique, Centre hospitalier régional 
de Rimouski, 150 Rouleau Avenue, 
Rimouski, Québec G5L 5T1, telephone 
(418) 724-8469, fax (418) 723-3103. 


A booklet entitled The Work and Family 
Challenge: Issues and Options was 
recently published by The Conference 
Board of Canada. The booklet addresses 
the issues Surrounding current work 
and family realities and concludes that 
employees’ struggle to balance work and 
family commitments directly affects the 
health of enterprises. The booklet is 
available in English or French for $4 (plus 
tax, shipping and handling) from the 
International Year of the Family, 
Merchandising, 3075 14th Avenue, 
Box 1994, Markham, Ontario L3R 2L6, 
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telephone 1-800-567-0030, fax (905) 
470-8192. 


From Awareness to Action, Strategies 
to Stop Sexual Harassment in the 
Workplace is a collection of essays 
by business and labour leaders as well 
as by other experts that provides an 
overview of the progress made to solve the 
problem of sexual harassment in the 
workplace. Copies of the publication can 
be obtained free of charge, in English or 
French, from the Publication Distribution 
Centre, Human Resources Development 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OJ2, 
telephone (819) 994-0543, fax (819) 
997-1664. 


Three publications were recently produced 
by the Canadian Advisory Council on the 
Status of Women: 110 Statistics on Work 
and Family is a practical compendium that 
documents the gap between workers’ 
family responsibilities and the response by 
business and government. Child Custody 
and Access Policy is a brief that presents 
a thorough analysis of Canadian child 
custody and access legislation and 
policies. Work in Progress: Tracking 
Women’s Equality in Canada assesses 
the progress made by Canada in meeting 
its obligations in regards to women’s 
equality as set out in international 
documents. The publication is intended as 
a tool to assist in preparations for the 
1995 World Conference on Women, 
and it may also be adapted for 
regular tracking of selected “status of 
women” indicators. All publications are 
available free of charge, in English or 
French, from the Canadian Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women, 
Box 1541, Station B, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1P 5R5, telephone (613) 992-4976, 
fax (613) 992-1715. 
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Sources and Resources (cont'd) 


The Summary of Proceedings and The 
Papers on Economic Equality prepared for 
the Economic Equality Workshop held in 
November 1993 are now available. The 
workshop brought together academics in the 
area of feminist economics and government 
policy makers to discuss emerging economic 
issues and their impact on women. Volume | 
of the publication includes the proceedings 
and the abstracts of research presented 
by some of Canada’s leading feminist 
economists. Volume I! contains the papers 
prepared for the workshop in their entirety. 
A limited number of copies are available free 
of charge, in English or French, from Status 
of Women Canada, 700-360 Albert Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(643)°995-7850. 10D (613) 996-1322, 
fax (613) 943-2386. LJ 


The next issue of Perspectives will be 
published in the fall of 1994. 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives 
is permitted provided the source is 
mentioned. Perspectives is published 
three times a year by: 


Communications Directorate 
Status of Women Canada 
Suite 700 

360 Albert Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 1C3 


TEL: (613) 995-7835 
TDD: (613) 996-1322 
FAX: (613) 943-2386 


Editors: Louise Poulin and 
Monique Deschénes 
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Inside: International Women’s Day/World Conference on Women 


Secretary of State’s Message 


Hon. Sheila Finestone, with Dr. Andrew Carty, 
President of the National Research Council, at a 
Council-sponsored event marking the National 
Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence 
Against Women, December 6, 1994 


he new year holds the promise 

of many challenges and many 

opportunities for women in Canada 
and around the world. 


Two anniversaries we celebrate in 1995 will 
underline in a prominent way the road 
towards women’s equality in Canada. April 
17, 1995 is the 10th anniversary of the 
coming into effect of the equality provisions 
of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
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Freedoms. December 7, 1995 will mark the 
25th anniversary of the release of the land- 
mark report of the Royal Commission on the 
Status of Women. Within Canada, both 
these occasions will offer opportunities to 
assess women’s advancement — and 
challenge us to continue our progress. 


This fall, the eyes of the world will focus on 
the Fourth United Nations World Conference 
on Women, taking place in Beijing, China, 
September 4-15, 1995. | believe the World 
Conference can be a powerful catalyst 
for the further advancement of women’s 
equality. It is significant that the World 
Conference on Women is taking place as 
the United Nations marks the 50th anniver- 
sary of its founding based on the fundamen- 
tals of peace and human rights. The World 
Conference on Women is an opportunity to 
reaffirm the UN Declaration that human 
rights are indivisible, inalienable and 
universal — by according equal status to the 
human rights of women. 


Another UN-sponsored event with a 
potentially significant impact on the world’s 
women is the World Summit on Social 
Development, taking place in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, March 6-12, 1995. At the Summit, 
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Secretary of State’s Message (cont'd) 


the UN will be calling upon the countries 
of the world to formulate a plan of action 
to reduce poverty, expand productive 
employment and ensure everyone’s equal 
participation in society. 


This new year offers Canada and Canadians 
many opportunites to create a world of 
equality. | invite you to join me in making 
1995 a year of memorable achievement for 
women. 


Pinte here 


Sheila Finestone 


International Women’s Day 


March 8 is International Women’s Day, | 


an occasion to celebrate women’s 
achievements and an opportunity to assess 
the pace of women’s progress towards 
equality in Canada and around the world. 


International Women’s Day was born out of. 


women’s struggle for equal rights. Its origins 
have been traced to labour strikes held on 
March 8 in 1857 and 1908 to protest the 
overcrowded, dangerous working conditions 
and wage exploitation faced by women 
textile workers. International Women’s Day 
was first proclaimed at an international 
conference of women workers held in 
Copenhagen, Denmark in 1910. Urged on by 
Clara Zetkin, a women’s rights activist and 
member of the Ladies’ Garment Workers 


Union, the conference voted to observe “an — 


annual Women’s Day” in honour of the 
movement for women’s rights and freedoms. 
The following year, International Women’s 
Day was celebrated in Austria, Denmark, 
Germany and Switzerland, and its 
observance spread. The importance of 


International Women’s Day was reinforced in 
1977, with the passage of a United Nations’ 
General Assembly resolution, calling for 
countries to celebrate a day for women’s 
rights and international peace. March 8 
became the day of recognition in many 
countries. 


The theme of International Women’s Day 
1995, Creating a World of Equality, has 
been selected by Status of Women Canada 
for all special events and materials leading 
up to the Fourth United Nations World 
Conference on Women, which will be held in 
Beijing, China in September 1995. 
International Women’s Day materials, includ- 
ing lists of suggested activities, articles, sta- 
tistics, a quiz and a poster for the World 
Conference on Women are available in 
English or French, by contacting: Status of 
Women Canada, 360 Albert Street, Suite 
700, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3, telephone 
(613) 995-7835, fax (613) 943-2386, 
TDD (613) 996-1322. À Je 
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News in Brief 


1994 Governor General’s Awards in Commemoration of the Persons Case 


His Excellency 

the Right 
Honourable Ramon 
John Hnatyshyn 
presented the 

1994 Governor 
General’s Awards 
in Commemoration 
of the Persons 
Case ata 
ceremony at 
Government House 
on October 31, 1994. 


Back row I. to r.: Evelyn Adam (for Alice Girard), Dodi Robb, Shirley Carr, 


Mike Pinder 


The five recipients of the Sheila Ryan (for Morag O’Brien), Rose Charlie; front row I. to r.: Hon. 


1994 Awards are: 


Shirley G. E. Carr of Niagara Falls, 
Ontario 

The first woman in the world to head a 
national labour body, she has been both a 
role model for women in the labour move- 
ment and a leading proponent of women’s 
rights in the workplace. 


Dr. Rose Charlie, Grand Chief of British 
Columbia, of Agassiz, British Columbia 
Her contribution to the struggle for social jus- 
tice for the women of Canada’s First Nations 
spans over 25 years of unstinting community 
service. 


Alice Girard of Montréal, Québec 

A tireless promoter of the nursing profession, 
she played an instrumental role in enhancing 
the education and training of nurses and 
promoting public awareness of the nursing 
profession’s vital contribution to health care. 


Morag O’Brien of St. John’s, 
Newfoundland 

As the only consistent health care provider 
along Newfoundland’s Southern Shore for 


Sheila Finestone, the Governor General and Mrs. Hnatyshyn . 


almost 40 years, she enabled countless 
women to cope with lives circumscribed by 
poverty and isolation, dispensing medical 
care, advice and counselling with a generous 
measure of human compassion. 


Dodi Robb of Toronto, Ontario 

Her illustrious 45-year career in broadcast 
journalism has been devoted to ensuring 
the inclusion of women’s perspective in 
television programming. Throughout her 
professional life, she has broken new ground 
for women, continually promoting and 
encouraging women’s participation in an 
industry known for its male domination. 


The Governor General's Awards in 
Commemoration of the Persons Case are 
awarded annually to individuals who have 
made an outstanding contribution toward 
promoting the equality of women in Canada. 


The Awards commemorate the lengthy legal 
and political effort which culminated with the 
decision rendered by the British Privy 
Council on October 18, 1929, which declared 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 


Canadian women to be persons and thus 
eligible for appointment to the Senate. 
The Governor General’s Awards in 
Commemoration of the Persons Case were 
established in 1979 to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of this decision, and to salute 
the contributions of contemporary women to 
the advancement of women’s equality. 


Social Security Reform 


On October 5, 1994, the Honourable Lloyd | 


Axworthy, Minister of Human Resources 
Development, tabled a Discussion Paper on 
Social Security Reform in the House of 
Commons. The paper, Improving Social 
Security in Canada, proposes changes to 
federal programs related to unemployment 
insurance, social assistance, retraining, 


post-secondary education, child care and 


child benefits. Women’s input into the 
process of social security reform has been 
actively solicited. On October 25, 1994, Mr. 
Axworthy and the Hon. Sheila Finestone, 
Secretary of State (Status of Women), held a 
teleconference with 18 national women’s 
groups and other interested organizations to 
hear initial reactions and comments on the 
Discussion Paper. A national consultation of 
women’s groups took place in Ottawa 
December 3-5, 1994, organized by the 
National Action Committee on the Status of 
Women, with support from the Women’s 
Program of the Department of Human 


Resources Development. Inputs received 
from these and other consultations will 
be used to formulate the government’s 
proposals for social security reform, which 
are expected to be announced in early 


spring. 


Court Challenges Program Reinstated 

The federal government has reinstated the 
Court Challenges Program, which funds 
legal cases of national significance which 
have the objective of clarifying equality 
and language rights under Canada’s 
Constitution. The Court Challenges Program 
has been restored at its former funding level 
of $2.75 million per year. It will be 
administered by the Court Challenges 
Program of Canada Corporation, a non- 
profit, independent agency, whose governing 
body will include representatives from the 
private bar, non-governmental organizations 
and academia. For more information, 
contact: Court Challenges Program of 
Canada, telephone (613) 786-3235. 


Women’s Enterprise Initiative 

Women in western Canada who want to 
launch new businesses or expand existing 
ventures will be able to benefit from a new 
Women’s Enterprise Initiative, announced by 
the federal government on October 28, 
1994. Designed as a community-driven 
initiative aimed at enhancing the range of 
services and capital available to women 
entrepreneurs in western Canada, the 
program will receive federal funding of up to 
$38.5 million, which will be allocated equally 
across the four western provinces over five 
years. For more information, contact: Laurie 
Nealin, Acting Manager, Communications, 
Western Economic Diversification Canada, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 2L4, telephone 
(204) 983-3119. 


Screening Sex Abusers 

On November 17, 1994, the government 
announced the establishment of a national 
system to help organizations screen out 
child sex abusers applying to work with chil- 
dren. Under the new system, employers or 
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News in Brief (cont'd) 


voluntary groups working in the child 
services field can ask job applicants to 
obtain a Canadian Police Information Centre 
check, as a condition of their employment or 
voluntary service. The Canadian Police 
Information Centre (CPIC) is operated by the 
RCMP on behalf of police services across 
Canada. Available CPIC data include 
information on convictions for indictable 
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offences, as well as for other offences such 
as sexual interference, sexual exploitation 
and family violence crimes, and court 
information about prohibition orders on 
sex offenders and peace bonds. For 
more information about the National 
Screening Program, contact your local police 
department. Q 


International News 


This Perspectives feature highlights Canada's involvement in international activities to 


promote the equality of women world-wide. 


1995 World Conference Update 


Canada’s preparations for the United 
Nations World Conference on Women have 
shifted into high gear in anticipation of the 
Conference, which begins on September 4, 
1995 in Beijing, China. 


In August 1994, Canada submitted to the UN 
its National Report on the Status of 
Women, as part of the reporting require- 
ments leading up to the World Conference. 
Canada’s National Report summarizes 
progress made towards women’s equality 
within Canada since the early 1980s. Input 
to the National Report was coordinated by 
the Canadian Preparatory Committee for the 
Conference, established by Status of 
Women Canada in 1993, to facilitate 
consultation, information sharing and overall 
preparation among the federal government, 
women’s organizations, and development, 
human rights, research and labour 
constituencies. Canada’s National Report, 
along with those submitted by other UN 
member states, will be compiled into a global 
assessment of the state of the world’s 
women, which will serve as a background 
document for the World Conference on 
Women. 


Canada, along with the governments of 
other North American and European coun- 
tries met in Vienna, Austria, October 17-21, 
1994, to develop a regional perspective on 
the issues to be discussed at the World 
Conference on Women. The Hon. Sheila 
Finestone, Secretary of State (Status of 
Women), led the Canadian delegation. The 
meeting in Vienna was convened by the 
Economic Commission for Europe, and was 
one of five regional meetings taking place 
around the world in preparation for the World 
Conference in Beijing. 


Hon. Sheila Finestone addressing the Vienna 
Regional Meeting 


Madeleine Gilchrist 
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International News (cont’d) 


The Vienna meeting adopted by consensus 
a Regional Platform of Action identifying 
initiatives to be taken to achieve women’s 
equality in the areas of human rights 
(including violence against women), poverty, 
economic development, employment, public 
life, statistical systems, and regional 
cooperation. This Regional Platform for 
Action, together with the outputs from the 
four other regional meetings, will be factored 
into the global Platform for Action to be 
considered at the World Conference in 
Beijing. 


A number of the recommendations contained 
in the Regional Platform for Action reflect the 
input provided by the Vienna NGO Forum 
which was held October 12-15, 1994, prior to 
the governmental meeting. Thirty-five 
Canadians, including representatives of the 


Canada Beijing Facilitating Committee, were _ 


among the 1,200 women who attended the 
Vienna NGO Forum. 


Toronto will be the site, February 28 to 
March 3, 1995, of Women and the 
Media: Access to Expression and 


Decision-Making, an international sympo- . 


sium organized by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO). The symposium, 
which will be attended by some 150 media 
professionals and experts from around the 
world, is a pre-conference to the World 
Conference on Women in Beijing. 
Recommendations from the UNESCO 
symposium related to women’s portrayal in 
the media and women’s participation in deci- 
sion-making in the media will be integrated 
into the global Platform for Action to be 
considered at Beijing. For more information 
concerning the UNESCO symposium, 
contact: Terry O’Grady, Canadian 
Commission for UNESCO, 350 Albert Street, 
Box 1047, Ottawa, Ontario K1iP 5V8, 
telephone (613) 566-4325, toll free 
1-800-263-558, fax (613) 566-4405. 


The following material related to the 
1995 World Conference on Women is 
available in English and French from: 
1995 World Conference on Women 
Secretariat, Status of Women Canada, 360 
Albert Street, Suite 700, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 1C3, telephone (613) 995-7835, fax 
(613) 943-2386, TDD (613) 996-1322, 
Internet: swckken @web.apc.org. 


e Fact Sheet on the 1995 World Con- 
ference 

+ Canada’s National Report to the United 
Nations 

+ Regional Platform for Action 

+ Report of the Vienna NGO Forum 

¢ Beijing Update, a newsletter providing 
_information on activities related to the 
World Conference 

+ A poster celebrating the 1995 World 
Conference on Women. 


International News (cont'd) 


International Conference on Population 
and Development 


Canada was among 182 countries attending 
the UN International Conference on 
Population and Development, held Sep- 
tember 5-13, 1994, in Cairo, Egypt. The 
conference was remarkable in the emphasis it 
placed on recognizing the link between popu- 
lation and economic and social development, 
and in its acknowledgement of the key role 
women’s empowerment plays in the develop- 
ment process. The Conference accepted a 
Program of Action committing UN member 
countries to reduce infant and maternal mor- 
tality rates, ensure equal educational opportu- 
nities for girls, and improve access and avail- 
ability of reproductive health care services. 
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At the Cairo Conference, Canada was one 
of the leading voices in the successful effort 
to have the Program of Action recognize 
the rights of women to be protected from 
the consequences of unsafe abortion. In 
support of the Cairo Program of Action, 
the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) announced in September a 
contribution of $14.9 million to support 
primary education for girls in 15 African 
countries. 


To obtain a copy of the Cairo Conference 
Program of Action in English or French, 
contact: Refugee, Population and Migration 
Division (IMM), Department of Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade, 125 Sussex 
Drive, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G2. Q 


Parliamentary Update 


This Perspectives feature highlights the progress of federal legislation affecting women, as 
well as the work of Parliamentary Committees on issues of interest to women. 


Firearms control 


On November 30, 1994, the Hon. Allan 
Rock, Minister of Justice, announced the 
government's new firearms control program, 
noting that a Bill to give force to the program 
will be tabled in the House of Commons 
upon the resumption of Parliament in 
February 1995. Among the elements of the 
government's firearms control program are 
the following provisions: 


e To address the criminal misuse of 
firearms, there will be a mandatory mini- 
mum prison sentence of four years plus a 
lifetime prohibition against possession of 
restricted weapons for those convicted of 
committing offences with a firearm, includ- 
ing sexual assault with a weapon and 
aggravated sexual assault. There will also 
be new mandatory minimum jail sen- 
tences for possession of stolen firearms 
and for possession of restricted weapons 
without a permit. 


e To curb the illegal importation and traffick- 
ing of firearms, border control will be 
intensified, and a new offence of posses- 
sion of smuggled firearms will be created, 
punishable by up to 10 years imprison- 
ment. 


e Handguns with no legitimate purpose will 
be banned, as will over 200 models of mil- 
itary and paramilitary rifles. 


e A mandatory national registration system 
for all firearms will be put in place, begin- 
ning January 1, 1996, which will also 
serve to control access to ammunition. 


English and French fact sheets providing 
details of the government’s Firearms Control 
Program are available from: Com- 
munications and Consultation Branch, 
Department of Justice, 239 Wellington 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OH8. 


ie 
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Parliamentary Update (cont'd) 
Sentencing Reform 


The government tabled legislation in the 
House of Commons in June 1994, to 
amend the sentencing provisions of the 
Criminal Code. Bill C-41 provides guide- 
lines to the courts to consider abuse of trust 
as an aggravating factor in the sentencing 
of criminals who, for example, took advan- 
tage of their relationships with women and 
children to assault them. The Bill also calls 
for stiffer sentences for crimes motivated by 
hate based on the victim’s sex, race, 
nationality, colour, religion, age, mental or 
physical disability, or sexual orientation. Bill 
C-41 is currently being considered by the 
House of Commons Justice and Legal 
Affairs Committee. For more information 
about the legislation, contact: Com- 
munications and Consultation Branch, 


Department of Justice, 239 Wellington _ 


Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OH8, telephone 
(613) 957-4222, fax (613) 954-0811. 


Peace Bonds 


Provisions to make peace bonds more 
effective in keeping abusers away from 


women and children were among amend- — 


ments to the Criminal Code tabled in the 
House of Commons on June 15, 1994, as 
part of Bill C-42. The provisions propose to 
improve the effectiveness of peace bonds 
by making violations punishable on indict- 
ment as well as summary conviction. 


Courts will be required to consider imposing 


specified conditions, and police and others 
will be able to apply for peace bonds on 
behalf of persons at risk of harm. For more 
information about Bill C-42’s peace bond 
provisions, contact: Communications and 
Consultation Branch, Department of 
Justice, 239 Wellington Street, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A OH8. 


Employment Equity 


Major modifications to the laws governing 
Employment Equity were tabled in the 
House of Commons on December 12, 
1994, by the Hon. Lloyd Axworthy, Minister 
of Human Resources Development. Bill 
C-64 will extend the application of 
Employment Equity measures, which seek 
to remove employment barriers faced by 
four designated groups (women, persons 
with disabilities, Aboriginal peoples and per- 
sons who are members of visible minori- 
ties), to cover employees of federal govern- 
ment departments (employees of federally 
regulated companies were already covered 
under the 1986 Employment Equity Act). 
The legislation would also strengthen the 
mechanisms for ensuring compliance with 
Employment Equity, by providing the 
Canadian Human Rights Commission with 
the mandate to conduct on-site compliance 
reviews. Bill C-64 has been referred to the 
House of Commons Standing Committee 
on Human Rights and the Status of 
Disabled Persons which will conduct formal 
hearings and consultations on the legisla- 
tion. 


For more information about Bill C-64 and 
the federal Employment Equity program, 
contact: Public Enquiries Centre, Human 
Resources Development Canada, 140 
Place du Portage, Hull, Québec K1A 0J6, 
telephone (819) 994-6313, fax (819) 953- 
7260. For information about the legislative 
consultative process related to Bill C-64, 
contact: Clerk, Standing Committee on 
Human Rights and the Status of Disabled 
Persons, House of Commons, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A OA6, telephone (613) 992- 
1481. 


Parliamentary Update (cont'd) 
Pension Benefits Division Act 


On September 30, 1994, the Pension 
Benefits Division Act came into force, which 
permits the division of pension benefits 
between a member of a federal public sector 
pension plan and their spouse in the event of 
marriage or common-law relationship break- 
down. The Act applies to the pension plans 
of the federal Public Service, Canadian 
Forces and RCMP. To obtain a copy of the 
brochures The Pension Benefits Division 
Act Program Overview and The Pension 
Benefits Division Act: Questions and 
Answers in English or French, contact: 
Distribution Centre, Treasury Board of 
Canada, 300 Laurier Avenue West, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A OR5, telephone (613) 995-2855, 
fax (613) 996-0518. 
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Drunkenness defence 


The Hon. Allan Rock, Minister of Justice, 
stated in the House of Commons on 
November 22, 1994, his intention to intro- 
duce legislation in February amending the 
Criminal Code to address the issue of 
extreme drunkenness being used as a 
defence for certain crimes. The legislation 
will respond to a Supreme Court of Canada 
decision in September 1994, which over- 
turned the sexual assault conviction of a 
Montreal man, on the basis that the man’s 
excessive drunkenness at the time of the 
assault had rendered him incapable of con- 
trolling his actions. In his statement, Mr. 
Rock indicated that he expected a new pro- 
vision related to self-induced intoxication 
would be ready in time for the resumption of 
the sitting of the House of Commons in 
February 1995. QO 


Partners in the Community 


“Partners in the Community’ is a regular Perspectives feature which publicizes the activities of 
voluntary groups actively promoting women’s well-being and advancement in society. Brief 
descriptions of your organization’s mandate and activities are invited for inclusion in future 


issues. 


China-Canada 
Young Women’s 
Project 


The China-Canada 
Young Women’s 
Project is a partner- 
ship of women in 
both China and 
Canada working to 
involve young 
women in the preparation process for the 
United Nations World Conference on 
Women, taking place in Beijing, China in 


September 1995. With chapters in 
Vancouver and Beijing, the Project offers 
workshops for high-school aged women 
which focus on leadership skills, self-esteem 
and personal issues, as well as awareness 
of the UN process. It also publishes The 
Journey, a bi-monthly newsletter. The group 
is seeking new members and invites interest- 
ed young women to contact: The China- 
Canada Young Women’s Project, P.O. Box 
19119, 4th Avenue Postal Outlet, Vancouver, 
British Columbia V6K 4R8, telephone (604) 
261-7126, fax (604) 669-2921. i) 
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Sources and Resources 


Community Stories: 
Taking Action on 
Violence Against 
Women describes the 
experiences of people 
é in 10 communities 
a across Canada who 

pats have taken action on 
violence against women with the help of the 
federal government's Community Kit on 
Violence Against Women. Community 
Stories, priced at $15.95, and the Com- 
munity Kit, priced at $19.95, are available 
in English and French from: Canada 
Communication Group, telephone toll free 
1-800-565-0515. 
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Key events and victories in the lives of 
Canadian women from the 1850s to the 
1990s are celebrated in a 1994 Women’s 
History Month Poster. The poster is 
designed in a time-line format and illustrated 
with photographs of women involved in edu- 
cation, politics, the labour movement, com- 


munity-building, and the struggle for equal © 


rights. The poster is available in English only 
and may be purchased for $5 (including 
postage and GST) from: Green Dragon 
Press, 135 George Street South, Toronto, 
Ontario M5A 4E8, telephone (416) 360- 
6006, toll free 1-800-305-2057, fax (416) 
360-6788. The 1992 and 1993 Women’s 


History Month posters are also available in 


bilingual format at the same price. 


Reproduction of material in Perspectives is 
permitted provided the source is men- 
tioned. Perspectives is published by: 


External Relations and Communications 
Status of Women Canada 

Suite 700 

360 Albert Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 1C3 


TEL: (613) 995-7835 
TDD: (613) 996-1322 
FAX: (613) 943-2386 
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